
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 116th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S5775 

Vol. 165 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2019 No. 162 

Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable THOM 
TILLIS, a Senator from the State of 
North Carolina. 

f 

PRAYER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s 
opening prayer will be offered by Pas-
tor Andrew Brunson of Chapel Hill, NC. 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Before I pray, I want to thank the 
Senate. I am standing here today be-
cause so many of you fought for me, 
and I am deeply grateful, in a time of 
many divides, to those who were uni-
fied in fighting for my release. Thank 
you. 

Let us pray. 
Our Heavenly Father, may Your Holy 

Name be honored. May Your Name be 
held in high regard in this Senate. 

We give thanks to You, for You are 
good, and Your steadfast love endures 
forever. You have watched over this 
Nation through various times of peace, 
prosperity, turmoil, and war. May we 
continue to look to You and be a peo-
ple who seek Your face. Draw us near, 
and may we draw near to You. Blessed 
is the nation whose God is the Lord. 
Reveal to us our sins, and forgive us. 
Reveal to us also Your love, and enable 
each of us to love You with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

Today, I pray that You grant to the 
Senators of the United States the spir-
it of wisdom, the fear of the Lord, and 
the courage to act by the counsel of 
the Lord in all matters great and 
small. May they have Your perspective 
on all things. May Your Kingdom come 
and Your will be done here in our Na-
tion as it is in Heaven in and through 
these Senators. Bless their families and 
their health. Give them Your peace. 

O God, fill this place with Your pres-
ence, and unite us as one nation under 
Your leadership, indivisible, with lib-
erty and justice for all. 

I pray in the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, October 15, 2019. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable THOM TILLIS, a Sen-
ator from the State of North Carolina, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

CHUCK GRASSLEY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. TILLIS thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 2 min-
utes as in morning business. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

UNITED STATES NAVY’S 244TH 
BIRTHDAY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on 
October 13, the U.S. Navy celebrated 
its 244th birthday. The U.S. Navy was 
founded by the Continental Congress in 
1775 to disrupt British shipping and 
naval power in the Revolutionary War. 
At the time, the Navy was just a sim-
ple, ragtag band of converted merchant 
ships. The U.S. Navy today is the most 
powerful naval force anywhere in the 
world. It provides the military with the 

ability to project power to every corner 
of the globe. America’s Navy works 
tirelessly to protect the freedom of 
navigation, of commerce, and travel 
around the world. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KEN QUINN 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on 

another point, for the last three dec-
ades, Des Moines has hosted something 
every year this week called the World 
Food Prize. As the World Food Prize 
kicks off this week in Des Moines, I 
pay tribute to an outstanding Iowan 
and the president of that foundation. 

In his Foreign Service career, Ken 
Quinn was the Ambassador to Cam-
bodia, but earlier in that career, Ken 
Quinn’s life of service took him from a 
small town in Iowa to Southeast Asia 
and back. Decades ago, he identified an 
avenue to peace and prosperity. As a 
young Foreign Service officer, he saw 
that roads secured economic freedom 
and food security for the impoverished 
people of Southeast Asia. 

For the last 20 years, Ambassador 
Quinn—now not in the Foreign Serv-
ice—has cultivated the World Food 
Prize into the Nobel Prize for Agri-
culture. Thanks to his stewardship of 
the seeds first planted by the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate of 1970, Dr. Nor-
man Borlaug, the World Food Prize 
will yield humanitarian goods for gen-
erations to come. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

BLACKBURN). The clerk will call the 
roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for a pe-
riod of 5 minutes as in morning busi-
ness. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

WELCOMING PASTOR ANDREW 
BRUNSON 

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President and 
those who were watching during the 
opening prayer, that was Pastor An-
drew Brunson from North Carolina. 
This month marks a year since Pastor 
Brunson was released from a Turkish 
prison. Norine, his wife, is in the Gal-
lery as well. They were swept up in 
what I considered to be an overreaction 
by President Erdogan and the Turkish 
regime in their imprisoning thousands 
of people after the coup attempt in 
Turkey. I actually found out about this 
first as casework. Pastor Brunson was 
from North Carolina. Then, slowly but 
steadily, diplomacy wasn’t working, 
and he found himself in a Turkish pris-
on—at one point in really what we 
would consider to be despicable cir-
cumstances. He was in a prison cell 
that was designed for maybe 8 or 10 
people that had had more than 20 in it, 
and none of them spoke the English 
language. 

Pastor Brunson was a missionary in 
Turkey for almost 20 years. He had a 
church in Izmir, and all they tried to 
do for those who wanted to hear the 
Word of God was to speak it. For that, 
he was ultimately incarcerated and ac-
cused of being a part of the Turkish 
coup attempt. It was about a year later 
that they issued an indictment for him. 
It was a 62-page indictment that read 
like a horrible, fictional novel and had 
some of the most absurd allegations 
you could possibly imagine. Certainly, 
they were things that wouldn’t keep 
you in jail overnight in the United 
States but were things that were po-
tentially going to have Pastor Brunson 
convicted and spending 35 years in a 
Turkish prison. 

