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the industry. I built and bought busi-
nesses for most of my life that helped 
hundreds of thousands of people get 
good, high-paying jobs. Many of them 
were failing businesses that we had to 
turn around to save jobs. 

My experience growing up in a family 
that struggled to get good jobs influ-
enced everything I have done in my 
life. It is not easy, and it shouldn’t be, 
but everyone—every single American— 
should have the opportunity to strug-
gle, work hard, and overcome the ob-
stacles. 

I took those exact same values to the 
Governor’s office when I was elected in 
2010. Florida had been struggling, and 
832,000 jobs had been lost in the 4 years 
before I took office. Home prices were 
cut in half. Debt was soaring. The 
State raised taxes on its poorest citi-
zens by more than $2 billion to fill a 
budget hole. 

I always think about my mom. I 
think about how it impacted her when 
food prices went up, taxes went up, 
when my brother got sick without 
health insurance, and when my dad was 
laid off. I became a jobs Governor. It 
wasn’t a political talking point. It was 
about real people. 

I have traveled around the State 
highlighting new businesses that 
opened in Florida, even small busi-
nesses. I remember a local legislator 
asking me once why I wasted my time 
going to a small town in Florida to 
highlight a new business’s opening 
with just 30 new jobs. My response was 
that my dad struggled to find any job, 
and that is 30 families who have the op-
portunity to live the American Dream, 
and what could be more important? 

In 8 years, Florida added 1.7 million 
new jobs, we paid down almost one- 
third of State debt, and we invested 
record funding in education, the envi-
ronment, and transportation. 

I also tried to fight for the values 
that are being lost in this country. I 
fight to protect life, to support the in-
stitution of the family, to lift up our 
military members, veterans, and law 
enforcement, to promote capitalism, 
and to defend the rule of law and the 
Constitution. 

These values are under attack from 
the left and have been for quite some 
time. There is no easy solution to that 
problem, but one thing is clear: Gov-
ernment is not the solution. Wash-
ington is not the solution. 

In my short time in the U.S. Senate, 
I have promoted policies I believe sup-
port the idea of an America where any-
thing is possible. We need lower taxes. 
We need less regulation. We need a se-
cure border and a sane immigration 
policy. We need to get healthcare costs 
under control. We need to defend free-
dom and liberty all over the world. But 
none of this will matter unless we see 
hearts and minds change. We need a re-
newal in America of the values that 
made this country great. That will not 
happen on the floor of the U.S. Senate. 
It will happen in the living rooms, 
classrooms, churches, synagogues, and 
boardrooms. 

We need to remember that hard work 
is a feature, not a bug, of this Amer-
ican experiment and that the family 
unit is at the center of our society, and 
the breakdown of the family has been 
hugely detrimental. We need to re-
member that capitalism is the greatest 
force for economic good in the history 
of the world and socialism belongs in 
the ash-heap of history. We need to re-
member these things because our free-
doms and the country we love can be 
lost forever. The values that made 
America great can go away, and there 
are those among us who want them to 
go away. 

This challenge is much bigger than 
politics, and the solution is not polit-
ical. It requires us—every one of us—to 
stand up and fight and to say without 
reservation or fear that we will not 
give up on America or the plans of our 
Founders. We will not stop fighting for 
our future. 

If we want America to be great in the 
future, we must reject the politically 
correct attempts to rewrite our his-
tory, and we must reject the leftwing 
attempt to slander the greatness of our 
ideals. America is, in fact, the greatest 
country in the history of the world, 
and we should not be embarrassed to 
say so. We should proclaim it proudly. 
America is the greatest country in the 
history of the world. 

I fear the values that I grew up 
with—the ones my tough-love mom 
taught me—are becoming a way of the 
past, but I believe these values, these 
virtues can and should be part of our 
country’s future. 

I love it when my grandkids pray be-
fore eating, recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance, ask to visit military museums, 
join the Boy Scouts, thank police offi-
cers and soldiers for their service, and 
place their hand over their heart when 
they hear the National Anthem. I hope 
they memorize the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the 23rd Psalm, become 
Eagle Scouts, have crummy-paying 
teenage jobs with unreasonable bosses, 
and get benched in sports for not try-
ing hard enough. Also, I pray they con-
sider a life of military service—one al-
ready wants to be a paratrooper—and 
are lucky enough to marry a wonderful 
person and have enough kids to worry 
about how to pay for college. 

Maybe my grandkids will complain 
about parents being way too strict. 
Maybe they will complain about de-
manding teachers and bosses not car-
ing what they think. Maybe they will 
complain about screaming drill ser-
geants, difficult degrees, restrictive 
banks, and life not being fair. If so, I 
will smile and say: ‘‘That’s great; 
America is back.’’ Then, I will know 
my grandsons have the opportunity to 
do something worthwhile with their 
lives, like build a loving family, suc-
cessful career, thriving community, 
better country, and better world. 

