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Isakson Murphy Shaheen
Johnson Paul Shelby
Jones Perdue Sinema
Kennedy Peters Stabenow
King Portman Sullivan
Lankford Risch Tester
Lee Romney Thune
Manchin Rounds Tillis
McConnell Rubio Toomey
McSally Sasse Van Hollen
Moran Scott (FL) Wicker
Murkowski Scott (SC) Young
NAYS—30
Baldwin Feinstein Murray
Blumenthal Gillibrand Reed
Brown Heinrich Rosen
Cantwell Hirono Schatz
Cardin Kaine Schumer
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Leahy Udall
Cortez Masto Markey Warner
Duckworth Menendez Whitehouse
Durbin Merkley Wyden
NOT VOTING—17
Alexander Harris Warren
Bennet Roberts
Booker Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

—————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Kenneth A. Howery, of Texas, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Kingdom of Sweden.

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, John
Cornyn, John Barrasso, Mike Crapo,
John Thune, Tim Scott, John Hoeven,
Shelley Moore Capito, Kevin Cramer,
John Boozman, Steve Daines, Richard
Burr, James E. Risch, Roy Blunt,
Thom Tillis, Martha McSally.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Kenneth A. Howery, of Texas, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Sweden,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and
the Senator from XKansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘“‘yea.”’

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
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the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Senator
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN), and
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRUZ). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 63,
nays 29, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 284 Ex.]

YEAS—63
Barrasso Graham Murphy
Blackburn Grassley Paul
Blunt Hassan Perdue
Boozman Hawley Portman
Braun Hoeven Risch
Burr Hyde-Smith Romney
Capito Inhofe Rounds
Carper Isakson Rubio
Cassidy Johnson Sasse
Collins Jones Scott (FL)
Coons Kaine Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shaheen
Cotton King Shelby
Cramer Lankford Sinema
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Manchin Thune
Daines McConnell Tillis
Enzi McSally Toomey
Ernst Merkley Warner
Fischer Moran Wicker
Gardner Murkowski Young

NAYS—29
Baldwin Gillibrand Rosen
Blumenthal Heinrich Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Smith
Cardin Leahy Stabenow
Casey Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez Udall
Duckworth Murray Van Hollen
Durbin Peters ;
Feinstein Reed Whitehouse

NOT VOTING—8

Alexander Harris Warren
Bennet Roberts Wyden
Booker Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 63, the nays are 29.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Kenneth A.
Howery, of Texas, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Kingdom of Sweden.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:20 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. when called to
order by the Presiding Officer (Mrs.
CAPITO).

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.
TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY ISAKSON

Mr. PERDUE. Madam President, I
rise today with mixed emotions. I rise
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to recognize an incredible Georgian, a
true statesman, a titan of the United
States Senate, and, maybe most impor-
tant, a friend to me and many people
here in this town and back home in
Georgia: Senator JOHNNY ISAKSON.

Like everyone, I was surprised and
saddened to hear of JOHNNY’s upcoming
retirement. Since my very first day in
the Senate walking through this door
back here to be sworn in with JOHNNY
escorting me, I have come to revere
this guy. He has been a mentor that I
have looked up to. He has been a great
leader for our State for many years. He
has been a reliable and effective col-
league. Most of all, he has been a friend
whom I deeply cherish.

It will be hard to see him go, but the
reality is he won’t go. He will still be
involved here. I am sure I will get the
phone calls about when we might have
disagreed on a vote or why didn’t I
think about this. He has been a tre-
mendous partner for me these last 4
years.

However, JOHNNY has left a profound
legacy that is worth celebrating. It is
one that we should all strive to follow
here in this body. He epitomizes the
best of this body, the United States
Senate.

His legacy can be summed up in one
word: service. No matter what he does,
JOHNNY puts other people before him-
self, and this has continued since the
first day I knew him back when he was
running a real estate company in At-
lanta, GA. JOHNNY puts other people
first before himself. He doesn’t do it for
recognition or fame. Many times, he
does it when people don’t even notice
or know he did it. He does it because it
is the right thing to do.

He served his country as a member of
the Georgia Air National Guard. He
served his community as a Sunday
schoolteacher for 30 years. I have done
that, and I know that is a labor of love.
That takes a lot of work.

