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section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act
(22 U.S.C. 2776(c)) and published in the Con-
gressional Record on June 3, 2019: The pro-
posed transfer of defense articles, defense
services, and technical data to support the
export and integration of 60,000 FMU-152A/B
Joint Programmable Bomb Fuze systems
into the United Arab Emirates Armed Forces
General Headquarters’ fleet of the following
aircraft and associated weapons: F-16, Mi-
rage 2000, AT-802 Air Tractor and S2R-600
Archangel.

————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-

TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2020—MOTION TO PROCEED—Re-
sumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the unfinished busi-
ness.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to S. 1790, a bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2020 for
military activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and for de-
fense activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE
CALENDAR

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that at 1:45
p.m. today the Senate vote on the con-
firmation of the Baranwal nomination,
with all other provisions under the pre-
vious order remaining in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, yes-
terday I had a chance to sit down with
a group of my constituents visiting DC
from the Rio Grande Valley. For those
who have never been to the Rio Grande
Valley, I highly recommend a visit. It
is a beautiful region, a unique part of
our country, rich in culture and his-
tory and full of hard-working people
and businesses that fuel our State’s
and the Nation’s thriving economy. As
record numbers of people continue to
mass migrate across our southern bor-
der, it has become one of the most
heavily impacted areas in our country,
and it is working hard to manage the
growing humanitarian crisis.

Last month alone, 144,000 people were
detained coming across our border. It
was the largest monthly total since
2006. It only begins to paint the picture
of how challenging this mass migration
has become. The vast majority of the
people who crossed last month were ei-
ther unaccompanied children or fami-
lies, putting a strain on resources
across the border, particularly when it
comes to detention facilities.

It is no mistake that the human
smugglers, whom we call coyotes back
home, have figured out that if you can
smuggle an unaccompanied child or
family across the border, you vastly
improve the chances of successfully
placing them in the United States.
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That is because they understand our
laws better than many Members of
Congress do, and they know how to ex-
ploit them for their financial gain.

The detention facilities I referred to
a moment ago have been around a long
time—long before the current surge of
families and children began arriving at
our borders. They were built as short-
term detention facilities for single
adults. As trends have changed, the
men and women of Customs and Border
Protection have done everything in
their power to make these facilities
workable on an increasingly thin and
inadequate budget.

I want to pause for a moment to say
thank you to the men and women in
uniform who are providing around-the-
clock enforcement of our laws and pro-
viding quality and compassionate care
to the migrants in their custody. It is
a tough job. When you train to be a
Customs and Border Patrol agent, you
are not trained in child care, but that
is what many of them find themselves
doing—handing out juice boxes and dia-
pers and providing assistance to those
families as they seek to have their
claims for asylum adjudicated.

This is a tough job, and it is getting
tougher every day, particularly in the
Rio Grande Valley and along the bor-
der. Of the 144,000 crossings last month,
nearly 50,000 were apprehended in the
Rio Grande Valley, making it the most
heavily impacted of the entire border.

In fact, it should come as no surprise
that Texas is impacted more than any
other State because, of course, we
share a 1,200-mile common border with
Mexico. Two-thirds of the apprehen-
sions so far this fiscal year have oc-
curred in the Rio Grande Valley, El
Paso, or Del Rio sectors. As Federal re-
sources have rapidly depleted, Customs
and Border Protection officers and
agents have struggled to manage the
processing, care, and transportation of
these migrants, and local communities,
it should be no surprise, have stepped
in.

The Humanitarian Respite Center in
McAllen is one of several locations
working to care for the migrants and
has had its doors open for 5 years now.
In the summer of 2014, we saw then-un-
precedented numbers of Central Ameri-
cans, particularly children, arriving at
the border. This was back when Presi-
dent Obama called this a ‘“humani-
tarian and security crisis.” The scenes
were heartbreaking and spurred many
folks to action to try to offer their
help.

Sister Norma Pimentel is the execu-
tive director of Catholic Charities in
the Rio Grande Valley and led the cre-
ation of this respite center. Migrants
who are released by CBP or ICE and are
awaiting a court date are often dropped
off at the center by officers or agents
themselves. There they can get food, a
hot shower, a good night’s sleep, and
travel to wherever they are going to
await their court date.

