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linked, and we must apply an inte-
grated approach to ensuring that glob-
al food supply keeps pace with popu-
lation growth amidst a continuing 
trend of climate change in a way that 
promotes stable, transparent demo-
cratic societies around the world. 

The late Senator Dick Lugar from 
the State of Indiana asked me to work 
with him to introduce the Global Food 
Security Act way back in the 2007–2008 
time period. At that time, Senator 
Lugar wanted to try to pass legislation 
that would authorize USAID’s Feed the 
Future Program. Senator JOHNNY ISAK-
SON was a steadfast partner in actually 
passing the Global Food Security Act. 
We passed that legislation years after 
Senator Lugar and I were starting the 
work. 

The Global Food Security Act is em-
powering the USAID to develop a more 
integrated, interagency approach to 
food security across agricultural value 
chains and expanding farmers’ access 
to local and international markets 
through the Feed the Future Program. 

We, as a body, must continue to ad-
vocate for the next generation of agri-
cultural policy: Promote sustainable 
agriculture that will be able to keep 
pace with growing global demand, pop-
ulation growth, and climate change. 

As a member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry, I am increasingly concerned 
about our ability to keep pace with ag-
ricultural production as global popu-
lation grows. The global population is 
expected to grow from 7.7 billion to 10 
billion by 2050, and with that, demand 
for meat and dairy could increase be-
tween 59 and 98 percent, according to 
Columbia University’s Earth Institute. 

The impact of climate change on food 
systems across the globe will be almost 
incomprehensible, but perhaps nowhere 
larger than Sub-Saharan Africa. Now, 
90 percent of the region’s cropland, 
meaning Sub-Saharan Africa—90 per-
cent of that region’s cropland is ex-
pected to see yield losses of up to 40 
percent—90 percent seeing yield losses 
of up to 40 percent. 

We face some of the same challenges 
here at home, and we are working to 
help farmers adapt to these pressures 
while also being part of the solution 
through climate-friendly agricultural 
policies. 

While we have made advances in re-
cent decades, we still have high rates 
of undernourishment and child stunt-
ing around the world. The number of 
chronically hungry people around the 
world has increased today to 821 mil-
lion people, representing one out of 
every nine people on the planet, many 
of whom are women and children. I will 
say that again. The number of chron-
ically hungry people around the world 
has increased to one in every nine peo-
ple on the planet. 

The number of children under 5 af-
fected by stunting has decreased by 10 
percent in the past 6 years. That is a 
little bit of good news, but 149 million 
children are still stunted. This pace is 

too slow to meet our United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goal to cut 
stunting in half by 2030—just 11 years 
away. 

Our own intelligence community has 
linked global food insecurity to insta-
bility, which can lead to a rise in vio-
lent extremism and international 
crime that will affect the United 
States. In January 2014, the worldwide 
threat assessment of the U.S. intel-
ligence community reported that ‘‘lack 
of adequate food will be a destabilizing 
factor in countries important to [U.S.] 
national security.’’ 

The ‘‘2010 Quadrennial Defense Re-
view’’ marked a turning point in how 
the United States grappled with the 
issue of climate change. For the first 
time, in 2010, climate change was cited 
as a ‘‘threat multiplier’’ by the Depart-
ment of Defense, noting ‘‘the impacts 
of climate change may increase the fre-
quency, scale, and complexity of future 
missions.’’ 

From Syria to Nigeria and the Lake 
Chad Basin, but also in urban upheaval 
in Sudan, we see the impacts of envi-
ronmental stress and high food prices 
on political stability in regions vital to 
U.S. national security interests. 

This brings me to political stability. 
According to the U.S. Global Food Se-
curity Strategy, food insecurity exac-
erbated by climate change will con-
tribute to ‘‘social disruptions and po-
litical instability. . . . Projections in-
dicate that more than two-thirds of the 
world’s poor could be living in fragile 
countries, where state-society rela-
tions are already strained, by 2030.’’ 

When societies break down because 
governments are unable to provide re-
silient infrastructure against climate 
events, as well as protect local markets 
from vulnerabilities due to climate 
events, trust in institutions erodes and 
nations are ripe for conflict. If we per-
mit climate change to proceed without 
aggressive action, investment, and co-
ordination with partners around the 
world, we are not only allowing mil-
lions around the world to suffer ex-
treme hunger resulting from climate- 
related disasters, but we are also allow-
ing conditions for the rise of extre-
mism and the breakdown of democratic 
institutions to foment unchecked. 

