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purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.
By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CRAPO,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. YOUNG, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina):

S. 1975. A bill to require the Small Busi-
ness Administration to issue licenses under
the Small Business Investment Act of 1958
within particular time frames, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. PORTMAN:

S. 1976. A Dbill to amend the FAST Act to
improve the Federal permitting process, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MORAN:

S. 1977. A bill to approve the Kickapoo
Tribe Water Rights Settlement Agreement,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Indian Affairs.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. 1978. A bill to ensure that persons who
form corporations or limited liability com-
panies in the United States disclose the ben-
eficial owners of those corporations or lim-
ited liability companies, in order to prevent
wrongdoers from exploiting United States
corporations and limited liability companies
for criminal gain, to assist law enforcement
in detecting, preventing, and punishing ter-
rorism, money laundering, and other mis-
conduct involving United States corpora-
tions and limited liability companies, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. KING, Ms. SMITH, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 1979. A Dbill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to provide for the minimum size
of crews of freight trains, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr.
MARKEY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.

MURPHY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. CARPER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. SMITH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. WYDEN, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. HARRIS,
Mr. BOOKER, Ms. ROSEN, and Mr.
BROWN):

S. 1980. A bill to improve Federal popu-
lation surveys by requiring the collection of
voluntary, self-disclosed information on sex-
ual orientation and gender identity in cer-
tain surveys, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and
Mr. RUBIO):

S. 1981. A Dbill to modify the unconditional
ownership requirement for women-owned and
minority-owned small business concerns for
purposes of procurement contracts with the
Small Business Administration, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. CARPER, and Ms.
COLLINS):

S. 1982. A bill to improve efforts to combat
marine debris, and for other purposes; to the

Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.
By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. BOOKER, and Ms.
WARREN):

S. 1983. A bill to authorize the Attorney
General to make grants to, and enter into
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cooperative agreements with, States and
units of local government to develop, imple-
ment, or expand 1 or more programs to pro-
vide medication-assisted treatment to indi-
viduals who have opioid use disorder and are
incarcerated within the jurisdictions of the
States or units of local government; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 1984. A bill to amend the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act to provide fisheries disaster relief for
commercial fishery failures that are due to
certain duties, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Ms.
CoLLINS, Mr. KING, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
SANDERS, and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 1985. A Dbill to assist communities af-
fected by stranded nuclear waste, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. KAINE:

S. 1986. A bill to amend the Fair Housing
Act to prohibit discrimination based on
source of income, veteran status, or military
status; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. MERKLEY:

S. 1987. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to establish ref-
erence prices for prescription drugs for pur-
poses of Federal health programs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CoONS, Mr. KING, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
REED, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. MARKEY):

S. 1988. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the energy credit
for offshore wind facilities; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself and Mr. CARDIN):

S. 1989. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for trans-
parency of Medicare secondary payer report-
ing information, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL:

S. 1990. A Dbill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide additional authority
to the Office of Special Counsel, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. HARRIS,
Ms. HIrRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER,
Mr. UDALL, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
and Mr. PETERS):

S. 1991. A bill to direct the Secretary of De-
fense to review the discharge characteriza-
tion of former members of the Armed Forces
who were discharged by reason of the sexual
orientation of the member, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
CARPER, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr.
CARDIN):

S. 1992. A bill to amend the FAST Act to
repeal a rescission of funds; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. CRAMER (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, and Mrs. BLACKBURN):

S. 1993. A bill to restrict Federal funding
for health care entities that do not respect
all human life and patient rights; to the
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Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.
By Mr. YOUNG (for himself,
DUCKWORTH, and Mr. RISCH):

S. 1994. A bill to amend the Small Business
Investment Act of 1958 to increase the
amount that certain banks and savings asso-
ciations may invest in small business invest-
ment companies, subject to the approval of
the appropriate Federal banking agency and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and
Mrs. GILLIBRAND):

S. 1995. A bill to establish the Food Safety
Administration to protect the public health
by preventing foodborne illness, ensuring the
safety of food, improving research on con-
taminants leading to foodborne illness and
the chronic health outcomes associated with
foodborne illnesses, improving the surveil-
lance of foodborne pathogens (including
foodborne pathogens identified as antibiotic
resistant), and improving security of food
from intentional contamination, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Ms. MCSALLY (for herself, Ms.
SINEMA, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. COR-
NYN, and Mr. ALEXANDER):

S. 1996. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify the application of
the net operating loss deduction; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 1997. A bill to authorize transitional
sheltering assistance for individuals who live
in areas with unhealthy air quality caused
by wildfires, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr.
KAINE):

S. 1998. A bill to improve the programs for
veterans of the Small Business Administra-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship.