There is certainly a need for this
type of assistance under the cir-
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cumstances, and it has been in exist-
ence only 5 years. The respite center
has helped more than 150,000 people and
continues its work as more peobple
cross the border each day.

The number of unaccompanied chil-
dren who illegally entered the United
States last month is higher than in any
other month since the 2014 surge that I
mentioned a moment ago. The weight
felt by those trying to provide assist-
ance is getting heavier and heavier. As
Federal resources dwindle, local com-
munities in the Rio Grande Valley and
along the entire Texas-Mexico border
have been filling the gaps, despite the
fact that, obviously, immigration and
the sovereignty of our borders are Fed-
eral responsibilities. In the absence of
Federal response, it is the State and
local communities that have had to
step up to help.

Like the respite center in McAllen,
these communities regularly provide
care, transportation, food, and shelter
for migrants in need. I believe this gen-
erosity shows the true Texas spirit and
helps illustrate how serious the prob-
lem has become and how desperately
additional Federal resources are need-

ed.

Thankfully, yesterday the Appropria-
tions Committee took action. The com-
mittee announced an agreement on a
border supplemental package that will
include humanitarian assistance need-
ed at the border. The nearly $4.6 billion
includes funding to support the mis-
sions of the Department of Health and
Human Services, which is providing
care for the record number of unaccom-
panied children who are arriving in the
United States. It also provides funding
for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, which is working to enforce our
laws and properly care for the adults
and families in their custody, as well
as the Departments of Justice and De-
fense. The hard-working men and
women in these Departments are work-
ing tirelessly to care for the migrants
in their custody, and I want to thank
each of them for working day in and
day out to enforce our laws. But, as I
mentioned, these are not the only folks
trying to provide support with minimal
support from the U.S. Government.

Earlier this month I sent a letter to
the chairman and ranking member of
both the Appropriations Committee
and the Homeland Security Sub-
committee, requesting that the funding
package include reimbursement for
local communities that helped carry
the weight of the humanitarian crisis.
NGOs, nongovernmental organizations,
like the respite center in McAllen are
trying to do more and more with less
and less. Cities and counties are divert-
ing hard-to-come-by taxpayer dollars
from their intended purposes, such as
public safety, power, and clean drink-
ing water, to do the job that is the re-
sponsibility of the Federal Govern-
ment. It is unfair for these folks to pay
for a humanitarian crisis that is not of
their making. I am glad to see the Ap-
propriations Committee taking some
action to right this wrong.
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The funding agreement yesterday in-
cludes $30 million available nationwide
for direct reimbursement for local gov-
ernments, States, and NGOs that have
spent millions of dollars to respond to
this crisis. Communities, both along
the border and throughout the State of
Texas, will be able to request reim-
bursement directly through local and
national boards of the Emergency Food
and Shelter Program at the Federal
Emergency Management Agency to
help lessen the financial burden they
have incurred over the past few
months.

I want to thank the chairman and
ranking member and all of our col-
leagues on the Appropriations Com-
mittee for supporting this effort to
help alleviate this strain on Texas
communities. The funding bill received
broad bipartisan support in the com-
mittee and passed by a vote of 30 to 1.
I hope we will soon have the oppor-
tunity to pass this important funding
bill here in the Senate. I encourage our
friends in the House to put politics
aside and do the same.

As happy as I am that the appropria-
tions committee has come up with this
additional money, this is still a matter
of treating the symptoms and not the
underlying cause. President Trump, in
his frustrations with congressional in-
action, threatened to impose addi-
tional tariffs on the nation of Mexico.
Fortunately, the negotiations that en-
sued came up with a plan for Mexico to
work with the United States to begin
to slow down or stop the flow of people
from Central America across Mexico
into the United States.

I have never seen anything quite like
that before in terms of our relationship
with Mexico. They have historically
tended to view immigration as our
problem, not theirs, as well as the drug
problem, because the demand in Amer-
ica is our problem and not theirs. This
really represents a change of attitude
on behalf of President Lopez Obrador’s
administration, and I want to con-
gratulate President Lopez Obrador and
his administration for working with
the United States to address a joint
problem. This is not just Mexico’s
problem. This is not just the problem
of the United States. This is our shared
challenge. Working together, I am con-
fident we can begin to address it.

