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leadership of Senator MCCONNELL. I 
don’t know why this Senator has not 
accepted the fact that the U.S. Senate 
has an important role to play. We 
speak for people not only in Illinois 
and in Maryland but for those all 
across the United States, and they are 
very concerned. 

In the recent trip home over the re-
cess, I visited some of the areas around 
Chicago and in the city, and there were 
many conversations about the gun vio-
lence that we see across America. That 
gun violence has been punctuated by 
the horrible events in El Paso and 
Odessa, TX, and in other communities 
that have been affected by these mass 
killings. We have become numb, I am 
afraid, to the reality of gun violence in 
America. We have decided, I am afraid, 
that the Second Amendment to the 
Constitution is somehow holding us 
back—binding us and restraining us— 
from even doing the most basic things. 

Overwhelmingly, the people of Amer-
ica, by a factor of over 90 percent— 
Democrats and Republicans—believe 
that we should have background 
checks. We believe that the people who 
have been convicted of violent felonies 
shouldn’t own guns—period. We be-
lieve, as well, that when it comes to 
those who have serious mental insta-
bility, they should also be precluded 
from gun ownership. The laws do not 
allow us to adequately ask the ques-
tion or to test whether the buyer has 
been convicted of a felony or has such 
a background. 

In the city of Chicago, hardly a week-
end goes by without there being dozens 
shot and 9 or 10 or more losing their 
lives. Most of them are young people, 
but not exclusively. Older people, as 
well, are caught in the crossfire. 

People say: Well, I thought Chicago 
had these tough gun laws. What is 
going on there? Why do you have so 
many gun deaths? 

The answer is obvious for those of us 
who spend time in that great city. We 
are about 20 minutes away from north-
western Indiana and from the gun 
shows that are held there, where people 
don’t ask questions when they sell fire-
arms. All you need to do is to have the 
money and the open trunk of your car 
to fill it up with guns and drive them 
back to the city of Chicago. That is 
why no State can solve this problem. 
We need Federal legislation. 

As I talk to people across this coun-
try, they tell me the heartbreaking 
stories of sitting down with their chil-
dren who have gone through some drill 
or program at school to forewarn them 
of what would happen if an active 
shooter were to come onto the prem-
ises. As we know, that reality is not be-
yond reach. In Connecticut, we saw a 
beautiful first grade class that was at-
tacked by a killer with a weapon who 
took the lives of those children. If that 
scandalous massacre of children in a 
first grade classroom didn’t move this 
Congress and this President to act, 
what will? 

The President said to me in a con-
versation several weeks ago that we 

are going to have a background check 
bill and that it will be the best in the 
history of the world. Well, I was skep-
tical when he said it. I am even more 
skeptical today. I knew what would 
happen. When the President had a 
choice between the public interest of 
gun safety and the special interest of 
the National Rifle Association, the Na-
tional Rifle Association prevailed. 

This President refuses to come for-
ward with any proposal, and Senator 
MCCONNELL believes his hands are tied 
and cannot bring this issue to the floor 
of the Senate. He cannot run the risk 
that his Members would have to be on 
the record as having taken a vote, as 
they were elected to do, on an issue of 
this importance. 

S. 386 
Madam President, this is not the 

only issue that we are ignoring—the 
only issue that is, frankly, not even 
being considered on the floor of the 
Senate. There is another one that is 
equally important to me and to most 
people across this country, and that is 
dealing with the challenge of immigra-
tion. 

A few years ago, a bipartisan group 
of Senators—eight of us—I, Senator 
McCain, Senator SCHUMER, and oth-
ers—sat down and wrote a comprehen-
sive immigration reform bill. It was 
months of Republicans and Democrats 
sitting down, face-to-face, night after 
night, going through every section of 
our immigration code to come up with 
a comprehensive bill to deal with the 
obvious shortcomings, but we did it. 
We brought it to the floor of the Sen-
ate and it received 68 votes. There were 
14 Republicans who joined the Demo-
crats to pass this comprehensive immi-
gration reform. We sent it to the Re-
publican House of Representatives, and 
Speaker Boehner refused to even con-
sider it. So all of our effort and all of 
our work was really for nothing. 

We continue to face the challenge of 
immigration. We know what it is like 
at the border. Under this President, we 
have seen the worst border situation in 
modern times. His refusal to acknowl-
edge the three Central American coun-
tries that are sending all of these im-
migrants to the United States has led 
to some horrible circumstances. 

Recently, the inspector general of 
Health and Human Services came for-
ward with a report on the Trump ad-
ministration’s response to this border 
crisis. It was a report on the policy of 
zero tolerance. I am sure you will re-
member it. It was under Attorney Gen-
eral Sessions, and he somehow found a 
quotation in the Bible to justify forc-
ibly removing children from their par-
ents. We removed 2,880 children from 
their parents at the border under this 
zero tolerance policy before there was 
an uprising in the United States 
against it and before the President 
backed off of it. 

I commend the inspector general’s re-
port on what happened to those chil-
dren—to every American. I saw it first-
hand. I witnessed these children as 

they were being removed from their 
parents and the trauma they went 
through as a result. 