For millions of people across Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America, climate 
change means more frequent and in-
tense floods, droughts, and storms, ac-
counting each year for up to 90 percent 
of all natural disasters. These disasters 
can quickly spiral into full-blown food 
and nutrition crises. 

I will wrap up with this: As we look 
to the hard work of congressional over-
sight over the Feed the Future Pro-
gram, I am pleased that USAID has al-
ready begun to bridge its emergency 
humanitarian programming with its 
longer term development efforts to 
build resilience for communities af-
fected by conflict and climate change. 

The United States cannot do this 
alone. We need to work together on a 
global scale not only to reduce green-

house gas emissions but also to miti-
gate economic risk and ensure that ag-
ricultural and food supply chains can 
withstand climate events. This admin-
istration’s decision to withdraw from 
the Paris climate agreement was a 
huge blow to U.S. leadership in climate 
policy. I and many Members of Con-
gress and individuals throughout the 
U.S. Government, along with our State 
and local government partners, as well 
as leaders in the business community 
across the United States, will continue 
to fight for policies that bring the 
United States in line with its Paris 
goals, ensuring we are doing our part 
to address this global threat to human 
life. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
JUDICIAL CONFIRMATIONS 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor to talk about the 
work we have been doing in the Senate 
this week and the work we have been 
doing in the Senate the last 3 years, 
and that is the work of confirming a 
record number of judicial nominees. 

I want to specifically focus on our 
record on circuit court judges. As you 
know, these are the courts just one 
layer below the Supreme Court, and 
their decisions have enormous con-
sequences for the country. We have 
confirmed 45 highly qualified circuit 
court judges. We have done it across all 
12 appeals courts nationwide. These 
judges will decide 99 percent of the 
Federal cases in America. 

President Trump has nominated each 
of these judges. Senate Republicans 
confirmed each of these judges. These 
judges now hold a full one-quarter—one 
out of every four—circuit court seats 
in America. All of these judges have 
lifetime appointments. These circuit 
court judges are ruling right now, and 
they are doing it on major cases all 
across the country. 

How are they making a difference in 
people’s lives? No. 1, by protecting 
Americans’ constitutional rights, by 
upholding our individual freedoms, by 
putting a check on government power, 
and above all, these judges are apply-
ing the law as written, not legislating 
from the bench. 

Based on the 45 circuit court judges 
we have seated and the judges we will 
continue to seat, Senate Republicans 
have delivered conservative judges who 
will serve our Nation for decades to 
come. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant bill clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
VETERANS DAY 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I am 
wearing a pin on my right lapel that 
was presented to me by some folks 
today who appreciate veterans, and I 
appreciate being recognized. 

I am a veteran of the U.S. Air Force 
and Air Force Reserve. I retired from 
that organization, and I appreciate 
their coming to put an extra pin on me 
today. 

We will celebrate Veterans Day on 
November 11, and I will be making 
speeches. Hopefully, many of us will be 
properly recognizing those of us who 
have worn the uniform and taken the 
oath and are serving in that respect. 

Today I want to talk about another 
group of folks, and those are the future 
veterans. By that, of course, I mean 
the soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, 
and servicemembers who are serving 
their country now on Active Duty. I 
make a plea to my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle, at both ends of this 
building, to get our work done at least 
for national security. 

We are at a time of heightened poli-
tics. There are tensions in this building 
as there often have been, but at this 
critical juncture, with so much at 
stake around the world, it seems to me 
we ought to be able to pass the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, of 
which the distinguished chairman, 
Chairman INHOFE, and his ranking 
member, Senator REED from Rhode Is-
land, have prepared and are ready to go 
on. It seems we ought to be able to 
come to an agreement with the other 
body and get that to the President for 
his signature. 

We are now 5 weeks into the current 
fiscal year, and we don’t have an appro-
priations bill done for the Department 
of Defense. We have to have the au-
thorization act, which I mentioned, but 
at the beginning of October, we are 
supposed to have the government fund-
ed, and we don’t. 

We are under a continuing resolu-
tion, a CR, and it sounds so harmless, 
like we are just continuing the funding 
until we get all the numbers right. 
That is not true. Every defense expert 
in the government—formally in the 
government and outside of the govern-
ment—will tell you that a continuing 
resolution is harmful to our Nation’s 
defense. It not only sends the wrong 
signal, it has us sending money in the 
wrong direction and has us not spend-
ing money where we need to spend it. 

