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The right to free speech is the foun-

dation of American democracy. Any 
legislation that encroaches on that 
foundation should be considered with 
great caution. I don’t believe that has 
been the case here. 

Federal courts have already ruled 
against similar laws regarding boy-
cotts of Israel enacted by Arizona and 
Kansas. 

In Kansas, the State legislature 
passed a law in 2017 requiring any indi-
vidual or company that contracts with 
the State sign a certification that they 
are not participating in a boycott of 
Israel. 

In Arizona, State law requires any 
company that contracts with the State 
to certify that it is not engaged in a 
boycott of Israel and that it will not do 
so in the future. 

Federal courts in both States found 
that these laws raised substantial First 
Amendment concerns by infringing on 
individuals’ right to political expres-
sion and issued preliminary injunctions 
blocking their enforcement. 

Given the courts’ rulings in Arizona 
and Kansas, I fail to see why supporters 
believe this legislation can be consid-
ered constitutional. 

Equally alarming, the legislation 
would also apply to Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank, territory that Israel 
has never claimed as its own. 

Today, there are more than 400,000 
Israelis living on 132 settlements in the 
West Bank. Since President Trump 
took office, the Netanyahu government 
has accelerated the expansion of exist-
ing settlements, created new settle-
ments and outposts, and taken steps to 
retroactively legalize settlements built 
on private Palestinian land. 

Enacting legislation to stifle criti-
cism of settlements on land beyond 
Israel’s borders would set a dangerous 
precedent that would further erode our 
credibility as a neutral arbiter in the 
Middle East conflict. 

Instead of wasting time on this un-
constitutional bill, the Senate should 
instead focus on reopening the govern-
ment by voting on the Federal funding 
package the House passed last week. 

I fail to see why S. 1 should be a pri-
ority during the government shutdown. 
The Senate has a responsibility to up-
hold the Constitution and keep the 
government running. This bill does nei-
ther. 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF AUBURN, 
MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to commemorate the 150th anni-
versary of the city of Auburn, ME. Au-
burn was built with a spirit of deter-
mination and resiliency that still 
guides the community today, and this 
is a time to celebrate the generations 
of hard-working and caring people who 
have made it such a wonderful place to 
live, work, and raise families. 

Auburn was settled in 1786 and first 
incorporated as a town in 1842. The 
name was inspired by a popular poem 

by Oliver Goldsmith that begins with 
this line: ‘‘Sweet Auburn! Loveliest vil-
lage of the plain.’’ 

With the mighty Androscoggin River 
providing power, Auburn soon was 
home to many lumber, grain, and tex-
tile mills. When the factory system of 
shoe manufacturing was developed 
there, the people of Auburn formed a 
skilled and dedicated workforce that 
built a great Maine industry. The fac-
tories attracted many French-Cana-
dian immigrants, whose culture con-
tinues to enliven the city. The pros-
perity produced by hard work and de-
termination was invested in schools 
and churches to create a true commu-
nity. 

On February 22, 1869, the fast-grow-
ing community incorporated as the 
city of Auburn. Together with Lewis-
ton across the Androscoggin River, an 
economic powerhouse was created, and 
the ‘‘Cities of the Androscoggin’’ today 
form Maine’s second largest municipal 
region. 

The decline of traditional industries 
in the 20th century posed a great chal-
lenge. Auburn’s response is described in 
words etched into the walls of Auburn 
Hall: a Latin phrase that translates to 
‘‘No Steps Backward.’’ Auburn is a 
community that was built by the 
power of a great river. Now, the power 
of community is building a new future 
on that river with new economic oppor-
tunities, wonderful food, vibrant arts 
and entertainment, and exciting recre-
ation. Auburn cherishes its history as 
it continues to move forward. 

Auburn is a city of compassionate, 
involved people. It is home to the Good 
Shepherd Food Bank, the largest hun-
ger relief organization in Maine. The 
Auburn Police Activities League, 
which provides educational and ath-
letic opportunities to children and 
teens after school and during the sum-
mer, is an outstanding example of pub-
lic officials and committed citizens 
joining together to change lives today 
to create the leaders of tomorrow. The 
energy and planning that are going 
into Auburn’s 150th anniversary cele-
bration demonstrate the pride resi-
dents have in their city. 

