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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
VETERANS DAY 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I am 
wearing a pin on my right lapel that 
was presented to me by some folks 
today who appreciate veterans, and I 
appreciate being recognized. 

I am a veteran of the U.S. Air Force 
and Air Force Reserve. I retired from 
that organization, and I appreciate 
their coming to put an extra pin on me 
today. 

We will celebrate Veterans Day on 
November 11, and I will be making 
speeches. Hopefully, many of us will be 
properly recognizing those of us who 
have worn the uniform and taken the 
oath and are serving in that respect. 

Today I want to talk about another 
group of folks, and those are the future 
veterans. By that, of course, I mean 
the soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, 
and servicemembers who are serving 
their country now on Active Duty. I 
make a plea to my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle, at both ends of this 
building, to get our work done at least 
for national security. 

We are at a time of heightened poli-
tics. There are tensions in this building 
as there often have been, but at this 
critical juncture, with so much at 
stake around the world, it seems to me 
we ought to be able to pass the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, of 
which the distinguished chairman, 
Chairman INHOFE, and his ranking 
member, Senator REED from Rhode Is-
land, have prepared and are ready to go 
on. It seems we ought to be able to 
come to an agreement with the other 
body and get that to the President for 
his signature. 

We are now 5 weeks into the current 
fiscal year, and we don’t have an appro-
priations bill done for the Department 
of Defense. We have to have the au-
thorization act, which I mentioned, but 
at the beginning of October, we are 
supposed to have the government fund-
ed, and we don’t. 

We are under a continuing resolu-
tion, a CR, and it sounds so harmless, 
like we are just continuing the funding 
until we get all the numbers right. 
That is not true. Every defense expert 
in the government—formally in the 
government and outside of the govern-
ment—will tell you that a continuing 
resolution is harmful to our Nation’s 
defense. It not only sends the wrong 
signal, it has us sending money in the 
wrong direction and has us not spend-
ing money where we need to spend it. 

At the end of this month, when the 
current CR ends, we need to be ready 
with a permanent appropriations bill 
for the Department of Defense for this 
current fiscal year. Just think of what 
we are looking at right now. Iran is the 
largest State sponsor of terror, and it 
is on the warpath. Iran knocked out 
the world’s largest oil facility in Saudi 
Arabia just a couple of months ago and 
is attacking tankers in the gulf. This is 
no time to not have a permanent ap-
propriations bill for this fiscal year. 

Vladimir Putin’s Russia is in a shoot-
ing war against our partners in 
Ukraine. The Communist Government 
of China is brutalizing its own people 
on the streets of Hong Kong violating 
the ‘‘one nation, two systems’’ policy. 

That is not the half of it. The Chi-
nese dictator, Xi Jinping, is not keep-
ing his repressive ambitions at home as 
we know from what is going on in the 
Pacific. As my friend, the chairman of 
the full Armed Services Committee, 
pointed out, the People’s Republic of 
China has increased military spending 
by 83 percent. China has increased mili-
tary spending by 83 percent over the 
last decade at a time when we can’t 
even agree on the funding for the cur-
rent fiscal year we are in. That sends a 
signal around the world. You best be-
lieve Xi Jinping knows we can’t get our 
act together through a funding bill. 

Now my hat is off to the leaders, both 
Republican and Democratic, in this 
body who have done their job and are 
ready to go forward with the funding 
bill, but we need to join hands and ac-
tually get it done. For some reason, we 
have not been able to do that. I am 
begging my colleagues, let’s fund our 
military, and let’s fund these future 
veterans who are serving on Active 
Duty right now. The current con-
tinuing resolution is doing real damage 
to our national security. It is harming 
the progress we have already made to 
rebuild our military since the seques-
ter—and wasn’t that a disaster. It is 
harming our military men and women 
and making it harder for them to do 
their jobs going forward. 

I want to quote General Mattis, 
former Secretary Mattis, who said this, 
as Secretary, about continuing resolu-
tions: 

It’s not like we even maintain the status 
quo if we go into one of these situations yet 
again. We actually lose ground. 

I urge my fellow colleagues in the 
Senate and in the other body to heed 
the words of this great military leader. 
We are losing ground today, November 
6, 2019, because we are under a CR. We 
have seen it before, and unfortunately 
we are losing money and losing readi-
ness right now. Extending the CR any 
further will harm military personnel in 
every branch. The Air Force is short 
2,100 pilots. Keeping the CR going 
would cut $123 million from under-
graduate pilot training. 

Under a continuation of the CR fur-
ther than the end of this month, naval 
training will be scaled back dramati-
cally. We will not be able to fix dan-
gerous housing that we have had hear-
ings about and there has been a scandal 
about in the press. We will not be able 
to attend to that because we are work-
ing under a continuation of last year’s 
old-fashioned numbers. Vital research 
and development programs will go 
unbegun. Not only that, keeping a CR 
going not only doesn’t save money, it 
actually costs us money because we are 
spending dollars on programs we have 
decided not to be involved in anymore. 
We want to move in a different direc-

tion. The House and Senate leaders 
have decided to do that, the Members 
of the Pentagon have decided to do 
that, but under the CR we are forced to 
keep spending money on programs we 
don’t need anymore. 

