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would become insolvent even if they 
were able to pay back the loans. The 
bill acknowledges this failing by pro-
viding for direct Federal assistance for 
plans that go insolvent even after they 
receive loans. 

Most critically, the Butch Lewis Act 
makes no reforms to the system in 
order to secure its long-term solvency. 
That is not the way we ought to be 
working to help retirees. 

In getting back to the work of the 
Committee on Finance, since last year, 
both under Senator Hatch’s leadership 
and mine, the committee has been 
working on a bipartisan basis to ad-
dress the issues facing the multiem-
ployer system. I emphasize the neces-
sity of bipartisanship in the U.S. Sen-
ate. When you have a division of 53 to 
47 and you have to have 60 votes to get 
something done in this body, biparti-
sanship is very, very important. 

The committee is nearing its comple-
tion of a comprehensive proposal that 
will include financial assistance to the 
critical and declining multiemployer 
pension plans and provide long-term 
solvency to these plans and to the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation. 
That proposal will include financial re-
lief for plans like Central States’ and 
for the coal miners. 

The Butch Lewis Act is so costly and 
does nothing to fix the flaws in the sys-
tem that has brought about this bill. In 
relationship to the Government Ac-
countability Office, I spoke to some of 
those flaws that I initiated a few years 
ago. There is really nothing in the pro-
posal on which Senator BROWN is ask-
ing for a UC that addresses the mis-
management of the trustees. Our com-
prehensive plan includes reforms to ad-
dress trustee requirements and plan op-
erations. In other words, the people in 
the private sector who are managing 
this ought to have some responsibility 
of making sure they are doing it in a 
fiscally sound way and are carrying out 
the rights of the trustees. 

So I object to this request. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I thank 

Senator GRASSLEY, and we will be 
working together on this. 

I just want to point out that there 
was, of course, some mismanagement. 
As does the Senator, I want to fix some 
of the structural issues, but time is of 
the essence. I understand this is not 
happening today, but time is of the es-
sence with regard to these pensions, es-
pecially for the mineworkers. Those for 
the teamsters are next and for the oth-
ers in the Central States. As Chairman 
GRASSLEY knows, it will get worse and 
worse and worse if we don’t get this 
done this year. 

I do want to emphasize, while there 
of course is some mismanagement of 
funds here, the preponderance of the 
problem is that a bunch of mining com-
panies, construction companies, and 
transportation companies went out of 
business with the Bush recession in 

2007, 2008, and 2009, taking away the 
companies paying into these funds. 

The other part of it was Wall Street 
greed, generally what happened to the 
stock market. 

That is the preponderance of the 
problem, but I concur with Senator 
GRASSLEY that we can work on a lot of 
this together. Senator PORTMAN and I 
especially have a responsibility to get 
this done, to make it happen. 

I thank the chairman. 
I yield the floor. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1 p.m., re-
cessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassembled 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Mr. PERDUE). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

MAIDEN SPEECH 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 

my story begins with my mom. My 
mom had a very difficult life. She grew 
up with a verbally abusive, alcoholic 
father. She married a physically abu-
sive, alcoholic husband, whom she di-
vorced when I was born. At that time, 
divorce was frowned upon. My birth fa-
ther never gave my mom, my older 
brother, or me a dime. I never met him. 

My mom eventually married the man 
who became my adoptive father, a bus-
driver who made all four combat jumps 
with the 82nd Airborne in World War II. 
This summer, I had the opportunity to 
go to the D-Day anniversary in Nor-
mandy and to look at the area he 
parachuted into, where 17 percent of 
his company died. 

He was a loving father, but with only 
a sixth-grade education and five chil-
dren, he struggled to support our fam-
ily. We had no money and lived in pub-
lic housing, but even with all of those 
issues, I cannot think of a better child-
hood. 

Even with no money, my mom was 
optimistic and hopeful. She told us 
that we were blessed because God and 
our Founders created the greatest 
country ever, where anything was pos-
sible. I am not sure my mom ever real-
ly had a plan for us, but she certainly 
knew what she was doing. We sat 
through many sermons, and church was 
not optional. We were told we had to 
make straight A’s. We memorized the 
first part of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the 23rd Psalm. We be-
came Eagle Scouts, cleaned the house, 
and had to have a job. I started work-
ing at 7 years old and haven’t stopped 
since. 

We weren’t allowed to complain. 
Debt, Big Government, socialism, and 
communism were bad. College was for a 
better paying job. 

We were constantly lectured about 
the dangers of drug abuse. Unfortu-

nately, drugs have destroyed the life of 
one of my family members. 

I enlisted in the U.S. Navy at 18, 
where I swabbed the decks, cleaned the 
latrines, served the mess decks, and 
took college courses aboard a destroyer 
during the last years of Vietnam but 
never close to Vietnam. 