The celebration of the city of Au-
burn’s 150th anniversary is not merely 
about the passing of time. It is about 
human accomplishment. We celebrate 
the people who, from the dawn of our 
Nation to our time, have pulled to-
gether, cared for one another, and built 
a great community. Thanks to those 
who came before, Auburn, ME, has a 
wonderful history. Thanks to those 
there today, it has a bright future. 
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TRIBUTE TO MIKE DAVIS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
would like to pay tribute to Mike 
Davis for his incredibly hard work on 
my Senate Judiciary Committee staff 
as chief counsel for nominations. He is 
an Iowan, so his work ethic should be 
no surprise, but he went above and be-
yond to ensure that the Senate con-

firmed a historic number of Federal 
judges during the 115th Congress, in-
cluding the very difficult confirmation 
of Justice Brett Kavanaugh. In Decem-
ber, Mike spoke about his work for me 
to the Iowa Lawyers Chapter of the 
Federalist Society. I ask unanimous 
consent that the text of Mike’s speech 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
KAVANAUGH AND BEYOND: JUDICIAL CONFIRMA-

TIONS IN THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 
Good afternoon, everyone. Thank you to 

Sam Langholz and the rest of the Iowa law-
yers’ chapter of the Federalist Society for 
inviting me to speak today. The Federalist 
Society continues to perform the critical 
task of building the farm team of constitu-
tionalist, originalist, and textualist lawyers 
across America who can go on to serve in 
senior government posts, including in the 
federal judiciary. Sam is no doubt one of 
those lawyers. I have known Sam for more 
than 20 years, from our college internship 
days in Washington. Sam is an exceptional 
lawyer and leader, and Governor Kim Rey-
nolds and all Iowans are fortunate to have 
Sam serving as a senior member of the Gov-
ernor’s team. 

I am completing my service as one of Sen-
ator Chuck Grassley’s lawyers on the United 
States Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 
where Senator Grassley is finishing his 4- 
year tenure as the Chairman. In January, 
Senator Grassley is taking over the chair-
manship of the Senate Finance Committee, 
along with assuming the constitutional of-
fice of President Pro Tempore of the United 
States Senate. As President Pro Tem, Sen-
ator Grassley will become third in line in the 
presidential succession, behind the Vice 
President and the Speaker of the House. It 
also means that Senator Grassley must have 
a protective detail, which he absolutely does 
not want. But as I remind him, the deer 
across Iowa can now cross Iowa’s highways a 
little more easily without the fear of Chuck 
Grassley behind the wheel. At least for the 
next two years, anyway. 

In all seriousness, I am very proud to work 
for Senator Grassley. He is 85 years old, and 
his health is excellent. His mind is razor- 
sharp. He remembers everything. He still 
runs several miles, several times a week. He 
still runs circles around his staff, especially 
me. In fact, the ‘‘Farmer from Iowa’’ schools 
me on the law, when I am supposed to advise 
him on legal issues. When he does this, I tell 
him that at least my jokes are better than 
his. He laughs. Sometimes. 

Senator Grassley is one of the most kind, 
caring, decent people I have ever met. He 
comes home to Iowa virtually every week-
end. He puts Iowans above all. And he will 
never become a creature of The Swamp, even 
after his 44 years in Congress. Yet Senator 
Grassley is one of the most—if not the 
most—consequential lawmakers in Wash-
ington. And his chairmanship of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee has been one of the 
most consequential in our nation’s history. 

In fact, earlier today, following Senator 
Grassley’s dogged and determined leader-
ship, Senator Grassley joined the President 
at the White House for the bill signing of the 
First Step Act—a once-in-a-generation 
criminal-justice-reform bill that Senator 
Grassley wrote and shepherded through Con-
gress. No one expected this legislation to 
pass, let alone with overwhelmingly bipar-
tisan support. Yet Senator Grassley is the 
one senator—with the experience, credi-
bility, and trust of his colleagues across the 
political spectrum—who could have made 
this happen. 
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During his 4-year chairmanship of the Sen-

ate Judiciary Committee, Senator Grassley 
led the effort to report out of committee 61 
bills. The Senate passed 45, and 29 became 
law. Regardless of what you think about the 
particulars of any one of these laws, very few 
in Washington have this record of legislative 
success. As always, Grassley works. And 
Grassley delivers. Like he has done for his 38 
years in the Senate. 

I am particularly pleased to join you today 
to discuss one of Senator Grassley’s most 
significant legislative achievements of his 
nearly 60-year career in public office. As 
Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, Senator Grassley led the historic and 
record-shattering effort to confirm President 
Trump’s lifetime-appointed judicial nomi-
nees. 

