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As evidence, he specifically referred 

to a conversation the week before with 
Ms. Jones. 

These revelations raise the prospect 
that Secretary DeVos, Ms. Jones, and 
other Department officials may have 
misled me and other members of Con-
gress in their responses to questions on 
this matter. 

Ultimately, the Dream Center deba-
cle led to thousands of students being 
lured into a predatory enterprise on 
the verge of collapse. 

The question is, to what extent did 
the DeVos Department of Education, 
and Ms. Jones in particular, inappro-
priately aid and abet Dream Center’s 
exploitation of students and bilking of 
taxpayers as the company collapsed. 

In February of this year, House 
Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee Chairwoman ROSA 
DELAURO and I asked the Department’s 
Office of Inspector General to inves-
tigate the Department’s role in the 
Dream Center collapse. 

Now, the revelations accompanying 
Chairman SCOTT’s letter, raise serious 
questions about the Department’s 
truthfulness with Congress and a po-
tential attempt to cover up inappro-
priate involvement by Ms. Jones or 
others. 

In his letter, Chairman requested 
transcribed interviews with several De-
partment officials, including Ms. 
Jones, and a host of documents and 
correspondence. 

I call on Secretary DeVos to imme-
diately comply with these requests, to 
direct her Department to fully cooper-
ate with Chairman SCOTT without 
delay. Anything less and we will be 
forced to ask what exactly Secretary 
DeVos is trying to hide. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW BLADE 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a moment to tell you 
about a remarkable young man from 
my hometown of Springfield, IL. His 
name is Matthew Blade. In late May, 
Matthew graduated from Lutheran 
High School in Springfield as his class 
valedictorian. He was also the presi-
dent of his senior class, president of his 
school’s Spanish Honor Society and an 
Illinois State scholar. He was involved 
in theater and Madrigal singers and his 
school’s praise band. He was a member 
of Students Against Destructive Deci-
sions. Outside of school, Matthew vol-
unteers at a local food pantry, and he 
is an Eagle Scout. 

If Matthew Blade had done nothing 
more, he would be exceptional. What 
makes Matthew’s accomplishments 
even more extraordinary is that Mat-
thew Blade spent half of his high 
school years battling bone cancer. 

He first felt the pain in his left arm 
when he was 15 years old, a sophomore. 
At first, he thought he might have 
pulled a muscle playing soccer. When 
the pain didn’t go away, Matthew went 
in for x rays, then an MRI. The same 
day he underwent the MRI, Matthew 

and his parents, Doug and Tricia, re-
ceived the devastating diagnosis. The 
pain in Matthew’s arm was not a 
sprained muscles; it was most likely 
osteocarcoma, a type of bone cancer. 

What Matthew did next tells you a 
lot about his character. He went to 
school, didn’t tell anyone about his di-
agnosis, took a biology exam—and aced 
the test. 

But Matthew wasn’t able to keep his 
diagnosis private for long. Over the 
next 9 months he underwent 18 gruel-
ing chemotherapy treatments. Each 
time, he had to be hospitalized for 4 or 
5 days. His mom Tricia never left his 
side. Matthew lost his hair and his eye-
lashes. When he was up to it, he went 
to school, often pulling an I.V. bag on 
a pole. When he was too sick for school, 
he kept up with his lessons from home 
or from his hospital bed. 

What got him through those hard 
times, he said, was his faith, prayers, 
the love of his family, and ‘‘great doc-
tors and nurses’’ at St. John’s Hospital 
in Springfield and Children’s Hospital 
in St. Louis. His other saving grace, he 
says, were his friends, who never treat-
ed him differently and helped him to 
feel like a normal kid, even at his sick-
est. 

Matthew undergoes scans every 6 
months to monitor his health. His lat-
est scans, in June, showed ‘‘no detect-
able cancer.’’ These days, his hair has 
grown back. He is playing soccer again. 
He is working this summer as a coun-
selor at a church summer camp, work-
ing with little kids, ages 5 to 7. 