Ms.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. ENZI (for himself, Ms. CORTEZ
MAsTO, Mr. RISCH, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CrRAPO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. BENNET, Mr. UDALL, Mr.
INHOFE, and Mr. CORNYN):

S. Res. 265. A resolution designating July
27, 2019, as ‘‘National Day of the American
Cowboy’’; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. HAWLEY (for himself and Mr.
BLUNT):

S. Res. 266. A resolution congratulating the
St. Louis Blues for winning the 2019 Stanley
Cup Final; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 239

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
239, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in recogni-
tion of Christa McAuliffe.

S. 386

At the request of Mr. LLEE, the name
of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO) was added as a cosponsor of
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S. 386, a bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to eliminate the
per-country numerical limitation for
employment-based immigrants, to in-
crease the per-country numerical limi-
tation for family-sponsored immi-
grants, and for other purposes.
S. 436
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Hawaii
(Ms. HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 436, a bill to amend title 49,
United States Code, to require the de-
velopment of public transportation op-
erations safety risk reduction pro-
grams, and for other purposes.
S. 460
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the Senator
from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were
added as cosponsors of S. 460, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to extend the exclusion for em-
ployer-provided education assistance
to employer payments of student loans.
S. 479
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 479, a bill to revise section 48 of
title 18, United States Code, and for
other purposes.
S. 509
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
509, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the United States Coast
Guard.
S. 514
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 514, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to improve the
benefits and services provided by the
Department of Veterans Affairs to
women veterans, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 546
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. YOUNG) and the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 546, a bill to extend
authorization for the September 11th
Victim Compensation Fund of 2001
through fiscal year 2090, and for other
purposes.
S. 632
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 632, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the inclusion of certain fringe benefit
expenses for which a deduction is dis-
allowed in unrelated business taxable
income.
S. 651
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 651, a bill to amend the Internal

