7

October 29, 2019

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1678) to express United States
support for Taiwan’s diplomatic alliances
around the world.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Taiwan Allies
International Protection and Enhancement Ini-
tiative (TAIPEI) Act of 2019”.

SEC. 2. DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH TAIWAN.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following
findings:

(1) The Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 (Public
Law 96-8) states that it is the policy of the
United States ‘‘to preserve and promote exten-
sive, close, and friendly commercial, cultural,
and other relations between the people of the
United States and the people on Taiwan’ .

(2) The Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 states
that it is the policy of the United States ‘‘to
maintain the capacity of the United States to re-
sist any resort to force or other forms of coercion
that would jeopardize the security, or the social
or economic system, of the people on Taiwan’.

(3) Taiwan is a free, democratic, and pros-
perous nation of 23,000,000 people and an impor-
tant contributor to peace and stability around
the world.

(4) Since the election of President Tsai Ing-
wen as President of Taiwan in 2016, the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China has in-
tensified its efforts to pressure Taiwan.

(5) Since 2016, the Gambia, Sao Tome and
Principe, Panama, the Dominican Republic,
Burkina Faso, El Salvador, the Solomon Is-
lands, and Kiribati have severed diplomatic re-
lations with Taiwan in favor of diplomatic rela-
tions with China.

(6) Taiwan currently maintains full diplo-
matic relations with 15 nations around the
world.

(7) Taiwan’s wunofficial relations with the
United States, Australia, India, Japan, and
other countries are of significant benefit in
strengthening Taiwan’s economy and preserving
its international space.

(8) According to President Tsai Ing-wen, the
severance of diplomatic ties with Taiwan in
favor of diplomatic relations with China is
“part of a series of diplomatic and military acts
of coercion’’ by China.

(9) The Asia Reassurance Initiative Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-409) states that—

(A) it is United States policy ‘‘to support the
close economic, political, and security relation-
ship between Taiwan and the United States’’;
and

(B) the President should—

(i) “‘conduct regular transfers of defense arti-
cles to Taiwan that are tailored to meet the ex-
isting and likely future threats from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, including supporting
the efforts of Taiwan to develop and integrate
asymmetric capabilities, as appropriate, includ-
ing mobile, survivable, and cost-effective capa-
bilities, into its military forces’’; and

(ii) “‘encourage the travel of high-level United
States officials to Taiwan, in accordance with
the Taiwan Travel Act”.

SEC. 3. STRENGTHENING OF OFFICIAL OR UNOF-
FICIAL TIES WITH TAIWAN.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the United States Government
should—

(1) support Taiwan in strengthening its offi-
cial diplomatic relationships as well as unoffi-
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cial partnerships with countries in the Indo-Pa-
cific region and around the world;

(2) consider, in certain cases as appropriate
and in alignment with United States interests,
increasing its economic, security, and diplomatic
engagement with nations that have demon-
strably strengthened, enhanced, or upgraded re-
lations with Taiwan; and

(3) consider, in certain cases as appropriate
and in alignment with United States interests,
reducing its economic, security, and diplomatic
engagement with nations that take serious or
significant actions to undermine Taiwan.

(b) CONSULTATION.—Not less than 30 days be-
fore increasing or decreasing the United States
Government’s economic, security, or diplomatic
engagement with another nation as a result of
an action taken by that nation to either
strengthen or undermine ties with Taiwan, the
Secretary of State shall consult with the appro-
priate congressional committees with respect to
the proposed United States action or actions.

(¢c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
Act shall be construed to supersede or otherwise
alter obligations to comply with the notification
procedures applicable to reprogramming pursu-
ant to section 634A of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2394-1).

SEC. 4. POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES WITH RE-
GARD TO TAIWAN’S PARTICIPATION
IN  INTERNATIONAL  ORGANIZA-
TIONS.