But the cancer changed Matthew in 
some ways. Early in his treatment, he 
had to have a 6-1/2 inch section of his 
left humerus bone—the long bone in his 
upper arm—removed, so he can no 
longer lift his left arm above his head. 
After the surgery, Matthew had to 
wear a sling, which made playing his 
guitar impossible, but Matthew adapt-
ed. He learned how to play the ukulele. 

Before his diagnosis, Matthew want-
ed to be a lawyer. Now, he wants to be 
a pediatric oncologist, to help other 
kids with cancer. He is looking forward 
to starting college in the fall at St. 
Louis University. 

In his valedictory remarks, Matthew 
told his classmates: ‘‘Life—like a hike 
through the mountains—is full of 
peaks and valleys. The more time you 
spend in the valleys, the sweeter the 
peaks will seem.’’ By his example, Mat-
thew Blade has taught his classmates— 
and really, our whole town of Spring-
field—how to endure life’s valleys, and 
how to cherish its peaks. 

I want to wish Matthew all the best 
on his accomplishment, and I know I 
am not alone in saying that I can’t 
wait to see what he does with the rest 
of his remarkable life. 

f 

HONDURAS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, anyone 
who follows the situation in Honduras, 
as I and many Vermonters do, cannot 
help but be disappointed and concerned 

by what is happening there. I won’t 
take the time to discuss in detail the 
lengthy litany of circumstances that 
have resulted in the deep social and po-
litical divisions, the rampant corrup-
tion, violence and insecurity, the prev-
alence of threats and assassinations by 
gangs, the dysfunctional justice sys-
tem, and the sense of desperation and 
hopelessness that so many Hondurans 
are feeling, but I do want to mention 
several that should concern every Sen-
ator. 

To put the situation there in perspec-
tive, it is important to keep in mind 
what is happening in our own country. 

For purely political reasons, Presi-
dent Trump has directed his wrath and 
contempt on the thousands of Central 
American migrants seeking entry to 
the United States, many of whom are 
women and children and many of whom 
are from Honduras. Regrettably, his 
xenophobic attacks have encouraged 
other extreme voices demonizing mi-
grants and asylum seekers. They have 
apparently forgotten that America is 
fundamentally a nation of immigrants. 

There is no question that our govern-
ment is woefully unprepared to hu-
manely and expeditiously handle this 
influx and that there is a humanitarian 
crisis at our southern border. We are 
each aware of the appalling treatment 
to which many of these desperate mi-
grants have been subjected, both dur-
ing the harrowing journey from their 
home countries to the U.S. border and 
in our government’s custody—human 
beings trafficked, robbed, and sexually 
abused by unscrupulous smugglers; de-
fenseless, impoverished people 
crammed into grossly overcrowded de-
tention facilities; frightened children 
forcibly separated from their families 
and sleeping on cement floors in wire 
cages; a backlog of hundreds of thou-
sands of asylum applications; and if 
that were not enough, racist and dis-
paraging Facebook posts by U.S. Bor-
der Patrol officers about the people in 
their custody. 

This, not the Statue of Liberty, is 
what awaits the Hondurans who have 
abandoned their impoverished, vio-
lence-ridden communities in search of 
safety and a better life for themselves 
and their children. Yet they continue 
to come because remaining in Central 
America is a worse option. 

While the White House justifies its 
mistreatment of Central American mi-
grants by falsely labeling them all as 
criminals who have engaged in asylum 
fraud, it has rightly asked Congress for 
millions of dollars to help care for refu-
gees from Venezuela who are fleeing 
economic collapse, violence, and polit-
ical chaos in that country. The similar-
ities of the factors that are motivating 
the exodus of Hondurans and Ven-
ezuelans are far greater than their dif-
ferences, which illustrates the blatant 
hypocrisy and unfairness of the admin-
istration’s incoherent policies. 

