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After graduating from the University
of Pittsburgh, Mickey attended Pitt
Medical School, then moved to Colo-
rado Springs for a year of residency.
During that year, he received an im-
portant letter ‘‘Greetings, You’re being
drafted into the U.S. Army.” His ex-
tended stay in Colorado with the Army
would become the hook that kept him
happily in the State to this day, some
60 years later.

Dr. Cherington set up a private prac-
tice in neurology in Denver and was
made professor at the University of
Colorado Medical School. He served the
community very well in both of these
capacities, helping thousands of pa-
tients in Colorado. As an author of doz-
ens of articles and other research, he
became known internationally and
traveled around the world to meet with
neurologists as new medical discov-
eries were allowing people to be cured
of ailments that were once a fatal diag-
nosis.

His time in Colorado led him into an
unusual field of neurology, studying
survivors of lightning strikes. His work
in this field led to a new nickname,
“Lightning Doctor’”’, and he would go
on to publish many articles about
lightning injuries and how to avoid
them. His work led to the creation of
the Lightning Data Center, which
brought together experts across several
areas of expertise and disciplines. Soon
the Lightning Doctor was on local TV
and beyond, including ABC’s ‘20/20,”
“National Geographic,” and even ‘“‘Un-
solved Mysteries.”” Through Mickey’s
work, he was able to help people avoid
the doctor’s office, or worse, by edu-
cating them about lightning storms
and lightning safety.

Today, Dr. Cherington lives happily
with his wife Nancy Cherington and
spends time with family and close
friends. That chess player from Pitts-
burgh can still be seen around a chess
board—most likely on his iPad—or
spending time with his children or
their nine grandchildren.

Thank you, Dr. Cherington, for your
contributions in your work and for
those around you.e

————
TRIBUTE TO DAVID BRINTON

e Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Madam Presi-
dent, I am pleased to commend David
Brinton for his contributions and dedi-
cated service as a member of my per-
sonal office staff.

A native of Tupelo, MS, David earned
multiple degrees from Mississippi
State University, including a bachelor
of business administration degree with
a major in business economics, a mas-
ter of public policy and administration,
and a master of arts in economics. Fol-
lowing that, David turned his attention
to studying law, graduating cum laude
with his juris doctor from Georgetown
University Law Center, while working
part time.

David’s contributions throughout his
tenure have been invaluable to the leg-
islative functions of my office, and his
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insightful input will be missed. I, along
with the rest of my office, have bene-
fitted from David’s knowledge and ex-
perience. His personal qualities are im-
peccable. He is a hard working, cour-
teous, and intelligent young man, who
has a strong sense of responsibility,
good judgment, and a pleasant de-
meanor that makes him an easy person
to like.

Mississippi and our Nation have been
well-served by the diligence, dedica-
tion, and commitment to excellence
David provided on a daily basis. He has
put forth his best efforts to reflect
credit on me, my State, and the Sen-
ate, and has been successful in doing
so. I will miss David’s good counsel. He
has my appreciation and gratitude for
the notable job he has done in the Sen-
ate. I wish David, his wife Julia, and
their son Henry, all the best in their
future endeavors.e

———

TRIBUTE TO SCOTT KAUFMAN

e Mr. PETERS. Madam President,
today I wish to recognize Mr. Scott
Kaufman’s term of service as chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Metropolitan Detroit, which in-
cludes the contributions he has made
to Metro Detroit and its Jewish com-
munities.

Founded in 1926, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Metropolitan Detroit has sup-
ported the Jewish population in the
greater Detroit area by addressing
their health, welfare, educational, cul-
tural, and spiritual needs, not only in
Southeast Michigan, but also in Israel
and throughout the world. Under Mr.
Kaufman’s stewardship, the federation
has expanded these efforts, which have
strengthened the Jewish community,
and Southeast Michigan, as a whole.

Mr. Kaufman has been with the fed-
eration since 2007, serving in a variety
of roles including director of strategic
initiatives and director of the federa-
tion’s yearlong effort to celebrate the
60th anniversary of Israel in 2008, as
well as leading multiple family mis-
sions to Israel.

Mr. Kaufman has also ensured the
longevity of the federation by encour-
aging its engagement of young Jewish
people. Mr. Kaufman’s leadership in
those efforts led to the development of
programs such as CommunityNEXT
and NEXTGen Detroit. These programs
have gone on to become models of en-
gagement for Jewish organizations
across the country. His initiatives have
focused on addressing crucial needs
within the community, such as JHelp,
where individuals in need can find re-
sources to aid them in areas such as
housing, disability services, and men-
tal health. These efforts have led to the
expansion of the federation’s scope and
mission, as well as the impact it con-
tinues to make in Metro Detroit.

