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It would stand to reason that if your
plan is to try to get the entire Afford-
able Care Act thrown out in Congress,
you would maybe start thinking about
what would replace it. As far as I can
tell, Republicans have no plan for what
happens if the Affordable Care Act is
overturned. As far as I can tell, my Re-
publican colleagues have spent no time
thinking about what would happen if
they actually end up catching the car
they have been chasing.

What happens if the lawsuit suc-
ceeds? What happens if the Affordable
Care Act is struck down? What comes
next? We can’t accept—and I don’t
think my Republican colleagues would
want to accept—millions of people los-
ing coverage overnight or insurance
companies being able to discriminate
against you because your child has a
history of cancer or an insurance com-
pany being able to go back to capping
the amount of insurance you get on an
annual or lifetime basis.

It is mere fantasy to think that we
can reproduce the protections in the
Affordable Care Act if we are not talk-
ing about it ahead of time.

I am coming back on the floor today,
as I have several times in the last few
months, to ask my Republican col-
leagues to either withdraw your sup-
port for this lawsuit, stop the adminis-
tration from being able to pursue it in
court, or start a serious discussion
about how you are going to protect
care for everyone who has it today—
not a handful of people who have it
today but all the people who have it
today—while this lawsuit is moving
through the system.

My Republican colleagues have been
queried as to whether they support this
lawsuit. The answers are all over the
map, which tells you once again that
nobody on the Republican side has
really thought this one through.

One Republican Senator says: I actu-
ally don’t think the courts are eventu-
ally ever going to strike it down.

Another says: I am ready for the law-
suit to succeed. I would love to go back
in and actually deal with healthcare
again.

Another one says: Do I hope the law-
suit succeeds? I do.

Another says: I can’t say I hope it
succeeds. I think the strategy from
here on that I have adopted in my own
mind is repair.

Another says: My hope and belief is
we won'’t strike the law down.

The answers are all over the map.
That is fine. The Republicans can have
a varied set of opinions on whether the
lawsuit should succeed, but none of
those individuals who are quoted giv-
ing various opinions as to whether they
would like the lawsuit to succeed have
a concrete plan for what comes next.

Let’s just be honest. It is mere fan-
tasy to think that a divided Congress is
going to be able to, in an emergency,
come up with a plan to keep 20 million
people insured and Keep preexisting
conditions protections for the 133 mil-
lion Americans who depend on them.
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We can’t pass a budget through Con-
gress. We have trouble passing a Higher
Education Act reauthorization or the
Violence Against Women Act. How on
Earth are we going to pass a reordering
of the American healthcare system
when it is blown to bits by a Supreme
Court decision that no one is ready for?

That is why I am down on the floor
today. I am going to keep on bringing
this up because I just can’t accept this
world in which we live today in which
half of this Chamber is just sort of box-
ing their ears and closing their eyes to
this legal strategy. If it succeeds, as
many Republicans hope it does, all we
are going to be talking about here is
healthcare. Overnight, we will be con-
sumed by this topic, and we will not be
able to come up with a solution that
involves the same amount of protec-
tions that exist today.

Why repeal it? Why not continue to
work on making the system better
without holding hostage all of the
Americans who rely on it today? That
is a much better path of action. Keep
the Affordable Care Act in place. Work
together on ways that we can fix the
existing healthcare system. Don’t cre-
ate a chaotic situation with the whole-
sale repeal of the entire act, putting
lives in jeopardy.

There is no plan on behalf of the Re-
publicans as to what to do if the ACA
is overturned. I feel that we need to re-
mind the country of that over and over
again.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

REMEMBERING CORPORAL BENJAMIN KOPP

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, 10 years
ago today, CPL Benjamin Kopp’s spirit
departed from this world, but he re-
mains with us in far more than mem-
ory.

Ben was raised in Minnesota, where
his mother described him as a boy’s
boy. He played in the dirt with toy
trucks and revered his great-grand-
father, a decorated veteran from World
War II.

