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That is another note from Alaina to
our service men and women deployed
overseas.

She gets notes back, of course. One
wrote:

Thank you for everything you’ve done for
us. Please keep supporting the troops [and
sending cookies].

Our military members love cookies.
They say it makes a big difference.

Someone also sent her an American
flag that was flown overseas in appre-
ciation of the cookies, as well as a unit
coin, a military coin, sent to Alaina by
our appreciative troops. ‘It was amaz-
ing,” she said, when she got this.

As someone who has been deployed
myself, away from family and friends, I
know what it means to get such care
packages. It means the world. It means
that people back home are remem-
bering what you are doing.

Alaina, thank you for your great
work supporting our troops, for the ex-
ample you are setting for all the young
men and women, not just in Alaska but
America.

Amy and Curtis, thanks for raising
such a wonderful daughter.

Alaina, keep up the great work. Con-
gratulations, once again, on being our
Alaskan of the Week.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS

MONTH

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce a resolution that
would recognize September as National
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. In
the United States, more than 15,000
kids are diagnosed with cancer every
single year, and more than 300,000 chil-
dren are diagnosed globally.

On average, more than 75 children in
West Virginia alone are diagnosed with
cancer every year, which has been a
steady increase over the last 10 years.
We have made a lot of progress over
the last few decades in research for pre-
vention and care, but there is more
work to be done. That is why I am here
today to continue the drumbeat and
elevate the issue.

I will share a story of a young man I
met just last week. On Friday, I had
the honor of visiting with students and
teachers at George Washington High
School in Charleston, WV. One student
by the name of Nicholas ‘“‘Nick’ Spence
came up to me during my visit and
shared that at age 15 he was diagnosed
with cancer. He later sent me a letter
telling me about his story and asked
me to help raise awareness of childhood
cancer, which I assumed we had al-
ready done since we have done it for
adult cancer.
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Nick’s letter goes like this:

Dear Senator Manchin,

Thank you for visiting my school on Fri-
day. It was really cool to meet you. As I
shared with you in person, at age 15 my life
was changed forever. Before then, it never
crossed my mind that I would become a can-
cer patient, much less a pediatric one.

I was diagnosed with cancer and underwent
chemotherapy. As a result, in May 2018, T had
to have my leg amputated.

After two long years, I am proud to say
that I finally overcame and defeated my can-
cer, and I'm currently a senior at George
Washington High School.

I feel very strongly that there needs to be
more awareness about childhood cancer in
West Virginia, and I appreciated speaking
with you about that during your visit.

That’s why I'm writing today to ask you to
continue fighting for West Virginians and to
do whatever you can to help raise awareness
about childhood cancer.

Signed, Nick Spence

Thank you, Nick, for standing up and
reaching out to me. I will never forget
how you walked across the gym after
we were done with the meeting with all
of the students at your high school,
and I was impressed by your willing-
ness to stand up and come over and tell
me, basically, what you were concerned
about and what you want to change.

In addition, I would also like to rec-
ognize some very special guests who
have driven here today from West Vir-
ginia, and they are in the Senate
Chamber today. From Charleston, WV,
we have Kelly Wymer, Ali Wymer, and
Cherie White. I thank them for attend-
ing and being here. They are in town
representing the West Virginia Kids
Cancer Crusaders at the CureFest here
in DC on the National Mall.

When Ali was just 6% years old, she
was diagnosed with cancer. She under-
went 2% years of treatment, including
two surgeries and chemotherapy.

We are so proud to have Ali here in
the Chamber with us today. She is cur-
rently 21 years old and healthy as can
be. They said ‘“‘healthy as a horse.” 1
say ‘‘healthy as can be.” She is a stu-
dent at BridgeValley Community and
Technical College, majoring in
healthcare—what else?

Nick, I know you are at home watch-
ing this now, and I just want to thank
you. I really want to thank you for
sharing your story with me. It really
touched me how brave you are for
speaking up and advocating for people
other than yourself.

I am glad we were able to do this in
such quick order. Usually things don’t
happen this quickly in Washington,
but, truly, when it comes to the chil-
dren of our country and our home
State, it means so much to us.

I am proud to say that this is a bipar-
tisan resolution, and I have teamed up
with Senator JOSH HAWLEY from Mis-
souri to introduce this resolution. This
resolution is also supported by Senator
JACK REED from Rhode Island and my
fellow West Virginia Senator, SHELLEY
MOORE CAPITO.

