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solve this problem. It is past time for
those games. It is time to solve this
crisis.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, Amer-
ica’s strength is in our values. In that
vein, I rise to talk about human rights
and America’s historic role as a de-
fender of universal human rights for all
peoples.

I have been a member of the U.S.
Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe for many years. It is
also known as the Helsinki Commis-
sion. The Helsinki Commission is an
independent entity that brings to-
gether lawmakers and members of the
executive branch to represent the
United States at the OSCE, the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe, which was created to explicitly
promote human rights, democracy, and
economic, environmental, and military
cooperation among its 57 member na-
tions, including the United States and
Canada, all the countries of Europe,
and the former Soviet Union countries.

When the Helsinki Final Act was
signed in Finland in 1975, it enshrined
among its 10 Principles Guiding Rela-
tions between Participating States a
commitment to ‘‘respect human rights
and fundamental freedoms, including
the freedom of thought, conscience, re-
ligion or belief, for all without distinc-
tion as to race, sex, language or reli-
gion.”

Few people have predicted the sweep-
ing, largely unforeseen consequences of
the adoption of this document. From
this one provision, among the 10 that
focus on human rights and funda-
mental freedoms, there were move-
ments sprung that embraced the Hel-
sinki process as a sword and as a
shield. Independent civil societies coa-
lesced around this basic principle and
used the followup processes that were
set in motion by the Helsinki Final Act
to hold their governments’ feet to the
fire.

In 1976, Congress established the Hel-
sinki Commission with the mandate to
monitor and report on compliance with
the Helsinki Final Act and, most im-
portantly, to press successive adminis-
trations to make human rights and de-
mocracy priorities in the conduct of
U.S. foreign policy.

In the subsequent years, Charter 77 in
Czechoslovakia, Solidarity in Poland,
and Watch Groups in Moscow, in Kyiv,
and in Vilnius sprang up to push for
the release of political prisoners and to
defend the rights of those who wanted
nothing more than to worship and to
have the freedom to advocate for re-
fuseniks and others who sought to re-
unite with their families across bor-
ders.

Through what became known as the
Helsinki process, Congress and pre-
vious administrations supported the
rights of Lech Walesa, Vaclav Havel,
Natan Sharansky, and countless others
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who emerged as leaders in their sup-
porting of the historic transitions to
freedom 30 years ago with the fall of
the Iron Curtain, the end of com-
munism, the unification of Germany,
and as President Bush proclaimed, a
“Europe whole and free.”” The Helsinki
process of monitoring, reporting, advo-
cating, urging, meeting, and witnessing
was a catalyst for these historic
changes.

Most importantly, at a time of his-
toric transition, the countries partici-
pating in the Helsinki process all ac-
knowledge that democracy was the
only form of government that we could
accept and that issues related to
human rights and democracy were
never matters of internal interference
but were matters of direct and legiti-
mate concern to all participating
states. This means, quite frankly, that
we have, under the Helsinki Accords,
the legitimate right—I would say the
obligation—to challenge the failure of
any one of those 57 states in its meet-
ing of its Helsinki commitments. That
is why it is right that we in the U.S.
Senate speak out against Russia or
speak out against Turkey or speak out
against any member state in the OSCE
when it violates these basic principles.

Over the July 4 work period, I was
proud to participate in the largest dele-
gation we have ever had to the annual
session of the OSCE Parliamentary As-
sembly. The Parliamentary Assembly—
facilitating lawmaker-to-lawmaker
interactions and discussions—was es-
tablished to complement the intergov-
ernmental work being done. One of the
OSCE’s strengths is that there is a par-
liamentary dimension. It is not just
government officials; it is also parlia-
mentarians who meet to implement
these commitments to human rights
and good governance.

The OSCE and its Parliamentary As-
sembly have been used to advance U.S.
interests, including their support for
human rights, free elections, com-
bating anti-Semitism and human traf-
ficking, and other initiatives that have
come from the U.S. Congress that have
then served as the foundation for U.S.
positions and, ultimately, agreements
that have been adopted by all 57 states
that have participated in the OSCE.

I remember discussions in the Con-
gress that dealt with fighting modern-
day slavery and trafficking and fight-
ing anti-Semitism. We initiated them
in the Congress. Through the Helsinki
Commission, we raised them in the
Parliamentary Assembly. They then
got raised in Vienna, which is where
the Ambassadors who represent all of
the states meet, and they were adopted
as policy in all 57 states. We have had
a very positive impact.