Over the last two years, Senator Grassley 
has led the effort in confirming 85 new fed-
eral judges. This includes Justice Gorsuch, 
Justice Kavanaugh, an all-time record 30 cir-
cuit judges, and 53 district judges. 

At 85 judges appointed under President 
Trump, Senator Grassley has led the effort 
to confirm nearly twice as many judges as 
the 43 judges that President Obama ap-
pointed in his first two years in office. 

Moreover, in 2017, Senator Grassley led the 
effort in setting the all-time record for fed-
eral circuit judges confirmed during a presi-
dent’s first year in office, at 12 circuit judges 
confirmed. 

And earlier this year, Senator Grassley led 
the effort in setting the all-time record for 
federal circuit judges confirmed during a 
president’s first two years in office. The pre-
vious record was 22; Senator Grassley helped 
smash this record, by leading the effort to 
confirm 30 federal circuit judges in less than 
2 years. 

And Senator Grassley has readied the field 
for 2019, when Senator Graham takes over as 
the chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. Senator Grassley and the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee have already held hear-
ings for 50 more federal judicial nominees, 
including 6 more federal circuit nominees, 
who will have confirmation votes in early 
2019. Senator Grassley has put the ball on 
the tee for his successor. 

While Senator Grassley had made this look 
easy, it certainly was not. Senator Grassley 
and his team thoroughly vet each of these 
nominees, carefully examining their back-
grounds and qualifications, understanding 
their judicial philosophy, and carefully as-
sessing their character and fitness to serve. 
Senator Grassley held 20 nominations hear-
ings this year alone, generally every other 
Wednesday that the Senate was in session. 
And Senator Grassley generally held com-
mittee meetings for debates and votes on 
nominees almost every Thursday that the 
Senate was in session. And Senator Grassley 
worked both behind the scenes and in public, 
to build support for these judicial nominees. 

This took a significant amount of Senator 
Grassley’s time. But Senator Grassley under-
stands the critical importance of appointing 
judges who find and apply the law as the 
public understood the law at the time of its 
writing. And Senator Grassley also under-
stands the dangers to liberty—in fact, the 
tyranny—when judges think it is their job to 
substitute their policy preferences for those 
of the American people and their elected rep-
resentatives in Congress. 

Fortunately, we are winning. The Presi-
dent is fulfilling his promise to the Amer-
ican people to nominate and appoint judges 
who are constitutionalists, originalists, and 
textualists. 

Senator Grassley had to overcome historic 
obstruction by Senate Democrats. The Sen-
ate Democrats forced time-wasting and un-
precedented cloture votes on 48 of the judi-

cial nominees brought to the Senate floor. 
How rare are cloture votes for judicial nomi-
nees? Only 2 of President Obama’s nominees 
in the first two years faced cloture votes. 
Only 3 of President George W. Bush’s nomi-
nees from the first two years faced cloture 
votes. Only 1 for Clinton; 0 for H.W. Bush; 0 
for Reagan. 

And the Senate Democrats’ obstruction 
tactics were on full display during the con-
firmation process for Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, who the Senate confirmed on 
October 7, 2018. Senator Grassley oversaw the 
most comprehensive and transparent con-
firmation process in history, including fully 
investigating a number of allegations 
against Justice Kavanaugh that turned out 
to be completely meritless. 

Senator Grassley and his team reviewed 
the most documentation in Supreme Court 
nomination history—including more than 
500,000 pages of Justice Kavanaugh’s records 
from his prior government legal service. 

Additionally, Senator Grassley and his 
team also reviewed more than 300 written 
opinions—more than 10,000 pages—that Jus-
tice Kavanaugh wrote or joined in his more 
than 12 years of service on the D.C. Circuit, 
the most important federal circuit court in 
America. We also reviewed more than 17,000 
pages of Justice Kavanaugh’s academic 
writings, speeches, and other materials pro-
vided to the Senate Judiciary Committee in 
response to its most expansive questionnaire 
ever submitted to a nominee. 

Even after the 4-day hearing, in which Jus-
tice Kavanaugh testified for more than 32 
hours, Senate Democrats submitted 1,287 
written questions for the record—more than 
the total number submitted to all prior Su-
preme Court nominees in our history, com-
bined. 

The normal hearing process confirmed for 
Senator Grassley that Justice Kavanaugh 
was one of the most qualified, if not the 
most qualified, Supreme Court nominee in 
our history. The Senate Democrats and their 
liberal allies landed no punches. Justice 
Kavanaugh had gone through 6 prior FBI 
full-field background investigations, going 
back to 1993. He had served in the highest po-
sitions in the White House and on the second 
most important court in the land for more 
than a dozen years. It was very clear that 
Justice Kavanaugh unquestionably had the 
character and fitness to serve. 

