June 28, 2019

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr.
MARKEY):

S. 2050. A bill to require global economic
and political pressure to support diplomatic
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and
Mr. YOUNG):

S. 2051. A bill to amend XVIII of the Social
Security Act to require certain manufactur-
ers to report drug pricing information with
respect to drugs under the Medicare pro-
gram; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN:

S. 2052. A bill to authorize the honorary
promotion of Colonel Charles E. McGee to
brigadier general in the United States Air
Force; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR:

S. 20563. A bill to protect elections for pub-
lic office by providing financial support and
enhanced security for the infrastructure
used to carry out such elections, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Rules
and Administration.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 91
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 91, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize per diem pay-
ments under comprehensive service
programs for homeless veterans to fur-
nish care to dependents of homeless
veterans, and for other purposes.
S. 225
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
225, a bill to provide for partnerships
among State and local governments,
regional entities, and the private sec-
tor to preserve, conserve, and enhance
the visitor experience at nationally
significant battlefields of the American
Revolution, War of 1812, and Civil War,
and for other purposes.
S. 221
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
McSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 227, a bill to direct the Attorney
General to review, revise, and develop
law enforcement and justice protocols
appropriate to address missing and
murdered Indians, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 460
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 460, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the ex-
clusion for employer-provided edu-
cation assistance to employer pay-
ments of student loans.
S. 546
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Nevada
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were
added as cosponsors of S. 546, a bill to
extend authorization for the September
11th Victim Compensation Fund of 2001
through fiscal year 2090, and for other
purposes.
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S. 577
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
577, a bill to require the establishment
of a process for excluding articles im-
ported from the People’s Republic of
China from certain duties imposed
under section 301 of the Trade Act of
1974, and for other purposes.
S. 894
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
894, a bill to authorize dedicated do-
mestic terrorism offices within the De-
partment of Homeland Security, the
Department of Justice, and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation to analyze and
monitor domestic terrorist activity
and require the Federal Government to
take steps to prevent domestic ter-
rorism.
S. 978
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 978, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend the work opportunity
credit.
S. 1032
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1032, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the defini-
tion of income for purposes of deter-
mining the tax-exempt status of cer-
tain corporations.
S. 1170
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1170, a bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974
to establish additional criteria for de-
termining when employers may join to-
gether in a group or association of em-
ployers that will be treated as an em-
ployer under section 3(5) of such Act
for purposes of sponsoring a group
health plan, and for other purposes.
S. 1203
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. SINEMA) and the Senator from Ha-
waii (Ms. HIRONO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1203, a bill to amend the
Higher Education Act of 1965 in order
to improve the public service loan for-
giveness program, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1414
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1414, a bill to provide bankruptcy
relief for student borrowers.
S. 1539
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1539, a bill to amend the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to pro-
vide funding to secure nonprofit facili-
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ties from terrorist attacks, and for
other purposes.
S. 1625
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1625, a bill to promote the deployment
of commercial fifth-generation mobile
networks and the sharing of informa-
tion with communications providers in
the United States regarding security
risks to the networks of those pro-
viders, and for other purposes.
S. 1750
At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1750, a bill to establish the Clean
School Bus Grant Program, and for
other purposes.
S. 1791
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) and the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1791, a bill to
prohibit discrimination on the basis of
religion, sex (including sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity), and marital
status in the administration and provi-
sion of child welfare services, to im-
prove safety, well-being, and perma-
nency for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer or questioning
foster youth, and for other purposes.
S. 1822
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from
Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1822, a bill to require the
Federal Communications Commission
to issue rules relating to the collection
of data with respect to the availability
of broadband services, and for other
purposes.
S. 1982
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1982, a bill to improve ef-
forts to combat marine debris, and for
other purposes.
S. 2007
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2007, a bill to prohibit the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment from implementing a proposed
rule regarding requirements under
Community Planning and Development
housing programs.
S. RES. 188
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. MARKEY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 188, a resolution encouraging
a swift transfer of power by the mili-
tary to a civilian-led political author-
ity in the Republic of the Sudan, and
for other purposes.
S. RES. 270
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
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KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 270, a resolution recognizing the
50th Anniversary of the Stonewall up-
rising.
AMENDMENT NO. 556
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 556 intended to
be proposed to S. 1790, an original bill
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2020 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses.
AMENDMENT NO. 883
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 883 proposed to S.
1790, an original bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2020 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself and
Mr. ISAKSON):

S. 2049. A bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to automatically
discharge the loans of certain veteran
borrowers, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, veterans
who have become disabled during their
service to our Nation should have their
student loans forgiven without delay,
without cumbersome red tape. Unfortu-
nately, that is not the case today,
which is why I am introducing legisla-
tion with my colleague from Georgia,
Senator ISAKSON, to require the De-
partment of Education to automati-
cally discharge student loans for vet-
erans who are totally and permanently
disabled.