According to General Martin, Vice 
Chief of Staff of the Army, delays and 
misallocated funds cost $7 billion every 
month, and that is just for the Army. 

We have an opportunity to correct 
this, or we have an opportunity to 
waste another $20 billion on a yearlong 
CR. I am urging the American public to 
make it known to those of us at Vet-
erans Day programs this weekend and 
next week. I am urging my colleagues 
to stress this when they talk to the 
public. 

There are appropriations bills that 
are not yet worked out, but for heav-
en’s sake, let’s at least do the bill that 
pays the troops and sends a signal to 
the rest of the world in these trying 
times that we are at least going to 
fund our Defense Department and our 
future veterans who are on Active 
Duty and who have taken the oath 
today and that we will do them in a 
modern and timely fashion. We are 5 
weeks late. Let’s not make it another 5 
weeks after this and another 5 months 
after that. 

Pass a full-funding appropriations 
bill for our troops, for the Department 
of Defense, and give them the type of 
representation and government that 
they deserve based upon their worthy 
service. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Danielle J. Hunsaker, of Oregon, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Hunsaker nomination? 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON), and the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER), the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN), are necessarily absent. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

CRAMER). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 73, 
nays 17, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 348 Ex.] 
YEAS—73 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Brown 
Capito 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gardner 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Risch 

Roberts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—17 

Blumenthal 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 

Heinrich 
Hirono 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murray 

Reed 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Stabenow 
Udall 

NOT VOTING—10 

Bennet 
Booker 
Burr 
Cassidy 

Harris 
Isakson 
Kennedy 
Klobuchar 

Sanders 
Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of William Joseph Nardini, of Con-
necticut, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Second Circuit. 

John Thune, Thom Tillis, Chuck Grass-
ley, Mike Crapo, James E. Risch, Cindy 
Hyde-Smith, Mike Rounds, Lindsey 
Graham, Mitch McConnell, John Booz-
man, Tom Cotton, John Cornyn, Joni 
Ernst, Roy Blunt, Roger F. Wicker, 
Jerry Moran, Shelley Moore Capito. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of William Joseph Nardini, of Con-
necticut, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Second Circuit, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 

from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON), and the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER), the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 87, 
nays 3, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 349 Ex.] 
YEAS—87 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 

Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 

Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—3 

Gillibrand Hirono Markey 

NOT VOTING—10 

Bennet 
Booker 
Burr 
Cassidy 

Harris 
Isakson 
Kennedy 
Klobuchar 

Sanders 
Warren 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 87, the nays are 3. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of William Joseph Nardini, of 
Connecticut, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Second Circuit. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, with re-
spect to the Hunsaker nomination, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table and the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from New Hampshire. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1743 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor today to express my 
concern and my disappointment over 
the decision by the President to for-
mally withdraw the United States from 
the Paris climate agreement. 

Though the President announced this 
decision over 2 years ago, this past 
Monday marked the first day his ad-
ministration could send a letter to the 
United Nations formalizing the year- 
long withdrawal process. Of course, we 
know that they did that. 

American leadership on climate ac-
tion is being ceded to other countries 
before our very eyes. With this move, 
the President is betraying the trust of 
the American people and betraying the 
trust of our international allies in the 
fight against climate change. 

Climate change is a very real and 
present threat to our environment, to 
our national security, to our economy, 
to our health, and to our very way of 
life. That is why I introduced the Inter-
national Climate Accountability Act, 
to prevent the President from using 
funds to withdraw the United States 
from the Paris climate agreement. 
This bipartisan bill would also require 
the administration to develop a stra-
tegic plan for meeting the commit-
ments we made in Paris in 2015. 

We can see on this chart that the 
House passed legislation over 6 months 
ago. It has been 188 days since the 
House passed their legislation, the Cli-
mate Action Now Act. Yet in the Sen-
ate the majority leadership has refused 
to call up this bill for a vote. 

The administration’s withdrawal 
from the Paris climate agreement and 
the general refusal to bring climate 
change legislation to the floor is out of 
step with the desires of the American 
people. 

Approximately two out of every 
three Americans believe it is the job of 
the Federal Government to combat cli-
mate change, according to a recent poll 
from the Associated Press. The same 
poll found that 64 percent of Americans 
disapprove of the President’s climate 
change policies. 

Unfortunately, the Senate majority 
leadership continues to refuse to act on 
climate change. Yet what we hear from 
our scientists and experts is that they 
tell us that we need to act and act now 
on climate change before it is too late. 
This poll shows us, as others have, that 
a supermajority of the American public 
wants us to do just that. 

I have come before this body a num-
ber of times in the past to highlight 
the impact of climate change in my 
home State of New Hampshire. We see 
very directly the effects of climate 
change. The farther north you go, the 
more you see those impacts. Our fall 
foliage season is shortened. Our maple 
syrup production season is disrupted. 
Our outdoor recreation industries are 
hampered. Our ski and our 
snowmobiling industries are hampered. 
Our lobsters are moving north to cold-
er waters. Our moose population is 
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