In addition to recognizing September
as National Childhood Cancer Aware-
ness Month, this resolution calls on
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Federal, State, and local governments,
along with nonprofit organizations, to
create and host programs and activi-
ties that focus on increasing public
knowledge on the risks of cancer.

Finally, this resolution recognizes
the human toll of cancer and makes a
pledge that the United States of Amer-
ica will make the prevention and cure
of cancer a public health priority.

I am proud to introduce this resolu-
tion. And, Nick, thank you again. Ali,
thank you, and thanks to all of those
who are so brave and the families who
support them and help raise awareness
for childhood cancer.

I urge all of my colleagues—all of my
colleagues—to join me in supporting
this resolution.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
TRIBUTE TO BERNARD INGOLD

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, on be-
half of myself and Mr. REED, as the
chair and ranking member of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee, as well
as the cochairs of the Senate Army
Caucus, it is our honor to pay tribute
to a great leader, an exceptional offi-
cer, and a senior executive of the U.S.
Army, Mr. Bernard P. Ingold. Mr.
Ingold is the principle deputy chief of
legislative liaison for the Office of the
Secretary of the Army, and as he pre-
pares to leave this position for a well-
deserved retirement, we commend him
for his outstanding leadership, advice,
and sound professional judgment on
numerous critical issues of enduring
importance to the Army, Congress, and
this Nation.

Bernie Ingold has served our Army
and our Nation for more than 40 years
as an Army officer and a Department
of the Army civilian. A native of
Michigan, Mr. Ingold was commis-
sioned in 1979 as a judge advocate gen-
eral officer upon earning a degree in
law from the University of Arkansas.
His service to the Nation included roles
as a deputy staff judge advocate for
U.S. Army Berlin, as a legislative
counsel for the office of the chief of
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legislative liaison, and as the deputy
director for legal policy in the Office of
the Secretary of Defense.

After serving 20 years on Active
Duty, Mr. Ingold retired and continued
his service as a civilian in the Depart-
ment of the Army. From 1999 to 2010,
he served as the deputy chief legisla-
tive counsel for the Army’s office of
the chief of legislative liaison. In 2010,
he entered into the senior executive
service and began his role as the prin-
ciple deputy for the office of the chief
of legislative liaison. For the past 10
years, Mr. Ingold has implemented and
enhanced strategic partnerships with
Congress. He has assisted seven Army
chiefs of legislative liaison and helped
the Army significantly advance its re-
lationships with both legislative Cham-
bers and improved and broadened con-
gressional support for Army priorities.
Mr. Ingold managed complex issues
through multiple legislative cycles, en-
abling the Army to receive the nec-
essary resources to improve readiness,
accelerate modernization, and reform
processes to support combat oper-
ations, sustain the all-volunteer force,
and improve the quality of life for sol-
diers, Army civilians, and their fami-
lies. Throughout his career, he has
been a true professional, dedicated sol-
dier, leader, officer, and senior execu-
tive.

On behalf of the Senate, we thank
Bernard P. Ingold, his wife Lolita, and
their entire family for their continued
commitment, sacrifice, and contribu-
tions to this great Nation. We join our
colleagues in wishing him future suc-
cess as he transitions into retirement.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNI-
VERSITY OF TENNESSEE ‘“‘PRIDE
OF THE SOUTHLAND” MARCHING
BAND

e Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize the 150th an-
niversary of the University of Ten-
nessee ‘‘Pride of the Southland”
marching band and congratulate this
esteemed band on 150 years of success.

The ‘“‘Pride of the Southland’ march-
ing band was founded in 1869 by Gusta-
vus Robert Knabe, from Germany. Dur-
ing the 150 years of the marching band,
there have been 10 directors, including
the current director, Dr. Donald Ryder,
who was proceeded by both Dr. Gary
Sousa and Dr. W.J. Julian. It was Dr.
Julian who created the now famous
“Circle Drill.”

Since the band was formed after the
close of the Civil War, it had a military
style with both uniforms and music.
The marching band maintained a mili-
tary look until 1951, when the then-
band director, Walter M. Ryba,
changed the look of the uniform and
created a new look on the field. When
Dr. W.J. Julian became the director in
1961, the marching band was moved
from the military department and
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placed in the music education cur-
riculum. With this change, they re-
ceived new uniforms consisting of navy
blue trousers and jackets with an or-
ange and white military-style vest
overlay with braided shoulder straps
and a white plume with an orange and
white shako. This is the uniform cur-
rently still in use today.

Over the last 150 years, the marching
band has grown dramatically from 13
members to over 350 members. With
such a deep and rich history, it is no
surprise that several families have had
multiple generations who have partici-
pated in the ‘“‘Pride.”

