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Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. 
CARPER, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. BEN-
NET): 

S. Res. 347. A resolution designating Octo-
ber 2, 2019, as ‘‘Energy Efficiency Day’’ in 
celebration of the economic and environ-
mental benefits that have been driven by pri-
vate sector innovation and Federal energy 
efficiency policies; considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. ALEXANDER, and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. Res. 348. A resolution proclaiming the 
week of September 23 through September 27, 
2019, as ‘‘National Clean Energy Week’’; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CASEY, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. Res. 349. A resolution supporting the 
designation of September 20, 2019, as ‘‘Na-
tional Concussion Awareness Day’’; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mr. REED, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. Res. 350. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2019 as ‘‘National Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month’’; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
CORNYN, and Ms. HASSAN): 

S. Res. 351. A resolution designating the 
week of September 29 through October 5, 
2019, as ‘‘National Community Policing 
Week’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
CORNYN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. COONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. GARDNER, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. REED, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. SMITH, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. Res. 352. A resolution recognizing His-
panic Heritage Month and celebrating the 
heritage and culture of Latinos in the United 
States and the immense contributions of 
Latinos to the United States; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Ms. HARRIS, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. JONES, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
WYDEN, and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. Res. 353. A resolution recognizing Sep-
tember 24, 2019, as ‘‘National Voter Registra-
tion Day’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH): 

S. Res. 354. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2019 as ‘‘National Brain Aneurysm 
Awareness Month’’; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. REED, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mr. KING): 

S. Res. 355. A resolution designating the 
week of September 22 through 28, 2019, as 
‘‘National Adult Education and Family Lit-
eracy Week’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr. 
CARDIN): 

S. Res. 356. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 4, 2019, as ‘‘National Polycystic Kid-
ney Disease Awareness Day’’, and raising 
awareness and understanding of polycystic 
kidney disease; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. Res. 357. A resolution celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma 
Gandhi; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MERKLEY: 
S. Con. Res. 26. A concurrent resolution 

calling for an end to the consumption and 
trade of dog and cat meat; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 133 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. KAINE) and the Senator from 
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 133, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the United States merchant 
mariners of World War II, in recogni-
tion of their dedicated and vital service 
during World War II. 

S. 149 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 149, a bill to establish a Senior 
Scams Prevention Advisory Council. 

S. 363 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 363, a bill to establish an Inter-
country Adoption Advisory Committee, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 430 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 430, a bill to extend the 
Secure Rural Schools and Community 
Self-Determination Act of 2000. 

S. 433 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 433, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to improve 
home health payment reforms under 
the Medicare program. 

S. 597 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
597, a bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to provide for a new rule 
regarding the application of the Act to 
marihuana, and for other purposes. 

S. 655 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) and the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 655, a bill to impose addi-
tional restrictions on tobacco flavors 
for use in e-cigarettes. 

S. 743 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS), the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. ROSEN) and the Senator from 

South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 743, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal to the sol-
diers of the 5307th Composite Unit 
(Provisional), commonly known as 
‘‘Merrill’s Marauders’’, in recognition 
of their bravery and outstanding serv-
ice in the jungles of Burma during 
World War II. 

S. 785 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 785, a bill to improve 
mental health care provided by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 800 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 800, a bill to establish a 
postsecondary student data system. 

S. 877 

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
877, a bill to prohibit the sale of shark 
fins, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
877, supra. 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
877, supra. 

At the request of Mr. CARPER, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
877, supra. 

S. 978 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 978, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the work opportunity 
credit. 

S. 1032 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1032, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
modify the definition of income for 
purposes of determining the tax-ex-
empt status of certain corporations. 

S. 1067 

At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1067, a bill to provide for research to 
better understand the causes and con-
sequences of sexual harassment affect-
ing individuals in the scientific, tech-
nical, engineering, and mathematics 
workforce and to examine policies to 
reduce the prevalence and negative im-
pact of such harassment, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1465 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1465, a bill to amend title 
IV of the Social Security Act to allow 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
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Services to award competitive grants 
to enhance collaboration between 
State child welfare and juvenile justice 
systems. 

S. 1552 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1552, a bill to decrimi-
nalize marijuana, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1590 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1590, a bill to amend the State 
Department Basic Authorities Act of 
1956 to authorize rewards for thwarting 
wildlife trafficking linked to 
transnational organized crime, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1678 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

names of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
ROMNEY) and the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. CRUZ) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 1678, a bill to express United States 
support for Taiwan’s diplomatic alli-
ances around the world. 