During this recent Parliamentary As-
sembly, I hosted an event called
“Countering Hate: Lessons from the
Past, Leadership for the Future.” As I
stated during the event—and I will un-
derscore now—we have observed an up-
tick in hate-based instances across the
OSCE region and beyond—from Pitts-
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burgh and Poway to Christ Church.
When we fail to act, we endanger not
only the most vulnerable within our
societies but the very foundations of
our democracies.

Given how much has been accom-
plished by the United States and others
through the OSCE over the past 30
years, it is deeply concerning to see
our own American President embrace a
drawback of universal human rights in
our own country and embrace dictators
around the world, who rule by promul-
gating fear and hate.

President Trump has called Turkish
President Erdogan a ‘‘friend” and has
shared love letters with the very brutal
Kim Jong Un after calling him ‘‘very
talented.”” Turkey, which has been a
member of the OSCE since its incep-
tion and a member of NATO, has wit-
nessed a dramatic acceleration in
President Erdogan’s efforts to consoli-
date power and hobble his political op-
position.

His unrelenting pressure on the judi-
ciary and purges of its ranks of judges
and prosecutors have left respect for
the rule of law and due process in cri-
sis. Tens of thousands have been de-
tained in sweeping dragnets following
the failed coup, including independent
voices from virtually every sector of
society—opposition politicians, civil
society activists, journalists, aca-
demics, and many more. These vast
purges have had a chilling effect on the
free press and the freedom of expres-
sion.

The Committee to Protect Journal-
ists considers Turkey the world’s worst
jailer of journalists, with 68 docu-
mented cases, although a local Turkish
press freedom organization lists more
than 130 who have been detained. Re-
porters Without Borders ranks Turkey
as the 157th out of 180 countries for
press freedom—its lowest ranking ever.
Under emergency powers assumed by
President Erdogan after the coup at-
tempt, the Turkish Government closed
around 200 media outlets.

As for North Korea, Kim Jong Un has
one of the most deplorable human
rights records in the world.

According to Human Rights Watch:

Kim Jong Un—who serves as chairman of
the States Affairs Commission and head of
the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea—con-
tinues to exercise almost total political con-
trol. The government restricts all civil and
political liberties, including freedom of ex-
pression, assembly, association, and religion.
It also prohibits all organized political oppo-
sition, independent media, civil society, and
trade unions.

President Trump has been repeatedly
willing to take the word of former KGB
agent Vladimir Putin over his own in-
telligence services.

On March 3, 2018, in speaking about
Chinese President Xi during a private
fundraising speech at Mar-a-Lago, he
said:

Xi is a great gentleman. He’s now presi-
dent for life—president for life. No, he’s
great. And look, he was able to do that. I
think it’s great. Maybe we’ll have to give
that a shot someday.
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That is not who the President of the
United States should be embracing.

He has repeatedly praised Rodrigo
Duterte of the Philippines. This is the
same leader who independent press,
civil society groups, foreign govern-
ments, and international organizations
have all confirmed is engaged in the
extrajudicial killing of his own citi-
zens—work that President Trump
praised as doing an ‘‘unbelievable job
on the drug problem.”

Mr. Duterte himself, as a former
mayor, has admitted to murdering peo-
ple. That Mr. Trump would laud Mr.
Duterte for his barbaric atrocities is
outrageous and is another indication
that instead of standing up for Amer-
ica’s values, President Trump con-
tinues to endorse leaders around the
world who violate the very principles
that America’s Founding Fathers en-
shrined in our Constitution.

I mention our Founding Fathers not
in passing, but as we recently cele-
brated our Independence Day on July 4,
I quote from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, which set our Nation on a
path with the ideal that we hold these
truths to be self-evident; that all men
are created equal; that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights; and that among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.

So I was particularly troubled that
within days of July 4, the Trump ad-
ministration, through Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo, unveiled what he
referred to as a Commission on
Unalienable Rights. In his announce-
ment, Secretary Pompeo called this
new Commission ‘‘one of the most pro-
found reexaminations of the
unalienable rights in the world since
the 1948 Universal Declaration.”

I, along with many colleagues in the
U.S. Congress, fear that this Commis-
sion, whose purpose it is to advise the
Secretary of State based on the prin-
ciples of mnatural law and natural
rights, will undermine or curtail State
Department advocacy in critical
human rights arenas, including wom-
en’s health as well as LGBT rights.

