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State level. The Presiding Officer of
the Senate is a former Governor. We
were moving forward. Now we have the
Trump administration seeking to move
backward.

There are nearly half a million kids
in foster care in this country. Demo-
crats and Republicans ought to keep
building on the work that Chairman
Hatch and I—and I was proud to be his
partner, with him as the chairman, in
this effort to help those kids stay safe
and get ahead in life. Now the Trump
administration is spending taxpayer
dollars not to help those kids but to
promote discrimination. That is not
the way to help these kids, not the way
to help these families. I hope my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle will
join me in opposing these policies of
discrimination.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT GENERAL AUNDRE

PIGGEE

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize a remarkable Ar-
kansan at the end of a 38-year Army
career.

LTG Aundre Piggee, who will retire
in September, is the Deputy Chief of
Staff of the Army for Logistics. His
nearly four-decade career has taken
him literally all over the world, but his
roots are and always have been in Ar-
kansas.

The general was born in Stamps, AR,
which is a small town in Lafayette
County with fewer than 3,000 people.
The son of a World War II Army vet-
eran, the general didn’t have his sights
set on a career of military service from
a young age. After graduating from
high school, he chose to go to the Uni-
versity of Arkansas Pine Bluff, which
is about 2% hours from home. He was a
smart kid, so he received an academic
scholarship to attend school.

There was no real reason for him to
choose to go into the ROTC. In fact, ac-
cording to him, the only reason he en-
tered the Army ROTC was because the
school allowed him to substitute it for
an otherwise mandatory physical edu-
cation class that would have required
him to walk all the way across the
campus. That seemingly mundane deci-
sion to save himself a few steps each
day and maybe allow him to sleep in a
few more minutes ended up being a
life-changing decision for him. It set
him on a path to an extraordinary ca-
reer that he probably couldn’t have
dreamed of at the time.

Years later, the general served in
jobs in Fort Hood, TX; Seoul, South
Korea; Kaiserslautern, Germany;
MacDill Air Force Base in Florida, and
many other places. He deployed to Ku-
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wait, Bosnia, and Iraq. He commanded
thousands of soldiers and managed an
$11 billion Army portfolio. He led ca-
pacity-building efforts in Iraq and
headed train-and-equip missions in
Syria. He also directed logistics works
in the Middle East, North Africa, and
Central Asia. For his exemplary serv-
ice, the general earned the Legion of
Merit, the Bronze Star, the Distin-
guished Service Medal, and many other
recognitions.

Throughout all of his great accom-
plishments and prominent positions, he
has maintained a strong connection to
his alma mater and his Arkansas roots.

For his work with and on behalf of
his school, the current chancellor at
UAPB, Laurence Alexander, said of the
general:

He not only serves as a beacon of light and
hope to our university and our community,
but also to our state and our country. He
continues to positively impact the lives of
many, as well as inspiring a new generation
of future military leaders.

For all of his accomplishments, the
general was inducted into the Arkansas
Black Hall of Fame last year. Now he
has decided that it is time to take off
his Army uniform and pursue his next
adventure with his wife, Kassi.

The general has risen to such incred-
ible heights during his career. He is a
hero in the sense of his outstanding
military service, but more impor-
tantly, he is a hero in the sense that
when you talk about duty, honor, coun-
try, and integrity, he is the guy who is
a great example for all of us, one of the
best we can find and look to. I am so
proud to call him a fellow Arkansan
and a friend. On behalf of all Arkan-
sans, I wish him and his wife, Kassi,
much happiness in the next chapter of
their lives.

Thank you.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

IOWA

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, with Au-
gust just around the corner, countless
Iowans are preparing to fill up their
gas tanks—many with Iowa-grown
El15—and take to our scenic highways
for one last summer road trip. I can
tell you one thing: I will be hitting the
Iowa roadways myself, and I really
cannot wait, folks. Throughout the
month, I will be continuing on what I
call my 99 County Tour, an annual tra-
dition where I visit each and every one
of Towa’s 99 counties. I will be logging
hundreds of miles and speaking with
thousands of Towans.

It doesn’t get any better than head-
ing back home, getting out of this DC
swamp, and talking with folks about
the issues that matter most to them—
like solutions to lower prescription
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drug prices, policies to help our farm-
ers and small businesses thrive, and ef-
forts to cut wasteful spending and to
make them squeal here in Washington.

So far, this year, my tour has
brought me to over 50 Iowa counties,
and I am aiming to visit another 30 or
so before Labor Day. I will be criss-
crossing the State, hosting townhalls
and visiting the small businesses,
farms, plants, and everyone else that
are currently creating jobs and con-
tributing to Iowa’s current economic
boom and record unemployment.