The Senate Democrats and their liberal al-
lies ensured that what should have been a 
‘‘normal’’ confirmation hearing was any-
thing but normal. From the opening mo-
ments, Senate Democrats conducted them-
selves more like petulant children than 
United States senators. They interrupted the 
Chairman with inappropriate motions and 
wild yelling. Indeed, throughout the hearing, 
we experienced a senator—who proclaimed to 
become Spartacus—willfully leaking con-
fidential records, another senator asking 
misleading innuendo-laced questions with no 
basis, and other senators doing other out-
rageous things. 

Leftwing allies followed the disgraceful 
lead of these senators. With Justice 
Kavanaugh’s two young daughters in the 
room, paid protestors shouted vile things, 
disrupting the hearing and dragging the 
process on for hours longer than necessary. 
This mob-like behavior was apparent 
throughout the process, as angry paid 
protestors harassed senators, their families, 
and their staffs. 

When the hearing days were over and it 
was clear that Justice Kavanaugh was a good 
man with impeccable credentials, Senate 
Democrats and their leftwing allies went 
back to their playbook from the Justice 
Thomas confirmation. But this time, Senate 
Democrats and their leftwing allies went 

even farther, accusing Justice Kavanaugh of 
being a serial gang-rapist who drugged 
women at parties in his teenage years and 
even through his 20s. While the FBI found no 
evidence of this in any of its previous 6 full- 
field background investigations conducted 
during Justice Kavanaugh’s 25 years of pub-
lic service, Senator Grassley nonetheless 
took the allegations seriously. 

More than 20 staff members of Senator 
Grassley’s Oversight & Investigations Unit 
and Nominations Unit immediately began 
investigating these claims. They worked 
around the clock. Their work was thorough 
and comprehensive. Senator Grassley was 
satisfied it contained all the answers he 
needed, but some senators demanded a sup-
plemental FBI investigation. All senators 
were able to review that supplemental re-
port, and most were satisfied that it con-
firmed what we already knew and what Jus-
tice Kavanaugh had been saying from the be-
ginning: Justice Kavanaugh was innocent of 
the outrageous allegations made against 
him. 

After Justice Kavanaugh’s confirmation, 
Senator Grassley’s staff produced a report of 
more than 400 pages, which catalogues the 
tireless work his staff did in investigating 
these allegations. This report made clear 
that some of the people who made the wild 
accusations against Justice Kavanaugh de-
served to be criminally referred to the Jus-
tice Department. And Senator Grassley 
made those criminal referrals. 

Senator Grassley felt strongly about mak-
ing this report public, because it dem-
onstrates his commitment to process—some-
thing many Senate Democrats wanted none 
of. To them, due process is inconvenient 
when it stands in the way of achieving their 
political ends. Senator Grassley, however, 
knows that upholding the constitutional cor-
nerstone of due process, of innocence until 
proven guilty, was worth fighting for. And 
Senator Grassley helped deliver justice; Jus-
tice Kavanaugh prevailed. 

The American people clearly felt the same 
way. Indeed, in an election that showed big 
gains for Democrats across the country, Re-
publicans actually gained 2 seats in the Sen-
ate. Voters booted out of office Trump-state 
Senate Democrats who voted against Justice 
Kavanaugh—like Claire McCaskill from Mis-
souri, Joe Donnelly from Indiana, Heidi 
Heitkamp from North Dakota, and Bill Nel-
son from Florida. The one Senate Democrat 
who actually voted the way his constituents 
wanted him—Joe Manchin from West Vir-
ginia—won reelection. 

These legislative victories are just more in 
the long line of wins that the country has 
seen during Senator Grassley’s time chairing 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. Again, 
Senator Grassley works; Senator Grassley 
delivers. 

Thank you for your continued support of 
Senator Grassley. And thank you for your 
continued efforts in helping to find, creden-
tial, and appoint judges who share our judi-
cial philosophy. We can never get tired of 
winning. The stakes are too high. 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! 
I am happy to answer your questions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING OTTO DELIKAT 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
today, with a heavy heart, I wish to 
pay tribute to Otto Delikat, a remark-
able role model, survivor, and family 
man. Mr. Delikat passed away on De-
cember 23, 2018 at the age of 96. 
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