For 243 years, with all of her imper-
fections, America has been a beacon for
peoples around the world. Those who
have embraced natural law have not
been welcoming. They peddle in hate
and division. The ACLU notes that ref-
erences to ‘‘natural law and natural
rights’ are code words often used to
undermine the rights of women and the
LGBT community. This is just the lat-
est in a string of attacks on women and
the LGBT community by this adminis-
tration. If the President and the Sec-
retary of State want to build on pro-
tecting human rights, they will work
within the framework that the United
States helped to establish, not question
the definition or universality of human
rights.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. President, on immigration, dur-
ing his first days in office, the Presi-
dent began his administration by sign-
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ing an Executive order that attempts
to impose travel bans on Muslims and
to ban refugees. He signed an Executive
order that greatly expanded the num-
ber of people who were subject to de-
tention and deportation, and prac-
tically speaking, he eliminated the
focus on the most dangerous, violent
criminals in our communities.

The President has tried to deny sanc-
tuary and asylum to those refugees
who legally seek protection in our
country as they flee violence and perse-
cution in their homelands.

He rescinded protections for the
Dreamers and those with temporary
protective status, which cast a cloud of
uncertainty over the futures of these
individuals and their families. It basi-
cally put an expiration date on their
backs.

In our communities, I think we all
know that the Dreamers and those
with temporary protected status now
have a fear as to whether their futures
will be here in the United States. They
have been here for a long time, and as
we all know, they are part of our com-
munities. The American values of em-
pathy and compassion seemingly no
longer find a champion in the White
House.

VOTING RIGHTS

Mr. President, on voting rights, the
Trump administration has rolled back
the clock by creating a so-called Presi-
dential Advisory Commission on Elec-
tion Integrity—designed to suppress
the vote—under the guise of trying to
prove the problem of nonexistent voter
fraud.

The Justice Department changed its
position and supported the use of voter
ID laws. It backtracked from its earlier
position that such laws were inten-
tionally racially discriminatory and
designed to suppress minority votes.
One of the principles of a democratic
state is to get the maximum participa-
tion in elections.

The Department of Justice has tried
to make it easier for States to purge
voters from their rolls, as well as to
make it easier for States to make vot-
ing changes that could disenfranchise
minority voters without there being
the proper Federal review or oversight.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Mr. President, on criminal justice,
the Department of Justice has aggres-
sively rolled back its use of consent de-
crees, like the one put in place in Bal-
timore under the Obama administra-
tion after Freddie Gray died in police
custody.

It is interesting. Since that episode,
we have had Members of Congress,
along with city officials, ask the Fed-
eral Government to do a pattern-or-
practice investigation on what led to
the consent order because we knew we
had a problem in Baltimore’s policing.

The Baltimore consent decree is a
perfect example of a joint local-Federal
partnership that will help overhaul the
police department and provide long-
overdue constitutional policing to the
citizens of Baltimore.
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This Federal civil rights role is criti-
cally important—especially after a se-
ries of officer-involved shootings of Af-
rican-American residents—as we try to
rebuild trust between the police and
the communities they serve.

In terms of free press, President
Trump has consistently attacked the
free press, notwithstanding the First
Amendment’s protections, and particu-
larly has labeled critical news stories
as ‘‘fake news” in an effort to under-
mine any critical coverage of his ad-
ministration. He has shown callous dis-
regard for protecting journalists and
the free press both at home and abroad.

As Thomas Jefferson famously wrote,
“The basis of our governments being
the opinion of the people, the very first
object should be to keep that right; and
were it left to me to decide whether we
should have a government without
newspapers or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a
moment to prefer the latter.

In terms of LGBTQ rights, the Trump
administration has consistently argued
that businesses and government con-
tractors have a right to discriminate
against customers based on their sex-
ual orientation or gender identity. He
has nominated judges who want to turn
back the clock on equality and force
transgender individuals from the ranks
of our military.

Our Nation and form of government
are founded on ‘“We the People of the
United States.” Yet this President is
doing all he can to lessen the power
and squelch the voices of perceived op-
position.

As we approach the second anniver-
sary of the deadly protests in Char-
lottesville, VA, I will never forget how
President Trump used his bully pulpit
to further divide our Nation by equat-
ing those who espoused White suprem-
acy with those who were protesting
against such White supremacist views.

Let us remember the great civil
rights leaders in our history who have
struggled to help our Nation form a
more perfect union, establish justice,
and secure the blessings of liberty, as
promised by our Constitution. The
deadly violence that occurred nearly 2
years ago must never be permitted to
happen again.

I strongly condemn all acts of intol-
erance and remain certain that the
moral arc of history, although long,
bends toward justice. What is good and
just in America is stronger than hate
and will prevail.

The Trump administration’s attack
on women’s healthcare is unconscion-
able. Women'’s rights are human rights.

The President has taken action to
undermine the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, the ACA, finalized
administrative rules that allow dis-
criminatory practices to domestic and
global family planning providers, as
well as women seeking reproductive
healthcare.

One of the first actions President
Trump took in office was to impose an
expansion of the global gag rule, which
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