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personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 269 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1790, supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 271

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 271 intended to be
proposed to S. 1790, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 301

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from
New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the Sen-
ator from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY),
the Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO), the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator from
Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were added
as cosponsors of amendment No. 301 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 1790, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2020 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 313

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 313 intended to be
proposed to S. 1790, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 367

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 367 intended to be
proposed to S. 1790, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 390

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 390 intended to be
proposed to S. 1790, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
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military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 417
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
CASEY) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 417 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1790, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 455
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the names of the Senator from Maine
(Mr. KING) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 455 intended to
be proposed to S. 1790, an original bill
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2020 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses.
AMENDMENT NO. 551
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 551 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1790, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 556
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from
New York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 556 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 1790, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2020 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 645
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from Hawaii
(Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
645 intended to be proposed to S. 1790,
an original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2020 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
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AMENDMENT NO. 713
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 713 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1790, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 835
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 835 intended
to be proposed to S. 1790, an original
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2020 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 839
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 839 intended
to be proposed to S. 1790, an original
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2020 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and
Mr. CARPER):

S. 1948. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permit high de-
ductible health plans to provide chron-
ic disease prevention services to plan
enrollees prior to satisfying their plan
deductible; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1948

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; FINDINGS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Chronic Disease Management Act of
2019,

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) A small number of chronic diseases ac-
count for the majority of health care spend-
ing in the United States.

(2) The Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Health of the Department of Health and
Human Services used a deliberative process
involving the Multiple Chronic Conditions
working group subject matter experts in
clinical medicine, epidemiology, and public

finds the fol-
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health to develop a list of 20 chronic condi-
tions that are prevalent and potentially
amenable to public health or clinical inter-
ventions, or a combination of both.

(3) Limited and targeted interventions for
many chronic diseases prevent the need for
additional, more costly therapies associated
with untreated or unmanaged chronic dis-
eases that lead to adverse effects on quality
of life for patients.

(4) These types of chronic care preventive
services should be encouraged to maximize
the effectiveness and positive outcomes of
the care provided under high deductible
health plans.

(5) Section 223(c)(2)(C) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 explicitly grants the Sec-
retary of the Treasury flexibility in defining
the scope of preventive care for purposes of
the preventive care safe harbor. As of the
date of introduction of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury has refrained from ex-
ercising existing authority under such sec-
tion to expand the preventive care safe har-
bor to include chronic disease prevention.

(6) In the absence of an expansion of the
preventive care safe harbor by the Secretary
of the Treasury, the Chronic Disease Man-
agement Act of 2019 would expressly permit
high-deductible health plans to provide
chronic disease prevention and treatment,
subject to certain limitations, prior to a plan
enrollee having met their plan deductible.

(7) Allowing health savings account-eligi-
ble high-deductible health plans to cover
chronic disease prevention and treatment on
a pre-deductible basis promotes the concept
of Value-Based Insurance Design, which is an
effective tool to improve the quality and re-
duce the cost of care for Americans with
chronic diseases, with improved outcomes
via increased medication adherence, reduced
complications, and decreased emergency de-
partment visits.

SEC. 2. CHRONIC DISEASE PREVENTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 223(c)(2) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
redesignating subparagraph (D) as subpara-
graph (E) and by inserting after subpara-
graph (C) the following new subparagraph:

‘(D) SAFE HARBOR FOR ABSENCE OF DEDUCT-
IBLE FOR CARE RELATED TO CHRONIC CONDI-
TIONS.—A plan shall not fail to be treated as
a high deductible health plan by reason of
failing to have a deductible for care related
to the treatment of any chronic condition, as
determined by the Assistant Secretary for
Health of the Department of Health and
Human Services.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to coverage
for months beginning after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Ms. SMITH):

S. 1949. A bill to amend the Richard
B. Russell National School Lunch Act
to require the Secretary of Agriculture
to make loan guarantees and grants to
finance certain improvements to
school lunch facilities, to train school
food service personnel, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join my colleague from Min-
nesota, Senator SMITH, in introducing
the School Food Modernization Act to
assist schools in updating outdated
kitchen equipment, allowing them to
provide healthier meals to students.

School meals play a vital role in the
lives of our young people. More than
95,000 schools participate in the Na-
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tional School Lunch program, serving
upwards of 30 million children each
day. Many children consume up to half
their daily caloric intake at school,
and some get their most nutritious
meal of the day at school instead of at
home. Because school meals are a sig-
nificant source of daily nutrition for so
many, we must consistently aim to im-
prove the program to best serve stu-
dents.

