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Plenipotentiary, and the Representa-
tive of the United States of America in
the Security Council of the United Na-
tions.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Craft nomination?

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR) and
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CoOONS), the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator
from California (Ms. HARRIS), the Sen-
ator from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR),
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. SAND-
ERS), and the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) are necessarily ab-
sent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 56,
nays 34, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 259 Ex.]

YEAS—56
Alexander Graham Portman
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Blackburn Hassan Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Capito Inhofe Sasse
Cassidy Johnson
Collins Kennedy :zgzz Egé‘;
Cornyn Lankford Shaheen
Cotton Lee
Cramer Manchin Sbelby
Crapo McConnell Slnema
Cruz McSally Sullivan
Daines Moran Thune
Enzi Murkowski Tillis
Ernst Murphy Toomey
Fischer Paul Wicker
Gardner Perdue Young

NAYS—34
Baldwin Hirono Schatz
Blumenthal Jones Schumer
Brown Kaine Smith
Cantwell King Stabenow
Cardin Leahy Tester
Carper Markey Udall
Casey Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckyvorth Murray Whitehouse
Durbin Peters
Feinstein Reed Wyden
Heinrich Rosen

NOT VOTING—10

Bennet Gillibrand Sanders
Booker Harris Warren
Burr Isakson
Coons Klobuchar

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
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upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The Senator from Mississippi.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Senator HYDE-SMITH
and Senator WICKER pertaining to the
submission of S. 2410 are printed in to-
day’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Reso-
lutions.”)

Mr. WICKER. I yield the floor.

———
TRIBUTE TO DARREN WALKER

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on Sun-
day, May 19, 2019, I was honored to at-
tend the 218th commencement cere-
mony at the University of Vermont,
where my wife Marcelle was presented
with an honorary doctorate degree and
recognized for her many years of public
service. The commencement speaker,
Darren Walker, made this wonderful
day even better when he delivered a
truly moving address. By recounting
his personal story, examining the chal-
lenges our Nation faces, and cele-
brating the achievements of the recent
graduates, Darren implored us to view
our differences as a strength and our
division as a liability to our collective
futures. It is with great appreciation
that I recognize Darren for his commit-
ment to social justice and thank him
for sharing such an eloquent and uni-
fying message with us on that day.

As the president of the Ford Founda-
tion, Darren oversees a $13 billion en-
dowment and $600 million in annual
grant making for international social
justice philanthropy projects. He has
served as the vice president of the
Rockefeller Foundation, as the chief
operating officer of the Abyssinian De-
velopment Corporation, and has spent
more than a decade working in the
fields of international law and finance.
Prior to all of this success, however,
Darren was raised in the humblest of
conditions by a single mother in rural
Texas, where he attended public
schools, and battled racism and
homophobia, to set himself on a path
toward what he says is the great honor
of serving as president of the Ford
Foundation.

I ask unanimous consent to have
Darren Walker’s Address to the Univer-
sity of Vermont Class of 2019 printed in
the RECORD. I encourage all Senators
to read these moving remarks, with the
hope that we can transcend our dif-
ferences and focus on the shared values
and aspirations that unite us.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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DARREN WALKER ADDRESS TO THE CLASS OF
2019, UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT

218TH UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

BURLINGTON, VERMONT—SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2019

To President Sullivan; Provost Prelock;
Senator Leahy and Governor Scott; distin-
guished vice presidents and deans; faculty
and staff; and—most importantly—to the
University of Vermont Class of 2019: Con-
gratulations!

Graduates: I know how hard you’ve worked
to earn the achievement we honor today. I
also know your success required a lot of love,
devotion, and commitment from the people
in your life, who helped you achieve this
major milestone. So, Class of 2019: Please
join me in thanking your parents—and all of
the family, friends and teachers who have
helped you on your journey. This day is
about you—but it’s also about honoring
them.

Today is special for many reasons. It’s a
celebration of excellence—and of the promise
your future holds. It’s the end of one chap-
ter—and the beginning of another.

But today is also special for an additional
reason.

You came to his magical community called
Burlington, Vermont, from different places.
Different towns, and states and countries
around the world. You came to your degree
by different paths. Took different courses in
different majors. Even when you were on the
same campus, you spent time with different
people, engaged in different activities. And
after today, you will go off in your different
directions. To different jobs, different cities
and towns, entirely different lives.

And yet, here we are. Together. And the
fact that we are together—at this time, in
this place—is remarkable.

It’s remarkable because this is a unique,
wonderful moment in your lives. But it’s
also remarkable because, in this new digital
world, we are too often led to believe that
our differences are reasons for division, rath-
er than unity.

