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colleagues seem to forget what Wall 
Street did to our country 10 years ago. 

I have said this on the floor before, 
and I will say it again: My ZIP Code in 
Cleveland where Connie and I live is 
44105. That ZIP Code had more fore-
closures in 2007 than any other ZIP 
Code in the United States of America. 
I still see the remnants of those fore-
closures—high levels of lead-based 
paint, homes abandoned, property val-
ues going down. Yet this Congress and 
President Trump want to do more for 
Wall Street. 

The big banks ask for weaker rules, 
even though it put millions of families 
at risk—job losses, the evisceration of 
retirement plans, people losing their 
jobs, people losing their homes. Presi-
dent Trump said: OK. Let’s do what the 
banks want. 

The year before that, Congress passed 
and President Trump signed a $1.5 tril-
lion tax cut for corporations, big 
banks, and the richest Americans. 
Since the Republican tax bill passed, 
corporations have moved jobs overseas. 
They spent hundreds of billions of dol-
lars on stock buybacks because the ex-
ecutives apparently weren’t making 
enough money with their record com-
pensation. Corporations have spent $1 
trillion in these stock buybacks. Of the 
eight companies with the most stock 
buybacks last year, half of them were 
on Wall Street. 

The big banks and the big investment 
houses have done very well with this 
Trump economy. They have done very 
well because of the goodies this body 
continues to bestow on them. 

One thing we also know is that Wall 
Street can never get enough handouts. 
They always want one more. Not too 
long ago, a bank lobbyist said: ‘‘We 
don’t want just a seat at the table, we 
want the whole table.’’ That is so bra-
zen and arrogant. Unfortunately, this 
Congress and this President seem to 
want to give it to them. 

They let banks haggle over their 
stress test results. We require these 
banks to take a stress test, but before 
they take the test—imagine getting to 
do this in high school or college. Before 
you take the test, we will tell you a lit-
tle more about what will be on the 
test. 

They take away consumers’ right to 
have their day in court when banks 
scam them. 

They go easy on foreign megabanks. 
You could name them. So many of the 
foreign banks have gotten their way so 
often in this body and done damage to 
our economy. 

We gave them breaks in the rulings 
that the Federal Reserve made. Last 
month, we saw the Fed once again go 
easy on Wall Street banks during their 
annual stress test. They basically gave 
them extra credit for even submitting 
to these tests at all. What does that 
mean for the giant banks? The Fed will 
let them do even more stock buybacks. 
The Fed ought to understand that 
megabank CEOs are not playing T-ball, 
where everyone gets a participation 

trophy just for showing up; they are 
playing with family’s lives. 

We know all over the country what 
happened to people’s retirement, what 
happened to their jobs, what happened 
to their homes. People in this town 
may have collective amnesia and have 
forgotten the financial crisis and hous-
ing crisis, but families who lost their 
homes and jobs and retirement savings 
and their college funds haven’t forgot-
ten what happened. This town has for-
gotten what happened 10 years ago, and 
it could happen again. 

The more we roll back these rules 
and look the other way when corpora-
tions want to take big risks—not with 
their money but with other people’s 
money—the higher the chance one of 
these big risks doesn’t pay off. You 
know who pays the price. You remem-
ber who paid the price 10 years ago 
when the economy tanked because of 
Wall Street greed and Wall Street over-
reach. When Wall Street bets don’t pay 
off, it is workers, families, taxpayers, 
and people in my neighborhood who 
pay the price. It is your money they 
are gambling with. 

Hard-working Americans face real 
consequences when they break the law, 
and so should Wall Street executives. 

BORDER SECURITY 
Mr. President, this past weekend, my 

wife Connie and I went to El Paso, to 
the U.S.-Mexico border, to bear witness 
to this humanitarian crisis. We met 
with children and families coming to 
our country to flee violence and perse-
cution. These are families just like our 
own who only want a safe place for 
their kids to lay their heads at night. 
It underscored the inhumanity and 
coldness of President Trump’s family 
separation policy—something I still 
can’t believe our country is doing. In 
fact, the leader of our country is al-
most gleeful and bragging about this 
family separation policy of taking 
their children away from their parents. 

We talked to one mother from Hon-
duras. She and her teenage son and 6- 
year-old daughter were fleeing violent 
gangs who already murdered her broth-
er. She choked back tears as she told 
her story. She arrived in the United 
States and was sent back to Juarez, 
Mexico, where she and her children 
slept outdoors on rocks and were given 
no access to even basic hygiene. She 
told us how hard it was to see her 
daughter cry, that ‘‘it was very hard 
for me seeing her treated as if she was 
a criminal.’’ We are talking about a 6- 
year-old little girl. That is something 
no Member of this body would stand for 
if it were their child, but it happens to 
be a child from somewhere else who 
wants to be able to live a decent, safe 
life. 

