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SCHUMER made clear to those listening 
to this debate. Why won’t Senator 
MITCH MCCONNELL bring to the floor of 
the U.S. Senate election security legis-
lation—bipartisan legislation—that 
will, in the course of passing it, make 
us safer when it comes to our electoral 
process? What is this kind of bromance 
between the President and Vladimir 
Putin? I don’t understand. 

But now there appears to be another 
party on the scene. Senator MCCON-
NELL is joining in this effort: Keep our 
hands off of Russia. Don’t confront 
Russia. I don’t understand why the 
Senator from Kentucky is taking that 
position. He should be pushing forward 
on a bipartisan basis to protect our 
election security. 

Madam President, now I see my 
friend and Republican colleague from 
Utah is here, and I know the purpose of 
his attendance. I am about to make a 
statement about TPS status for Ven-
ezuelans in the United States. I will 
preface it briefly, make my request, 
and allow the Senator from Utah, if he 
doesn’t want to stay here, to respond, 
and I will continue. 

Last year, I went to Venezuela. It 
was my first time. I met with Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro, and I said to him: 
If you have the election you plan to 
have, it will not be credible, and 
around the world, you will find the 
United States and many other nations 
will reject the outcome. You have to 
open up the process. Stop putting your 
political opponents in jail. Have a real 
election, a free election. Venezuela 
needs it, not just from a constitutional 
viewpoint, but your economy is in 
shambles, and if you want the world to 
join you in rebuilding the Venezuelan 
economy, you have to be the credible 
leader and you can’t be if you go 
through with this election as planned. 

That was my speech. It didn’t work. 
He had the election as he planned it. 
He made sure that his opponents were 
under house arrest or in jail. He fixed 
the vote and ended up declaring him-
self the winner, and no one accepted it. 
So across the world, you find this re-
sistance to his leadership. 

There are some 70,000 people from 
Venezuela in the United States. They 
are here on visitor visas, work visas, 
student visas, and similar capacities. 
They are now being asked to return to 
Venezuela. But listen to the cir-
cumstances: In Venezuela—we know 
that it is not safe for Americans to 
visit. Senator MENENDEZ has spoken on 
this issue. He is joining me in this ef-
fort today. We are warning Americans 
that it is unsafe to visit Venezuela, but 
we are telling the Venezuelans who are 
in the United States that they have to 
go back. 

What we are asking for is temporary 
protected status for these Venezuelans 
to be able to stay in the United States 
during the pendency of this contest 
that is going on about the future of 
that nation. 

People are literally starving to death 
in Venezuela. They have no medicine. 

It is in the worst possible situation. 
How can we in good conscience say to 
these Venezuelans who are in the 
United States that they have to re-
turn? 

So the purpose of my effort today on 
the floor is to say that we should dis-
charge from the Judiciary Committee 
legislation that allows these Ven-
ezuelans to stay here while we have de-
clared it so dangerous in their home 
country. It is a rational and thoughtful 
thing to do, although, sadly, the 
Trump administration has sent me a 
letter saying they don’t approve of it. 

It is time for Congress to act. It is 
time for the Senate to act. I am going 
to make my formal motion at this 
point because Senator LEE has come to 
the floor. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 549 
Madam President, as if in legislative 

session, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Judiciary Committee be discharged 
from further consideration of H.R. 549 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration; further, that the 
bill be read a third time and passed and 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Utah. 
Mr. LEE. Madam President, I reserve 

the right to object after raising a cou-
ple of observations. 

It is important to know that this bill 
was passed by the House of Representa-
tives Thursday night. We just received 
the paperwork from the House of Rep-
resentatives yesterday. This is a bill 
that did not pass unanimously in the 
House of Representatives—far from it. 
There were at least 158 Republicans 
who voted against it. 

There are a number of my colleagues 
in the Senate who, like me, would like 
to see this and many other bills consid-
ered but would also like the oppor-
tunity to adequately review the legis-
lation as passed and to propose amend-
ments and have those amendments 
voted on. So passing this bill right now 
without that opportunity to review it, 
to propose amendments and have those 
considered, and just passing this unani-
mously is not the way we ought to be 
passing this legislation. 

I am happy to work with my distin-
guished colleague and my revered 
friend from Illinois in moving in that 
direction, but we are not ready to pass 
this by unanimous consent right now. 
We have amendments to propose. So on 
that basis, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I 
want to thank my colleague from 
Utah. I am sorry he objected to my re-
quest. 