It should be the policy of the United States—

(1) to advocate, as appropriate—

(A) for Taiwan’s membership in all inter-
national organizations in which statehood is
not a requirement and in which the United
States is also a participant; and

(B) for Taiwan to be granted observer status
in other appropriate international organiza-
tions;

(2) to instruct, as appropriate, representatives
of the United States Government in all organi-
zations described in paragraph (1) to use the
voice, vote, and influence of the United States
to advocate for Taiwan’s membership or ob-
server status in such organizations; and

(3) for the President or the President’s des-
ignees to advocate, as appropriate, for Taiwan’s
membership or observer status in all organiza-
tions described in paragraph (1) as part of any
relevant bilateral engagements between the
United States and the People’s Republic of
China, including leader summits and the U.S.-
China Comprehensive Economic Dialogue.

SEC. 5. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON TRADE NEGO-
TIATIONS WITH TAIWAN.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States should engage in bilateral trade negotia-
tions with Taiwan, with the goal of entering
into a free trade agreement that is of mutual
economic benefit and that protects United States
workers and benefits United States exporters.
SEC. 6. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES DEFINED.

In this Act, the term “‘appropriate congres-
stonal committees’’ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate;
and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives.

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be agreed to, the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed, and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.
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The bill (S. 1678), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

REAFFIRMING THE VITAL ROLE
OF THE UNITED STATES-JAPAN
ALLIANCE IN PROMOTING
PEACE, STABILITY, AND PROS-
PERITY IN THE INDO-PACIFIC
REGION AND BEYOND, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 233, S. Res. 183.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 183) reaffirming the
vital role of the United States-Japan alli-
ance in promoting peace, stability, and pros-
perity in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, without
amendment and with an amendment to
strike the preamble, and insert the
part printed in italic, as follows:

Whereas the United States and Japan granted
each other formal recognition on March 31, 1854,
with the signing of the Treaty of Peace and
Amity, and established full diplomatic relations
in 1858;

Whereas, for the past 70 years, the alliance
between the United States and Japan has
played a vital role in ensuring peace, stability,
and economic development in Asia and beyond;

Whereas the United States and Japan are
deeply committed to the common values of free-
dom, democracy, rule of law, and free market
economics;

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance,
forged nearly six decades ago with the signing
of the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Secu-
rity, is the cornerstone for advancing a free and
open Indo-Pacific region, and contributes inter-
nationally to peace and stability;

Whereas the United States and Japan are in-
dispensable partners in combating the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction, improving
global health, countering human trafficking
and promoting human rights, assisting the vic-
tims of conflict and disaster worldwide, and
contributing to global economic development;

Whereas the alliance is a testament to the
ability of great nations to overcome the past and
jointly work to create a more secure and pPros-
perous future;

Whereas our two countries, coming from dif-
ferent cultural backgrounds, have created an
active and dynamic relationship beneficial to
both peoples; and

Whereas cultural and people-to-people ties be-
tween the United States and Japan are long-
standing and deep, as exemplified by the 1912
gift from the People of Japan to the People of
the United States of the beautiful cherry trees
that grace our Nation’s capital, signifying the
unbreakable bond between the two nations:
Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the endorsement of long-
standing United States policy to pursue
close and cooperative ties with Japan in the
Asia Reassurance Initiative Act of 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115-409), signed into law on December
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31, 2018, and the vital role of the United
States-Japan alliance in promoting peace,
stability, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific
region and beyond;

(2) underscores the importance of the close
people-to-people and cultural ties between
our two nations;

(3) calls for the strengthening and broad-
ening of diplomatic, economic, and security
ties between the United States and Japan;
and

(4) further calls for the continued coopera-
tion between the Governments of the United
States and Japan in addressing global chal-
lenges that threaten the security of people
everywhere in the new Reiwa era of ‘‘beau-
tiful harmony’’.

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent the resolution
be agreed to, the committee-reported
amendment to the preamble be agreed
to, the preamble, as amended, be
agreed to, and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble was agreed to.