He served the people of Georgia in
the statehouse and the State senate
and later in both houses of the U.S.
Congress. In fact, he is the only Geor-
gian to ever have done that. No matter
what role JOHNNY has been in, he is al-
ways focused on helping others.

His dedication to service is even
more impressive because it has pro-
duced incredible results for our coun-
try. This town has a lot of activity, but
it is short on results. JOHNNY knew the
difference. For example, one of JOHN-
NY’s top priorities in Congress had been
to take care of our country’s veterans.
Georgia is home to over 700,000 vet-
erans today. As a veteran himself,
JOHNNY treats each one of them as his
own sister or brother. When JOHNNY
saw the shameful conditions and mis-
management happening at the VA, he
immediately sprang into action.

Fixing the VA seemed impossible,
but no challenge was too large for
JOHNNY ISAKSON. Thanks to him, as
chairman of the Senate Veterans Ad-
ministration Committee, we have made
incredible progress on this and many



September 17, 2019

other fronts relating to the VA. His ef-
forts, such as the VA MISSION Act,
have helped bring accountability, effi-
ciency, and trust back to the depart-
ment.

As the junior Senator from Georgia, 1
have had the great pleasure of working
directly with JOHNNY on a number of
other issues affecting our State. Each
time, I saw firsthand how effective
JOHNNY ISAKSON really is. I have lik-
ened him to the Howard Baker of our
era. He speaks softly, but when he
speaks, people listen.

Working with JOHNNY, we broke the
politic logjam to provide much-needed
disaster relief for farmers in south
Georgia just this year. We secured
funding for the deepening of the Port of
Savannah after 20 years of trying to
get that port deepened just 5 feet. We
solved the tax problem under his lead-
ership for Plant Vogtle, which secured
funding for the first two nuclear reac-
tors built in this country in the last 30
years, and he helped pass the First
Step Act, which makes our justice sys-
tem fairer, while still deterring crimi-
nal behavior.

These achievements would not have
been possible without JOHNNY’s steady
hand and his leadership. When he
speaks, people listen. He gets the job
done. He understands what priority
means; yet JOHNNY isn’t the kind of
leader who gives orders and makes de-
mands. He is someone who leads from a
place of respect, compromise, and un-
derstanding with both sides of the
aisle. With JOHNNY, it doesn’t matter
who you are or what party you are in
or where you are from. He is always
there to talk and always ready to lis-
ten.

JOHNNY ISAKSON is exactly the kind
of servant leader that the Founding
Mothers and Founding Fathers envi-
sioned for our country. It is what
makes him a true statesman, and it is
a model I am sure our Founding Moth-
ers and Founding Fathers would indeed
be very proud of today.

Of course, the road has not always
been easy for JOHNNY—not every battle
has been won, not all news has been
good. What I have always admired
about JOHNNY, though, is his stalwart
resilience. Whenever circumstances
have tried to knock him down, he al-
ways gets back up with a smile, and he
keeps serving others. You know you
feel guilty when you are around JOHN-
NY ISAKSON when you are having a bad
day and JOHNNY says: How are you
doing? You better say great because he
is going to give you that same answer.

As he and Dianne head into this next
chapter of their life, I have no doubt
that JOHNNY will continue to serve oth-
ers and help make our world a better
place because that is exactly who he is.

Scripture tells us in Matthew 23 that
“The greatest among you will be a
servant.” When you consider all that
JOHNNY has done, it is clear to me that
JOHNNY ISAKSON truly is the greatest
among us.

I yield the floor.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

GUN CONTROL MEASURES

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President,
to my right is an August 11, 2019, cover
from the Washington Post. It shows the
faces of the 423 people killed in mass
shootings between the Sandy Hook
massacre in 2012 and the recent shoot-
ing in Dayton, OH. This is more than a
third of the 1,196 people killed in mass
shootings since 1966, so shootings have
grown dramatically in this country.
This should not be the face of America.

I think we have got to do much more
to stop the plague of gun violence that
continues to take the lives of the most
innocent among us, including the 20
small beautiful children who lost their
lives that December in Newtown. I
have their photo at home, and I look at
it almost every day, and it is indeed a
heartbreaker.

Today, I would like to speak about a
few bills that I believe the Senate
should be voting on right now. Specifi-
cally, we should be voting on requiring
universal background checks, banning
assault weapons, banning high-capac-
ity magazines, and supporting enact-
ment of extreme risk laws.