Class of 2019, this is a defining char-
acteristic of our digital era: Whether it’s al-
gorithms that segment and select the infor-
mation we see based on our previous clicks
and likes; or media outlets incentivized to
confirm our beliefs, rather than deliver facts
that help educate us and make us better citi-
zens; or political leaders who rally the ex-
tremes, rather than serve a common good.

As a result of all this, we jump to judge-
ment—and disagreement too often turns to
dehumanization. We miss opportunities to
turn difficult and challenging moments into
teachable ones, from which we can learn and
grow. We lose touch with the shared values,
and shared experiences, and shared aspira-
tions that bind us together in this country
and make us who we are.

My message to you today is this: It doesn’t
need to be this way—and it hasn’t always
been. And I know this to be true, from my
own journey.

You see, many aspects of who I am as a
person, as an American, might be labeled as
“‘different.” I am black. I am gay. I live in
Manhattan, that tiny island moored off the
coast, and a little unmoored from reality.
And I spend much of my time traveling
across the country and around the world,
meeting visionary, courageous, resilient peo-
ple fighting poverty, inequality, and injus-
tice. All of these things—the things that
make me different—define who I am.

And there are parts of my story, that
equally define me, that are harder to see,
which also make me different.

I was born to a single mother in a charity
hospital. We lived in a shotgun shack in a
small, rural community in East Texas.

I attended public schools and colleges. 1
was in the first class of Head Start in 1965,
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received Pell Grants, and private scholar-
ships.

As an African American growing up in the
south, I certainly encountered bitter racism.
But I also benefited from enormous gen-
erosity—from people who provided me with
support, and encouragement, and who be-
lieved in my potential.

You see, in spite of the differences I pre-
sented, and the challenges I encountered, I
always felt that my country, that America,
had my back. I had good people of good will
cheering me on and pushing me forward.

Indeed, my story is an American story. It’s
a story of what is possible, of what can hap-
pen, when ‘‘we the people,” live up to our
highest ideals. And when we do fulfill these
ideals, the fact of our differences does not
hold us back, in the very same way that the
fact of our differences is not really what di-
vides us.

Class of 2019: The differences among us and
the divisions between us: These are separate
things. One does not inevitably lead to the
other.

We are different, yes. But our differences
are our strength.

Our division, on the other hand, is a liabil-
ity—a liability that has been exacerbated
and exploited, I believe, because of the corro-
sive, inequality that today is widening in
American society.

More than what we look like, or where we
come from, or how we worship, inequality is
what is tearing our communities and coun-
try asunder.

Economic inequality asphyxiates the very
American idea of economic and social mobil-
ity. It creates unprecedented wealth gaps,
sorting us into circles where we only engage
with people of similar means and perspec-
tives.

Persistent racial and gender inequality
cause the sins of our history to infect the
present and imperil the future.

Inequality helps explain the gaps between
the experience of rural Americans and urban
Americans—and entrenches the polarization
in our political institutions.

And inequality doesn’t just cause our chal-
lenges. It also prevents us from joining to-
gether to solve our common problems.

It undermines our hope for the future and
erodes our faith in one another. Because of
it, we are less willing to trust one another.
Less willing to extend the benefit of the
doubt. Too often, we rush to judgement, as-
suming the worst intentions of others.

Now, I'm not naive. There are people for
whom hate, and harm is the intention. From
Charlottesville to Pittsburgh, we have wit-
nessed the painful, pernicious impact of
hate. And while there certainly are racists,
anti-Semites, homophobes and prejudice in
America today, this is not the character of
who we are as a nation. Most Americans be-
lieve in ideals of equality and justice for
all—and in order for these ideas to be real-
ized we must stand up to emboldened big-
otry.

And so, graduates: I ask you, I implore
you, not to build walls, but to build bridges
and to build relationships, because when I re-
flect on my own story, I know I did not get
here alone.

None of us have.

It was not the simple fact of my presence,
or superficial measures of diversity or inclu-
sion, that led me to the great honor of serv-
ing as president of the Ford Foundation, or
to the great honor of addressing you today.
It was often people who were very different
from me extending their humanity, and gen-
erosity, and their privilege to help me—leav-
ing their comfort zones behind; spanning a
divide.

It was people I didn’t know—or came to
know only later—who had faith in me, who
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invested in me, who sustained me on my
American journey.

My story is proof of what can happen when
people choose to transcend their differences,
and build bridges, and build relationships.
You, too, are proof. And, on its best days, so
is this country I love.

America always has been the product of
people choosing to bind themselves together.
Actively choosing. We are ‘“We the people.”’
We are e pluribus unum—out of many, one.

Because of our differences, we can ascend
from cooperation, to collaboration, to inno-
vation. Out of our differences, there is hope.
Out of difference, there can be unity. Out of
difference, equality and justice.