We got word back that after the in-
dictment was issued against Pastor 
Brunson, he was afraid that the Amer-
ican people were going to believe it, 
that we would simply move on, and 
that he would be left there at the fate 
of the Turkish judiciary. When I heard 
that, the first thing I told my staff is 
that I had to go to Turkey. I wanted to 
go to the prison that Pastor Brunson 
was in, and I had the opportunity to 
meet Norine, his wife, the day before. I 
went there, and across a table that was 
about as wide as this desk, I told Pas-
tor Brunson that we were not going to 
forget him and were not going to stop 
until we got him released from prison. 

In a series of efforts here, for which I 
have to really compliment all of my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle, 
more than 72 Senators signed on to a 
letter that encouraged Pastor 
Brunson’s release. More than 100 House 
Members signed on to a similar letter. 
We did everything we could diplomati-
cally to get Pastor Brunson released. 

I decided I wanted to see how the 
court case was going, so I went back to 
Turkey a few months after I had first 

met Pastor Brunson in the prison, and 
I sat through 12 hours of so-called 
Turkish justice. I saw this man stand 
before a dais of three judges and a pros-
ecutor, where basically you were as-
sumed guilty until you proved inno-
cence. His defense attorney was as far 
away from him as is that wall. That is 
Turkish justice. That is not anything 
we can imagine in this country, but 
that is what this man was subjected to. 

Over the course of several months 
and in working with the President, 
Secretary Pompeo, the Vice President, 
and a number of other people, we were 
able to get President Erdogan to recog-
nize that this was a political exercise, 
that it was not an exercise in justice, 
and that he needed to be released. 

A year ago this month, he was re-
leased, and now he is opening the Sen-
ate in prayer. I thank Pastor Brunson 
for his perseverance. He went through 
things that most of us cannot imagine, 
and Norine was his strongest advocate. 

I see the Parliamentarian looking at 
me as if I am not supposed to recognize 
the fact that Norine Brunson is in the 
Gallery, so I will not recognize that 
fact because that would be a violation 
of the rules. 

They are a sight for sore eyes, and I 
am so glad to have them back in this 
country. I know they are going to con-
tinue their missionary work wherever 
they can. I thank them for their lead-
ership and their deep faith. 

Thank you for opening the Senate 
today. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

IMPEACHMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
Congress is returning to Washington 
for a work period that will be filled 
with important to-do items, but we al-
ready know what will top the agenda in 
the House of Representatives: House 
Democrats are finally indulging in 
their 3-year old impeachment obses-
sion, full steam ahead. 

Many of us remember the Wash-
ington Post headline that was literally 
published on Inauguration Day in 2017. 
Here is what it said: ‘‘The campaign to 
impeach President Trump has begun.’’ 
And, sure enough, House Democrats 
have been at it ever since. 

One prominent House Democrat 
called this Presidency illegitimate be-
fore it had even begun. One of Speaker 

PELOSI’s committee chairs whom she 
has tasked with leading this process 
promised years ago that she would find 
a way to impeach the President. 

Now that Speaker PELOSI has finally 
crumbled and allowed her leftwing im-
peachment caucus to dictate the 
House’s actions, I don’t think many of 
us were expecting to witness a clinic in 
terms of fairness or due process. But 
even by their own partisan standards, 
House Democrats have already found 
new ways to lower the bar. This is 
about the most consequential process 
the House of Representatives could 
possibly engage in: overruling Amer-
ican voters and nullifying an election. 

Surely, any such process must be 
conducted with the utmost fairness and 
transparency. It must be held to the 
most exact of standards. Yet House 
Democrats have wasted no time throw-
ing fairness and precedent to the wind. 
Already, they have denied their Repub-
lican counterparts certain minority 
rights, like equal subpoena power, 
which Republicans provided Democrats 
in the Clinton impeachment. 

Already, they have made clear that 
President Trump’s counsel will not be 
allowed to participate in hearings, 
present evidence, and cross-examine 
witnesses—all-important rights that 
Republicans provided to President 
Clinton. 

Already, one House chairman has 
been caught publicly mischaracterizing 
his committee’s handling of the whis-
tleblower inquiry on which this whole 
investigation hinges. 

For all the public hyperventilating 
over institutional norms that we have 
heard from House Democrats in recent 
years, it appears they have no inten-
tion of letting norms, precedents, or 
basic due process stand in their way as 
they seek to cancel out a Presidency. 

In the meantime, in the Senate we 
will keep our focus squarely on the 
substantive work we need to complete 
for the American people. In the coming 
days, we will confirm another slate of 
President Trump’s well-qualified nomi-
nees. For starters, later this afternoon, 
we will advance the nomination of Bar-
bara Barrett, the President’s choice to 
be Secretary of the Air Force. 

Speaking of our Armed Forces, Con-
gress can waste no more time in get-
ting our appropriations process back 
on track and delivering a funding that 
our servicemembers need. Just 2 
months ago, the President and the 
Speaker of the House produced an 
agreement to guide the appropriations 
process. The White House and congres-
sional leaders set top-line funding tar-
gets for defense and nondefense and 
agreed to forego poison pills. Last 
month, unfortunately, our Democratic 
colleagues went back on the deal. Rou-
tine funding negotiations were again 
subject to poison pill threats, and ur-
gent resources for the operations of the 
Pentagon were withheld for the sake of 
politics. 

We need to put these political games 
aside. Democrats need to stop filibus-
tering a pay raise for our troops and 
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