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The union movement always protects
its workers. We need them to be
stronger in America. That is one of the
reasons income is going up to the top
and not going to the middle class any-
more—because we don’t have as strong
unions as we should. But the unions,
when they get behind something, God
bless them.

Finally, I need to thank the first re-
sponders who came here themselves
and who delayed cancer treatments to
testify at hearings, who wheeled the
Halls of Congress in their wheelchairs
to chase down legislators, who gifted
lawmakers their NYPD badges and
FDNY patches—the sacred totems of
their service—to remind those public
servants to do the right thing. Many
are no longer with us: James Zadroga,
Luis Alvarez, and my dear friend Ray
Pfeifer. Wherever they may now be, let
them breathe a final sigh of relief
knowing their friends are cared for and
the job is well done.

MUELLER REPORT

Mr. President, on another issue, all
eyes are no doubt on the House Judici-
ary Committee, where, as I speak,
former Special Counsel Robert Mueller
is testifying. His testimony is unques-
tionably of great interest and impor-
tance to the Nation. But even without
the special counsel’s testimony today,
Congress must grapple with the report
he has already written.

The principal conclusion of the first
section of the Mueller report was that
Russia interfered in our 2016 elections,
in his words, in a ‘‘sweeping and sys-
tematic’’ fashion. What he described in
that section of his report constitutes
nothing less than an attack on our de-
mocracy. It is almost like going to war
and hurting our men and women in the
Armed Forces.

This administration and this Cham-
ber frankly have done not enough—not
nearly enough—to respond to that at-
tack and to prevent such an attack
from taking place again.

I know we are going to have a great
deal of debate on the obstruction of
justice—I am appalled by what the
President did there—but there should
be no debate on, A, Russian inter-
ference in our election—that is un-
equivocal—and, B, that we must do a
lot more about it to prevent it from
happening in 2020.

The Trump administration has been
horrible on this issue—unpatriotic, un-
American, and almost letting America
fall prey to a nasty, brutal foreign
power: Russia. This administration has
watered down or failed to fully imple-
ment sanctions against Russia for what
they did in 2016, and in the Senate, as
usual, our Republican colleagues bow
down in obeisance.

Leader MCCONNELL—shame on him—
has stymied progress and consigned bi-
partisan bill after bill to his legislative
graveyard. These are bipartisan bills.
There are so many Republicans who
want to do something here. Leader
MCcCONNELL doesn’t. And that has noth-
ing to do with Democrat, Republican,
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liberal, conservative; that has to do
with patriotism and defending Amer-
ica. Bipartisan bills to harden our elec-
tion structure are languishing. The Re-
publican majority has even blocked
Democratic requests to provide addi-
tional election security funding to the
States.

Just yesterday, the FBI Director con-
firmed that President Putin remains
intent on interfering in our elections,
and we haven’t done enough to deter
that. Next to the brazenness of Presi-
dent Putin’s assault on our democracy
in 2016, the response of the Republican
majority in the Senate has been tepid.

I know there were great divisions
about certain parts of the Mueller re-
port. We are seeing it in the hearings
going on now. But there can be no divi-
sion—and I haven’t heard any Repub-
lican on that panel so far contest the
fact that Russia interfered in our elec-
tions in a strong way in 2016. Why
aren’t we doing something about it
now? Let’s forget the political divi-
sions. Let’s forget the pettiness of
President Trump, who says: Well, my
election may not be legitimate if I
admit that the Russians interfered.

President Trump, the Russians have
interfered, and every American knows
it. Let’s not let it happen in 2020. Let’s
work together on this. It is vital to the
future of American democracy.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON STEPHEN M. DICKSON NOMINATION

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Dickson nomi-
nation?

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
California (Ms. HARRIS), the Senator
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS),
and the Senator from Massachusetts
(Ms. WARREN) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SASSE). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 40, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 225 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Alexander Fischer Portman
Barrasso Gardner Risch
Blackburn Graham Roberts
Blunt Grassley Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven ) Rubio
Capito mhote | Sasee
Cassidy Johnson zcott (FL)
A cott (SC)
Collins Kennedy Shelby
Cornyn Lankford .
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer McConnell Thu'ne
Crapo McSally Tillis
Cruz Moran Toomey
Daines Murkowski Wicker
Enzi Paul Young
Ernst Perdue
NAYS—40
Baldwin Hirono Schatz
Blumenthal Jones Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell King Sinema
Cardin Leahy ) Smith
Carper Manchin Stabenow
Casey Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Udall
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy
Durbin Murray Wal'“ner
Feinstein Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
Heinrich Rosen
NOT VOTING—8
Bennet Harris Sanders
Booker Isakson Warren
Gillibrand Klobuchar

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon table, and the President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Wendy Williams Berger, of Florida,
to be United States District Judge for the
Middle District of Florida.

Mitch McConnell, Bill Cassidy, David
Perdue, John Thune, Roy Blunt, Thom
Tillis, Roger F. Wicker, Mike Braun,
James E. Risch, Mike Rounds, John
Cornyn, Mike Crapo, Johnny Isakson,
John Boozman, Marco Rubio, Kevin
Cramer, Pat Roberts.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Wendy Williams Berger, of Florida,
to be United States District Judge for
the Middle District of Florida, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.
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Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
California (Ms. HARRIS), the Senator
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS),
and the Senator from Massachusetts
(Ms. WARREN) are necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays 37, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 226 Ex.]