I married my high school sweetheart 
at 19, and, today, Ann and I have two 
daughters, six very perfect grandsons, 
and a seventh very perfect grandchild 
on the way next year. My wonderful 
wife, Ann, is here today and has been 
by my side every step of our journey. 

While I didn’t always appreciate my 
tough-love, my-way-or-the-highway 
mom growing up, I now thank God 
every day for my mom and for this 
country. She gave me the opportunity 
to experience every lesson this country 
had to offer before I was 20. 

Unfortunately, the left has worked 
hard over the last 50 years to discredit 
the values of the America I was raised 
with—the values of the America I want 
my grandsons to grow up with. We all 
acknowledge that Americans, our 
country, and our institutions have 
flaws, but the left has worked to dis-
credit our Founders, our institutions, 
our churches, our law enforcement, our 
morals, and almost everything my 
mom taught me. It has been happening 
for a long time. 

The left railed against our soldiers 
during the Vietnam war. They call 
those still believing in a supreme being 
or the commitment of marriage unin-
formed and old fashioned. They are 
now openly saying that churches that 
hold traditional values should lose 
their tax-exempt status. 

The left doesn’t care about our enor-
mous debt, pushes for socialism, and 
criticizes the Boy Scouts. The left 
thinks it is OK that our schools don’t 
teach about the Founding Fathers or 
free markets. They want you to think 
America was never great. 

To a degree, the pressure from the 
left is working. Americans under 30 are 
less interested in joining the military. 
Church attendance is at an all-time 
low. Participation in the Boy Scouts, 
even after allowing girls in, has 
shrunk. Many are choosing not to have 
families. And Socialism, the single 
most discredited idea of the last cen-
tury—an idea that has led millions into 
poverty and tyranny around the 
globe—has gained a foothold in one of 
our two political parties. 

I spent most of my life in business. 
The values that my tough-love mom 
instilled in me helped me to achieve 
the success she expected—not just 
hoped for but expected—for me. I was 
able to live the American dream be-
cause I worked hard. I lived out the 
values my mom taught me in my busi-
ness career—hard work and fiscal re-
sponsibility but with a caring spirit to 
support those around me. 

I built a healthcare company that 
had lower costs and better quality of 
care than my competitors. We had the 
highest patient satisfaction surveys in 
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the industry. I built and bought busi-
nesses for most of my life that helped 
hundreds of thousands of people get 
good, high-paying jobs. Many of them 
were failing businesses that we had to 
turn around to save jobs. 

My experience growing up in a family 
that struggled to get good jobs influ-
enced everything I have done in my 
life. It is not easy, and it shouldn’t be, 
but everyone—every single American— 
should have the opportunity to strug-
gle, work hard, and overcome the ob-
stacles. 

I took those exact same values to the 
Governor’s office when I was elected in 
2010. Florida had been struggling, and 
832,000 jobs had been lost in the 4 years 
before I took office. Home prices were 
cut in half. Debt was soaring. The 
State raised taxes on its poorest citi-
zens by more than $2 billion to fill a 
budget hole. 

I always think about my mom. I 
think about how it impacted her when 
food prices went up, taxes went up, 
when my brother got sick without 
health insurance, and when my dad was 
laid off. I became a jobs Governor. It 
wasn’t a political talking point. It was 
about real people. 

I have traveled around the State 
highlighting new businesses that 
opened in Florida, even small busi-
nesses. I remember a local legislator 
asking me once why I wasted my time 
going to a small town in Florida to 
highlight a new business’s opening 
with just 30 new jobs. My response was 
that my dad struggled to find any job, 
and that is 30 families who have the op-
portunity to live the American Dream, 
and what could be more important? 

In 8 years, Florida added 1.7 million 
new jobs, we paid down almost one- 
third of State debt, and we invested 
record funding in education, the envi-
ronment, and transportation. 

I also tried to fight for the values 
that are being lost in this country. I 
fight to protect life, to support the in-
stitution of the family, to lift up our 
military members, veterans, and law 
enforcement, to promote capitalism, 
and to defend the rule of law and the 
Constitution. 

These values are under attack from 
the left and have been for quite some 
time. There is no easy solution to that 
problem, but one thing is clear: Gov-
ernment is not the solution. Wash-
ington is not the solution. 

In my short time in the U.S. Senate, 
I have promoted policies I believe sup-
port the idea of an America where any-
thing is possible. We need lower taxes. 
We need less regulation. We need a se-
cure border and a sane immigration 
policy. We need to get healthcare costs 
under control. We need to defend free-
dom and liberty all over the world. But 
none of this will matter unless we see 
hearts and minds change. We need a re-
newal in America of the values that 
made this country great. That will not 
happen on the floor of the U.S. Senate. 
It will happen in the living rooms, 
classrooms, churches, synagogues, and 
boardrooms. 