In the fall of 2018, the Department of
Education and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs announced a data-match-
ing program under which the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs would dis-
close data to the Department of Edu-
cation concerning veterans who are de-
termined to be 100 percent disabled or
individually unemployable. The De-
partment of Education would then
alert eligible veterans with Federal
student loans of the opportunity to
apply for debt relief.

This initiative was an important step
forward in improving the process for
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disabled veterans, but it did not go far
enough. Too many eligible veterans are
still saddled with student loans that
they cannot repay. This spring, in re-
sponse to hearing questions, the De-
partment of Education reported that of
the over 40,000 veterans who were iden-
tified as eligible for loan forgiveness
through the matching program, fewer
than half submitted the required paper-
work and, as a result, have not had
their loans forgiven. Many of these in-
dividuals are currently in default on
their loans, which has dire financial re-
percussions for them and their fami-
lies.

We can and must do better. As many
Members of Congress have urged, along
with veterans’ service organizations,
and b1 bipartisan State attorneys gen-
eral, we should automatically dis-
charge the loans for eligible veteran
student loan borrowers identified
through the matching program. Pre-
viously, concern about potential tax li-
ability was identified as a reason for
not moving forward on automatic dis-
charge of these loans. However, the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 removed
the Federal tax liability, and we should
now move forward without delay to
automatically forgive these loans.

Our legislation requires the Depart-
ments of Education and Veterans Af-
fairs to conduct a computer matching
at least twice per year of individuals
with student loans who have received a
rating of total disability or who have
been determined to be unemployable.
It also requires the Departments to
work together to address minor dis-
crepancies in the data to ensure that
no veteran falls through the cracks due
to a clerical error. Finally, it requires
the Department of Education to auto-
matically discharge student loans for
individuals identified as eligible
through the matching program, unless
the borrower opts out because the De-
partment has identified a potential
State tax liability.

We are proud to have the support of
many veterans’ organizations for this
legislation, including High Ground Ad-
vocacy, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans
of America, Student Veterans of Amer-
ica, The Retired Enlisted Association,
Veterans Education Success, and U.S.
Army Warrant Officers Association. I
urge all my colleagues to join us in co-
sponsoring this legislation and pushing
for its swift passage. Veterans who
have served our nation and are now un-
able to work because of a service-con-
nected disability should not have to
worry about student loan payments.

———
NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO
PROCEEDING

I, Senator RAND PAUL, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to Treaty Doc 114-1,
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The Protocol Amending the Conven-
tion between the Government of the
United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of Japan for the Avoidance of
Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion with respect to Taxes
on Income and a related agreement en-
tered into by an exchange of notes (to-
gether the II ‘‘proposed Protocol”),
both signed on January 24, 2013, at
Washington, together with correcting
notes exchanged March 9 and March 29,
2013, dated June 28, 2019 for the fol-
lowing reasons as stated in the RECORD.

I, Senator RAND PAUL, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to Treaty Doc 111-8,
Protocol Amending the Convention be-
tween the United States of America
and the Swiss Confederation for the
Avoidance of Double Taxation with Re-
spect to Taxes on Income, signed at
Washington on October 2, 1996, signed
on September 23, 2009, at Washington,
as corrected by an exchange of notes
effected November 16, 2010 and a re-
lated agreement effected by an ex-
change of notes on September 23, 2009,
dated June 28, 2019 for the following
reasons as stated in the Record.

I, Senator RAND PAUL, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to Treaty Doc 113-4,
The Protocol Amending the Conven-
tion between the United States of
America and the Kingdom of Spain for
the Avoidance of Double Taxation and
the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with
Respect to Taxes on Income and its
Protocol, signed at Madrid on February
22, 1990, dated June 28, 2019 for the fol-
lowing reasons as stated in the RECORD.

I, Senator RAND PAUL, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to Treaty Doc 112-1,
The Protocol Amending the Conven-
tion between the Government of the
United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of Japan for the Avoidance of
Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion with respect to Taxes
on Income and a related agreement en-
tered into by an exchange of notes (to-
gether the ‘“‘proposed Protocol’’), both
signed on January 24, 2013, at Wash-
ington, together with correcting notes
exchanged March 9 and March 29, 2013,
dated June 28, 2019 for the following
reasons as stated in the RECORD.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL TUESDAY,
JULY 2, 2019, AT 4:45 P.M.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 4:45 p.m. on Tuesday,
July 2, 2019.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3:11 p.m.,
adjourned until Tuesday, July 2, 2019,
at 4:45 p.m.
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