And it’s bigger than the United States.
This issue transcends boundary and geog-
raphy. Out of many countries, we are one
planet—with one future.

Which brings me back to where I started:
The celebration of difference—and all of the
possibility that difference unleashes.

Out of many paths—out of many grad-
uates—you are one class. And while you have
many careers and choices in front of you, I
hope you keep one objective in mind: To
make this a more just—a fairer world.

So, I ask you: What bridges will you build?
What new relationships will you initiate?
What justice will you serve? What will you
make possible for someone else?

Many of the bridges you cross will not be
physical structures of concrete or steel.
They will be relationships you forge, through
hard work and attention, respect and care,
listening and love. And the best relation-
ships are those in which you can be yourself
and better yourself.

If my experience is any indication, this is
especially true of relationships with grad-
uates of this great university. My partner in
life of 26 years, David Beitzel was a proud
member of UVM’s class of 1980. He passed
away suddenly in January.

David taught me so much about life, and
our common humanity. We were very dif-
ferent. We hailed from very different places
and backgrounds. But we found each other
despite those differences—and enriched each
other’s lives because of them.

Relationships with other people—friend-
ships and family, professional, romantic, in-
cidental and intentional—all are essential,
no matter how different we may seem to be.
They strengthen our empathy, our compas-
sion, our humanity, and widen our perspec-
tives.

If we build bridges and bonds of connec-
tion, then when injustice affects one of us,
we know—deeply, personally—that it affects
all of us. When we bind ourselves to others—
when we recognize that our fates are bound
together—we can put the small things aside.
We can make a world where stories like mine
are more probable, more likely, more com-
mon. We can shrink the gaps of inequality
and grow justice in its place.

It will not be easy, class of 2019. Justice
takes time. It takes work. It takes love. And
it takes risk.

But I hope you find ways to build these
bridges. I hope you find ways to listen and be
curious—to be present and proximate. I hope
you embrace difference—and reject division.

Class of 2019: I know you will answer the
call—and I know the future will be much bet-
ter for it. It’s yours for the taking and the
making, as of right now.

Congratulations. Good luck. And Godspeed.

————————

AMERICA’S TRANSPORTATION
INFRASTRUCTURE ACT

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, I rise in
support of America’s Transportation
Infrastructure Act, a bill we on the En-
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vironment and Public Works Com-
mittee passed today with broad bipar-
tisan support.

Our bill contains the largest funding
commitment in highway authorization
history. It grows our economy, en-
hances roads and bridges, improves
transportation safety, provides funds
for necessary projects, eliminates bur-
densome regulation, promotes innova-
tion, and invests in our Tribal lands.

Our EPW chairman said the bill
would ‘‘enhance quality of life for the
American people.” Our ranking mem-
ber believes it ‘‘can endure the test of
time and keep up with the evolving de-
mands of a 21st century global econ-
omy.” I agree with their assessments,
and as a member of EPW, I want to
thank them for listening to our prior-
ities and collaborating with each of us.

Since joining the Senate, I have ex-
pressed my belief that divided govern-
ment presents an opportunity for us to
achieve mutually beneficial goals and
shared priorities. President Trump,
myself, and my colleagues in Congress
agree on the importance of investing in
our Nation’s infrastructure. This bill is
proof that we can work together in a
bipartisan manner on behalf of the
American people.

More important to me than anything
else, our bill also reflects the needs of
my great State of North Dakota. As a
large, rural State built on agriculture
and natural resources, we are heavily
dependent on our extensive infrastruc-
ture to get our goods to market.

With that in mind, I reached out our
stakeholders at the very beginning of
this process to glean their perspective.
We received input and comments from
city, county, and State leaders all
across North Dakota, expressing their
desire for a highway bill reauthoriza-
tion that works best for our State.

Their feedback and priorities are
very important to me. While not all of
their requests were met, I want them
to know their voices were heard. I
therefore ask unanimous consent for
the letters they sent us to be printed in
the RECORD following my remarks. Full
versions of each of these letters can be
found on my official website.

I would also like to take a moment
to highlight some of the bright spots in
this legislation.

First, at $287 billion, this is the larg-
est highway bill in history. North Da-
kotans made it clear: They want a real,
long-term reauthorization that does
more than the status quo and actually
invests in our Nation’s roads and
bridges.

Second, 90 percent of these funds will
be distributed to the States via for-
mula. That is incredibly important to
large, rural States like North Dakota.
The main point for the formula is that
it is not discretionary, so it is stable,
predictable funding. We have vast
stretches of highway system that con-
tribute greatly to our Nation’s econ-
omy and interstate commerce. Despite
our low population, rural States con-
tribute much more to the highway
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