Finally, I want to say that Congress
has largely been AWOL when it comes
to dealing with this humanitarian cri-
sis up to this point. A couple of months
ago, my colleague from the House of
Representatives, HENRY CUELLAR, a
Democrat from Laredo, TX, and I in-
troduced a bill we called the HUMANE
Act, which would fix some of the gaps
in our laws that are being exploited by
the human smugglers and are causing
this humanitarian crisis in this huge
flood of humanity coming into the
United States.

If Congress would accept its responsi-
bility and do its job, it would never
have been necessary for the President
to threaten additional tariffs on Mex-
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ico, forcing this diplomatic negotia-
tion. I am glad it resulted in a good
and positive outcome, that negotia-
tion, but the fault ultimately lies with
Congress for not taking up and debat-
ing and voting on bipartisan legislation
like the HUMANE Act that has been
introduced in the Senate and in the
House.

I will say that Chairman GRAHAM of
the Judiciary Committee has been fo-
cused like a laser on this issue. We
were scheduled to mark up a bill today
in the Judiciary Committee that I be-
lieve would incorporate many provi-
sions of the HUMANE Act as part of a
bill which would, I believe, address this
humanitarian pull factor because of ex-
ploitation of those gaps in our asylum
laws. That now has been postponed, but
I hope the discussions will continue be-
cause, ultimately, this is a matter of
congressional responsibility. We can be
glad that the Appropriations Com-
mittee stepped up and provided addi-
tional resources, including this $30 mil-
lion in reimbursement for local com-
munities. We can be glad that Mexico
and the United States are finally now
working together on this shared chal-
lenge, but ultimately, if we are going
to address not just the symptoms but
the causes of this humanitarian crisis,
it is up to Congress. I believe the
American people will ultimately hold
us accountable, as they should.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). The Senator from Delaware.

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GI BILL

Mr. CARPER. Madam President, this
Saturday is June 22. It is not just any
June 22. It marks 75 years to the day
that Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed
into law one of the most significant
pieces of legislation in our Nation’s
history. It was called, and is called, the
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944.
We know it today as the GI bill.

Since 1944, the GI bill has helped lit-
erally millions of not just servicemen
but a lot of servicewomen. When you
look at our Armed Forces today, there
are a lot of servicewomen who serve in
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
Corps, and in the Coast Guard. I re-
member being a midshipman at the
Ohio State Navy ROTC in the 1960s,
and we had no women in our unit.
There were no women in any ROTC
unit in colleges across the country, as
far as I know. There were no women
who were nominated to attend armed
service academies—the Naval Acad-
emy, Air Force Academy, Merchant
Marine Academy. None of them had
women. I got to my squadron on the
west coast during the Vietnam war,
and we had about 300 men in my squad-
ron. About 10 percent were officers.
The others were enlisted men. We had
no women in my squadron.

All that has changed. When you go to
any college that has a ROTC unit
today, they are allowing women in. In
the academies, you find women. In my
old squadron, we find women. They are
not just E-1s, E-2s, and E-3s; they are
0-4s, O-bs, O-6s, and they are doing a
great job. The GI bill is for them too.
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Since 1944, the GI bill has helped mil-
lions of World War II veterans purchase
a home, pay for a higher education or
obtain job training and, in turn, trans-
formed our Nation’s economy.

Our Presiding Officer, who has served
our country in uniform, knows of what
I speak. I was just off of Active Duty at
the end of the Vietnam war and in
Delaware when I finished up my MBA,
which is financed in part by the GI bill.
I had scraped enough money together
to buy a house. I think it cost about
$35,000. I didn’t have $35,000, but with
the help of the GI bill, I was able to get
a mortgage and buy my first home, all
those years ago.

In the years since World War II, the
GI bill has continued to change the
lives of millions of veterans by spur-
ring economic opportunity and helping
to create the middle class as we know
it today. That is why earlier this week
I was proud to reintroduce a bipartisan
resolution in the Senate, alongside my
colleagues Senators JOHNNY ISAKSON of
Georgia and JON TESTER of Montana.
They are the chair and ranking mem-
ber of the Senate Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, which designates this
week as National GI Bill Commemora-
tion Week, celebrating the historical
significance of the GI bill and renewing
our commitment to improving the
lives of our Nation’s veterans for years
to come.