S. 1820 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 1820, a bill to im-
prove the integrity and safety of horse-
racing by requiring a uniform anti- 
doping and medication control pro-
gram to be developed and enforced by 
an independent Horseracing Anti- 
Doping and Medication Control Au-
thority. 

S. 1840 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1840, a bill to establish certain re-
quirements for the small refineries ex-
emption of the renewable fuels provi-
sions under the Clean Air Act, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1906 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1906, a bill to require the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to provide financial 
assistance to eligible entities to pro-
vide and coordinate the provision of 
suicide prevention services for veterans 
at risk of suicide and veteran families 
through the award of grants to such en-
tities, and for other purposes. 

S. 1918 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1918, a bill to amend the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act to 
require alternative options for summer 
food service program delivery. 

S. 2042 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN), the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) were 

added as cosponsors of S. 2042, a bill to 
require the Secretary of the Treasury 
to mint coins in commemoration of the 
National Purple Heart Hall of Honor. 

S. 2062 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2062, a bill to prohibit the use of 
funds for the 2026 World Cup unless the 
United States Soccer Federation pro-
vides equitable pay to the members of 
the United States Women’s National 
Team and the United States Men’s Na-
tional Team. 

S. 2107 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH), the Senator from Iowa 
(Mr. GRASSLEY) and the Senator from 
Iowa (Ms. ERNST) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2107, a bill to increase 
the number of CBP Agriculture Spe-
cialists and support staff in the Office 
of Field Operations of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2137 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2137, a bill to promote energy savings 
in residential buildings and industry, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2203 

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 
names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL), the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) and the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2203, a bill to 
extend the transfer of Electronic Trav-
el Authorization System fees from the 
Travel Promotion Fund to the Corpora-
tion for Travel Promotion (Brand USA) 
through fiscal year 2027, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2227 

At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2227, a bill to decrimi-
nalize and deschedule cannabis, to pro-
vide for reinvestment in certain per-
sons adversely impacted by the War on 
Drugs, to provide for expungement of 
certain cannabis offenses, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2238 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2238, a bill to protect elections for pub-
lic office by providing financial support 
and enhanced security for the infra-
structure used to carry out such elec-
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 2254 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2254, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to create a Pension 
Rehabilitation Trust Fund, to establish 
a Pension Rehabilitation Administra-

tion within the Department of the 
Treasury to make loans to multiem-
ployer defined benefit plans, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2330 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. MCSALLY) and the Senator from 
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2330, a bill to amend the 
Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur 
Sports Act to provide for congressional 
oversight of the board of directors of 
the United States Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee and to protect 
amateur athletes from emotional, 
physical, and sexual abuse, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2353 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. MCSALLY), the Senator from Ari-
zona (Ms. SINEMA), the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. CARPER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2353, a 
bill to direct the Administrator of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy to develop guidance for firefighters 
and other emergency response per-
sonnel on best practices to protect 
them from exposure to PFAS and to 
limit and prevent the release of PFAS 
into the environment, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2427 

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2427, a bill to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint and 
issue quarter dollars in commemora-
tion of the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2434 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2434, a bill to estab-
lish the National Criminal Justice 
Commission. 

S. 2477 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Maine 
(Ms. COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2477, a bill to establish a National 
Commission on Fibrotic Diseases. 

S. 2478 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2478, a bill to designate the Baha-
mas under section 244 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide 
temporary protected status under such 
section to eligible nationals of the Ba-
hamas. 

S. 2479 

At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2479, a bill to provide clar-
ification regarding the common or 
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usual name for bison and compliance 
with section 403 of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2480 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2480, a bill to amend title 
31, United States Code, to reauthorize 
the payment in lieu of taxes program 
through fiscal year 2029. 

S. 2519 
At the request of Mr. ROMNEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2519, a bill to protect the 
public health by prohibiting non-to-
bacco e-cigarette flavors and ensuring 
electronic nicotine delivery systems 
are tamper-proof. 

S. 2548 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2548, a bill to amend the 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 to address and take action 
to prevent bullying and harassment of 
students. 

S. 2549 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2549, a bill to allow nonprofit 
child care providers to participate in 
the loan programs of the Small Busi-
ness Administration. 

S.J. RES. 16 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 16, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States to 
abolish the electoral college and to 
provide for the direct election of the 
President and Vice President of the 
United States. 