Why are we moving so quickly on 
this? Because it is a matter of life and 
death, that is why. Why did we decide 
that this is of such an emergency na-
ture that the House has moved on this 
already? Because, literally, people who 

are forced to return to Venezuela may 
face death. That is why we are moving 
on this as quickly as we are. 

I want to thank the House of Rep-
resentatives for passing this measure. 
It is time for the Senate to act, and we 
certainly have the time on the floor to 
achieve that. 

As I mentioned, if you go to Ven-
ezuela, as I did last year, you can see 
literally on the streets the impact of 
this disintegration of their economy 
and the problems they are facing. 

I visited Children’s Hospital in Cara-
cas, and it was heartbreaking for the 
medical staff to sit down at the table 
and tell me they didn’t have the basic 
medicines we find in our medicine 
chests at home or in the clinics of 
America when it came to treating 
these children. They did not have anti-
biotics. They didn’t have cancer drugs. 

The economy in Venezuela is disinte-
grating before our eyes, and these peo-
ple—Venezuelans in the United States, 
students and others—are saying they 
would like to remain in the United 
States and stay here until it is more 
stable in their country. Historically, 
there were no questions asked, and we 
did that. We have done it over and over 
again. But under this administration, 
whenever the word ‘‘immigrant’’ comes 
into the conversation, they freeze. 

The same Trump administration has 
told us that the Maduro regime is un-
acceptable and that we have to get rid 
of it because of the terrible things that 
are happening, that the people of Ven-
ezuela should have a free election to 
decide their leader. This same adminis-
tration will not help the Venezuelans 
who say they are fearful of heading 
home to a country that is so dan-
gerous. 

Let me read what this administra-
tion, which refuses to give temporary 
protected status, says to people from 
the United States who may want to 
visit Venezuela. To me, it tells the 
whole story. Here is what the Trump 
State Department says about Ven-
ezuela today in the following travel ad-
visory to American citizens: 

Do not travel to Venezuela due to crime, 
civil unrest, poor health infrastructure, and 
arbitrary arrest and detention of U.S. citi-
zens. . . . Violent crime, such as homicide, 
armed robbery, kidnapping, and carjacking, 
is common. . . . There are shortages of food, 
electricity, water, medicine, and medical 
supplies throughout much of Venezuela. 

Those are the words of the Trump ad-
ministration about this country of 
Venezuela, and when I ask that those 
who are Venezuelan who are in our 
country not be forced to return to 
those conditions, there is an objection 
not only from my friend the Repub-
lican Senator from Utah but also from 
the Trump administration. 

Now, make no mistake, if temporary 
protected status is granted, that does 
not mean we won’t ask any questions 
of the Venezuelans here. They will 
have to go through a criminal back-
ground check. If they are a dangerous 
person, they are gone, period. No ques-
tions. They are gone. And that is the 
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way it should be. But for those, for ex-
ample, in my State who are university 
students, who have their student visas 
coming to an end—they are asking me: 
Senator DURBIN, will you allow me to 
stay in the United States until it is 
safe in my country? 

Is that an unreasonable request? If it 
were Americans in similar plights in 
places around the world, wouldn’t we 
say: Give them a break. Give them a 
chance to stay in a safe place. 

I will close. I want to defer to my 
friend from New Jersey, Senator 
MENENDEZ, on this issue. 

When I went to Venezuela last year, 
in Caracas, I had a meeting. It was a 
dinner meeting, and it was an unusual 
one because it was with six members of 
the General Assembly who are oppo-
nents of President Maduro, who is cur-
rently their leader in that country. 
These opposition leaders opposed him, 
and their lives were at stake because of 
it. 

We had dinner in a restaurant. It was 
an unusual dinner. It was upstairs in a 
back room, and the door was closed so 
that no one could see us. There were 
six of them, and they said to me: If you 
come back next year, Senator, two of 
us will have been deported, two of us 
will be in prison; and two of us will 
have disappeared. 

That is what happens to the opposi-
tion in Venezuela if you happen to op-
pose President Maduro. It is that dan-
gerous. 

One of those six was a man named 
Juan Guaido. I met him that night for 
the first time. Little did I know that 
he would step up several months ago 
and put his life and his family’s lives 
on the line to say: I think Venezuela 
needs new leadership. Exceptional 
courage on his part. I met him then. I 
have met his wife since. They are lit-
erally risking their lives for their 
country. They understand how dan-
gerous it is. 

