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ordinary citizens who rushed to the 
Towers. 

The generosity—I will never forget a 
man who had a shoe store about two 
blocks north of the Towers who just 
gave shoes to all the people. Some men 
and women who had to run 90 flight of 
stairs left their shoes behind. 

I remember the next day, when Presi-
dent Bush sent us back up to New 
York, and the empty skies, a bunch of 
F–16s around our plane going down 
there, smelling the smell of burnt flesh 
and death in the air, and seeing over 
1,000 people lined up with little signs, 
because we didn’t know who was gone 
and who might be found: Have you seen 
my sister Mary? Have you seen my son 
Bob? 

It was an awful day and a day we live 
with, but we know our resilience. Many 
predicted that Lower Manhattan would 
be a ghost town forevermore. It has 
more people, more jobs, and more busi-
ness than before 9/11. Many thought 
that America would succumb to the 
evil brutality of the terrorists. We have 
fought back very successfully. 

We think, finally, of those who are 
dying now as a result of their rushing 
to the Towers into the hours and days 
after, and we are also grateful that this 
body has now fully funded both the 
health fund and the fund to see that 
the families are taken care of. 

It is an amazing moment. I live with 
it all the time. I ride my bike around 
the city, and every seventh or eighth 
block has the name of a street com-
memorating someone who died—fire-
fighter this and police officer that. 

But America, New York, and all of us 
have not been beaten by the terrorists 
and have not been beaten by adversity. 
On this issue, we have come together, 
and we will prevail. 

I ask unanimous consent that there 
be a minute of silence in memory of 
those who were lost both that day and 
who are still being lost because of their 
heroism a few days after. 
MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE 

LIVES LOST IN THE ATTACKS OF SEPTEMBER 
11, 2001 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will observe a moment of silence in 
remembrance of the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

(Moment of silence.) 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the next nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Dale Cabaniss, of Virginia, to 
be Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management for a term of four years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Cabaniss nomination? 

Mr. HOEVEN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), and 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER), the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 54, 
nays 38, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 271 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—38 

Baldwin 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—8 

Alexander 
Bennet 
Booker 

Harris 
Klobuchar 
Roberts 

Sanders 
Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the next nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of James Byrne, 
of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Byrne nomination? 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER), the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) 
are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 81, 
nays 11, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 272 Ex.] 

YEAS—81 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 

Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Menendez 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Paul 

Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—11 

Brown 
Cantwell 
Gillibrand 
Hirono 

Markey 
Merkley 
Murray 
Reed 

Schumer 
Stabenow 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—8 

Alexander 
Bennet 
Booker 

Harris 
Klobuchar 
Roberts 

Sanders 
Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table. The President will be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the Bowman 
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Michelle Bow-
man, of Kansas, to be a Member of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System for a term of 14 years 
from February 1, 2020. (Reappointment) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 
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REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11TH 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, as we 
all know, today we commemorate the 
solemn anniversary of the attacks on 9/ 
11/2001. 

If you ask anybody who is old enough 
to remember where they were that day, 
I bet they can tell you. It is one of 
those rare moments that defines an en-
tire generation. 

I have always said that it is etched in 
my memory like the only other event 
in my lifetime that might rise to that 
level of shock and horror, and that is 
the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy. 

Eighteen years ago today, I was in 
Austin, talking on the phone to then- 
Governor Rick Perry. When I hung up 
the phone, my wife said, ‘‘You need to 
see this,’’ pointing to the TV set. That 
was just as the second plane hit the 
World Trade Center, and we all know 
what came after. 

It was the same image that millions 
of Americans struggled to understand 
on that morning and still struggle to 
comprehend today—how someone could 
be so evil and so determined to take in-
nocent lives. 

September 11 serves as a dividing line 
in American history. For people like 
me, there is before and there is after, 
but for an entire generation of younger 
people, there is really only after. I be-
lieve this 18th anniversary carries spe-
cial weight because those young people 
who have only lived in a post-9/11 world 
will now be able to vote in our elec-
tions, serve in our military, and help 
shape the future of our country. 

It is a reminder of our commitment 
as a nation to carry out the promise we 
made in the wake of the attack to 
‘‘never forget’’—never forget. 

As Americans, we must remain vigi-
lant, and we must remain with a strong 
sense of purpose and a strong moral 
clarity regarding confronting evil in 
all its forms. We vow to carry the 
memory of the nearly 3,000 lives lost 
that day in our hearts, the sense of pa-
triotism that welled up inside of each 
of us, and the determination never to 
be intimidated, and never to back 
down. 

Today, we remember the families 
who lost loved ones that day, the first 
responders who ran not away from but 
toward the danger, and the commit-
ment of our Armed Forces, who fight 
to eradicate terrorism around the globe 
each and every day. 

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA AGREEMENT 
Mr. President, on another matter, for 

a quarter of a century, the North 
American Free Trade Agreement has 
guided our trade relationship with 
Mexico and Canada. When NAFTA was 
created, it sought to remove the bar-
riers that impeded free and fair trade 
to provide benefits to all three coun-
tries. While this agreement has cer-
tainly had its share of critics and 
champions, I think there is no doubt— 
certainly, in my mind—that NAFTA 
has been a benefit to the United States. 