At the end of this month, when the 
current CR ends, we need to be ready 
with a permanent appropriations bill 
for the Department of Defense for this 
current fiscal year. Just think of what 
we are looking at right now. Iran is the 
largest State sponsor of terror, and it 
is on the warpath. Iran knocked out 
the world’s largest oil facility in Saudi 
Arabia just a couple of months ago and 
is attacking tankers in the gulf. This is 
no time to not have a permanent ap-
propriations bill for this fiscal year. 

Vladimir Putin’s Russia is in a shoot-
ing war against our partners in 
Ukraine. The Communist Government 
of China is brutalizing its own people 
on the streets of Hong Kong violating 
the ‘‘one nation, two systems’’ policy. 

That is not the half of it. The Chi-
nese dictator, Xi Jinping, is not keep-
ing his repressive ambitions at home as 
we know from what is going on in the 
Pacific. As my friend, the chairman of 
the full Armed Services Committee, 
pointed out, the People’s Republic of 
China has increased military spending 
by 83 percent. China has increased mili-
tary spending by 83 percent over the 
last decade at a time when we can’t 
even agree on the funding for the cur-
rent fiscal year we are in. That sends a 
signal around the world. You best be-
lieve Xi Jinping knows we can’t get our 
act together through a funding bill. 

Now my hat is off to the leaders, both 
Republican and Democratic, in this 
body who have done their job and are 
ready to go forward with the funding 
bill, but we need to join hands and ac-
tually get it done. For some reason, we 
have not been able to do that. I am 
begging my colleagues, let’s fund our 
military, and let’s fund these future 
veterans who are serving on Active 
Duty right now. The current con-
tinuing resolution is doing real damage 
to our national security. It is harming 
the progress we have already made to 
rebuild our military since the seques-
ter—and wasn’t that a disaster. It is 
harming our military men and women 
and making it harder for them to do 
their jobs going forward. 

I want to quote General Mattis, 
former Secretary Mattis, who said this, 
as Secretary, about continuing resolu-
tions: 

It’s not like we even maintain the status 
quo if we go into one of these situations yet 
again. We actually lose ground. 

I urge my fellow colleagues in the 
Senate and in the other body to heed 
the words of this great military leader. 
We are losing ground today, November 
6, 2019, because we are under a CR. We 
have seen it before, and unfortunately 
we are losing money and losing readi-
ness right now. Extending the CR any 
further will harm military personnel in 
every branch. The Air Force is short 
2,100 pilots. Keeping the CR going 
would cut $123 million from under-
graduate pilot training. 

Under a continuation of the CR fur-
ther than the end of this month, naval 
training will be scaled back dramati-
cally. We will not be able to fix dan-
gerous housing that we have had hear-
ings about and there has been a scandal 
about in the press. We will not be able 
to attend to that because we are work-
ing under a continuation of last year’s 
old-fashioned numbers. Vital research 
and development programs will go 
unbegun. Not only that, keeping a CR 
going not only doesn’t save money, it 
actually costs us money because we are 
spending dollars on programs we have 
decided not to be involved in anymore. 
We want to move in a different direc-

tion. The House and Senate leaders 
have decided to do that, the Members 
of the Pentagon have decided to do 
that, but under the CR we are forced to 
keep spending money on programs we 
don’t need anymore. 

According to General Martin, Vice 
Chief of Staff of the Army, delays and 
misallocated funds cost $7 billion every 
month, and that is just for the Army. 

We have an opportunity to correct 
this, or we have an opportunity to 
waste another $20 billion on a yearlong 
CR. I am urging the American public to 
make it known to those of us at Vet-
erans Day programs this weekend and 
next week. I am urging my colleagues 
to stress this when they talk to the 
public. 

There are appropriations bills that 
are not yet worked out, but for heav-
en’s sake, let’s at least do the bill that 
pays the troops and sends a signal to 
the rest of the world in these trying 
times that we are at least going to 
fund our Defense Department and our 
future veterans who are on Active 
Duty and who have taken the oath 
today and that we will do them in a 
modern and timely fashion. We are 5 
weeks late. Let’s not make it another 5 
weeks after this and another 5 months 
after that. 

Pass a full-funding appropriations 
bill for our troops, for the Department 
of Defense, and give them the type of 
representation and government that 
they deserve based upon their worthy 
service. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Danielle J. Hunsaker, of Oregon, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Hunsaker nomination? 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON), and the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER), the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN), are necessarily absent. 
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