All I asked for today on the floor is 
for those Venezuelans who wish to stay 
here in safety until this political sce-
nario plays out, that they be allowed 
to stay here. That is all I was asking 
for—temporary protected status. I am 
sorry that Senator LEE objected. He 
did note, though, that in some period 
of time—I hope very soon—he will re-
consider that position and give us a 
chance to provide safety for the Ven-
ezuelans who are visiting here in the 
United States. 

Because he is here and has been such 
a great ally of mine in this effort, I 
would like to yield the floor to my 
friend from New Jersey, Senator 
MENENDEZ. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, 
let me thank my colleague from Illi-
nois, who has been a clarion voice in 
this regard, a strong proponent of 
human rights and democracy in Ven-
ezuela and in other parts of the world, 
but in this case, in Venezuela; who has 
traveled there at a time when people 

could not travel—certainly from the 
Congress—in an effort to see if there 
was a pathway forward and to see the 
plight of the Venezuelan people. I real-
ly appreciate his cosponsorship with 
me on this temporary protected status 
for Venezuelans. His leadership is criti-
cally important, not only as the Demo-
cratic whip but also as a senior mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee that I 
hope can take up this legislation. 

I will say this: I regret that our col-
league from Utah, No. 1, objected, and 
No. 2, left. I would just make two ob-
servations on his comments. No. 1, 
there was a strong bipartisan vote in 
the House of Representatives. So, no, 
there was not unanimity, but there was 
a strong bipartisan vote in the House 
of Representatives. Secondly, this leg-
islation has been over here in the Sen-
ate for some time. We have offered it 
for some time, so it is not new. 

Thirdly, I would just say as to wheth-
er we get to legislate in this Chamber, 
that depends on the majority leader 
and his side of the aisle, who control 
the floor. We would like to see legis-
lating take place. We would be happy 
to have a debate on the fierce urgency 
of this as it relates to this issue of 
TPS, temporary protected status. 

I fear my colleague was unaware of 
what he objected to. This is urgently 
needed legislation that would have 
granted that temporary—underline 
temporary—protected status. This is a 
class of people who need to be pro-
tected, the approximately 200,000 Ven-
ezuelans currently residing in the 
United States. 

As we all know, the Maduro regime 
has created an unprecedented humani-
tarian crisis in Venezuela that has now 
forced more than 4 million Venezuelans 
and migrants to flee their homeland— 
more than 4 million. Think about it. 
This is on the verge of becoming one of 
the greatest humanitarian catas-
trophes in a refugee situation that we 
have in the world—and that is some-
thing considering what has happened in 
Syria and other places in the world— 
right here in our own hemisphere. 

In response to this humanitarian 
tragedy, last December—this has been 
around several months—Senator DUR-
BIN offered the first bipartisan bill to 
provide TPS for Venezuelans, which we 
reintroduced in February. Last week, 
the House passed their own bipartisan 
version of the legislation with support 
of dozens of Republican Members. It is 
an unconscionable moral failing for the 
Senate not to approve this legislation. 

Earlier this month, as the senior 
member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, I traveled to the Ven-
ezuela border to see the crisis first-
hand. I returned convinced that we 
cannot afford to sit on the sidelines 
any longer. My colleague, I think, 
would not have objected to TPS for 
Venezuelans if he saw what I saw. 

During my trip to Cucuta, I walked 
on the Colombian side of the Simon Bo-
livar International Bridge, between Co-
lombia and Venezuela, amidst thou-

sands of Venezuelan refugees—30,000 
cross each and every day—and mi-
grants who cross into Colombia each 
and every day. I joined thousands of 
Venezuelans who were fleeing hunger 
as they sought food at the Divine Prov-
idence soup kitchen. 

I visited patients seeking medical 
care that is no longer available in Ven-
ezuela. By the way, Venezuela should 
be one of the wealthiest countries in 
the Western Hemisphere. It has huge 
oil and natural gas reserves, but de-
spite that they can’t get medical care 
in Venezuela because the hospital sys-
tem has completely collapsed. When I 
was there in Colombia at the border, 
the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights issued a report de-
crying that the Maduro regime’s secu-
rity forces had murdered nearly 7,000 
Venezuelans in the last 2 years—7,000. 
My colleague cannot possibly want to 
return Venezuelans to the cruel condi-
tions they are fleeing. That is what 
temporary protected status is all 
about. 