Honduras has been in a state of con-
vulsion since the coup that ousted 
President Manuel Zelaya in 2009 and 
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the 2013 election that was plagued with 
vote buying, violence, and fraud and 
that ended with President Hernandez 
declared the winner. The situation was 
exacerbated by the 2017 election that 
was widely regarded as flawed before it 
even took place. After President Her-
nandez secured the support of the Na-
tional Assembly, the electoral commis-
sion, and the Supreme Court, each of 
which was beholden to him, to change 
the Constitution so he could run for a 
second term, the election was marred 
by reports of egregious vote counting 
irregularities. 

Given these circumstances, after 
being sworn into office a second time, 
President Hernandez would have been 
wise to appoint a politically, eth-
nically, and geographically diverse 
cabinet and to promote policies de-
signed to rebuild confidence and trust 
with the opposition and civil society. 
Instead, he and his government have 
often embraced policies and practices 
that have further deepened divisions in 
an already polarized society. 

Popular protests over election fraud, 
corruption, land disputes, and seem-
ingly intractable poverty have been 
met with the indiscriminate use of live 
ammunition by the police and armed 
forces resulting in multiple deaths, ar-
bitrary arrests, beatings, and pro-
longed detention without trial. Despite 
repeated appeals by the international 
community, including the United Na-
tions and the U.S. Embassy, to the 
Honduran Government to respect the 
rule of law and use restraint against 
protesters, the situation has not im-
proved, and those responsible have not 
been held accountable. The country is 
afflicted by near daily confrontations, 
and the number of people seeking ref-
uge outside the country continues 
unabated. 

Many of us also remember the em-
blematic case of Berta Caceres, a cou-
rageous indigenous environmental ac-
tivist who was repeatedly harassed and 
threatened and ultimately assassinated 
for opposing the illegal construction of 
a hydroelectric plant. After the police 
tried to cover up the crime, it was only 
thanks to international outrage that 
seven individuals, including an em-
ployee of the DESA hydroelectric com-
pany, a former security chief for the 
company who was an ex-U.S.-trained 
army lieutenant, another U.S.-trained 
special forces major, and a former spe-
cial forces sergeant, were arrested and 
convicted. Yet more than 3 years after 
that horrific crime, none of them has 
been sentenced. The prosecution of an 
eighth individual, David Castillo, the 
former DESA president who was also a 
U.S.-trained former military intel-
ligence officer, has been stalled for 
months. It is also widely believed that 
there are other coconspirators who 
have not been charged. Scores of simi-
lar assassinations of social activists 
and independent journalists in the past 
10 years have never even been inves-
tigated, much less resulted in prosecu-
tion or punishment. By its inaction, 

the Honduran Government is sending 
the unmistakable message that impu-
nity for these crimes is acceptable. 

For many years, Vermont and Hon-
duras were ‘‘sister states.’’ I have trav-
eled there, as have many Vermonters, 
including some who have served as vol-
unteers providing primary health care, 
education, and other humanitarian 
services to isolated rural communities. 
So I have a longstanding interest in 
Honduras and its people, and over the 
years I have supported hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in U.S. assistance for 
Honduras. 

Yet today Honduras faces every 
imaginable problem. It is a trans-
shipment point for Colombian cocaine 
and a haven for ruthless drug gangs. 
Millions of Hondurans live in dan-
gerous, squalid conditions with no hope 
for the future. The police have a his-
tory of corruption and are mistrusted. 
Violent crimes are common and almost 
never result in conviction. And the 
government is plagued by corruption, 
its officials often seeming to be more 
concerned with staying in power and 
enriching themselves than addressing 
the needs of their people. 

Why is this? There are obviously 
many factors, but one is undoubtedly a 
failure of leadership in Honduras and in 
the United States. For too long, suc-
cessive U.S. administrations made ex-
cuses for and continued to support 
Honduran Governments that were cor-
rupt, ineffective, unaccountable, and 
whose commitment to fundamental 
rights and democratic principles was 
lacking. It was a waste of U.S. tax-
payer dollars and a disservice to the 
Honduran people. 

