7]
July 11, 2019

By Mr. PAUL:

S. 2091. A bill to reduce the backlog of for-
eign nationals seeking employment-based
visas, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. JONES,
Mr. COTTON, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. FISCHER,
Mr. KING, and Mr. BOOZMAN):

S. 2092. A bill to amend the Pittman-Rob-
ertson Wildlife Restoration Act to modernize
the funding of wildlife conservation, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. RUBIO:

S. 2093. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of the Thorium-Bearing Rare Earth Re-
finery Cooperative, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 2094. A bill to amend the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act to provide Federal fi-
nancial assistance to States to implement
State energy security plans, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 2095. A bill to provide for certain pro-
grams and developments in the Department
of Energy concerning the cybersecurity and
vulnerabilities of, and physical threat to, the
electric grid, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr.
TESTER):

S. 2096. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize States and tribal
organizations that receive grants from the
National Cemetery Administration for estab-
lishment, expansion, or improvement of a
veterans’ cemeteries to use amounts of such
grants for State and tribal organization cem-
etery personnel to train at the training cen-
ter of the National Cemetery Administra-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Ms. HIRONO, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
SCHATZ, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. WARREN, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
MURPHY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 2097. A bill to amend section 287 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act to limit
immigration enforcement actions at sen-
sitive locations, to clarify the powers of im-
migration officers at such locations, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-

diciary.
By Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. HARRIS (for
herself, Ms. HIrONO, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms.

WARREN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr.
MERKLEY)):

S. 2098. A Dbill to amend the Revised Stat-
utes to grant State attorneys general the
ability to issue subpoenas to investigate sus-
pected violations of State laws that are ap-
plicable to national banks; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr.
HOEVEN):

S. 2099. A bill to redesignate the Sullys Hill
National Game Preserve in the State of
North Dakota as the White Horse Hill Na-
tional Game Preserve; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. JONES):

S. 2100. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a small busi-
ness start-up tax credit for veterans creating
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businesses in underserved communities; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ,
Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. 2101. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 and the Portal-to-Por-
tal Act of 1947 to prevent wage theft and as-
sist in the recovery of stolen wages, to au-
thorize the Secretary of Labor to administer
grants to prevent wage and hour violations,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN:

S. 2102. A bill to provide funding for pro-
grams and activities under the SUPPORT for
Patients and Communities Act; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself,
CRAMER, and Ms. SMITH):

S. 2103. A bill to improve access to afford-
able insulin; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. PAUL:

S. 2104. A Dbill to amend the Clean Air Act
to exclude energy efficiency projects, pollu-
tion control projects, and reliability projects
from the definition of a modification; to the

Mr.

Committee on Environment and Public
Works.
By Mr. PAUL:

S. 2105. A Dbill to amend the Clean Air Act
to clarify when a physical change in, or
change in the method of operation of, a sta-
tionary source constitutes a modification,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. REED,

Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
MERKLEY, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr.
KAINE):

S. 2106. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to prohibit smoking on the
premises of any facility of the Veterans
Health Administration, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. CORNYN, and Ms. STABE-
NOW):

S. 2107. A bill to increase the number of
CBP Agriculture Specialists and support
staff in the Office of Field Operations of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, and Mr. GARDNER):

S. 2108. A bill to amend section 6903 of title
31, United States Code, to provide for addi-
tional population tiers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Mrs.
GILLIBRAND):

S. 2109. A bill to modify the proof of con-
cept commercialization program of the De-
partment of Defense, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions

and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:
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By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
CooNs, Mr. BROWN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
CrUZ, Mr. KING, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
REED, Mr. COTTON, and Mr. CASSIDY):

S. Res. 274. A resolution expressing soli-
darity with Falun Gong practitioners who
have lost lives, freedoms, and other rights
for adhering to their beliefs and practices,
and condemning the practice of non-con-
senting organ harvesting, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. M3

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 73, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to deny the de-

duction for advertising and pro-
motional expenses for prescription
drugs.

S. 133

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Senator from
Maine (Ms. COLLINS), and the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were
added as cosponsors of S. 133, a bill to
award a Congressional Gold Medal, col-
lectively, to the United States mer-
chant mariners of World War II, in rec-
ognition of their dedicated and vital
service during World War II.

S. 192

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
192, a bill to provide extensions for
community health centers, the Na-
tional Health Service Corps, teaching
health centers that operate GME pro-
grams, and the special diabetes pro-
grams.

S. 265

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
265, a bill to develop a national strat-
egy to prevent targeted violence
through behavioral threat assessment
and management, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 286

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 286, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to provide for the coverage of marriage
and family therapist services and men-
tal health counselor services under
part B of the Medicare program, and
for other purposes.