I have applauded—I don’t find too 
many times in which I am in agree-
ment with the Trump administration, 
but I supported their efforts on sanc-
tions and other efforts around the 
Maduro regime so we can restore de-
mocracy and human rights, but how 
can you say and do all the things you 
are doing in Venezuela and then have a 
deportation force that wants to round 
up these people who have done nothing 
wrong and send them back to the coun-
try where 7,000 have been killed by 
Maduro? 

These extraordinary conditions have 
scattered millions of Venezuelans in 
countries across the Americas. Today 
1.3 million reside in Colombia, 750,000 
in Peru, 250,000 in Ecuador, and the 
numbers keep growing. Colombia and 
its neighbors have largely welcomed 
Venezuelans as they flee a devastating 
humanitarian catastrophe. 

By not approving this bill today, the 
United States is failing to match their 
efforts and failing to approve tem-
porary protected status for the vulner-
able of Venezuelans already living in 
our country. 

For those who doubt whether TPS 
would make a difference for these Ven-
ezuelan families, let me share with you 
a few stories provided to my office by 
the respected Venezuelan human rights 
group Foro Penal. 

Yuley Gomez is the mother of Luis 
David, a 4-year-old who has a delicate 
heart condition. In Venezuela, Yuley 
asked for help from everyone she could, 
but all she received was a prescription 
for painkillers. In a closed-door meet-
ing, she was told privately to wait for 
the inevitable death of her child, a 4- 
year-old. Just imagine being told to 
wait for a son or daughter to succumb 
to a treatable illness. No parent would 
do that. 

After great personal sacrifice, Yuley 
made it to the United States and ad-
mitted her son into Boston Children’s 
Hospital. Three years later, David is 
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thriving, but he requires frequent 
checkups and treatments that remain 
unavailable in Venezuela to this day. 

Then there is Leila Calderon, who re-
sides in my home State of New Jersey. 
Her nephew, who once lived with her in 
Caracas, is a pilot in the Venezuela 
Armed Forces. He was wrongly ar-
rested for plotting to overthrow 
Maduro. In the absence of evidence, he 
was released from jail, but on his way 
home, he received a call warning him 
that military counterintelligence 
agents were waiting for him. When he 
tried to hide, security forces arbi-
trarily arrested his mother, his 
girlfriend, and his father-in-law. The 
following day, he was detained and 
charged once more, again with no evi-
dence. He remains imprisoned today. 

Even Leila, who has publicly advo-
cated for his release, has been labeled 
as a ‘‘terrorist’’ on national television 
by the regime thug Diosdado Cabello. 

Let me share the story of Omar 
Acosta. His brother, Captain Rafael 
Acosta Arevalo, was detained on June 
21, 2019, by members of the Venezuela 
military counterintelligence. After 
being forcibly imprisoned for a week, 
on June 28 of 2019, Captain Acosta was 
rolled into an arraignment hearing in a 
wheelchair, visibly affected by torture. 
He died the following day. The kind of 
torture that took Captain Acosta’s life 
is one of the many dangers Ven-
ezuelans in the United States would 
need to fear if we don’t approve TPS. 

The Maduro regime’s unthinkable 
abuses have created a full-blown ref-
ugee crisis in our own hemisphere. 
These extraordinary, and what we pray 
are temporary, conditions prevent mil-
lions of Venezuelans from safely re-
turning home, including nearly 200,000 
in our own country. 

There has been a broad bipartisan 
support for the Trump administration’s 
effort to confront the Maduro regime. 
However, as we confront Maduro, we 
cannot turn our back on the Ven-
ezuelan people. Unfortunately, today 
the Senate has chosen not to act. We 
could have sent legislation to the 
President’s desk that ensures that vul-
nerable Venezuelans in the United 
States are not sent back into harm’s 
way—into potential death or imprison-
ment. Instead, we did nothing. 

This is a tragedy in its own right. 
This is what we could have avoided 
today. I am sure Senator DURBIN and I 
will continue to push forward. We will 
both challenge the leadership here to 
allow us either to have this passed or 
give us a vote. I think the community 
should know who stands on their side 
and whether they are willing to protect 
them temporarily from the enormous 
humanitarian catastrophe—the great 
risk of the loss of life or liberty that 
exists for Venezuelans in the United 
States who have fled to freedom. 