The House passed a strong bill on
universal background checks that has
been sitting on Leader MCCONNELL’S
desk now for more than 200 days. Ac-
cording to a Washington Post-ABC
News poll, 89 percent of Americans sup-
port universal background checks, and
that includes 83 percent of Repub-
licans; yet that bill sits on Leader
McCONNELL’s desk.

We have seen even more lives lost in
the last several weeks while this bill
languishes on the Senate calendar. The
shootings in Gilroy, Dayton, El Paso,
Midland-Odessa took the lives of 41
people, including a 6-year-old boy
named Steven Romero. A background
check could have prevented the shooter
in Odessa and Midland from getting his
gun.

Unfortunately, he was able to pur-
chase a firearm through a private sale
that does not require a background
check, and still, we wait for a vote on
this bill to close the gaping loopholes
of our Dbackground check system.
Please, Leader MCCONNELL, let us vote
on this bill.

Sadly, what has become all too com-
mon is that each of the shootings I
mentioned involved an assault weapon.
The Gilroy shooter used a WASR 10,
which is an AK-47 style semiautomatic
weapon. The rifle was equipped with a
75-round drum magazine. In this case,
the shooter intentionally crossed into
Nevada to purchase the gun, as the sale
of assault weapons is banned in Cali-
fornia. The Dayton shooter used an
AM15 assault rifle equipped with a 100-
round drum magazine. The El Paso
shooter also used a WASR 10 rifle, and
the shooter in Midland and Odessa used
an AR-15-style rifle.

These are weapons of war, plain and
simple. Their main function is to Kkill
as many people as possible. In fact, in
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two of these shootings—Gilroy and
Dayton—law enforcement arrived in
less than a minute, but in that time,
dozens of people had been injured or
killed.

I strongly believe that reinstating
the Federal ban on assault weapons
could have saved some of the lives that
have been recently lost. As the New
York Times reported in an op-ed titled,
“That Assault Weapons Ban? It Really
Did Work,” data shows that, compared
with the decade before its adoption, the
Federal assault weapons ban, in effect
from September 1994 through 2004, was
associated with a 2b-percent drop in
gun massacres—a massacre is from 6 to
8 people—and a 40-percent drop in fa-
talities from 81 to 49. We need to rein-
state the Federal assault weapons ban.
It worked before, and it will work
again.

We also need to ban high-capacity
magazines. My legislation to ban as-
sault weapons includes this provision,
and there are standalone bills as well.
Just a few weeks ago, at Northern Po-
lice Station in San Francisco, I had the
opportunity to examine a 100-round
magazine personally—two rounds that
fit on a rifle or a revolver. I couldn’t
believe it, 100 rounds that could be used
just round after round after round so
easily. It is lightweight. It is simple to
use. It is diabolical. And the only pur-
pose of it is to kill as many people as
possible as fast as possible.

Keeping high-capacity magazines out
of the hands of mass shooters is par-
ticularly important because, many
times, shootings are only stopped when
the shooter has to pause and reload. In
2011, the shooter in Tucson, who shot
then-Congresswoman Gabrielle Gif-
fords, was only stopped when bystand-
ers wrestled the shooter to the ground
after he stopped firing to reload. Civil-
ians have no use for these devices, so
all they are doing is costing innocent
life.

Finally, the Senate should be consid-
ering legislation on extreme risk laws.
Seventeen States and the District of
Columbia already have them. These
laws allow family members and law en-
forcement to go to court before a judge
and get a temporary lawful order to
keep a gun out of the hands of someone
who is dangerous. These orders involve
judicial findings, presentation of evi-
dence, and court proceedings that pro-
tect people’s due process rights. There
is legislation, too. It is called the Ex-
treme Risk Protection Order Act of
2019. It would create new grants to
incentivize States to enact their own
extreme risk laws.

The House Judiciary Committee re-
cently passed companion legislation,
and polls have shown the majority of
Americans support these measures.

According to the same Washington
Post-ABC News poll I mentioned ear-
lier, 86 percent of Americans support
these measures—86 percent, including
85 percent of Republicans.

I hope Members will listen to this be-
cause these are needless deaths and



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-07T15:14:50-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




