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on a handful of matters in California
courts.

He doesn’t own property in California
or even have a California driver’s li-
cense. Mr. Bress’s nomination is op-
posed by California’s two Senators, nei-
ther of whom have provided a blue slip.
He was reported out of the Judiciary
Committee with opposition from all
committee Democrats.

To my Republicans colleagues, I say
this: The vote on the Bress nomination
will set a precedent that could come
back to haunt your State.

Any Senator who votes to confirm
Mr. Bress is giving their blessing to a
process that could cause an out-of-
state attorney to be seated in a circuit
court judgeship in your own State,
over the objection of your State’s Sen-
ators.

There are thousands of well-qualified
attorneys living and practicing in Cali-
fornia whom the Trump administration
could have selected for this California-
based Ninth Circuit seat. They by-
passed all of them in favor of a Wash-
ington, DC, attorney with minimal
California ties.

There have been many breakdowns in
the Senate’s process for confirming ju-
dicial nominees under this Republican
majority. If the Senate votes to con-
firm Mr. Bress, it would represent yet
another new precedent that diminishes
the Senate’s advice and consent proc-
ess. I urge my colleagues to vote no.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). The Senator from Florida.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the first
vote in the series be 10 minutes in
length.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Bress nomina-
tion?

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I ask for the
yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 53,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 191 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Alexander Cornyn Graham
Barrasso Cotton Grassley
Blackburn Cramer Hawley
Blunt Crapo Hoeven
Boozman Cruz Hyde-Smith
Braun Daines Inhofe
Burr Enzi Isakson
Capito Ernst Johnson
Cassidy Fischer Kennedy
Collins Gardner Lankford

Lee Risch Shelby
McConnell Roberts Sullivan
McSally Romney Thune
Moran Rounds Tillis
Murkowski Rubio Toomey
Paul Sasse Wicker
Perdue Scott (FL) Young
Portman Scott (SC)
NAYS—45

Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Jones Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell King Sinema
Cardin Klobuchar Smith
Carper Leahy Stabenow
Casey Manchin Tester
Coons Markey Udall
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy Warren
Feinstein Murray Whitehouse
Harris Peters Wyden

NOT VOTING—2
Gillibrand Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of T. Kent Wetherell II, of Florida, to
be United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Florida.

Mitch McConnell, Kevin Cramer, Mike
Crapo, Marco Rubio, John Kennedy,
Thom Tillis, James M. Inhofe, Rob
Portman, Johnny Isakson, John Thune,
John Boozman, Cory Gardner, Steve
Daines, Richard C. Shelby, Pat Rob-
erts, Lindsey Graham, John Hoeven.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on T. Kent
Wetherell II, of Florida, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern
District of Florida, shall be brought to
a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

This is a 10-minute vote.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 82,
nays 16, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 192 Ex.]

YEAS—82
Alexander Feinstein Perdue
Barrasso Fischer Peters
Bennet Gardner Portman
Blackburn Graham Reed
Blunt Grassley Risch
Boozman Hassan Roberts
Braun Hawley Romney
Brown Heinrich Rosen
Burr Hoeven Rounds
Cantwell Hyde-Smith .
Capito Inhofe Rubio
Cardin Isakson Sasse
Carper Johnson Scott (FL)
Casey Jones Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kaine Shaheen
Collins Kennedy Shelby
Coons King Sinema
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cortez Masto Leahy Tester
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Manchin Tillis
Crapo McConnell Toomey
Cruz McSally Udall
Daines Moran Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Whitehouse
Durbin Murphy Wicker
Enzi Murray Young
Ernst Paul ©

NAYS—16
Baldwin Markey Stabenow
Blumenthal Menendez Van Hollen
Booker Merkley Warren
Harris Schatz Wyden
Hirono Schumer
Klobuchar Smith

NOT VOTING—2

Gillibrand Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 82, the nays are 16.
The motion is agreed to.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Damon Ray Leichty, of Indiana, to
be United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Indiana.

Mitch McConnell, Roy Blunt, John Bar-
rasso, Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, John
Cornyn, John Thune, Kevin Cramer,
Roger F. Wicker, John Boozman, John
Hoeven, Thom Tillis, Johnny Isakson,
Tim Scott, Mike Braun, Richard Burr,
Lindsey Graham.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Damon Ray Leichty, of Indiana, to
be United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Indiana, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

This is a 10-minute vote.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
MCSALLY). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 87,
nays 11, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 193 Ex.]
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BRAND) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), are necessarily absent.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 83,
nays 15, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 194 Ex.]