In a reversal, the White House has 
suspended assistance for Honduras and 
the other Northern Triangle countries 
because President Trump says they 
have not done enough to stop the exo-
dus of migrants. The President seems 
to believe that the Honduran Govern-
ment should somehow prevent its citi-
zens from leaving, even though they 
have a legal right to. At the same time, 
there is no doubt that the Honduran 
Government can and must do far more 
to address the violence, poverty, cor-
ruption, and injustice that cause peo-
ple to seek refuge elsewhere. That in-
cludes firing corrupt officials, enacting 
and implementing the plea bargaining 
legislation that has been pending for 
years, strengthening the Mission to 
Support the Fight against Corruption 
and Impunity instead of weakening it, 
as the Honduran Government is trying, 
and defending civil society activists 
who are frequently harassed, threat-
ened, arbitrarily arrested, and even as-
sassinated. 

The United States has not had an 
Ambassador in Tegucigalpa for more 
than 2 years. The message this sends to 
the Honduran people is that it doesn’t 
matter, that Honduras is not impor-
tant. That is wrong. We need an ambas-
sador who is a strong voice for good 
governance, for human rights, for ac-
countability, and for defending the 

independence of the judiciary and other 
democratic institutions against fraud, 
exploitation, or improper influence. 

Those who were involved in con-
ceiving, carrying out, and attempting 
to cover up the assassination of Berta 
Caceres should be brought to justice 
without further delay. The Honduran 
people also need to see justice done in 
the cases of excessive, deadly force 
against protesters by Honduran mili-
tary police following the 2017 election. 
There needs to be fair trials of the pro-
testers who were arrested and who 
have languished in jail without due 
process for a year and a half. Justice 
delayed is justice denied YET, unfortu-
nately, that is the norm in Honduras. 

Finally, it is the Honduran Govern-
ment’s urgent responsibility to take 
whatever steps are necessary to reform 
Honduras election laws and procedures. 
The Honduran people need to have con-
fidence that the next election—only 21⁄2 
years away—will be unlike the 2017 
election, free and fair and will not re-
sult in more social upheaval, more ex-
cessive force by the police, more impu-
nity, and a further exodus of people 
seeking safety and a better life. 

f 

CIVIL AFFAIRS 

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to have printed in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD this schol-
arly article ‘‘Civil Affairs, Winston 
Churchill, and the Power of Paying At-
tention,’’ originally published in Small 
Wars Journal, which analyzes the value 
of Civil Affairs to supported commands 
and agencies through the lens of Win-
ston Churchill’s conception of general-
ship and statesmanship. Its author, 
CPT Andrew J. Bibb, U.S. Army, is 
from Santa Fe, NM. 

Although often overlooked, our civil 
affairs forces contribute to the ability 
of policymakers and military com-
manders to understand the full land-
scape and make fully informed deci-
sions. Civil Affairs units also help us 
navigate conflicts where we more fre-
quently confront civilians than com-
batants. As the article puts it, Civil Af-
fairs ‘‘helps the commander understand 
the factors that contribute to civil un-
rest and make societies vulnerable to 
nefarious actors [and] enables them to 
make decisions that not only defeat 
threats but prevent them from arising 
in the first place.’’ 

I want to thank our men and women 
in Civil Affairs and let them know we 
value and appreciate their often 
unheralded work. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
CIVIL AFFAIRS, WINSTON CHURCHILL, AND THE 

POWER OF PAYING ATTENTION CAPTAIN AN-
DREW J. BIBB, U.S. ARMY 

Readiness, the top priority of the U.S. 
military in the 21st century, begins with 
awareness. This applies from the individual 
all the way up to the national and inter-
national levels, from the tactical level to the 
operational and strategic. In this context, 
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