Meeting with and hearing from my
fellow Iowans is one of the best and
most important parts of my job. Our
elected officials should always be out
there listening to the people we work
for. It is our job, and it really does
make us more effective lawmakers.

For Iowans and folks across the Na-
tion planning to hit the road this Au-
gust, I hope you will take advantage of
all that Iowa has to offer. With 99
counties, it means 99 unique commu-
nities for road warriors and families to
visit and enjoy.

There are national treasures like the
Effigy Mounds National Monument, a
sacred site that is located in
Allamakee and Clayton Counties, fea-
turing more than 200 American Indian
mounds. There are historic gems like
the Herbert Hoover National Historic
Site in Cedar County and Lewis and
Clark State Park in Monona County.

I am sure folks will be willing to fill
their social media feeds with one-of-a-
kind Iowa attractions like the Amer-
ican Gothic House in Wapello County,
the world’s largest concrete gnome, in
Story County, and the famed Field of
Dreams in Dubuque County.

And who could forget the Iowa State
Fair, truly the best State fair in North
America and the crown jewel of Iowa
attractions, with everything from the
butter cow to peanut butter and jelly
on a stick, hot beef sundaes, and, of
course, good old-fashioned hotdogs. In
fact, the Iowa State fair lists over 69
foods on a stick. That is right. It is on
a stick, folks. You can try that at the
fair this August.

But while you are out on the road,
there are a few things that you will not
be able to avoid. First and foremost, it
is Democrats running for President.
Folks, they are everywhere in Iowa.
You will not miss them. You also can’t
avoid Casey’s Pizza. Why would you
want to? That is my question.

Now, inside the DC swamp, people
may turn their nose up at gas station
pizza—that is what it is, Casey’s
Pizza—but Iowans know it doesn’t get
any better than pizza from Casey’s.

One more thing Iowans will not be
able to avoid on the roads this August
is me. So, as I am out on my 99-county
tour this August, if you happen to see
me at a townhall or at a local business
or organization or maybe even gassing
up my Harley-Davidson at Casey’s or
waiting in line for a slice of pizza,
please be sure to stop and say hello.
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So, folks, hit the roads this August.
Make that one last trip with your fam-
ily. Get out and see those sites, and for
heaven’s sake, swing through Iowa.
Visit our Iowa-nice folks.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PERDUE). The Senator from Montana.

MONTANA

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, as we
are getting ready for a busy August
work period, I am very much looking
forward to spending time in Big Sky
Country back home in Montana, away
from the swamp, enjoying the beautiful
State that I am so lucky to call home.

In between meetings, I am taking a
few days to enjoy Montana’s great out-
doors, including spending 3 days back-
packing in the Beartooth Wilderness
with my sweet wife Cindy and a couple
of our dogs. As an avid outdoorsman, I
was raised to appreciate our public
lands, and I can assure you, nothing
beats going off the grid for a bit, where
there is no cell phone coverage on top
of the peaks, with my sweetheart and a
couple of our pups and enjoying Mon-
tana’s beauty, the fly rod with an elk
hair caddis and chasing cut and some-
times even goldens in Montana’s high-
est lakes.

I will also be spending a lot of time
on the road traveling all over Montana.
I get to each of Montana’s 56 counties
every congressional period, to every
corner of our State, from West Butte
down to Ekalaka, even Alzada, over in
Monida, up to the northwest corner of
our State to places like Libby, Troy,
and even Yaak.

I will also work to get to one of my
favorite places in Montana, the famous
Jersey Lilly in Ingomar. This place is
not well known. It is off the beaten
path. But the Jersey Lilly in Ingomar,
MT, is home to the best bean soup in
Big Sky Country. If you ever find your-
self in east central Montana, Rosebud
County, you have to get off of Highway
12 and stop in. I have known the owners
of that restaurant for many years—
Boots and June. There is a Montana
name for you—‘‘Boots.” They not only
serve up great food and even better
conversation, they are also yet another
example of a local family business—the
bedrock of our small towns and coun-
ties across Montana. The fine folks
over at the Jersey Lilly are what Mon-
tana is all about. It is about hard work,
family values, passion for their com-
munity, and passion for our great
country. I am a proud and frequent
customer of the Jersey Lilly, and I
can’t wait for the next bowl of bean
soup.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

MISSOURI

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, first of
all, I wanted to talk about everything
you could be doing in Missouri in the
next month or so with your family, and
then I was told I have b minutes. That
seems to be an impossible restriction
for me. So let me see how many things
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I can talk about here as we end the
summer travel season. But there are
other people traveling after the sum-
mer. Some families still have their
summer vacation. Some schools start
after Labor Day, some before. I am
sure I will be leaving things out that I
will be glad to talk about at a later
time. Let me first just mention a cou-
ple of our national parks.