YEAS—87
Alexander Feinstein Perdue
Baldwin Fischer Peters
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Bennet Graham Reed
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hassan Roberts
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Heinrich Rosen
Brown Hoeven Rounds
Burr Hyde-Smith Rubio
Cantwell Inhofe Sasse
Capito Isakson Schumer
Cardin Johnson Scott (FL)
Carper Jones Scott (SC)
Casey Kaine Shaheen
Cassidy Kennedy Shelby
Collins King Sinema
Coons Lankford Sullivan
Cornyn Leahy Tester
Cortez Masto Lee Thune
Cotton Manchin Tillis
Cramer McConnell Toomey
Crapo McSally Udall
Cruz Menendez Van Hollen
Daines Merkley Warner
Duckworth Moran Whitehouse
Durbin Murkowski Wicker
Enzi Murphy Wyden
Ernst Paul Young

NAYS—11
Blumenthal Klobuchar Smith
Booker Markey Stabenow
Harris Murray Warren
Hirono Schatz

NOT VOTING—2

Gillibrand Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 87, the nays are 11.
The motion is agreed to.

———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of J. Nicholas Ranjan, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States District Judge for
the Western District of Pennsylvania.

Mitch McConnell, Roy Blunt, John Bar-
rasso, Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, John
Cornyn, John Thune, Kevin Cramer,
Roger F. Wicker, John Boozman, John
Hoeven, Thom Tillis, Johnny Isakson,
Tim Scott, Mike Braun, Richard Burr,
Lindsey Graham.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of J. Nicholas Ranjan, of Pennsylvania,
to be United States District Judge for
the Western District of Pennsylvania,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-

YEAS—83
Alexander Feinstein Peters
Baldwin Fischer Portman
Barrasso Gardner Reed
Blackburn Graham Risch
Blunt Grassley Roberts
Booker Hassan Romney
Boozman Hawley Rosen
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Brown Hyde-Smith Rubio
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Capito Isakson Schatz
Cardin Johnson
Carper Jones Schumer
Casey Kaine Scott (FL)
Cassidy Kennedy Scott (SC)
Collins King Shaheen
Coons Lankford Shelby
Cornyn Leahy Slnema
Cortez Masto Lee Sullivan
Cotton Manchin Tester
Cramer McConnell Thune
Crapo McSally Tillis
Cruz Menendez Toomey
Daines Moran Van Hollen
Duckworth Murkowski Warner
Durbin Murphy Whitehouse
Enzi Paul Wicker
Ernst Perdue Young

NAYS—15
Bennet Hirono Smith
Blumenthal Klobuchar Stabenow
Cantwell Markey Udall
Harris Merkley Warren
Heinrich Murray Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Gillibrand Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 83, the nays are 15.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
J. Nicholas Ranjan, of Pennsylvania, to
be United States District Judge for the
Western District of Pennsylvania.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, July 10, the Senate vote on
confirmation of the following nomina-
tions in the order listed: Executive Cal-
endar Nos. 47, 52, and 51; that if con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action. I fur-
ther ask that at 4:30 p.m., the Senate
vote on the pending cloture motions on
the King and Pallasch nominations and
that if cloture is invoked, the con-
firmation votes occur at a time to be
determined by the majority leader, in
consultation with the Democratic lead-
er, on Thursday, July 11. Finally, I ask
unanimous consent that the cloture
motion with respect to the Wright
nomination ripen following disposition
of the Pallasch nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

TRIBUTE TO MARY BALLARD

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
it is always a privilege to honor the
men and women of America’s Greatest
Generation. They defended our na-
tional values both at home and abroad,
and we owe each one of them a tremen-
dous debt of gratitude for their service
and sacrifice. Today, I would like to
recognize one of these intrepid Ameri-
cans from my home State of Kentucky.
Mary Somers Ballard volunteered to
serve in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps
during World War II, providing healing
care to wounded soldiers across the Eu-
ropean theatre. This month, Mary will
enjoy her 100th birthday at a celebra-
tion with friends and family, and I
would like to add my voice to the cho-
rus of those praising her lifetime of
achievement.

When war broke out, Mary lived in
Boston working as a nurse and attend-
ing school. Hearing stories from the
front, she was called to leave her stud-
ies and put her talents to work for the
war effort. At the age of 23, she joined
the Army’s 811th Air Evacuation Unit
and sailed from New York City for Eu-
rope. Mary was deployed at a hospital
in Manchester, England, where she
cared for wounded soldiers flown back
from France and Germany. In the
aftermath of the invasion of Nor-
mandy, Mary traveled to the continent
to support the Battle of the Bulge, one
of Hitler’s last-ditch efforts to stop the
Allied advance. After the liberation of
Paris, Mary was sent to the city to
care for troops there. In her many
posts, Mary delivered lifesaving care to
many Allied soldiers, often in chal-
lenging surroundings.

More than 59,000 Americans joined
the Army Nurse Corps during the Sec-
ond World War, many serving under
enemy fire. Their service supported the
recovery of countless wounded soldiers
at evacuation hospitals like Mary’s.

After the war, Mary was stationed in
Indiana where she met Al Ballard, a
young surgical resident. The couple
married and moved to Al’s native Ken-
tucky, where Mary has lived ever since.
Together, they raised eight children
and, like so many other members of
the Greatest Generation, continued to
contribute to their community and our
country.

Through the years, Mary has been
honored for her brave service. To cele-
brate her 95th birthday, for example,
she threw out the first pitch at a Lex-
ington Legends minor league baseball
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