S. 402

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 402, a bill to plan, de-
velop, and make recommendations to
increase access to sexual assault ex-
aminations for survivors by holding
hospitals accountable and supporting
the providers that serve them.
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S. 460
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 460, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the ex-
clusion for employer-provided edu-
cation assistance to employer pay-
ments of student loans.
S. 689
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 689, a bill to amend the Ani-
mal Health Protection Act to support
State and Tribal efforts to develop and
implement management strategies to
address chronic wasting disease among
deer, elk, and moose populations, to
support research regarding the causes
of chronic wasting disease and methods
to control the further spread of the dis-
ease, and for other purposes.
S. 803
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRrRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
803, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to restore incentives
for investments in qualified improve-
ment property.
S. 1013
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1013, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize
school-based health centers, and for
other purposes.
S. 1032
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1032, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the defini-
tion of income for purposes of deter-
mining the tax-exempt status of cer-
tain corporations.
S. 1102
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1102, a bill to promote security
and energy partnerships in the Eastern
Mediterranean, and for other purposes.
S. 1247
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1247, a bill to amend the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971
to require reporting to the Federal
Election Commission and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation of offers by
foreign nationals to make prohibited
contributions, donations, expenditures,
or disbursements, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1360
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1360, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to ensure that
the final pay and certificate of dis-
charge or release for a reserve member
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of the Armed Forces is ready upon dis-
charge or release of that member from
active status.
S. 1365
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1365, a bill to provide emergency assist-
ance to States, territories, Tribal na-
tions, and local areas affected by the
opioid epidemic and to make financial
assistance available to States, terri-
tories, Tribal nations, local areas, and
public or private nonprofit entities to
provide for the development, organiza-
tion, coordination, and operation of
more effective and cost efficient sys-
tems for the delivery of essential serv-
ices to individuals with substance use
disorder and their families.
S. 1449
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1449, a bill to amend the
Controlled Substances Act to require
warning labels for prescription opioids,
and for other purposes.
S. 1590
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1590, a bill to amend the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956
to authorize rewards for thwarting
wildlife trafficking linked to
transnational organized crime, and for
other purposes.
S. 1623
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1623, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow for dis-
tributions from 529 accounts for ex-
penses associated with registered ap-
prenticeship programs.
S. 1723
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
McSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1723, a bill to amend the Omnibus
Parks and Public Lands Management
Act of 1996 to provide for the establish-
ment of a Ski Area Fee Retention Ac-
count.
S. 1802
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1802, a bill to provide a
work opportunity tax credit for mili-
tary spouses and to provide for flexible
spending arrangements for childcare
services for military families.
S. 1918
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
McSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1918, a bill to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to
require alternative options for summer
food service program delivery.
S. 1966
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the name of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) was added as a
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cosponsor of S. 1966, a bill to prohibit
Federal funding to entities that do not
certify the entities will not perform, or
provide any funding to any other enti-
ty that performs, an abortion.
S. 1996
At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1996, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify
the application of the net operating
loss deduction.
S. 2048
At the request of Mr. KING, the name
of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
HEINRICH) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2048, a bill to require the Secretary
of Energy to establish a demonstration
initiative focused on the development
of long-duration energy storage tech-
nologies, including a joint program to
be established in consultation with the
Secretary of Defense, and for other
purposes.
S. 2054
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2054, a bill to posthumously
award the Congressional Gold Medal,
collectively, to Glen Doherty, Tyrone
Woods, J. Christopher Stevens, and
Sean Smith, in recognition of their
contributions to the Nation.
S. 2080
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2080, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to increase the number of permanent
faculty in palliative care at accredited
allopathic and osteopathic medical
schools, nursing schools, social work
schools, and other programs, including
physician assistant education pro-
grams, to promote education and re-
search in palliative care and hospice,
and to support the development of fac-
ulty careers in academic palliative
medicine.
S. 2083
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2083, a bill to
amend chapter 2205 of title 36, United
States Code, to ensure pay equity for
amateur athletes, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2085
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. MCSALLY) and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2085, a bill to authorize
the Secretary of Education to award
grants to eligible entities to carry out
educational programs about the Holo-
caust, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 194
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
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(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 194, a resolution designating
July 30, 2019, as ‘‘National Whistle-
blower Appreciation Day’’.
S. RES. 234

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 234, a resolution affirming
the United States commitment to the
two-state solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict, and noting that Israeli
annexation of territory in the West
Bank would undermine peace and
Israel’s future as a Jewish and demo-
cratic state.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
CRAMER, and Ms. SMITH):

S. 2103. A bill to improve access to af-
fordable insulin; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2103

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Affordable
Insulin Approvals Now Act’’.

SEC. 2. DEEMED APPROVAL UNDER SECTION 351.

