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take on the investment risk and cost to ex-
plore and develop the resources of the sea—
particularly on the extended continental
shelf (ECS)—without the legal certainty and
stability accession to LOS provides’”, on
June 28, 2012, before the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate;

Whereas the past President and current
Chief Executive Officer of the United States
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Thomas J.
Donahue, further stated, ‘‘the benefits of
joining cut across many important indus-
tries including telecommunications, mining,
shipping, and oil and natural gas’, and,
‘“‘joining the Convention will provide the
U.S. a critical voice on maritime issues—
from mineral claims in the Arctic to how
International Seabed Authority (ISA) funds
are distributed’”’, on June 28, 2012, before the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate;

Whereas the past Commander of United
States Pacific Command, Admiral Samuel J.
Locklear, stated that UNCLOS is “‘widely ac-
cepted after a lot of years of deliberation by
many, many countries, most countries in my
Area of Responsibility (AOR)”’, and, ‘“‘when
we’re not a signatory, it reduces our overall
credibility when we bring it up as a choice of
how you might solve a dispute of any kind”’,
on April 16, 2015, before the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Commandant of the
United States Coast Guard, retired Admiral
Paul Zukunft, stated on February 12, 2016,
“With the receding of the icepack, the Arctic
Ocean has become the focus of international
interest.”, and ‘“All Arctic states agree that
the Law of the Sea Convention is the gov-
erning legal regime for the Arctic Ocean . . .
yet, we remain the only Arctic nation that
has not ratified the very instrument that
provides this accepted legal framework gov-
erning the Arctic Ocean and its seabed.”’, and
“Ratification of the Law of the Sea Conven-
tion supports our economic interests, envi-
ronmental protection, and safety of life at
sea, especially in the Arctic Ocean.’’;

Whereas the past Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, Admiral Jonathan Greenert, further
stated, ‘“‘remaining outside Law of the Sea
Convention (LOSC) is inconsistent with our
principles, our national security strategy
and our leadership in commerce and trade’’,
and, ‘‘virtually every major ally of the U.S.
is a party to LOSC, as are all other perma-
nent members of the U.N. Security Council
and all other Arctic nations’, on June 14,
2012, before the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate;

Whereas the past Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, Admiral Jonathan Greenert, further
stated, ‘‘our absence [from LOSC] could pro-
vide an excuse for nations to selectively
choose among Convention provisions or
abandon it altogether, thereby eroding the
navigational freedoms we enjoy today’’, and,
‘“‘accession would enhance multilateral oper-
ations with our partners and demonstrate a
clear commitment to the rule of law for the
oceans’, on June 14, 2012, before the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the United States Special Rep-
resentative of State for the Arctic and
former Commandant of the Coast Guard, Ad-
miral Robert Papp, Jr., stated, ‘‘as a non-
party to the Law of the Sea Convention, the
U.S. is at a significant disadvantage relative
to the other Arctic Ocean coastal States’,
and, ‘‘those States are parties to the Conven-
tion, and are well along the path to obtain-
ing legal certainty and international rec-
ognition of their Arctic extended continental
shelf”’, and, ‘‘becoming a Party to the Law of
the Sea Convention would allow the United
States to fully secure its rights to the conti-
nental shelf off the coast of Alaska, which is
likely to extend out to more than 600 nau-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

tical miles’’, on December 10, 2014, before the
Subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia, and
Emerging Threats of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives;

Whereas the Chairman of the Joints Chiefs
of Staff, General Joseph F. Dunford, stated,
‘““The Convention provides legal certainty in
the world’s largest maneuver space.”’, and,
‘“‘access would strengthen the legal founda-
tion for our ability to transit through inter-
national straits and archipelagic waters; pre-
serve our right to conduct military activities
in other countries’ Exclusive Economic
Zones (EEZs) without notice or permission;
reaffirm the sovereign immunity of war-
ships; provide a framework to counter exces-
sive maritime claims; and preserve or oper-
ations and intelligence-collection activi-
ties”, and, ‘‘joining the Convention would
also demonstrate our commitment to the
rule of law, strengthen our credibility among
those nations that are already party to the
Convention, and allow us to bring the full
force of our influence in challenging exces-
sive maritime claims’’, on July 9, 2015, before
the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate;