YEAS—55
Alexander Gardner Portman
Barrasso Graham Risch
Blackburn Grassley Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Cassidy Jones Scott (SC)
Collins Kennedy Shelby
Cornyn Lankford .
Cotton Lee Slnema
Cramer Manchin Sullivan
Crapo McConnell Thune
Cruz MecSally Tillis
Daines Moran Toomey
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Perdue

NAYS—37
Baldwin Heinrich Schatz
Blumenthal Hirono Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell King Smith
Cardin Leahy Stabenow
Carper Markey Tester
Casey Menendez Udall
Coons Merkley
Cortez Masto Murphy %Z?n}éﬁnen
Duckworth Murray Whitehouse
Durbin Peters
Feinstein Reed Wyden
Hassan Rosen

NOT VOTING—38

Bennet Harris Sanders
Booker Isakson Warren
Gillibrand Klobuchar

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 55, the nays are 37.
The motion is agreed to.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Wendy Wil-
liams Berger, of Florida, to be United
States District Judge for the Middle
District of Florida.

——
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Brian C. Buescher, of Nebraska, to
be United States District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Nebraska.
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Mitch McConnell, Roger F. Wicker, Pat
Roberts, Chuck Grassley, John Cornyn,
Tom Cotton, David Perdue, Ron John-
son, Joni Ernst, Mike Braun, Martha
McSally, John Boozman, Richard Burr,
Lindsey Graham, Shelley Moore Cap-
ito, Johnny Isakson, Thom Tillis.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Brian C. Buescher, of Nebraska, to
be United States District Judge for the
District of Nebraska, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
California (Ms. HARRIS), the Senator
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS),
the Senator from Massachusetts (Ms.
WARREN), and the Senator from Rhode
Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) are nec-
essarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 39, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 227 Ex.]

YEAS—bH2

Alexander Fischer Portman
Barrasso Gardner Risch
Blackburn Graham Roberts
Blunt Grassley Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Burr Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe
Cassidy Johnson zcott (FL)

: cott (SC)
Collins Kennedy
Cornyn Lankford Shel.b y
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer McConnell Thune
Crapo McSally Tillis
Cruz Moran Tgomey
Daines Murkowski Wicker
Enzi Paul Young
Ernst Perdue

NAYS—39
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Brown Jones Schatz
Cantwell Kaine Schumer
Cardin King Shaheen
Carper Leahy Sinema
Casey Manchin Smith
Coons Markey Stabenow
Cortez Masto Menendez Tester
Duckworth Merkley Udall
Durbin Murphy Van Hollen
Feinstein Murray Warner
Hassan Peters Wyden
NOT VOTING—9

Bennet Harris Sanders
Booker Isakson Warren
Gillibrand Klobuchar Whitehouse

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 39.
The motion is agreed to.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the mnomination of Brian C.
Buescher, of Nebraska, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of Nebraska.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

BUDGET AGREEMENT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, earlier
this week, the administration and
House Democrats reached a bipartisan
budget deal to deliver on the Presi-
dent’s priorities and prevent a funding
crisis this fall.

As our Armed Forces continue their
global engagements, this agreement
importantly secures the funding nec-
essary to maintain readiness and mod-
ernize the force. It provides increased
defense spending to recover from the
depressed military readiness rates of
the previous administration. It pro-
vides our men and women in uniform
with the resources, equipment, and
training they need in order to defend
our freedoms.

I know Congress deals with a lot of
different topics, and all of them, by and
large, are important, but there is noth-
ing more important, nor is there any-
thing more quintessentially a Federal
Government responsibility than na-
tional security.

All other considerations aside, if this
bipartisan budget deal did nothing
more than fully fund our national secu-
rity efforts, I would support it, but im-
portantly, it also keeps other impor-
tant elements of the congressional con-
sensus intact—things like the Hyde
amendment, which, as the Presiding
Officer knows, since the late 1970s has
ensured that no taxpayer dollars can be
used to fund abortions. In addition,
this agreement prevents our Demo-
cratic colleagues from trying to block
President Trump from using funds to
strengthen border security.

The administration—Secretary
Mnuchin—negotiated a tough deal and
one that excludes any radical, leftwing
poison pills—a difficult task in these
times, to be sure.

We know they wanted to use policy
riders—nearly 30 of them and count-
ing—to try to implement elements of
the Green New Deal to undo the Presi-
dent’s regulatory reforms or to rewrite
our immigration laws through the back
door. Earlier this year, their far-left
policy riders led to the longest govern-
ment shutdown in history and almost
prevented the enactment of bipartisan
border supplemental funding. I saw the
devastating impact that shutdown had
on dedicated public servants across the
country, especially in Texas. This
agreement will prevent another sense-
less shutdown and ensure that the
trains of government run on time.

To be sure, no bipartisan agreement
is ever perfect. That is the definition of
a negotiation—both sides give a little.
It is the nature of compromise, which
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