In the meantime, I will keep fight-
ing. I ran for public office to fight for 
the country I was raised in because 
that is the country our children and 

our grandchildren deserve. They de-
serve what my mom gave me—a free 
country with unlimited potential for 
every citizen. I hope everyone will join 
me in this fight. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF FRANK WILLIAM VOLK 
Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise 

today in strong support of the nomina-
tion of Frank W. Volk to be the U.S. 
district court judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of West 
Virginia. 

I want to thank my colleagues in the 
Senate for putting partisanship aside 
and recognizing the importance of con-
firming qualified judges to our Federal 
courts. 

Frank Volk’s cloture vote earlier 
today cleared this body by a 90-to-0 
vote without a single dissenting vote. 
Let me repeat that—90 to 0. How many 
times have we seen that happen in this 
body? That is a testament to Judge 
Volk’s judicial experience, stellar 
record, and his qualifications to be-
come a U.S. district court judge. 

I would also like to acknowledge 
Frank’s work in West Virginia as a 
tireless public servant to both our 
State and the Nation. He has conveyed 
time and again his love and desire to 
serve our Nation and particularly our 
great State of West Virginia. He has 
served with honor throughout his ca-
reer and is willing to step up to the 
plate one more time. He shows the 
country how West Virginians act and 
serve. 

I would also like to thank his family, 
including his wife, Angie, and his two 
children, Garrett and Lauren, for their 
tremendous support of Frank and his 
continued work as a public servant. He 
is a proud Italian person, like myself. 

He is currently the chief judge of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the South-
ern District of West Virginia, where he 
has worked since he was appointed in 
October of 2015. 

As a WVU College of Law graduate 
and editor-in-chief of the West Virginia 
Law Review, Frank’s resume is ex-
tremely impressive. 

He continues to give back to his edu-
cation. He has taught part time at 
WVU College of Law for almost 15 
years. He has taught courses in Federal 
civil rights, advanced torts, bank-
ruptcy, and advanced bankruptcy. It is 
great to see a fellow Mountaineer suc-
ceed in their profession, and I look for-
ward to seeing his career continue. 

He has also authored a number of 
bankruptcy articles and spoken at na-
tional and regional conferences on 
bankruptcy matters, along with being 
a faculty member for the Federal Judi-
cial Center. 
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Judge Volk is admitted to practice in 

the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit, the U.S. District Court 
of the Southern District of West Vir-
ginia, the West Virginia bar, and the 
Pennsylvania bar. 

During his career, Frank has worked 
with a number of esteemed judges: 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge 
M. Blane Michael, district judges 
Charles H. Haden II and previously 
John T. Copenhaver, Jr. Frank is also a 
permanent member of the Fourth Cir-
cuit Judicial Conference. 

Frank has contributed volunteer 
service to the American Bankruptcy 
Institute for many years. He served 
most recently as the coordinating edi-
tor for the ABI Journal, focusing on 
the ‘‘Problems in the Code’’ column. 

Even with all of those accolades, 
Frank knows and understands the 
value of hard work because he is a West 
Virginian through and through, and 
that is just what we do. 

The Federal bench that serves West 
Virginia needs judges who are thought-
ful, hard-working, and have good judg-
ment. Frank fits that role. Frank 
brings such a great level of experience 
to the bench. I can safely say I am 
pleased that President Trump has nom-
inated him to be a U.S. district court 
judge on the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of West Virginia. I 
think we all will be served well by 
Frank’s service. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, the 
most sacred, the most important, and 
the most profound responsibility that a 
President of the United States has is to 
keep Americans safe. Everything else 
that we care about—the citizens of this 
great Nation, the best Nation in the 
planet—matters very little if our phys-
ical safety and the physical safety of 
our families and our loved ones aren’t 
assured. That is job No. 1 for the Presi-
dent of the United States. 

I believe the President has likely 
committed offenses that are worthy of 
impeachment, and I think it is likely 
that information is going to emerge 
from the House’s inquiry that would 
present Republicans with clear evi-
dence that the President’s abuse of of-
fice has been serious. 

Obviously, we need to wait for the ar-
ticles of impeachment to arrive in the 
Senate—if they do arrive—before any 
of us decide our vote on removal, but 
the publicly stipulated facts already 
surrounding the President’s shadow 
foreign policy designed not to advance 
the national interests but his personal 
political interests are damning. 