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the
age requirement with respect to eligi-
bility for qualified ABLE programs.
S. 670
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 670, a bill to make day-
light savings time permanent, and for
other purposes.
S. 750
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) and the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 750, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the new markets tax
credit, and for other purposes.
S. 762
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
762, a bill to provide for funding from
the Airport and Airway Trust Fund for
all Federal Aviation Administration
activities in the event of a Government
shutdown, and for other purposes.
8. 15
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 775, a bill to amend the
America COMPETES Act to require
certain agencies to develop scientific
integrity policies, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 803
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN), the Senator from Iowa (Ms.
ERNST), the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) were added
as cosponsors of S. 803, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
store incentives for investments in
qualified improvement property.
S. 867
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 867, a bill to protect students of
institutions of higher education and
the taxpayer investment in institu-
tions of higher education by improving
oversight and accountability of institu-
tions of higher education, particularly
for-profit colleges, improving protec-
tions for students and borrowers, and
ensuring the integrity of postsecondary
education programs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 980
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
980, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the provision
of services for homeless veterans, and
for other purposes.
S. 1004
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1004, a bill to increase the number of
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Office of Field Operations officers and
support staff and to require reports
that identify staffing, infrastructure,
and equipment needed to enhance secu-
rity at ports of entry.
S. 1015
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from New Hampshire
(Ms. HASSAN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1015, a bill to require the Director
of the Office of Management and Budg-
et to review and make certain revisions
to the Standard Occupational Classi-
fication System, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1047
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1047, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to create a depend-
ency and indemnity compensation al-
lowance for surviving spouses receiving
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion from the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 1118
At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1118, a bill to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to au-
thorize spouses of servicemembers who
incur a catastrophic injury or illness or
die while in military service to termi-
nate leases of premises and motor vehi-
cles, and for other purposes.
S. 1255
At the request of Mr. SASSE, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 12565, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Transportation to modify
provisions relating to hours of service
requirements with respect to transpor-
tation of livestock and insects, and for
other purposes.
S. 1309
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1309, a bill to identify and combat
corruption in countries, to establish a
tiered system of countries with respect
to levels of corruption by their govern-
ments and their efforts to combat such
corruption, and to assess United States
assistance to designated countries in
order to advance anti-corruption ef-
forts in those countries and better
serve United States taxpayers.
S. 1359
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1359, a bill to amend the Public
Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978
to establish a market-oriented stand-
ard for clean electric energy genera-
tion, and for other purposes.
S. 1416
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1416, a bill to amend the Federal
Trade Commission Act to prohibit
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anticompetitive behaviors by drug
product manufacturers, and for other
purposes.
S. 1531
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 15631, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide protec-
tions for health insurance consumers
from surprise billing.
S. 1555
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1555, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to improve the
Transition Assistance Program for
members of the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes.
S. 1625
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1625, a bill to promote the
deployment of commercial fifth-gen-
eration mobile networks and the shar-
ing of information with communica-
tions providers in the United States re-
garding security risks to the networks
of those providers, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1735
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1735, a bill to provide
women with increased access to pre-
ventive and life-saving cancer screen-
ing.
S. 1743
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1743, a bill to direct the President to
develop a plan for the United States to
meet its nationally determined con-
tribution under the Paris Agreement,
and for other purposes.
S. 1781
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1781, a bill to authorize appropria-
tions for the Department of State for
fiscal years 2020 through 2022 to provide
assistance to El Salvador, Guatemala,
and Honduras through bilateral com-
pacts to increase protection of women
and children in their homes and com-
munities and reduce female homicides,
domestic violence, and sexual assault.
S. 1956
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S. 1956, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to repeal the qualified contract ex-
ception to the extended low-income
housing commitment rules for purposes
of the low-income housing credit, and
for other purposes.
S. 1966
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the name of the Senator from OKla-
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homa (Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1966, a bill to prohibit
Federal funding to entities that do not
certify the entities will not perform, or
provide any funding to any other enti-
ty that performs, an abortion.
S. CON. RES. 5
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 5, a concurrent
resolution supporting the Local Radio
Freedom Act.
S. CON. RES. 19
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Con. Res. 19, a concurrent resolution
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the
Apollo 11 Moon landing.
S. RES. 80
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
McSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 80, a resolution establishing the
John S. McCain III Human Rights
Commission.
S. RES. 120
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 120, a resolution opposing efforts
to delegitimize the State of Israel and
the Global Boycott, Divestment, and
Sanctions Movement targeting Israel.
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 120, supra.
S. RES. 194
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 194, a resolution designating
July 30, 2019, as ‘‘National Whistle-
blower Appreciation Day’’.
S. RES. 198
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 198, a resolution con-
demning Brunei’s dramatic human
rights backsliding.
S. RES. 220
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 220, a resolution des-
ignating the month of June 2019 as
‘“‘National Post-Traumatic Stress
Awareness Month’ and June 27, 2019, as
‘“National Post-Traumatic Stress
Awareness Day”’.
S. RES. 252
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) and the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 252,
a resolution designating September
2019 as National Democracy Month as a
time to reflect on the contributions of
the system of government of the
United States to a more free and stable
world.
S. RES. 260
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
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ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 260, a resolution recognizing the
importance of sustained United States
leadership to accelerating global
progress against maternal and child
malnutrition and supporting the com-
mitment of the United States Agency
for International Development to glob-
al nutrition through the Multi-Sec-
toral Nutrition Strategy.
AMENDMENT NO. 367
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 367 intended to be
proposed to S. 1790, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 385
At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 385 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1790, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 391
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRrRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 391 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1790, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 540
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 540 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1790, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 576
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 576 intended to be
proposed to S. 1790, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 584
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
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CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 584 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1790, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 650
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 650 intended
to be proposed to S. 1790, an original
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2020 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 694
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 694 intended to
be proposed to S. 1790, an original bill
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2020 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses.
AMENDMENT NO. 699
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 699 intended to be
proposed to S. 1790, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 702
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 702 intended
to be proposed to S. 1790, an original
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2020 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 773
At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 773 intended
to be proposed to S. 1790, an original
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2020 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
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strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 789