This story is a reminder of why the 
policy the Trump administration an-
nounced yesterday makes no sense for 
the American people and is so dan-
gerous for those families. The Presi-
dent wants to require refugees to apply 
for asylum in the first country they 
pass through. For refugees like this 

mother, that country would be Guate-
mala, but people are fleeing Guatemala 
too. 

I talked to one volunteer at Annun-
ciation House, the shelter we visited 
that takes in refugees after they are 
released from CBP custody. She said 
their numbers at the shelter were down 
recently. That has her worried because 
she knows that when families make it 
to the Annunciation House, they will 
be safe and well cared for. The staff are 
overwhelmingly volunteers, people in 
their churches and neighborhoods who 
want to help their fellow human 
beings. Now she is terrified that even 
more families are trapped in Juarez 
and other dangerous cities. 

It is despicable how little compassion 
the President and his administration 
have. It is mind-boggling. It is not who 
we are as a country. It is not what peo-
ple in Ohio think we should do. Yet 
this government thinks it is proper to 
separate children from their families. 

As we were in El Paso, throughout 
the day, what went over and over in my 
mind was Matthew 25: When I was hun-
gry, you fed me. When I was thirsty, 
you gave me drink. When I was sick, 
you visited me. When I was a stranger, 
you welcomed me. 

I have read a lot of translations of 
that, and some translations say: When 
I was thirsty, you gave me drink. When 
I was hungry, you fed me. What you did 
for the least of these, you did for me. 

There are other translations that I 
like more than that: When I was hun-
gry, you fed me. When I was thirsty, 
you gave me drink. When I was a 
stranger, you visited me. What you did 
for those less important, you did for 
me. 

I have read many translations, but do 
you know what translation I have 
never read? When I was hungry, you fed 
me. When I was thirsty, you gave me 
drink. When I was in prison, you vis-
ited me. When I was a stranger, you 
welcomed me but only if I had the 
proper paperwork. 

That is not in Matthew 25. Only this 
administration that splits up families 
will say: When I was a stranger, you 
welcomed me but only if I had the 
proper paperwork. 

These are families whose lives are in 
danger. They are victims of drug vio-
lence and sexual violence. They are 
people who came hundreds of miles— 
not because they want so much to 
come to America, but they want to get 
away from the violence and the 
chances of death. 

As I said, I met a mother and her son 
and her daughter. Her brother was 
murdered by these gangs. She came 
north. And President Trump, having no 
empathy, not caring about other 
human beings—especially if they look 
like they might be from Honduras or 
Guatemala or El Salvador—calls them 
names. He says: Go back to the coun-
tries you live in. Whether you call it 
racist or not, it is simply inhumane. 

Despite seeing the inhumanity of this 
administration’s policies—when we 
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were there, we weren’t even allowed to 
see the worst. Frankly, government 
employees who were there were mostly 
doing their best. But the people who 
make these decisions—the people in 
the White House, the people at Mar-a- 
Lago, the people who don’t have any 
idea of what people can see—they 
didn’t want us to see the worst of the 
worst. They were denying me, as a rep-
resentative of 12 million people in my 
State—they don’t want people to see 
what they are doing to these kids. It is 
troubling because Ohio tax dollars are 
supporting them. It makes you wonder 
what else the administration is hiding. 

Despite all that, so many parts of 
this trip were inspiring. We saw the 
passion and dedication of advocacy 
groups. So many people in Texas, in 
Ohio, in Iowa, in Minnesota, and in Wy-
oming had traveled on their vacation 
time to these border communities to 
try to help these refugees, people 
whose lives are in danger. They were 
trying to help feed them and clothe 
them and visit with them and heal 
them. They were trying to help because 
they know our government hasn’t. 
They know our government—President 
Trump and the people around him— 
have abandoned them. 

I saw the Border Network for Human 
Rights shining a light on migrants’ 
mistreatment and abuse to hold our 
government accountable. We saw the 
generosity and kindness of the volun-
teers at Annunciation House. All of 
those advocates and volunteers rep-
resent the best of American values. 

I remember seeing a bus of refugees 
who arrived at Annunciation House 
holding babies and children, smiling 
and waving at us. You could see the re-
lief on their faces because they saw 
people who remembered: When I was a 
stranger, you welcomed me. They saw 
American citizens who love this coun-
try, Americans who understand our 
values, Americans who know we are a 
nation of immigrants. Those children 
knew they were welcomed. Their fami-
lies knew their children were safe. 

We saw the innocence of those chil-
dren who find joy through play even at 
the darkest times, after witnessing 
horrors many of us can only imagine. 

Connie held a smiling baby. I picked 
up a Wiffle Ball bat and handed it to 
one of the children, and then I picked 
up a ball. I was told this little boy had 
probably never held a baseball bat be-
cause in Guatemala and Honduras and 
El Salvador, they mostly play soccer. I 
pitched to him, and he was kind of a 
natural. It is a reminder of our com-
mon humanity—something I hope my 
colleagues will keep in mind as we 
think about and actually fix our immi-
gration system. 