The Jewish Federation of Metropoli-
tan Detroit is a dynamic organization
whose endeavors have been felt far and
wide in communities across metro De-
troit. Its rich history of service to the
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Jewish community and all residents of
Southeast Michigan continue to en-
hance of vibrancy of Metro Detroit. As
the federation celebrates and reflects
on the end of Mr. Kaufman’s term as
CEO, I ask all my colleagues to join me
in congratulating him, as well as the
employees and volunteers of the fed-
eration, whose impact has and con-
tinues to improve the lives so many. I
wish the federation success in the
years ahead as it continues in its mis-
sion, and I am confident Mr. Kaufman’s
will continue to lead endeavors in
metro Detroit that strengthen the
community.e
——

RECOGNIZING HANSON GARAGE

e Mr. RISCH. Madam President, today
I wish to highlight the hard work and
determination of a small business in
my home State of Idaho. The small
business that I am honoring today goes
above and beyond when it comes to em-
bodying the American entrepreneurial
spirit. As a member and former chair-
man of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, it is
my pleasure to recognize Hanson Ga-
rage, Inc., as the Idaho Small Business
of the Month for October 2019.

Hanson Garage in Orofino was found-
ed in 1917 by Hans ‘‘Pete’ Hanson and
began selling Dodge vehicles in 1919.
Pete’s son, Ket Hanson, later took over
the garage and passed it on to his sons
Keith and Larry when he retired in the
early 1980s. Keith and Larry grew up
sweeping floors and washing cars at the
garage, and upon graduating from the
University of Idaho, they became part-
ners in the family business. More than
100 years and three generations later,
Hanson Garage remains a smalltown,
family-owned business renowned for its
passion, friendliness, and dedication to
providing exceptional service.

The garage sells new and used Dodge,
Chrysler, Jeep, and Ram vehicles, Su-
zuki ATVs and motorcycles, and KTM
motorcycles. It also offers services
such as financial assistance, vehicle re-
pair, and a variety of parts for pur-
chase. Over the years, the business has
received several awards from Chrysler
and Suzuki for exceptional sales and
service, and the Hanson family at-
tributes the business’s success to their
consistent fair prices and superior cus-
tomer service.

Thirteen families in the Orofino area
are employed at Hanson Garage, com-
prising a significant share of the work-
force for a community of about 3,000
people. Keith and Larry Hanson are ac-
tive members of the Orofino Chamber
of Commerce and supporters of local
youth sporting events and of the
Orofino Lumber Jack Days and the
County Fair. I would like to extend a
well-deserved congratulations to Keith
and Larry Hanson and all of the em-
ployees of Hanson Garage for being se-
lected as the October 2019 Idaho Small
Business of the Month. You make our
great State proud, and I look forward
to watching your continued growth and
success.®
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TRIBUTE TO RUSS COWLEY

e Mr. ROMNEY. Madam President, I
wish to congratulate Mr. Russ Cowley,
a man of remarkable achievement and
character, on a career dedicated to
public service for the great State of
Utah. After three decades with the Six
County Association of Governments,
including 22 years of service as its ex-
ecutive director, Russ is passing the
torch of leadership. He leaves behind a
distinguished legacy and big boots to
fill.

The Six County Association of Gov-
ernments is instrumental in facili-
tating economic and community devel-
opment in Juab, Millard, Piute,
Sanpete, Sevier, and Wayne Counties.
Six County AOG brings local voices to
the table to oversee State and Federal
programs as well as a wide range of
services in an efficient and impactful
manner for rural Utah.

As executive director, Russ has dem-
onstrated an extraordinary ability to
bring together the right people and re-
sources to achieve results for the Six
County region. His commitment to fos-
tering development is evident in his
hiring of staff who are dedicated to ac-
cessing resources for local govern-
ments.

Russ has advocated on behalf of rural
Utahns by bringing together important
stakeholders and decisionmakers. He
pioneered an annual leadership sum-
mit, which focuses on rural Utah’s eco-
nomic growth, and the Natural Re-
source Summer Meeting, which high-
lights critical public lands and natural
resource issues for the region. Addi-
tionally, the congressional briefing
highlights specific pressing topics for
Members of Congress and their staffs,
and the Six County Legislative Day
connects local elected officials and
State legislators to set legislative
goals on these critical issues.

The legacy of Russ Cowley will shape
rural Utah for generations to come.
Our great State owes him a debt of
gratitude for three decades of selfless
public service. We wish the cowboy
from Venice the best in his next chap-
ter.

Thank you, Russ, for your service to
our State.e

———

REMEMBERING FRANKLYN G.
VERLEY III

e Ms. ROSEN. Madam President, today
I would like to honor the life and leg-
acy of Franklyn G. Verley III, a radio
host and community leader who passed
away in Las Vegas, NV, in late Sep-
tember at the age of 59. Franklyn
Verley will be remembered as the host
of the ““Like it is Radio’ show on Las
Vegas’ Power 88.1 for the past 16 years,
where he made the most of his role to
highlight social, race, and economic
issues that impact the Las Vegas com-
munity every day.