Schools built decades ago often lack
the equipment and infrastructure nec-
essary to do more than reheat and
serve one or two meal options each
day. In 2014, it was estimated that
Maine schools alone would need $58.8
million for equipment infrastructure
upgrades needed to serve healthy meals
to all of our students. I am pleased
that the Agriculture Appropriations
Subcommittee has consistently recog-
nized this need, and in Fiscal Year 2019
appropriated $30 million for School
Equipment Assistance Grants. Through
this funding, Maine will be able to
competitively award $85,470 to school
districts in need of updated equipment.

Nutrition directors at Mount View
High School in Thorndike, Maine, used
USDA Equipment Assistance funding
to purchase a blast chiller to accom-
modate increased quantities of fruits
and vegetables. Thanks to this equip-
ment, the school is now able to quickly
and safely preserve the food’s freshness
while reducing spoilage. Other schools
have acquired hot holding cabinets,
mobile food carts, and even combina-
tion ovens, which prepare foods faster
and maintain more vitamin and nutri-
ent content compared with many other
cooking methods. Our legislation
would codify and improve this success-
ful grant program to better meet the
growing need nationwide.

The School Food Modernization Act
seeks to help school food service per-
sonnel offer a wide variety of nutri-
tious and appealing meals to all stu-
dents. First, the bill would provide tar-
geted grant assistance to supply the
seed funding needed to upgrade kitchen
infrastructure or to purchase high-
quality equipment. Second, it would es-
tablish a loan guarantee assistance
program within USDA to help schools
acquire new equipment. Finally, to aid
school food services personnel in run-
ning successful, healthy programs, the
legislation would authorize USDA to
provide support on a competitive basis
to highly qualified third-party trainers
to develop and administer training and
technical assistance, including online
programs.

I appreciate that some provisions of
this legislation were incorporated into
previous versions of the Children Nu-
trition Reauthorization legislation ap-
proved by the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. I encourage our colleagues to
continue to support school kitchen
equipment needs as the reauthorization
process continues.

Mr. President, if our school children
are going to be able to learn and suc-
ceed, they need their minds and bodies
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to be fully nourished. This bill would
help us achieve that goal.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 259—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT UNITED STATES
LEADERSHIP IN 5G WIRELESS

TECHNOLOGY IS A NATIONAL
PRIORITY
Mr. JOHNSON submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:

S. RES. 259

Whereas the United States led the world in
the development and deployment of fourth-
generation (commonly known as ‘‘4G’’) wire-
less technology, such as Long Term Evo-
lution (commonly known as “LTE”);

Whereas United States leadership in 4G
technology created a mobile broadband econ-
omy that generated hundreds of thousands of
jobs, billions of dollars of investment and
economic growth, and tremendous consumer
benefits;

Whereas the fifth generation of wireless
connectivity, known as ‘‘6G”’, promises to be
even more transformative, with speeds 100
times faster than 4G and even greater capac-
ity to carry wireless traffic than 4G;

Whereas the benefits of 5G technology to
the people of the United States will be sub-
stantial, including better access to high-
quality health care through telemedicine,
better and cheaper food production through
precision agriculture, more efficient manu-
facturing and transportation systems, more
advanced educational opportunities, more
avenues for entrepreneurship, more sophisti-
cated and secure military applications and
devices, and other benefits that cannot yet
be conceived;

Whereas the Federal Communications
Commission has introduced a comprehensive
strategy to promote United States leader-
ship in 5G technology, entitled ‘‘Facilitating
America’s Superiority in 5G Technology”’ (or
the “56G FAST Plan”);

Whereas a core component of the 5G FAST
Plan for the development and deployment of
5G technology in the United States is mak-
ing substantially more spectrum available,
including low-band, mid-band, and high-band
airwaves;

Whereas the Federal Communications
Commission is vested with authority to
make spectrum available for the commercial
marketplace; and

Whereas the failure of the United States
Government to present a unified position on
the appropriate policies for critical 5G spec-
trum bands, including the 24 gigahertz band,
at the World Radiocommunication Con-
ference 2019 (commonly referred to as ‘“WRC-
19”’) and to persuade allies to support that
position could lead to a decision that would
make those bands unusable for purposes of
5G  technology development, impeding
United States leadership and empowering
global rivals: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) deems it a national priority for the
United States to lead the world in the devel-
opment and deployment of fifth-generation
(commonly known as ‘‘6G’’) wireless tech-
nology;

(2) supports the efforts of the Federal Com-
munications Commission to make spectrum
available for the commercial marketplace;
and

(3) strongly urges all entities, including
Federal agencies, to work cooperatively with
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