Then came 9/11, which changed Ben’s
life forever, just as it changed the lives
of so many Americans. Ben was only
13—little more than a boy—but on that
day of tragedy, he felt the call of duty
to his country. Moreover, he sensed a
rendezvous with destiny. Remembering
his great-grandfather, the heroic vet-
eran, Ben enlisted in the U.S. Army at
the age of 18, shipping off for basic
training at Fort Benning not long after
his high school graduation. There, he
grew into a man and an Army Ranger.
He was assigned to fight with the
Army’s famed 75th Ranger Regiment.

He served two deployments in Iraq
and then went to Afghanistan in 2009.
There, Ben and his buddies were ex-
posed to heavy combat, as Rangers
usually are. On June 10, 2009, they were
engaged in an hours-long, intense fire-
fight with Taliban insurgents in
Helmand Province. Ben was leading a
machine gun crew, providing suppres-
sive fire for a group of Rangers amid
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enemy onslaught. Ben exposed himself
and was shot behind the knee right in
an artery. He was evacuated from the
battlefield and placed in an induced
coma.

Despite the surgeon’s best efforts,
Ben never recovered from the loss of
blood and cardiac arrest he had suf-
fered. Eight days later, on July 18, 2009,
at the age of only 21, at Walter Reed
Medical Center, Ben Kopp returned
home to the Lord. Yet Ben is with us
still. The heart of this Ranger beats on
even today. Let me explain.

Before deploying, Ben did a lot of pa-
perwork, as all soldiers do. On one
form, he checked the box to be an
organ donor. Where it asked which or-
gans he wished to donate, he simply
wrote ‘‘any that are needed.” In death,
as in life, Ben lived up to the Ranger
creed. He shouldered more than his
share of the task, ‘‘one-hundred-per-
cent and then some.” So just 2 days
after Ben’s heart stopped beating, it
beat anew in the chest of Judy Meikle,
an Illinois woman who waited 7 months
just to get on the organ donation list.
“How can you have a better heart,”
Judy said as she recovered. ‘‘I have the
heart of a 21-year-old Army Ranger war
hero beating in me.”

Ultimately, scores of people came to
benefit from the sacrifice of this young
soldier in Minnesota from his very
blood and bones. Four lives were saved,
all told, because Ben gave his all, his
very body, for their sake. Ben departed
10 years ago, but his legacy lives on in
the patients whose lives he touched
and through the brave work of his
mother, Jill, who has devoted her life
to veterans’ causes. This year, she or-
ganized the second annual Freedom
Walk to the Wall and challenged Amer-
ica to walk 1 million miles in honor of
our fallen heroes.

The tragedy of Ben’s loss has touched
Jill in unexpected ways as well. She
has remained close with the Army
Rangers who served alongside Ben and
even with those who had never met
him. Just recently, two freshly minted
Rangers from Minnesota reached out to
speak with Jill. You could say that she
lost her son but gained a family of
Rangers.

In Genesis, it is written that the
Lord God created Eve in the rib of
Adam, the first man. When God
brought her to Adam, He said, ‘‘This is
now bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh.”” That mysterious passage takes
on new meaning when we reflect on
stories like Ben’s.

Thanks to his willing sacrifice, Ben
connected with scores of his country-
men in one of the most intimate ways
imaginable. For all time, they will re-
main bone of his bones and flesh of his
flesh. Rangers lead the way. That is
what new Rangers learn at Fort
Benning. In life and in death, CPL Ben
Kopp led the way, and his story will in-
spire us for many years to come, for,
indeed, he is with us still.

I yield the floor.
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VOTE ON CORKER NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Corker nomination?

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO), the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FISCHER). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 55,
nays 39, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 216 Ex.]
YEAS—55
Alexander Gardner Portman
Barrasso Graham Risch
Blackburn Grassley Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Casslldy Jones Scott (SC)
Collins Kennedy Shelby
Cornyn Lankford .
Cotton Lee Slnema
Cramer Manchin Sullivan
Crapo McConnell Thune
Cruz MecSally Tillis
Daines Moran Toomey
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Perdue
NAYS—39
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Brown Kaine Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Smith
Carper Leahy Tester
Casey Markey Udall
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy Warren
Feinstein Murray Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
NOT VOTING—6

Booker Harris Sanders
Cortez Masto Isakson Stabenow

The nomination was confirmed.