The preamble as amended was agreed
to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of May 2, 2019,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

183) was

REAFFIRMING THE STRONG PART-
NERSHIP BETWEEN TUNISIA AND
THE UNITED STATES AND SUP-
PORTING THE PEOPLE OF TUNI-
SIA IN THEIR CONTINUED PUR-
SUIT OF DEMOCRATIC REFORMS

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 234, S. Res. 236.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 236) reaffirming the
strong partnership between Tunisia and the
United States and supporting the people of
Tunisia in their continued pursuit of demo-
cratic reforms.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CASSIDY. I know of no further
debate on the measure.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

The question is on agreeing to the
resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. CASSIDY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the preamble be agreed to
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

236) was
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(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 5, 2019,
under ““‘Submitted Resolutions.”)

——

REMEMBERING THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BOMBING OF
THE ARGENTINE ISRAELITE MU-
TUAL ASSOCIATION (AMIA) JEW-
ISH COMMUNITY CENTER IN
BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA,
AND RECOMMITTING TO EF-
FORTS TO UPHOLD JUSTICE FOR
THE 85 VICTIMS OF THE AT-
TACKS

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 235, S. Res. 277.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 277) remembering the
256th Anniversary of the bombing of the Ar-
gentine Israelite Mutual Association (AMIA)
Jewish Community Center in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, and recommitting to efforts to
uphold justice for the 85 victims of the at-
tacks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CASSIDY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of July 17, 2019,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 4334

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the title of the bill for
the first time.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4334) to amend the Older Amer-
icans Act of 1965 to authorize appropriations
for fiscal years 2020 through 2024, and for
other purposes.

Mr. CASSIDY. I now ask for a second
reading, and in order to place the bill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV, I object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will receive the second read-
ing on the next legislative day.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise
tonight to talk about healthcare,
which is an issue that obviously com-
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mands a lot of attention, but lately,
frankly, not enough attention here in
the Senate. I will focus, in particular,
on one report that we are issuing today
that will talk about one aspect of some
of the problems we are having in our
healthcare system right now that a lot
of Americans might not be aware of.
They probably will be more aware
when they hear more about the report
that I have.

I think we should start from the
basic premise that we have made tre-
mendous progress in the last number of
years in access to healthcare, in
healthcare coverage. We know, for ex-
ample, that between the years 2010, the
year that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act was passed, and
the end of 2016—so, basically, just a
matter of 6 years—something on the
order of 20-plus million Americans
gained health insurance coverage. We
went from roughly the number of unin-
sured in the country being a little
more than 47 million in 2010 to a little
more than 27 million in 2016.

Over the course of just 6 to 7 years, 20
million fewer people were uninsured.
That is a great measure of progress on
an issue where most people said there
was no way you could get 20 million
more people insured. Very few Ameri-
cans thought that was possible until it
actually happened.

Unfortunately, that progress—the
progress being the diminution or the
reduction of the uninsured popu-
lation—is, unfortunately, not just flat-
tening out, but it is actually getting
worse. The number of uninsured Ameri-
cans is actually going up now. That is
a giant step backward in a country
that not only reduced the uninsured
number by 20-plus million but pro-
vided, in the same bill, the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.

The patient protection part of that
ushered in all kinds of reforms for
those with insurance—those who had
insurance before 2010 and those who
were paying their premiums but had
their lives and their coverage in the
hands of insurance companies that had
power over their lives, to the extent
that an individual with a preexisting
condition would not be treated and
would not be covered because of that
preexisting condition. The Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act
changed that for tens and tens and tens
of millions of Americans, in addition to
the coverage gains that I just men-
tioned.

Just for a point of reference, I will
mention the recent numbers. The Cen-
sus Bureau, back in just September of
this year, said—and I am quoting from
a report from Kaiser Health News, by
Mr. Phil Galewitz, who is talking about
the census report. He said the fol-
lowing:

For the first time in a decade, the numbers
of Americans without health insurance has
risen—by about 2 million people in 2018—ac-
cording to the annual U.S. Census Bureau re-
port released Tuesday.

This “Tuesday’” means a day in Sep-
tember.
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