Whereas the Chairman of the Joints Chief
of Staff, General Joseph F. Dunford, further
stated, ‘‘by remaining outside the Conven-
tion, the United States remains in scarce
company with Iran, Venezuela, North Korea,
and Syria’’, and, ‘‘by failing to join the Con-
vention, some countries may come to doubt
our commitment to act in accordance with
international law’, on July 9, 2015, before
the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate;

Whereas the Chief of Naval Operations, Ad-
miral John M. Richardson, stated, ‘‘acceding
to the Convention would strengthen our
credibility and strategic position’’, and, ‘“‘we
undermine our leverage by not signing up to
the same rule book by which we are asking
other countries to accept’, on July 30, 2015,
in his nomination hearing before the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the Chief of Naval Operations, Ad-
miral John M. Richardson, further stated,
‘“‘that becoming a part of [UNCLOS] would
give us a great deal of credibility, and par-
ticularly as it pertains to the unfolding op-
portunities in the Arctic’, and, ‘‘this pro-
vides a framework to adjudicate disputes’’,
on July 30, 2015, in his nomination hearing
before the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

Whereas the past Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Asian and Pacific Security Af-
fairs, the Honorable David Shear, stated,
‘‘that while the United States operates con-
sistent with the United Nations convention
on the Law of the Sea, we’ve seen positive
momentum in promoting shared rules of the
road”, and, ‘‘our efforts would be greatly
strengthened by Senate ratification of
UNCLOS”, on September 17, 2015, before the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the Commander of United States
Indo-Pacific Command, Admiral Philip S.
Davidson, stated ‘‘our accession to the
UNCLOS would help our position legally
across the globe and would do nothing to
limit our military operations in the manner
in which we’re conducting them now’, on
April 17, 2018, before the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Commander of United
States Pacific Command, retired Admiral
Harry B. Harris, stated ‘I believe that
UNCLOS gives Russia the potential to,
quote, unquote ‘own’ almost half of the Arc-
tic Circle, and we will not have that oppor-
tunity because of, we’re not a signatory to
UNCLOS,” on March 15, 2018, before the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate;
and
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Whereas the past Commander of United
States Pacific Command, Admiral Harry B.
Harris, stated ‘I think that by not signing
onto it that we lose the creditability for the
very same thing that we’re arguing for”’, and
“which is the following—accepting rules and
norms in the international arena. The
United States is a beacon—we’re a beacon on
a hill but I think that light is brighter if we
sign on to UNCLOS”’, on February 23, 2016, at
a hearing before the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms that it is in the national inter-
est for the United States to become a formal
signatory of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea;

(2) urges the United States Senate to give
its advice and consent to the ratification of
the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS); and

(3) recommends the ratification of
UNCLOS remain a top priority for the Ad-
ministration, having received bipartisan sup-
port from every President since 1994, and
having most recently been underscored by
the strategic challenges the United States
faces in the Asia-Pacific, the Arctic, and the
Black Sea regions.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 285—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2019 AS
‘“SCHOOL BUS SAFETY MONTH”

Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Ms.
DUCKWORTH) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 285

Whereas, every school day in the United
States, approximately 500,000 public and pri-
vate school buses carry more than 26,000,000
children to and from school;

Whereas school buses comprise the largest
mass transportation fleet in the United
States;

Whereas 48 percent of all K-12 students
ride a school bus for each of the 180 school
days in a year, totaling nearly 4,680,000,000
miles driven in school buses annually;

Whereas the Child Safety Network, cele-
brating 30 years of national public service,
supports the CSN Safe Bus campaign, which
is designed to provide the latest training,
technology, and free safety and security re-
sources to the school bus industry;

Whereas the designation of School Bus
Safety Month will allow broadcast and dig-
ital media and social networking industries
to make commitments to disseminate public
service announcements that are produced in
order—

(1) to provide free resources designed to
safeguard children;