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRrRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 789 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1790, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 859

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 859 intended to be
proposed to S. 1790, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. MERKLEY:

S. 1987. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to establish reference prices for pre-
scription drugs for purposes of Federal
health programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, the
three most important words of our
Constitution are the first three: “We
the People.” That is what our entire
vision of our form of government is
about.

There was a lot of discussion among
the Founders about how we make sure
we don’t end up with the equivalent of
a King here in the United States of
America because with a King, you get
a government by and for the King and
the King’s circle, the powerful circle at
the top, rather than the people.

Unfortunately, that vision in Amer-
ica is being challenged—challenged be-
cause we have a fundamental con-
centration of power through dark
money in campaigns and gerry-
mandering through voter suppression
and intimidation. The result is a shred-
ding of the vision of our Constitution.

We have a responsibility in the Sen-
ate to fix that, and that is why we
should be considering the For the Peo-
ple Act that takes on gerrymandering,
voter suppression, and dark money. If
we want evidence of just exactly how
corrupted the system has become, go
no further than to look at drug compa-
nies gouging Americans on drug prices.

Today I am introducing the End
Price Gouging for Medications Act to
stop the pharmaceutical companies’
greed and give Americans much needed
relief.

The average American spends about
$1,000 per year on medication. That is
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11 times what they spent in 1960. More
than half of Americans take at least
one prescription medication—about 60
percent of us. One-quarter of them say
they or family members have not filled
a prescription or have cut pills in half
or have skipped doses because of the
cost, and those costs just keep going
right on up.

January through June 2018, there
were price increases on 4,412 drugs and
decreases on just 46. That is a ratio
that approaches 100 to 1. For every 100
drugs that go up in price, 1 comes down
a little. We are clearly failing to tackle
this problem.

I hear it from my constituents back
in Oregon. Bonnie Davis from Creswell,
who is a senior citizen on a fixed in-
come and has been diabetic for 30
years, was prescribed two new Kkinds of
insulin in December: BYDUREON,
which costs $1,927 for a 3-month supply,
and Lantus SoloSTAR, which costs
$1,952. She will pay more than $5,000
out of pocket by the end of the year. In
1972, insulin cost just $1.49 per vial.
What an incredible difference on a
product that has been around forever.

Her two adult children are living in
Germany. They thought about coming
back to the United States of America
but decided not to for one simple rea-
son: the cost of healthcare in the
United States of America and specifi-
cally the cost of medications.

I come from Douglas County, a little
timber county in Southern Oregon.
Leslie Rogers comes from that county.
She comes from Roseburg, a town
where I went to first grade. Leslie
shared his daughter Gloria’s story at
one of my townhalls. Gloria suffers
from a rare genetic condition called
West syndrome. She lives, therefore, in
near constant fear of seizures and cys-
tic fibrosis. It is treatable.

It is treatable with a drug called
ACTH. It was invented in the 1950s.
Previously, it cost $40 a vial—$40—but
in 8 years, the cost has grown to
$45,000. Yes, you heard that right—from
$40 to $45,000. That is more than a thou-
sandfold increase.

The company that makes the drug
bought the rights to and blocked a $200
synthetic ACTH treatment used in
Canada to prevent it from coming to
the United States. They are making a
lot of money by blocking a generic syn-
thetic competitor.

Leslie Rogers says: ‘‘Hospitalization
and treatment drove my family to the
edge of bankruptcy, and my daughter
was left tube fed and suction dependent
due to treatment delays fighting with
insurance over the drug price.”

How would you feel if your daughter
or your son were left in a situation of
being tube fed and suction dependent
because you couldn’t afford the drug
because the drug had increased in price
1,000 times?

The cost of another drug used to
treat the disease, Vigabatrin, has also
skyrocketed after makers saw what the
first company was able to get away
with. It cost about $1,500 a month 3
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