We need to remember that hard work 
is a feature, not a bug, of this Amer-
ican experiment and that the family 
unit is at the center of our society, and 
the breakdown of the family has been 
hugely detrimental. We need to re-
member that capitalism is the greatest 
force for economic good in the history 
of the world and socialism belongs in 
the ash-heap of history. We need to re-
member these things because our free-
doms and the country we love can be 
lost forever. The values that made 
America great can go away, and there 
are those among us who want them to 
go away. 

This challenge is much bigger than 
politics, and the solution is not polit-
ical. It requires us—every one of us—to 
stand up and fight and to say without 
reservation or fear that we will not 
give up on America or the plans of our 
Founders. We will not stop fighting for 
our future. 

If we want America to be great in the 
future, we must reject the politically 
correct attempts to rewrite our his-
tory, and we must reject the leftwing 
attempt to slander the greatness of our 
ideals. America is, in fact, the greatest 
country in the history of the world, 
and we should not be embarrassed to 
say so. We should proclaim it proudly. 
America is the greatest country in the 
history of the world. 

I fear the values that I grew up 
with—the ones my tough-love mom 
taught me—are becoming a way of the 
past, but I believe these values, these 
virtues can and should be part of our 
country’s future. 

I love it when my grandkids pray be-
fore eating, recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance, ask to visit military museums, 
join the Boy Scouts, thank police offi-
cers and soldiers for their service, and 
place their hand over their heart when 
they hear the National Anthem. I hope 
they memorize the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the 23rd Psalm, become 
Eagle Scouts, have crummy-paying 
teenage jobs with unreasonable bosses, 
and get benched in sports for not try-
ing hard enough. Also, I pray they con-
sider a life of military service—one al-
ready wants to be a paratrooper—and 
are lucky enough to marry a wonderful 
person and have enough kids to worry 
about how to pay for college. 

Maybe my grandkids will complain 
about parents being way too strict. 
Maybe they will complain about de-
manding teachers and bosses not car-
ing what they think. Maybe they will 
complain about screaming drill ser-
geants, difficult degrees, restrictive 
banks, and life not being fair. If so, I 
will smile and say: ‘‘That’s great; 
America is back.’’ Then, I will know 
my grandsons have the opportunity to 
do something worthwhile with their 
lives, like build a loving family, suc-
cessful career, thriving community, 
better country, and better world. 

In the meantime, I will keep fight-
ing. I ran for public office to fight for 
the country I was raised in because 
that is the country our children and 

our grandchildren deserve. They de-
serve what my mom gave me—a free 
country with unlimited potential for 
every citizen. I hope everyone will join 
me in this fight. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF FRANK WILLIAM VOLK 
Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise 

today in strong support of the nomina-
tion of Frank W. Volk to be the U.S. 
district court judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of West 
Virginia. 

I want to thank my colleagues in the 
Senate for putting partisanship aside 
and recognizing the importance of con-
firming qualified judges to our Federal 
courts. 

Frank Volk’s cloture vote earlier 
today cleared this body by a 90-to-0 
vote without a single dissenting vote. 
Let me repeat that—90 to 0. How many 
times have we seen that happen in this 
body? That is a testament to Judge 
Volk’s judicial experience, stellar 
record, and his qualifications to be-
come a U.S. district court judge. 

I would also like to acknowledge 
Frank’s work in West Virginia as a 
tireless public servant to both our 
State and the Nation. He has conveyed 
time and again his love and desire to 
serve our Nation and particularly our 
great State of West Virginia. He has 
served with honor throughout his ca-
reer and is willing to step up to the 
plate one more time. He shows the 
country how West Virginians act and 
serve. 

I would also like to thank his family, 
including his wife, Angie, and his two 
children, Garrett and Lauren, for their 
tremendous support of Frank and his 
continued work as a public servant. He 
is a proud Italian person, like myself. 

He is currently the chief judge of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the South-
ern District of West Virginia, where he 
has worked since he was appointed in 
October of 2015. 

As a WVU College of Law graduate 
and editor-in-chief of the West Virginia 
Law Review, Frank’s resume is ex-
tremely impressive. 

He continues to give back to his edu-
cation. He has taught part time at 
WVU College of Law for almost 15 
years. He has taught courses in Federal 
civil rights, advanced torts, bank-
ruptcy, and advanced bankruptcy. It is 
great to see a fellow Mountaineer suc-
ceed in their profession, and I look for-
ward to seeing his career continue. 

He has also authored a number of 
bankruptcy articles and spoken at na-
tional and regional conferences on 
bankruptcy matters, along with being 
a faculty member for the Federal Judi-
cial Center. 
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