(2) to recognize school bus drivers and pro-
fessionals; and

(3) to encourage the driving public to en-
gage in safer driving behavior near school
buses when students are boarding and dis-
embarking from the school buses;

Whereas key leaders who are deserving of
recognition during School Bus Safety Month
and beyond have provided security awareness
training materials to more than 14,000 public
and private school districts, trained more
than 100,000 school bus operators, and pro-
vided more than 150,000 counterterrorism
guides to individuals who are key to pro-
viding both safety and security for children
in the United States; and

Whereas School Bus Safety Month offers
the Senate and the people of the United
States an opportunity to recognize and
thank all of the school bus drivers in the
United States and the professionals who are
focused on school bus safety and security:
Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2019 as ‘‘School Bus Safety Month’’.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 286—DESIG-
NATING JULY 26, 2019, AS
“UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE
PROFESSIONALS DAY

Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. BURR,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. KING, Mr. BLUNT, Ms. HARRIS, Mr.
CoTTON, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BENNET, and
Mr. SASSE) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 286

Whereas on July 26, 1908, Attorney General
Charles Bonaparte ordered newly-hired Fed-
eral investigators to report to the Office of
the Chief Examiner of the Department of
Justice, which subsequently was renamed
the Federal Bureau of Investigation;

Whereas on July 26, 1947, President Tru-
man signed the National Security Act of 1947
(60 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.), creating the Depart-
ment of Defense, the National Security
Council, the Central Intelligence Agency,
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, thereby laying
the foundation for today’s intelligence com-
munity;

Whereas the National Security Act of 1947,
which appears in title 50, United States
Code, governs the definition, composition,
responsibilities, authorities, and oversight of
the intelligence community of the United
States;

Whereas the intelligence community is de-
fined by section 3 of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003) to include the Of-
fice of the Director of National Intelligence,
the Central Intelligence Agency, the Na-
tional Security Agency, the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, the National Geospatial-In-
telligence Agency, the National Reconnais-
sance Office, other offices within the Depart-
ment of Defense for the collection of special-
ized national intelligence through reconnais-
sance programs, the intelligence elements of
the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the Ma-
rine Corps, the Coast Guard, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, the Drug Enforcement
Administration, and the Department of En-
ergy, the Bureau of Intelligence and Re-
search of the Department of State, the Office
of Intelligence and Analysis of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, the elements of the
Department of Homeland Security concerned
with the analysis of intelligence informa-
tion, and other elements as may be des-
ignated;

Whereas July 26, 2019, is the 72nd anniver-
sary of the signing of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.);

Whereas the Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act of 2004 (Public Law
108-458; 118 Stat. 3638) created the position of
the Director of National Intelligence to serve
as the head of the intelligence community
and to ensure that national intelligence be
timely, objective, independent of political
considerations, and based upon all sources
available;

Whereas Congress has previously passed
joint resolutions, signed by the President, to
designate Peace Officers Memorial Day on
May 15, Patriot Day on September 11, and
other commemorative occasions, to honor
the sacrifices of law enforcement officers and
of those who lost their lives on September 11,
2001;

Whereas the United States has increas-
ingly relied upon the men and women of the
intelligence community to protect and de-
fend the security of the United States in the
years since the attacks of September 11, 2001;
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Whereas the men and women of the intel-
ligence community, both civilian and mili-
tary, have been increasingly called upon to
deploy to theaters of war in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, and elsewhere since September 11, 2001;

Whereas numerous intelligence officers of
the elements of the intelligence community
have been injured or Kkilled in the line of
duty;

Whereas intelligence officers of the United
States are routinely called upon to accept
personal hardship and sacrifice in the fur-
therance of their mission to protect the
United States, to undertake dangerous as-
signments in the defense of the interests of
the United States, to collect reliable infor-
mation within prescribed legal authorities
upon which the leaders of the United States
rely in life-and-death situations, and to
‘“‘speak truth to power’” by providing their
best assessments to decision makers, regard-
less of political and policy considerations;