If you leave my hometown of Spring-
field, MO, and you head west, pretty
quickly you get to the Wilson’s Creek
National Battlefield park. There was a
battle in August of 1861. Several thou-
sand people fought who really weren’t
prepared to fight. They weren’t
trained. They weren’t ready. It was a
big battle that made a big difference in
what happened in Missouri in the war.

Not too far from there, you get to Di-
amond, MO, where there is the George
Washington Carver National Monu-
ment. It is a 240-acre park on the farm
where George Washington Carver grew
up. He was born as a slave but was
quickly freed and raised by the older
White couple who lived there. He man-
aged to get to school there a little bit
and in those years after the Civil War
became a leading scientist and spokes-
man for agriculture in the country.
This monument was established in 1943,
and it was the first national park dedi-
cated to an African American.

I have to circle back a little bit to
get to Branson. With 50 theaters in
Branson, there are more theater seats
than Broadway. It is never too early to
find a show you want to see in Branson.

In Silver Dollar City, in the summer
of last year, their great park was
named the No. 1 Christmas venue in
America to visit.

Now back to my hometown of Spring-
field, which is the way this comes up
on my list. It is the home of Bass Pro
Shops. The Wonders of Wildlife Na-
tional Museum and Aquarium right
there by Bass Pro was named ‘‘Amer-
ica’s Best Aquarium’ by USA TODAY
Travel last year. That museum has
3,000 fish, birds, mammals, reptiles, and
amphibious animals there.

A park we just added to our National
Park System—I will pop right up to al-
most St. Liouis, to St. Genevieve, where
you have French architecture that
dates back to the 1700s. This is the first
summer that there has been a full-time
park person there. This park is rising
out of what the community has pre-
served so well for so long. There are a
number of houses there that reflect
that early French architecture along
the Mississippi River.

South of there, at Perryville, is the
full-sized replica of the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Wall. There have been
some traveling memorials, and there
are a couple of memorials that are
miniature in some way, but in Perry-
ville, MO, you can see a full-sized rep-
lica on a 47-acre family farm that Jim
Eddleman and his family made pos-
sible, along with other donations. I was
there not too long ago, and I was at the
Vietnam Wall here not too long ago.
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They are in different places, but they
are the same wall, exactly the same
size, with the same names, and are the
same in every way.

On the other side of our State, in
Kansas City, is the Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum. Just this week, Sen-
ator KAINE and I introduced legislation
for a memorial coin to benefit the
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in
Kansas City. Congressmen CLEAVER
and STIVERS in the House did the same
thing.

While you are in Kansas City here at
the end of the centennial of World War
I, the World War I Museum in Kansas
City was the World War I Memorial
dedicated in the 1920s. It is the No. 1
place in America to visit and think
about the war and the impact of that
war in the 100 years that have passed
since then.

If you want to go north to St. Joseph,
you, of course, pass some baseball sta-
diums and football fields that are good
places to visit if you are there at the
right time. In St. Joseph, there is the
Pony Express Museum. The Pony Ex-
press didn’t last very long, but it be-
came a very important part of the lore
of the West, these young riders—before
the telegraph—taking a message as
quickly as they could ride and chang-
ing from one rider to another to go
from St. Joe to California.

I wouldn’t want to leave out the
Mark Twain Boyhood Home in Han-
nibal. There was a time when Mark
Twain was by far the best-read Amer-
ican author anywhere in the world.
Hannibal is the setting for the classic
American novel ‘“‘“The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer.”

We will circle right back down to the
Gateway Arch in St. Louis. More than
135 million people have visited the arch
since 1963. It just went through a major
overhaul and a 60-year renewal of the
facility, better connecting it to down-
town. It is the first example of what
the National Park Service hopes will
be the next century of the park, a true
public-private partnership.

In going to all these places, we drove
by lots of lakes and lots of fishing and
boating. There are a lot of things to do
in our State. Like many States, tour-
ism is our second biggest industry. We
look forward to people visiting us this
summer and next year and the years
after that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

TENNESSEE

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
appreciate the opportunity to partici-
pate today and talk a little bit about
my State of Tennessee. I will tell you,
as we are talking about what we are
going to do and how we are going to be
working across our State during the
August work period and how we are
looking forward to having people visit
our State during that time, one of the
things that strikes me so very often
when people talk about Tennessee and
when they hear that I am from Ten-
nessee, they will stop and say: That is
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