I want to share with you a couple of
reasons why the GI bill is oftentimes
referred to as the ‘‘greatest legisla-
tion” and share with you how it
changed my life and really the life of
my family.

After World War II, millions of re-
turning veterans flooded our Nation’s
colleges, our universities, and our vo-
cational schools. It was the GI bill that
made financial support, education, and
homegrown programs available to
those 16 million veterans returning
home and helped to usher in an era of
unprecedented economic expansion.

According to the 1988 report from the
Joint Economic Committee, it was es-
timated that for every $1 the United
States invested in our GIs through the
GI bill, about $7 were returned in eco-
nomic growth for our country.

I am going to say that again. Accord-
ing to the Joint Economic Committee
in 1988, it was estimated, for every $1
the United States invested in the GI
bill, about $7 were returned to our
economy. It is a pretty good return.

Those are big returns. I wish I could
say for every dollar we invested in Fed-
eral Government spending that we got
seven bucks back, in terms of economic
growth. We don’t. So this is something
to know.

Thanks to the original GI bill, 450,000
engineers, 240,000 accountants, 238,000
teachers, 91,000 scientists, 67,000 doc-
tors, 112,000 dentists, and thousands of
other professionals entered our coun-
try’s workforce, and many folks en-
tered the workforce with gskills in
building trades, in assembly oper-
ations. You name it.
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The GI bill truly democratized our
higher education system. It established
greater citizenship and civic participa-
tion and empowered the ‘‘greatest gen-
eration”—my parents’ generation—to
lead our country following World War
II1.

At the end of World War II, my dad
was the chief petty officer in the Navy
and served until the end of World War
IT and a little bit after that and served
many years after that as a chief petty
officer in the naval reserve for, I think,
30 years in all. He came back. Before he
went to work, he took advantage of the
GI bill, and he had a real knack for fix-
ing things and building things. He was
very skilled in that regard. He had a
high school education. He and my mom
graduated from Shady Springs High
School in Beaver, WV. They were mar-
ried during World War II. My sister was
born in 1945, and I was born in 1947. My
dad used the GI bill, he once told me,
to learn how to fix wrecked cars, how
to be an auto body repairman. He
ended up working at an Oldsmobile
dealership in Beckley, WV, Burleson
Oldsmobile, using the skills he gained
from the GI bill. He worked there for a
year or two. One day, a claims adjuster
came in from the Nationwide Insurance
company. Nationwide insured a car
that was being repaired by my dad. The
claims adjuster talked to my dad about
the car and how it was coming. Some-
where in that conversation, the fellow
from Nationwide Insurance said: You
know, you could do what I do.

My dad said: You mean be a claims
adjuster for Nationwide Insurance?

The guy said: Yes, you could do this.
You have a lot on the ball.

Two years later, my father was a
claims adjuster for Nationwide Insur-
ance. He continued to repair wrecked
cars as a hobby. We had any number of
cars in our family that looked as good
as new. He would take them on week-
ends and went to a garage and fixed
them, painted them, and they were as
good as new.

Out of that humble beginning as a
claims adjuster for Nationwide Insur-
ance—he was very proud of the work he
did, but he ended up 20, 25 years later
as one of the top instructors for Na-
tionwide in their home office in Colum-
bus, OH, teaching all the claims adjust-
ers from across the country for Nation-
wide how to do the job adjusting
claims, working on claims.

Here is a picture of my dad, Wallace
Richard Carper. He went by Richard,
his middle name, my middle name. He
instructed a bunch of folks in the home
office in the training school in Colum-
bus, OH. Here he is with some of his
compadres, some of the fellow teachers
whom he worked with. It started with
the GI bill.

I know people who used the GI bill to
get an undergraduate degree or 2-year
degree, associate’s degree, a master’s
degree, a Ph.D. Not everybody used the
GI bill for that. My father used it in a
way that actually ended up enabling
him to not only get a good blue-collar
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job but also actually to end up doing
this kind of work as well. I am proud of
him and thankful to the GI bill for
helping him get started and serve as a
role model for my sister and me.