Whereas the men and women of the intel-
ligence community have on numerous occa-
sions succeeded in preventing attacks upon
the United States and allies of the United
States, saving numerous innocent lives; and

Whereas intelligence officers of the United
States must of necessity often remain un-
known and unrecognized for their substan-
tial achievements and successes: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 26, 2019, as ‘“‘United
States Intelligence Professionals Day’’;

(2) acknowledges the courage, fidelity, sac-
rifice, and professionalism of the men and
women of the intelligence community of the
United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 930. Mr. SCOTT, of Florida (for Mr.
BLUNT) proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 3253, to provide for certain extensions
with respect to the Medicaid program under
title XIX of the Social Security Act, and for
other purposes.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 930. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for
Mr. BLUNT) proposed an amendment to
the bill H.R. 3253, to provide for certain
extensions with respect to the Med-
icaid program under title XIX of the
Social Security Act, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Sustaining
Excellence in Medicaid Act of 2019”".

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF THE COMMUNITY MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES DEMONSTRA-
TION PROGRAM.

Section 223(d)(3) of the Protecting Access
to Medicare Act of 2014 (42 U.S.C. 1396a note),
as amended by Public Law 116-29, is amended
by striking ‘“‘July 14, 2019 and inserting
‘““‘September 13, 2019”".

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF PROTECTION FOR MED-

ICAID RECIPIENTS OF HOME AND
COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES
AGAINST SPOUSAL IMPOVERISH-
MENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2404 of Public
Law 111-148 (42 U.S.C. 1396r-5 note) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘September 30, 2019 and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2019”°.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
section 2404 of Public Law 111-148 (42 U.S.C.
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1396r-5 note) or section 1902(a)(17) or 1924 of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1396a(a)(17), 1396r-5) shall be construed as
prohibiting a State from applying an income
or resource disregard under a methodology
authorized under section 1902(r)(2) of such
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(r)(2))—

(1) to the income or resources of an indi-
vidual described in section
1902(a)(10)(A)({1)(VI) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1396a(a)(10)(A)({i)(VI)) (including a disregard
of the income or resources of such individ-
ual’s spouse); or

(2) on the basis of an individual’s need for
home and community-based services author-
ized under subsection (c), (d), (i), or (k) of
section 1915 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1396n) or
under section 1115 of such Act (42 U.S.C.

1315).

SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF MONEY FOLLOWS THE
PERSON REBALANCING DEM-
ONSTRATION.

Section 6071(h)(1)(F) of the Deficit Reduc-
tion Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 139%6a note) is
amended by striking ‘‘$132,000,000”" and in-
serting ‘‘$254,500,000"".

SEC. 5. EXTENSION FOR FAMILY-TO-FAMILY
HEALTH INFORMATION CENTERS.

Section 501(c) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 701(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A)(vii), by striking
“and 2019 and inserting ‘‘through 2024’’; and

(2) in paragraph (3)(C), by striking ‘‘fiscal
years 2018 and 2019” and inserting ‘‘fiscal
year 2018 and each fiscal year thereafter”.
SEC. 6. REDUCED WHOLESALE ACQUISITION

COST (WAC)-BASED PAYMENTS FOR
NEW DRUGS AND BIOLOGICALS.

Section 1847A(c)(4) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 139%w-3a(c)(4)) is amended by
striking ‘‘payable under this section for the
drug or biological based on—’ and all that
follows through the period at the end and in-
serting the following: ‘‘payable under this
section—

‘“(A) in the case of a drug or biological fur-
nished prior to January 1, 2019, based on—

‘(i) the wholesale acquisition cost; or

‘“(ii) the methodologies in effect under this
part on November 1, 2003, to determine pay-
ment amounts for drugs or biologicals; and

‘“(B) in the case of a drug or biological fur-
nished on or after January 1, 2019—

‘(i) at an amount not to exceed 103 percent
of the wholesale acquisition cost; or

‘“(ii) based on the methodologies in effect
under this part on November 1, 2003, to deter-

mine payment amounts for drugs or
biologicals.”.
———
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
have 8 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 25, 2019, at 9:30 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 24,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-09T04:54:45-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