Last year, U.S. goods and services 
trade with Mexico and Canada totaled 

nearly $1.4 trillion. Across every indus-
try, from major companies to small 
businesses, an estimated 12 million 
American jobs rely on trade with our 
NAFTA partners—12 million. 

The importance of maintaining 
strong trade ties is certainly under-
stood in my home State of Texas, and 
that is in large part because—and this 
will not surprise you—last year, Texas 
exported nearly $110 billion in goods to 
Mexico, our next-door neighbor, 35 per-
cent of our State’s total exports. 

We also imported more than $107 bil-
lion in goods from Mexico, including 
everything from motor vehicle parts to 
computer equipment, to tractors and 
avocados. It is not uncommon to see 
certain products, like automobile 
parts, crossing the border multiple 
times during the manufacturing proc-
ess before eventually making their way 
to the customer. 

NAFTA has fueled the economies of 
every State across the country, but a 
lot has changed since NAFTA was rati-
fied in 1993. At that time, the internet 
was in its infancy, smartphones didn’t 
exist, and shopping at brick-and-mor-
tar stores was the norm. Countless eco-
nomic advancements and our digi-
talized marketplace have fundamen-
tally changed the global trade land-
scape. So it is clearly time to mod-
ernize NAFTA and bring it up to cur-
rent needs. 

I was glad when the heads of all three 
countries signed the U.S.-Mexico-Can-
ada Agreement last November and took 
major steps just to get that far, but the 
new NAFTA—or, as we call it, the 
USMCA—takes into account businesses 
and practices that didn’t even exist 
when NAFTA existed, things like 2-day 
shipping, online micro-retailers, and 
digital products like e-books and 
music. 

The USMCA will require Mexico and 
Canada to raise their de minimis ship-
ment value levels, which will allow cer-
tain classes of shipments to enter all 
three countries with expedited entry 
procedures. That is a big win for small 
and medium-sized businesses, which 
often lack the resources to pay cus-
toms duties and taxes. 

Overall, the USMCA takes steps to 
advance the digital economy, which ac-
counted for nearly 7 percent of our 
total economy in 2017. 

A few months ago, the International 
Trade Commission publicly released its 
analysis of the economic impact of the 
USMCA, which shows some positive in-
dicators. The ITC concluded that, with-
in 6 years, the USMCA will raise real 
GDP in the United States by $68.2 bil-
lion and lead to the creation of 176,000 
new jobs. 

We can also expect a more than $33 
billion increase in exports and more 
than $31 billion in imports. That is 
great news for North American work-
ers, farmers, ranchers, and businesses 
that will reap the benefits of this 
agreement. 

When I was traveling around the 
State during August, one of the most 

frequent questions I encountered from 
my constituents was this: When is Con-
gress going to pass the USMCA? I as-
sured them that I am just as eager as 
they are to see Congress ratify this 
agreement, but we are still waiting on 
the House and the administration to 
iron out their differences. 

I know that the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative, Ambassador Lighthizer, 
and Secretary Mnuchin are having con-
structive conversations with the 
Speaker of the House, and she has set 
up a process by which the House can 
provide its necessary input into the 
final product, but we are all waiting to 
see the Speaker turn on the green light 
to allow them to start the process— 
sooner, hopefully, rather than later. 
We know that, historically speaking, 
the closer we get to an election, the 
more challenging it is to get things 
passed, particularly in a divided Con-
gress, like we have now. So I hope we 
can get this process moving soon. 

Businesses, jobs, and communities in 
Texas rely on a strong trade relation-
ship between the U.S., Mexico, and 
Canada. While NAFTA has benefited all 
three countries, it is not able to propel 
our economies into the future. That is 
why the USMCA is so important. 

The USMCA increases goods’ market 
access. It supports small businesses. As 
I said, it supports digital trade, safe-
guards intellectual property, supports 
our agriculture sector, and keeps jobs 
right here at home. 

Free and fair trade isn’t just good 
news for our economy. It is good news 
for the people behind it. This is a trade 
agreement built for the 21st century, 
and it is time for Congress to pass the 
USMCA and provide greater stability 
and more opportunities for North 
American workers. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maryland. 
NOMINATION OF DALE CABANISS 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 
just a little bit earlier today, the Sen-
ate voted to confirm President Trump’s 
nomination of Dale Cabaniss to lead 
the Office of Personnel Management. 

I voted against this nominee, but 
now that she is confirmed, it is more 
important than ever for the Senate and 
the House to fulfill our oversight du-
ties to protect our civil servants from 
political interference. I know the Pre-
siding Officer has a keen interest in 
this subject as well, in his capacity as 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Reg-
ulatory Affairs and Federal Manage-
ment, overseeing Federal civil service, 
and I appreciate his work on that 
front. 

In order to do their jobs for the 
American people, our Federal employ-
ees must be able to perform their du-
ties free of politics. They must be 
judged on the merits of their work, not 
political favoritism or cronyism. They 
must be able to present factual infor-
mation and analysis without fear of 
retribution. Yet time and again, we 
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