My own career, I served 5 years on
Active Duty as a midshipman, before
that at Ohio State, and served 5 years
in the Vietnam war, three tours in
Southeast Asia. I wanted to stay in the
Navy. I wanted to go to graduate
school after my career. The Navy
wasn’t ready to send me to Monterey. I
wanted to go to Monterey to graduate
school. The Navy wasn’t ready to send
me to a postgraduate school. They said
to come back and talk to them in a
couple of years.

I wanted to go to graduate school. I
entered my regular commission, took a
Reserve commission, and moved from
California to Delaware—the University
of Delaware—and enrolled on the GI
bill to go to graduate school.

The next weekend, after I showed up
in Delaware, I drove up the road to Wil-
low Grove Naval Air Station in Penn-
sylvania, north of Philadelphia, and
they were just getting the Navy P-3
aircraft. I had been a P-3 aircraft mis-
sion commander during the Vietnam
war. I said: Are you looking for people
who might help train these sailors at
Willow Grove on how to use these P-3
airplanes?

He said: We need somebody. We need
some help, and we are were happy to
sign you up.

I flew with them for another 18 years
and retired as a Navy captain.

Before I did those 18 years, I went to
graduate school at the University of
Delaware and earned an MBA, and that
helped me go to work for the State of
Delaware in economic development,
right out of graduate school, and later
had a chance to run for the State treas-
urer. Nobody wanted to run. In know-
ing I had an MBA from the University
of Delaware, some people thought
maybe I could be a pretty good State
treasurer. We ended up starting with
the worst credit rating in the country
back in 1977, and 6 years later, we had
doubled the credit rating. Pete du Pont
was our Governor, and he was a great
Governor.

I hope I helped a little bit along the
way. That GI bill helped me in earning
my MBA and, later, to have had a
chance to have served in the House,
then as Governor, and now here in the
Senate. So I am deeply grateful to the
people of this country for investing in
me. I tried to work hard to repay that
investment they made in me all those
years ago.

Today’s veterans can take advantage
of the post-9/11 GI bill. It is an incred-
ible benefit that pays the full cost of
tuition at public colleges and univer-
sities, offers a generous housing allow-
ance, and pays for books. It can even be
transferred to veterans’ spouses or
children.

In 2017, T was proud when Congress
enacted the Forever GI bill—legisla-
tion that expanded the GI bill and
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strengthened the protection for our
veterans, for Purple Heart recipients,
for National Guard reservists, and for
surviving spouses and children.

About 2 or 3 weeks ago, we had a
send-off ceremony in the Delaware Na-
tional Guard facility in Smyrna, DE,
which is just north of Dover. There
were 20 or so National Guard men and
women. They were about to ship off for
Iraq and other surrounding countries
in that part of the world.

In my remarks to send them off and
wish them well, I mentioned, when
they come home, they will be eligible
for the GI bill if they have a total of 36
months of service, which will enable
them to go to college for free—to the
University of Delaware, to Delaware
State University, or to the Delaware
Technical Community College. There
will be no tuition, and books will be
paid for. If they need tutoring, it will
be paid for, and they will receive a
$2,000-a-month housing allowance.

When we came back from Southeast
Asia at the end of the Vietnam war, in
the GI bill, we received a $250-a-month
allowance for everything. That was it.
It was all there. The GI bill that our
veterans inherit today, receive today,
is just incredibly generous and is, actu-
ally, very helpful in terms of recruiting
people to serve in an all-volunteer
military.

One of the aspects of the bill that I
mentioned a minute ago was, if a GI
doesn’t use his or her GI bill, his or her
spouse can use it. If his or her spouse
doesn’t use it, his or her dependent
children can use it. Sometimes that
happens, and I want to share one sad
but, in the end, hopeful story about one
servicemember’s GI benefits.

His name was Christopher Slutman.
He grew up not too far from Delaware,
but he ended up serving in New York
City as a fireman and had been one for
15 years. In the words of Winston
Churchill, he was twice a citizen be-
cause, in addition to doing that, he
served in the Reserves for a number of
years—not in the Navy but in the Ma-
rines.