The ‘“‘Pride of the Southland’ march-
ing band has been recognized inter-
nationally for their unique marching
style and music, including the innova-
tive ““Circle Drill,” which has become a
strong tradition each fall, and ‘‘Rocky
Top,” which started as the band’s half-
time show in October 1972, during the
Vols annual football game versus Ala-
bama.

In 1982, the marching band opened
the World’s Fair in Knoxville and has
performed in 15 Presidential inaugura-
tion—a record unmatched by any civil-
ian organization—with the first being
President Dwight Eisenhower in 1953
and, most recently, President Donald
Trump. The band has appeared in over
50 bowl games, including the Rose
Bowl, Cotton Bowl, Sugar Bowl, Or-
ange Bowl, Citrus Bowl, Peach Bowl,
Sun Bowl, Hall of Fame Bowl and the
1998 National Championship Fiesta
Bowl. They have also performed on the
field with stars such as Charlie Daniels
Band, Kenny Rogers, Kenny Chesney,
Lee Greenwood, Roy Acuff, the Osborne
Brothers, and many others.

At home in Neyland Stadium, the
“Pride of the Southland” band has im-
pressed Vol fans with its pre-game
show, which is considered one of the
finest ever performed. The band cre-
ated the “V-0O-L-S’’ chant, the opening
of the “Power T,” “USA,” and more.

I would like to recognize the ‘‘Pride
of the Southland” marching band for
its 150 years of rich history and com-
mend the University of Tennessee and
all band members, past and present, for
the part they have played to make the
program such a storied success. When 1
was 14, I sold programs at Neyland Sta-
dium. There is nothing more exciting
than watching a football game in
Neyland Stadium, and if your seats are
by the band, that is even better.

There are no other traditions in the
University of Tennessee’s history that
can surpass the astounding accomplish-
ments and success that the ‘“Pride of
the Southland’” marching band has in
its 150 years of service to a great uni-
versity.e

———

TRIBUTE TO RICK LATER

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
Fire Marshal Rick Later of Beaverhead
County for his 40 years of service pro-
tecting the folks of Dillon and Beaver-
head County.
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Later’s experience with firefighting
began in 1974, when he joined the Dil-
lon Volunteer Fire Department as a
volunteer. After decades of volunteer
service, Later became fire marshal in
2003. In his new role, he was given the
responsibility of not only managing
fire safety and prevention in Dillon,
but overseeing the safety of Montanans
across Fire District No. 2.

The district stretches from Glen, to
the south end of the reservoir, to Horse
Prairie to Bannack. Spanning over
5,500 square miles, the county is rough-
ly the size of the State of Connecticut.

As fire marshal, Later ran the fire
hall diligently every day. He oversaw
equipment maintenance and managed
fire investigations and building inspec-
tions. He also worked closely with the
Dillon City Council and developed a re-
lationship with the Beaverhead County
Planning Board and Zoning Commis-
sion.

Later’s service to his community and
commitment to volunteering is exem-
plary of the Montana spirit. I commend
him for 40 years of service, and I join
the folks in Dillon and Beaverhead
County in gratitude for his insight and
leadership over the years.e®

——

TRIBUTE TO BROOKE MILLS

e Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I am
proud to recognize Brooke Mills of Con-
cord as September’s Granite Stater of
the Month for her work advocating for
concussion awareness and prevention
in New Hampshire and across the coun-
try.

In March of 2014, Brooke, then a
freshman in high school, suffered a se-
vere concussion during a mandatory
handball game in gym class. The rami-
fications of this concussion went be-
yond the physical bruising in her brain
and affected everything from her social
life to her academics.

Brooke suffered from memory loss
and had to wear sunglasses indoors be-
cause the lighting in her school was
too harsh, which led to teasing and bul-
lying from her classmates. She also
had to strictly limit the time she spent
on her phone, which affected her abil-
ity to hang out with friends and use so-
cial media, a difficult situation for
someone who just started high school.

However, instead of letting her con-
cussion get the best of her, Brooke
turned her injury into a platform that
she used to educate people about the
dangers of concussions, while also pro-
viding reassurance for others who were
going through similar trauma that
they too could overcome the lasting
impacts of a concussion.

Brooke started a blog called Finding
My Way, where she writes about her
concussion and how it impacts her day-
to-day life in the hopes of helping oth-
ers suffering from concussions feel less
alone. She also launched an organiza-
tion called Lessen the Impact, dedi-
cated to sharing her story and pro-
viding resources to help identify and
prevent a concussion.
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