Section 7002(e)(4) of the Biologics Price
Competition and Innovation Act of 2009
(Public Law 111-148) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘An amended’” and insert-
ing the following:

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—An amended’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PENDING APPLI-
CATIONS.—With respect to an application for
an insulin biological product submitted
under subsection (b)(2) or (j) of section 505 of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 355) with a filing date that is not
later than December 31, 2019, until the Sec-
retary makes a determination on final ap-
proval with respect to such application, the
Secretary shall continue to review and ap-
prove (as appropriate) such application under
such section 505, even if such review and ap-
proval process continues after March 23, 2020.
For purposes of completing the review and
approval process for such an application, any
listed drug referenced in the application
shall be treated as a listed drug under sec-
tion 505(j)(7) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act, even if such listed drug is
deemed licensed under section 351 of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act during such review
and approval process. Effective on the later
of March 23, 2020, or the date of approval
under subsection (c) or (j) of section 505 of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act of
any such application, such approved applica-
tion shall be deemed to be a license for the
biological product under section 351 of the
Public Health Service Act.”.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. REED, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. CARPER, Mr. MERKLEY,
Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. KAINE):
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S. 2106. A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to prohibit smok-
ing on the premises of any facility of
the Veterans Health Administration,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2106

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON SMOKING IN FA-
CILITIES OF THE VETERANS HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION.

(a) PROHIBITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1715 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§1715. Prohibition on smoking in facilities

of the Veterans Health Administration

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—NoO person (including
any veteran, patient, resident, employee of
the Department, contractor, or visitor) may
smoke on the premises of any facility of the
Veterans Health Administration.

‘“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘facility of the Veterans
Health Administration’ means any land or
building (including any medical center, nurs-
ing home, domiciliary facility, outpatient
clinic, or center that provides readjustment
counseling) that is—

““(A) under the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs;

‘(B) under the control of the Veterans
Health Administration; and

“(C) not under the control of the General
Services Administration.

¢(2) The term ‘smoke’ includes—

‘“(A) the use of cigarettes, cigars, pipes,
and any other combustion or heating of to-
bacco; and

‘(B) the use of any electronic nicotine de-
livery system, including electronic or e-ciga-
rettes, vape pens, and e-cigars.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of subchapter II of
chapter 17 of such title is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to section 1715 and in-
serting the following new item:
¢“1715. Prohibition on smoking in facilities of

the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 526
of the Veterans Health Care Act of 1992 (Pub-
lic Law 102-585; 38 U.S.C. 1715 note) is re-
pealed.

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section take effect on October
1, 2019.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 274—EX-
PRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH
FALUN GONG PRACTITIONERS
WHO HAVE LOST LIVES, FREE-
DOMS, AND OTHER RIGHTS FOR
ADHERING TO THEIR BELIEFS
AND PRACTICES, AND CON-
DEMNING THE PRACTICE OF
NON-CONSENTING ORGAN HAR-
VESTING, AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
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COONS, Mr. BROWN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
CRrUZ, Mr. KING, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
REED, Mr. COTTON, and Mr. CASSIDY)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 274

Whereas Falun Gong (also known as Falun
Dafa) is a Chinese spiritual discipline found-
ed by Li Hongzhi in 1992 that consists of spir-
itual and moral teachings, meditation, and
exercise, and is based upon the universal
principles of truthfulness, compassion, and
forbearance;

Whereas, during the mid-1990s, Falun Gong
acquired a large and diverse following, with
as many as 70,000,000 practitioners at its
peak;

Whereas, on April 25, 1999, an estimated
10,000 to 30,000 Falun Gong practitioners
gathered in Beijing to protest growing re-
strictions by the Government of the People’s
Republic of China on the activities of Falun
Gong practitioners, and the Government of
the People’s Republic of China responded
with an intensive, comprehensive, and unfor-
giving campaign against the movement that
began on July 20, 1999, with the banning of
Falun Gong;

Whereas the Constitution of the People’s
Republic of China guarantees basic rights,
including the freedoms of speech, associa-
tion, demonstration, and religion;

Whereas, in 1993, the Government of the

People’s Republic of China praised Li
Hongzhi for his contributions in ‘‘safe-
guarding social order and security’” and

“promoting rectitude in society’’;

Whereas, in many detention facilities and
labor camps, Falun Gong prisoners of con-
science have at times comprised the major-
ity of the population, and have been said to
receive the longest sentences and the worst
treatment, including torture;

Whereas, according to overseas Falun Gong
and human rights organizations, since 1999,
from several hundred to a few thousand
Falun Gong adherents have died in custody
from torture, abuse, and neglect;

Whereas a review of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China by the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council’s Working
Group on the Universal Periodic Review in
November 2018, recommended that China
‘“[elnd prosecution and persecution on the
basis of religion or belief, including for Mus-
lims, Christians, Tibetan Buddhists and
Falun Gong’’;

Whereas the United Nations Committee
Against Torture and the Special Rapporteur
on Torture have expressed concern over the
allegations of organ harvesting from Falun
Gong prisoners, and have called on the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China to
increase accountability and transparency in
the organ transplant system and punish
those responsible for abuses;

Whereas the killing of religious or political
prisoners for any purpose, including for the
purpose of selling their organs for trans-
plant, is an egregious and intolerable viola-
tion of the fundamental right to life;

Whereas voluntary and informed consent is
the precondition for ethical organ donation,
and international medical organizations
state that prisoners, deprived of their free-
dom, are not in the position to give free con-
sent and that the practice of sourcing organs
from prisoners is a violation of ethical guide-
lines in medicine;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China and the Communist Party
of China continue to deny reports that many
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