Franklyn was born and raised in New
York, NY, where his parents immersed
him in Black culture and the value of
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his roots and cultural history. While
living in New York, he was a lead sales
representative for the School and Col-
lege Department for the New York
Times. Once he relocated to Las Vegas
in the mid-2000s, Franklyn began his
radio career, joining the team at KCEP
Power 88.1, where he hosted the ‘‘Like
it is Radio Show.” As a host and execu-
tive producer, he brought on a wide
range of guests, such as Senator Harry
Reid, Armstrong Williams, and Angela
Bassett. His show covered topics that
ranged from political, judicial, and so-
cial issues that affected the Black com-
munity he advocated for on a daily
basis. He also became a recipient of
many awards, being inducted into the
Nevada Broadcasters Association Hall
of Fame in 2019 and receiving the Foun-
tain of Hope Community Activism
Award and the NAACP Legacy Builder
Award.

Franklyn will be dearly missed by
family members, friends, and the hun-
dreds of people whose lives he touched
every day through his advocacy and
knowledge. I extend our sincerest con-
dolences to Franklyn’s wife and the en-
tire extended community where he
made a positive impact. His legacy
lives on in each of us.e

RECOGNIZING MOTHER KOMBUCHA

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, as
chairman of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
it is my privilege to recognize a unique
Florida small business for its valuable
contributions to the local economy and
its dedicated efforts towards sustain-
ability and dignified work. Today, it is
my distinct pleasure to name Mother
Kombucha of St. Petersburg, FL as the
Senate Small Business of the Week.

In 2014, Tonya Donati, a former occu-
pational therapist, became Florida’s
first licensed kombucha brewer after
noticing there were not many locally
sourced options. Tonya and her busi-
ness partner, Joshua Rumschlag, began
brewing kombucha, a beverage of fer-
mented, sweetened tea, in Tonya’s
small test kitchen to sell at local farm-
ers markets. Eventually, Tonya and
her husband, Victor Donati, secured a
Small Business Administration 7(a)
loan to move into a larger space, which
enabled them to manufacture
kombucha full time. Through hard
work and a strategic vision, Mother
Kombucha has grown from a 2-person
operation into a full-scale business
that now employs nearly 20 people and
packages around 7,500 bottles a day.
Over the last 5 years, Mother
Kombucha has opened more than 600
accounts across Florida, and their
products can be found in Publix, Whole
Foods, and Winn-Dixie. Though the
kombucha industry has expanded in re-
cent years, Mother Kombucha’s niche
position provides a competitive edge in
the expanding market.

Mother Kombucha sets itself apart in
this industry as a brand committed to
making a positive social and environ-
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mental impact. As a woman-owned and
operated company, Tonya’s business is
an inspiration for other women entre-
preneurs. It has been certified by the
Women’s Business Enterprise National
Council, one of the leading advocates
for women business owners in the
United States. Several of Mother
Kombucha’s flavors are based on a sin-
gle-source green tea from a company
that helps to raise women out of pov-
erty in Bangladesh. Mother Kombucha
makes community involvement a pri-
ority. In addition to providing competi-
tive salaries to its employees, the com-
pany hosts an annual Mother’s Day
fundraiser to benefit women and chil-
dren affected by domestic violence.
Mother Kombucha has incorporated
solar panels into each of their facili-
ties, operates a robust recycling pro-
gram, and is working to achieve B-Corp
status. This certification is awarded to
companies who uphold the highest en-
vironmental and labor standards, while
also giving back to their respective
communities.

Tonya has worked hard to expand her
business throughout Florida, and her
efforts have not gone unnoticed. Nota-
bly, Mother Kombucha was honored by
GrowFlorida as one of Florida’s 50
Companies to Watch in 2019. Tonya’s
love of kombucha, her hard work, and
commitment to her community make
this business an integral part of Flor-
ida’s economic framework. This Na-
tional Women’s Small Business Month,
it is my honor to congratulate the en-
tire Mother Kombucha team for being
named Senate Small Business of the
Week. I look forward to watching their
continued growth and success.®

———

TRIBUTE TO PERRY HAND

e Mr. SHELBY. Madam President,
today I wish to honor the retirement of
Perry Hand, an Alabama native, from
Volkert, Inc. Perry is a recognized
leader in the engineering field with
nearly 50 years of experience in the in-
dustry. He has provided decades of
service to improve the quality of life in
his community and across the State of
Alabama.

Mr. Perry Hand previously served as
senior vice president and chief mar-
keting officer at Volkert in Mobile,
AL. He was appointed president, chief
executive officer, and chairman of the
board in 2011. In 2018, Mr. Hand ap-
pointed a new president and CEO to the
company, and he retained the role of
chairman. Prior to his work with
Volkert, Perry served as Alabama’s
highway director, Alabama’s secretary
of state, and a two-term State senator.
He also founded Perry Hand & Associ-
ates, Inc.

Perry has earned many recognitions
throughout his career, among them are
his induction into the Alabama Con-
struction Hall of Fame, the Alabama
Engineering Hall of Fame, earning the
Chairman’s Award at Volkert, multiple
Auburn University awards, and many
more. He earned his bachelor’s degree
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