So far, my Republican friends have 
rallied to the President’s side, despite 
public opinion moving pretty quickly 
against the President and in favor of 
an inquiry in the House. So today I 
want to use my time on the floor to 
ask just a simple question of my Re-

publican colleagues. I want to ask what 
the costs are to the physical safety of 
the Nation of continuing to protect the 
President from the consequences of his 
misdeeds because as we gather in the 
Senate for our fall session, we are 
watching American national security 
policy go completely and fully off the 
rails. Our global reputation and our 
credibility have been shattered to 
pieces, and no one knows whether they 
can be reassembled. Our Nation’s de-
fenses have never been weaker. Our en-
emies are gathering strength by the 
day. Fear of American power is waning. 
Our global system of alliances is fall-
ing apart. Our friends are turning away 
from America because we are a demon-
strably unreliable partner, and those 
friends may never come back. 

Right now, before our eyes, American 
power is in a free fall, and our Nation’s 
safety is at risk. American citizens are 
looking to this place for leadership, but 
when they lift up the hood looking for 
steely-eyed patriots, all they are find-
ing are blind partisans. What is the 
cost, I ask my colleagues, of letting 
America continue to slide into global 
irrelevancy? How many American lives 
are going to be ultimately lost because 
we sat on the sidelines and we let 
American influence fade as our Presi-
dent becomes a toxic commodity, the 
butt of jokes, and an international pa-
riah? What must it take for this body 
to put aside party and come together 
to salvage our shrinking American se-
curity? 

I want to take a few moments—a few 
more than I normally take when I 
come down to the floor—to take my 
colleagues on a tour of the world right 
now just so everybody understands how 
dangerous the situation has gotten, to 
understand just how broad the scope of 
our foreign policy dysfunction is right 
now, because just maybe—maybe—if 
you see the crisis all in one map, all in 
one summary, my colleagues might 
wake up to the magnitude of this emer-
gency. 

It is hard to start anywhere but in 
the Ukraine. The power of the Amer-
ican executive branch has no equal. No 
individual in the world has more power 
than Donald Trump has today. That 
power comes with responsibility and 
guardrails. 

The one firm promise that a Presi-
dent must make to those he governs is 
to use the powers of the Oval Office for 
the national interest and not for his 
personal or financial interest. But it is 
now clear beyond a reasonable doubt 
after all this testimony—much of it 
from Republicans before the House— 
that President Trump has turned our 
support for Ukraine into a personal 
poker chip to be cashed in in order to 
get Ukraine to help him destroy his po-
litical rivals. This just isn’t allowed in 
a democracy. 

The damage done by Trump’s corrup-
tion of the Ukraine relationship is far 
beyond this broken covenant with the 
American people. He pulled essential 
assistance to Ukraine just when their 

new President needed U.S. support the 
most. Trump has weakened Ukraine 
dramatically by pulling them into this 
mess, and Russia is the beneficiary. 
Make no mistake—Putin has won for 
the time being, and those fighting for 
democracy have lost for the time 
being, sold out by their fair-weather 
American friends who are more inter-
ested in destroying the President’s po-
litical opponents than supporting 
Ukraine. 

Now, other nations on Russia’s and 
China’s periphery, wondering whether 
to simply acquiesce to the bullying 
dominance of their neighbors or put up 
a fight for independence, now are less 
likely to do the latter, knowing that 
the United States is there only to help 
if their nation fulfills our President’s 
personal requests. 

The world’s eyes this week are down 
here in Syria, where the President has 
engaged in one of the worst, most 
abominable acts of double-cross in the 
history of the American Presidency. 
We convinced the Kurdish military to 
fight ISIS forces for us. We convinced 
them to take down their defense 
against a potential Turkish invasion 
because we promised to protect them. 
And then, out of nowhere, a week and 
a half ago, Trump stabbed the Kurds in 
the back. He announced the pullback of 
our forces and invited by press release 
the Turkish army to march into Syria 
and destroy our ally, the Kurds, whom 
today he has denigrated by telling the 
world that they are not actually as 
good fighters as everybody says they 
are. 

The damage to our Nation’s security 
done by this one single act is almost 
too comprehensive to list in one 
speech. ISIS detainees have escaped 
their jail cells and are now likely re-
constituting and possibly readying new 
attacks against the United States. 
They can plot without fear of interrup-
tion because the Kurds have ended 
their fight against ISIS to try to sur-
vive this Turkish offensive. 

Now, in addition to ISIS, Russia, the 
Syrian regime, and the Iranians all 
grew stronger in Syria overnight as we 
stood down, and they will quickly reap 
the benefits of Trump’s abandonment 
of the Kurds. It is a nightmare in Syria 
today, and it is going to get much 
worse before it gets better. 

Let’s move down to China, where 
President-for-life Xi Jinping has been 
steadily consolidating power, building 
a model of totalitarian control that de-
nies basic human rights to its popu-
lation of 1.4 billion. The United States 
has watched from the sidelines as 
China not only conducts cultural geno-
cide against its Muslim population in 
its own country but also grows its glob-
al clout and exports its model and 
technology of repression around the 
world. 

China’s military continues to gain in 
strength and push their unlawful terri-
torial claims further in the Western 
Pacific. We do virtually nothing. Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initiative is forging 
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