His unit was activated. He was acti-
vated, and he ended up in Afghanistan
on Active Duty. He took leave from his
day job as a firefighter in New York
City to put on a different uniform and
ship out with his colleagues to go to
Afghanistan. He was serving there on
Active Duty—a marine reservist acti-
vated—when, one day while on patrol
within the Humvee, they ran across a
bomb that exploded and killed him,
Christopher Slutman, and killed two
other marines who were in the vehicle.

Along with CHRIS COONS, my col-
league here in the Senate; LISA BLUNT
ROCHESTER, our only Representative at
large of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives; our Governor, John Carney; the
Secretary of Defense; the head of the
Marine Corps; and a lot of other people,
several days later, I stood on the flight
line at Dover Air Force Base with the
families of those three marines who
died.



S4148

One of the people among the three
families was Christopher Slutman’s
now widow. Shannon Metcalf Slutman
was there, who has earned three de-
grees herself—her undergraduate from
the University of Delaware, a master’s
degree, and a doctorate degree—and
her three daughters were not. I think it
was late at night. They were probably
at home and probably in bed.

When Christopher Slutman died, he
left behind a widow, and he left behind
three little girls, ages 4, 8, and 10. His
wife doesn’t need to go to school any
further. She is educated well beyond
my dreams. Do you know what,
though? They have three daughters,
and we are going to make sure, when
they are old enough to go to college,
they will be able to inherit and use the
GI bill’s benefits that their father and
their mother will never use.

A lot of times, we think about what
the GI bill does to help servicemembers
like me and like my dad, but it also
helps a lot of families in ways we,
maybe, never imagined. So I think we
celebrate 75 years of the gift that this
legislation provides to those survivors,
like to the three Slutman girls, as they
prepare to face the world without their
father.

In closing, I am proud to join fami-
lies across our country today in cele-
bration of the importance of the GI bill
over the last three-quarters of a cen-
tury. It has enabled hundreds of thou-
sands of veterans, including, as I said
earlier, my dad and me, to pursue our
dreams and to, hopefully, contribute in
some way to our Nation and to our
economy. This week, we reaffirm our
commitment to making sure that all
veterans today have similar experi-
ences—maybe even Dbetter experi-
ences—than we had and that they get
the most out of their hard-earned GI
bill benefits.

I ask all of my colleagues to join us
today, here in this Chamber and across
the country, in wishing the GI bill a
happy 75th birthday. Here is to another
75 years of improving the lives of our
Nation’s veterans.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

TRIBUTE TO BILLY PAYNE

Mr. PERDUE. Mr. President, I rise to
do something I rarely do. To start, I
want to talk about a very special Geor-
gian and a good friend of mine—a man
by the name of Billy Payne. Billy is a
husband, a father, a grandfather, a
great Georgian, and, yes, a great Amer-
ican. Recently, he was one of five indi-
viduals to be inducted into the 2019
World Golf Hall of Fame. It is quite an
honor. Billy Payne is a riveting story-
teller, a creative thinker, and an effec-
tive leader.

Golf Magazine once wrote: ‘“Wherever
he goes, Payne is the most interesting
person in the room.”

Billy was born in Athens, GA, and he
went on to play football for his home-
town team, the Georgia Bulldogs. He
earned a law degree from the Univer-
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sity of Georgia and went on to open a
small practice in Atlanta.

After helping to raise money for a
new sanctuary at their church, Billy
and Martha, his wife, were inspired and
started looking for ways to make a dif-
ference in their community. The day
after the new sanctuary was dedicated,
Billy Payne came home from work and
said to Martha: I've got it—we’re going
to bring the Olympics to Atlanta. Billy
was undaunted by the magnitude of
this decision.

He didn’t have many connections at
the time, but he called up city and
State officials and formed a team to
make a bid to host the 1996 Olympic
Games. Billy spent the next 3% years
personally traveling to 110 countries to
convince Olympic officials to bring the
games to the city of Atlanta. On Sep-
tember 18, 1990, Atlanta won the bid for
the 1996 Olympics all because of Billy
Payne’s leadership and his vision for
the city.

The 1996 Olympics put Atlanta on the
world map. It transformed the city and
allowed us to build infrastructure that
later helped Georgia to become the No.
1 State in the country in which to do
business. To this very day, my alma
mater, Georgia Tech, actually uses dor-
mitories that were built to house the
athletes in the 1996 Olympics in At-
lanta.