We are going to go out of session the 
end of this week. That means all these 
people will languish for the summer, 
not knowing whether, in fact, they can 
be deported back to a country in which 

they may well lose their life or their 
liberty. That is pretty outrageous. If 
we can’t get it done this week, I hope 
to God we can get it done in Sep-
tember. If not, I worry about a con-
tinuing crisis that will only lead to 
greater uncertainty and create greater 
risk to those simply fleeing freedom 
and who are being, by the way, very 
productive citizens here while they are 
temporarily in our country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. I want to thank my 

colleague from New Jersey for his 
statement and leadership on this issue. 

It is time. When you think about the 
circumstances, I am reminded of when 
I was in Caracas last year. It was 11 
p.m. at night after I finished with this 
dinner with the opposition leaders. As I 
was headed back to the hotel, I saw 
long lines of people standing by ATM 
machines at 11 p.m. at night. I asked 
what that was all about. Well, they are 
facing hyperinflation in Venezuela—1 
million percent, whatever it may be. 
Every day, these people have to stand 
in line to withdraw the maximum 
amount from their savings accounts so 
the next morning they have enough 
money to take the bus to work. That is 
the circumstance. The economy of this 
country has collapsed. 

The medical care, which you men-
tioned, and I found at this children’s 
hospital and other places, is virtually 
nonexistent. Diseases, which were once 
eradicated in Venezuela, are returning. 
Children are dying from diseases which 
long ago we believed were gone. Now 
they are back because there is no vac-
cine, nothing to treat these children. 

When we ask the Trump administra-
tion, which has told us they want to 
get rid of Maduro, to give the Ven-
ezuelans a chance at a free election; 
when we ask them, will you at least 
show some sympathy for the Ven-
ezuelans in the United States who 
don’t want to return, who want tem-
porary protection until this political 
mess is over—when we ask them will 
you give them that protection, we get 
a letter from Mr. Cuccinelli, who is 
now the head of citizen services, say-
ing: No, we are not going to do that. 

How can you have it both ways? How 
can you say you care for the people of 
Venezuela, you acknowledge the ter-
rible circumstances of their leader, 
Maduro, yet when it comes to those in 
the United States, you force them to 
return to this circumstance? 

As you just described, for many of 
them, you are forcing the return to a 
circumstance which is threatening, if 
not deadly, with 7,000 already killed by 
their secret police and who knows how 
many have not been reported who 
could have been victims as well. 

Today we made this request on the 
floor. A Republican Senator objected. 
The next time I am going to come to 
the floor, I will ask our Republican co-
sponsors to join us. This is a bipartisan 
effort to try to protect these Venezuela 

people. If they will come join us, per-
haps the leadership on the Republican 
side will have second thoughts and give 
these people of Venezuela a chance to 
be protected here until their country is 
safe. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey. 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, 

one final comment to my colleague. 
The 7,000 who have been killed by 
Maduro’s secret police is reflective of 
the fact that those who are here are 
some of the earliest opponents of 
Maduro—those who tried to create 
change but fled. They have a height-
ened reason why, in fact, going back— 
in addition to the chaos and in addition 
to the danger—they are particularly 
threatened, at the end of the day, be-
cause they are the ones who were try-
ing to create change and found a situa-
tion in which the threat of their life 
was at risk so they came to the United 
States. 

Getting protected status—if there 
was ever a moment in which temporary 
protected status was envisioned, it is 
for this situation. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. DURBIN. I suggest the absence of 

a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SENATE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I al-

ways find that the end of the July work 
period in Washington, DC, is a good 
time to take stock of the year so far. 

I am looking forward to getting out 
of DC in the next few days and heading 
home to South Dakota. I am lucky 
enough to get to meet with South Da-
kotans on most weekends, but congres-
sional recesses provide me with unbro-
ken blocks of time to spend in the 
State and hear about South Dakotans’ 
needs and priorities. 

It has been a busy year here in Wash-
ington, DC, so far. In the last 7 months, 
the Senate has worked to confirm near-
ly 50 well-qualified judges, has provided 
funding to address the humanitarian 
and security crisis at our southern bor-
der, has given our military the re-
sources it needs to defend the country, 
and much more. 

I am proud that in May, by an over-
whelming bipartisan margin, the Sen-
ate passed my bill to address illegal 
and abusive robocalls. My legislation 
would increase the financial penalties 
for making illegal robocalls, and it 
would give law enforcement more tools 
to go after these scammers who prey 
on vulnerable populations. The 
TRACED Act, which is my bill to ad-
dress illegal robocalls, is one of more 
than 80 pieces of legislation I have in-
troduced or cosponsored this year. My 
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