So why aren’t we debating the immi-
gration policy on the floor of the U.S. 
Senate? I am told that perhaps, later 
today, the junior Senator from Utah— 
at this point, I think he is the senior 
Senator from Utah—will come forward 
with a unanimous consent request to 
consider fixing one part of the immi-
gration problem. I want to fix that 
problem and many more. 

THE DREAM ACT 

Madam President, I want to make 
sure that when we come to the floor to 
discuss immigration, as we should, 
that we take up the issue of the 
DREAM Act. 

The DREAM Act was a bill that I in-
troduced in the Senate 18 years ago. It 
states, if you were brought to the 
United States as a child and are un-
documented in this country but you 
have gone through school and have had 
no criminal record of any serious con-
sequence, you deserve a chance to be 
able to earn your way to legal status 
and citizenship. I introduced this bill 18 
years ago. It passed in the Senate in 1 
year and passed in the House in an-
other, but it has never come up with 
the 60 votes—the supermajority re-
quirement—in the Senate. 

President Obama was a cosponsor 
when he was in the Senate, and when 
he had the White House under his con-
trol, I asked him to consider an Execu-
tive order to achieve the same goal, 
and he did. He created a program called 
DACA. There were 790,000 young people 
across America who paid the filing fee, 
who went through the criminal back-
ground checks, and who then received 
the protection to stay in this country 
and work legally. 

Of course, in September of 2017, 
President Trump abolished this pro-
gram. It took away the protection 
these young people had. He was chal-
lenged in court, and the court said we 
are going to continue this program 
until it is resolved at the highest levels 
of our Federal judiciary as to whether 
President Trump has this authority. 

On November 12, across the street, 
the U.S. Supreme Court will consider 
that case—790,000 lives and more, for 
that matter, hang in the balance of 
how the Justices will make this deci-
sion on their future. 

This should be debated on the floor of 
the Senate. It is why we are here. It is 
why we were elected. I think we can 
find bipartisan answers to many of 
these questions, but we need the Sen-
ate majority leader, the Republican 
leader, to really accept the reality of 
the Senate actually going to work. In-
stead of speeches by individual Sen-
ators on the floor, as impressive as 
they may be, we might actually pass a 
law. Think of that—a bill coming to 
the floor, subject to amendment, and 
actual debate in the Senate Chamber. 
We would fill the Galleries. It is such a 
novelty. It doesn’t happen anymore. 
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Unfortunately for America, many 

issues, whether it is gun safety or sen-
sible immigration policy, are the vic-
tims of our inaction in the U.S. Senate. 
We can do better, and we should. Ulti-
mately, the American people have the 
last word as to whether this Senate 
will act on issues like gun safety and 
immigration. The last word is your 
vote. In the next election, I hope more 
and more Americans will vote for a 
Senate that responds to the challenges 
of our day and doesn’t avoid our re-
sponsibility under the Constitution. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
for the information of all of our col-
leagues, the next vote will occur at 5:30 
p.m. on Monday, cloture on the 
McGuire nomination. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 176. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Joseph Cella, of 
Michigan, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Fiji, and to serve concurrently 
and without additional compensation 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Kiribati, 
the Republic of Nauru, the Kingdom of 
Tonga, and Tuvalu. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Joseph Cella, of Michigan, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Fiji, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional compensation 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Kiribati, the Republic of 
Nauru, the Kingdom of Tonga, and Tuvalu. 

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, John 
Cornyn, John Barrasso, Mike Crapo, 
John Thune, Tim Scott, John Hoeven, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Kevin Cramer, 
John Boozman, Steve Daines, Richard 
Burr, James E. Risch, Roy Blunt, 
Thom Tillis, Martha McSally. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 367. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Daniel Habib 
Jorjani, of Kentucky, to be Solicitor of 
the Department of the Interior. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Daniel Habib Jorjani, of Kentucky, 
to be Solicitor of the Department of the In-
terior. 

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, John 
Cornyn, John Barrasso, Mike Crapo, 
John Thune, Tim Scott, John Hoeven, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Kevin Cramer, 
John Boozman, Steve Daines, Richard 
Burr, James E. Risch, Roy Blunt, 
Thom Tillis, Martha McSally. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 292. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of David Fabian 
Black, of North Dakota, to be Deputy 
Commissioner of Social Security for a 
term expiring January 19, 2025. (Re-
appointment) 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of David Fabian Black, of North Da-
kota, to be Deputy Commissioner of Social 
Security for a term expiring January 19, 
2025. (Reappointment) 

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, John 
Cornyn, John Barrasso, Mike Crapo, 
John Thune, Tim Scott, John Hoeven, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Kevin Cramer, 
John Boozman, Steve Daines, Richard 
Burr, James E. Risch, Roy Blunt, 
Thom Tillis, Martha McSally. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 1044 

Mr. LEE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H.R. 1044 and that the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Lee amendment, No. 939, be agreed to, 
that the bill as amended be considered 
read a third time and passed, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. PERDUE. Madam President, I 
want to commend my good friend from 
the great State of Utah, Senator MIKE 
LEE, for his work on putting this bill 
together and pulling the people to-
gether to support this bill. 

I support this bill. We have some lan-
guage that needs to be clarified, and I 
still have some concerns about the im-
pact this legislation would have on 
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