S. RES. 98 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 98, a resolution es-
tablishing the Congressional Gold Star 
Family Fellowship Program for the 
placement in offices of Senators of 
children, spouses, and siblings of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who are hos-
tile casualties or who have died from a 
training-related injury. 

S. RES. 318 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 318, a resolution to 
support the Global Fund to fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria, and the 
Sixth Replenishment. 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 318, supra. 

S. RES. 341 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 

(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 341, a resolution designating 
September 2019 as ‘‘National Ovarian 
Cancer Awareness Month’’. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. 
LEE): 

S. 2566. A bill to amend section 3661 
of title 18, United States Code, to pro-
hibit the consideration of acquitted 
conduct at sentencing; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2566 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Prohibiting 
Punishment of Acquitted Conduct Act of 
2019’’. 
SEC. 2. ACQUITTED CONDUCT AT SENTENCING. 

(a) USE OF INFORMATION FOR SENTENCING.— 
(1) AMENDMENT.—Section 3661 of title 18, 

United States Code, is amended by inserting 
‘‘, except that a court of the United States 
shall not consider, except for purposes of 
mitigating a sentence, acquitted conduct 
under this section’’ before the period at the 
end. 

(2) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made 
by paragraph (1) shall apply only to a judg-
ment entered on or after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3673 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘As’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) As’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) As used in this chapter, the term ‘ac-

quitted conduct’ means— 
‘‘(1) an act— 
‘‘(A) for which a person was criminally 

charged and adjudicated not guilty after 
trial in a Federal, State, or Tribal court; or 

‘‘(B) in the case of a juvenile, that was 
charged and for which the juvenile was found 
not responsible after a juvenile adjudication 
hearing; or 

‘‘(2) any act underlying a criminal charge 
or juvenile information dismissed— 

‘‘(A) in a Federal court upon a motion for 
acquittal under rule 29 of the Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure; or 

‘‘(B) in a State or Tribal court upon a mo-
tion for acquittal or an analogous motion 
under the applicable State or Tribal rule of 
criminal procedure.’’. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. MERKLEY, and Ms. ROSEN): 

S. 2579. A bill to direct the Director 
of the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy to carry out programs and ac-
tivities to ensure that Federal science 
agencies and institutions of higher edu-
cation receiving Federal research and 

development funding are fully engag-
ing their entire talent pool, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

f 

WOMEN AND MINORITIES IN STEM 
BOOSTER ACT OF 2019 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, studies 
show that women and underrepresented 
minorities face substantial barriers to 
completing educational opportunities 
and pursuing careers in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) fields. Congress and the Fed-
eral government should be doing more 
to help women and underrepresented 
minorities succeed in these areas, 
which will strengthen our economy and 
communities in the long-term. 

For these reasons, I come to the floor 
today to reintroduce the STEM Oppor-
tunities Act of 2019 and the Women and 
Minorities in STEM Booster Act of 
2019, two important bills that would 
help to broaden participation in STEM 
and strengthen our nation’s STEM 
pipeline for women and minorities. 

Recent trends indicate that we are 
not keeping pace with training the sci-
entists and engineers we will need for 
the 21st century careers of the future. 
Unfortunately, women and minorities 
too often ‘‘leak’’ out of the STEM pipe-
line before completing degrees in these 
critical fields. In order for the United 
States to remain competitive in our in-
creasingly global economy, we need to 
make sure opportunities are available 
for everyone because only when every-
one succeeds can we all succeed. 

As members of Congress, we have a 
responsibility to ensure that our coun-
try remains competitive and provides 
opportunities for all Americans. We 
have an important role to play in 
breaking down barriers for women and 
minorities in STEM and must work to 
ensure that Federal government agen-
cies, Federal laboratories, institutions 
of higher education, State and local 
governments, industry, and nonprofit 
stakeholders are working collabo-
ratively to support these efforts. 

The STEM Opportunities Act rep-
resents a comprehensive approach to 
improving the severe shortage and lack 
of diversity in our Nation’s STEM pipe-
line by addressing factors that limit 
the progression of women and minori-
ties in research environments and im-
plementing research-based practices to 
improve the recruitment and retention 
of faculty and students. Specifically, 
the bill would provide for guidance, 
data collection, and grants for women 
and minorities in STEM at institutions 
of higher education and at federal 
science agencies to improve access and 
reduce cultural and institutional bar-
riers that limit diversity in STEM re-
search and careers. 

The Women and Minorities in STEM 
Booster Act represents a more targeted 
approach to strengthening the STEM 
pipeline, by providing for training, out-
reach, mentoring, and other resources 
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