——————
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the next nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Lynda Blan-
chard, of Alabama, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Republic of Slovenia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Blanchard nomination?

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam President, I ask for the yeas
and nays.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO), the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 54,
nays 40, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 217 Ex.]

YEAS—54
Alexander Gardner Perdue
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hawley Roberts
Boozman Hoeven Romney
Braun Hyde-Smith Rounds
Burr Inhofe Rubio
Capito Johnson Sasse
Cassidy Jones Scott (FL)
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Shelby
Cramer Lee Sinema
Crapo McConnell Sullivan
Cruz McSally Thune
Daines Moran Tillis
Enzi Murkowski Toomey
Ernst Murphy Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

NAYS—40
Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Bennet Heinrich Schatz
Blumenthal Hirono Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell King Smith
Cardin Klobuchar Tester
Carper Leahy Udall
Casey Manchin
Collins Markey &Zr;nligllen
Coons Menendez Warren
Duckworth Merkley .
Durbin Murray Whitehouse
Feinstein Peters Wyden
Gillibrand Reed

NOT VOTING—6

Booker Harris Sanders
Cortez Masto Isakson Stabenow

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

————
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the next nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Donald R.
Tapia, of Arizona, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to Ja-
maica.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

TRADE

Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, some-

thing I want to talk about today is
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something that you and I both care a
lot about, and that is farming families
and trade. For those of us who grew up
on or near farming families, we know
that there are a lot of things that are
beyond the control of families who
farm. For farming and ranching fami-
lies, the only real certainty is uncer-
tainty.

The only thing you know for sure, if
your mom or dad is a dairy farmer, like
my mom and dad were, is that you
don’t know anything for sure. You
don’t know about the weather. You
don’t know absolutely for sure that all
of your equipment is going to work ex-
actly like you need it to and at exactly
the time you need it to.

In some farming situations, you
don’t know whether the help you need
is going to be available the day you
need it. The watermelons can’t wait.
The strawberries can’t wait. The toma-
toes can’t wait. But you can’t have a
staff on all the time, ready to pick the
watermelon the 2 weeks they need to
be picked, or whatever those farmers
have to deal with.

Uncertainty is part of farming. That
is why trade agreements with other
countries are so important to Amer-
ica’s agriculture. This is a part of our
economy that not only feeds our coun-
try but goes so far toward feeding the
whole world. Trade agreements can
provide a little bit of certainty about
markets and the opportunities people
have to sell the products they are able
to grow.

In Missouri, agriculture is an $88 bil-
lion industry. It employs nearly 400,000
people in our State. Missouri farmers
and ranchers export more than $4 bil-
lion worth of products every year.

Trade deals that lower tariffs that
are paid by Missouri farming and
ranching families are a good deal now.
I could go a long way beyond this, too,
because not only does the agricultural
sector impact people who make agri-
cultural products but seeds and chemi-
cals that we need fewer and fewer of all
the time because people who make and
repair machinery get more effective all
the time. So both in the seed and
chemical area but also people in trans-
portation, people in insurance, people
who run the local coffee shop, people
whom the school district depends on
for those property taxes are all bene-
fited by a strong agricultural sector.

We make lots of other things in our
State too. We make airplanes. We
make pickup trucks. We make cars. We
make beer cans. We make all kinds of
things that are impacted by trade, but
I say to the Presiding Officer, particu-
larly when you and I are out talking in
our neighboring States with the com-
munities we deal with in agriculture,
trade is a top-of-the-line issue.

It is just an important part of the
economy of most of our States, frank-
ly. Because of our location, where we
live, infrastructure is critical. We are
also the hub for products that go all
over North America. Integrating that
infrastructure—water, rail, cars, and
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