One place where we ought to be able 
to start is on something so many of us 
in both parties agree on—that we have 
to find a solution for the Dreamers who 
are American in every sense but the 
paperwork. 

Let me tell you a story. I was in To-
ledo, OH, 2 months ago. I met a young 

woman who is probably in her 
midtwenties. She is married with a 
small child. She works full time. She 
has been in this country since she was 
4. Her parents brought her from Cen-
tral America. She doesn’t remember 
Central America; she was 4. She is from 
Toledo, not from Guatemala anymore. 
Her parents speak Spanish. She speaks 
Spanish at home, but in every other 
way, she is as American as just about 
anybody else in Toledo. She said that 
she and her husband have one car. She 
goes to work. She drops him off, and 
she takes the car to work and then 
picks him up at the end of the day. She 
said: Senator, when I go to work every 
day, I go outside and I check my turn 
signal and I check my brake lights. 
When I stop at a stop sign, I count to 
three because I am terrified I am going 
to get picked up for a traffic violation 
and deported. 

She works hard. She pays her taxes. 
She does what we ask her to do. She is 
active in her church. She does all the 
things that Italian and French immi-
grants coming to the United States 
have done. 

In fact, I was talking to a gentleman 
who works downstairs in this body. He 
works in the Senate. He has worked 
here for 40 years. He came from Italy 
when he was 10. He said he was discour-
aged and unhappy about President 
Trump’s comments about sending them 
back to where they came from. He said: 
When I was a kid, my parents were 
Italian. Their English isn’t as good as 
mine. I was 10 years old. People told us 
to go back where we came from. 

That is just wrong. 
I hope my colleagues will keep in 

mind the comments from a young ac-
tivist in El Paso, Senaida Navar. She is 
a Dreamer. She was raised in El Paso. 
She is a faculty member at the Univer-
sity of Texas at El Paso. She has dedi-
cated her life to fighting for immigrant 
families. She has been a Dreamer for 
years. She said: ‘‘I don’t know what it 
means to be without anxiety. That is 
not a dignified way to live.’’ She is al-
ways worried. She is worried like that 
young woman in Toledo. 

We share a common human dignity. 
It is despicable that this administra-
tion tries to rob people of that. I hope 
my colleagues think about that. We 
know the way we solve our complex 
immigration problem isn’t by locking 
up families and children in cages. It is 
not by tearing apart families or by 
throwing out hard-working, law-abid-
ing teachers and workers and students 
and families of servicemembers. Many 
of these Dreamers end up in the mili-
tary. They have known no other home 
but America. We can’t abandon our 
values—the same values that have 
made the United States a beacon of 
hope around the world for generations. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor this afternoon with a 
number of my colleagues because we 
are very concerned about the lack of 
legislating that is happening here in 
the Senate, particularly on the issue of 
climate change. 

As this poster shows, it has been 76 
days since the House passed H.R. 9, 
which is the Climate Action Now Act. 
It is legislation that would prevent the 
President from using funds to with-
draw the United States from the Paris 
climate agreement. We also have a 
Senate proposal, which is bipartisan 
legislation that I have sponsored, 
called the International Climate Ac-
countability Act. It has been cospon-
sored by 46 Senators. Yet the majority 
leader has refused to bring these bills 
to the floor for a debate. 

It didn’t used to be this way. Even in 
my time in the Senate, it didn’t used 
to be this way. The Senate used to take 
up important issues, put them on the 
floor for substantive debate, and at the 
end of the day, work to pass legislation 
to improve the lives of Americans. 
Sadly, what we see now is that the 
Senate is turning into a legislative 
graveyard. Unfortunately, the Inter-
national Climate Accountability Act is 
one of several proposals that the ma-
jority leader wishes to bury. Yet, with-
out a doubt, climate change is the 
greatest environmental challenge the 
world has ever faced. 

At the end of last year, the U.S. 
Global Change Research Program re-
leased its ‘‘Fourth National Climate 
Assessment.’’ This report makes it 
abundantly clear that every American 
is affected by climate change and that 
the threat it poses will get worse over 
time unless we take action. 

I want to be clear that climate 
change is not just an environmental 
issue; it affects our public health, and 
it affects our economy. In New Hamp-
shire, we understand this all too well. 
Rising temperatures are shortening our 
fall foliage season. They are disrupting 
maple syrup production. They are af-
fecting our ski industry and 
snowmobiling industry. We are seeing 
stresses on our fisheries. Our trout is 
moving farther north in streams. We 
see an increase in insect-borne dis-
eases. Lyme disease is on the rise in 
New Hampshire and throughout New 
England. Our moose population is down 
40 percent, and other wildlife is being 
affected. All of these changes are tied 
to the effects of climate change. 

A few months ago, I met with mem-
bers of the New England Water Envi-
ronment Association to discuss the 
enormous effect climate change is hav-
ing on our water infrastructure. Rising 
temperatures and increased rainfall 
brought on by climate change make 
flooding more frequent and rainstorms 
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