After serving as President and CEO
of the Atlanta Committee for the
Olympic Games, Billy was invited to
join Augusta National. In a very short
period of time—actually, in 2006—he
was selected to be the club’s chairman,
which is a role he served in for 11
years. Billy oversaw the Masters Tour-
nament and turned it into a global
brand with worldwide reach. When
Billy took over at Augusta National,
the club’s membership was all male.
Under his leadership, Augusta National
broke the gender barrier and allowed
women to join the club for the very
first time.

He also started two major amateur
events—the Latin America Amateur
and the Asia-Pacific Amateur. The
winners of these tournaments are in-
vited to play in the Masters each year.
As a result, young people from all over
the world now have a chance to actu-
ally compete in the Masters every
year.
In 2014, Billy launched the Drive,
Chip & Putt Championship—a junior
golf competition that gives 7- to 15-
year-olds the opportunity to develop
their golf skills, to compete with their
peers, and to earn the opportunity to
actually play and compete at the Au-
gusta National on the Sunday before
the Masters. I have seen this. It is an
exciting event to see these young peo-
ple compete at the very home of the
Masters.

Probably the greatest achievement,
however, for amateur golf may have
been this year’s first Augusta National
Women’s Amateur tournament. When
the final pair walked onto the 18th
green arm in arm—one the winner, the
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other the runner-up, two women, arm
in arm, cheering each other—it was a
highlight in amateur sports. In my
opinion, Bobby Jones, who is the hero
of amateur sports in America, was in
Heaven and probably stood up and
cheered.

Finally, Billy had a hand in naming
his alma mater’s football field, Sanford
Stadium, after his coach at the Univer-
sity of Georgia, Vince Dooley. Last
month, the university’s athletic board
approved the name change, and now
the field is officially known as Dooley
Field at Sanford Stadium.

I would be remiss if I didn’t say ‘“‘Go
Dogs’ this morning.

Clearly, Billy Payne’s impact on
Georgia and the entire country is hard
to measure, but I want to tell you a
story that really tells the true heart of
this leader from our State.

After he announced his retirement
from being the chairman of Augusta
National, he was at a private dinner
and was asked by no less than Bret
Baier what he was going to miss the
most. Without hesitation, Billy said,
“The people.” Well, those of us at the
table thought he might have been talk-
ing about the members, but he wasn’t.
He was talking about the employees at
Augusta National. Its employees have
been there for their entire careers, and
they adore this man because he loves
them. He treated them right, and he
built their careers there.

His tenacious spirit, his love for hu-
mankind, and his steadfast leadership
serve as an inspiration to us all. I
thank Billy Payne for his lifetime of
service to the State of Georgia and to
the United States, and I congratulate
him, his wife, and their kids on this in-
duction into the World Golf Hall of
Fame.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. President, on another topic,
there is a growing crisis at our south-
ern border, and we are told, next week,
we are actually going to vote on an ap-
propriations package for humanitarian
aid at the southern border.

Recently, I and a colleague of mine,
Senator STEVE DAINES of Montana,
traveled down to the McAllen sector of
the border in Texas. We went out on
patrol overnight with the Customs and
Border Patrol agents—we were out all
night with them—and then went on pa-
trol in the early morning hours just as
dawn broke on the river. We saw first-
hand that we don’t have just an illegal
immigration problem—we have a na-
tional security crisis right there at our
southern border.

My biggest takeaway was that the
drug trafficking down there has now
risen to being a full-blown crisis. Be-
tween fiscal year 1997 and fiscal year
2018, the CBP saw a 22-percent increase
in heroin, a 38-percent increase in
meth, and a 73-percent increase in
fentanyl seizures. In that year alone,
fiscal year 2018, enough fentanyl was
brought into the country illegally to
kill every woman, man, and child in
America. The Border Patrol agents we
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spoke to estimated that they are only
able to interdict between 7 and 10 per-
cent, however, of the drugs that actu-
ally cross the border in the McAllen
sector. That is a crisis. If for no other
reason, we have a crisis.

In addition, the amount of human
trafficking we are seeing at the border
is unprecedented. Last month alone,
144,000 individuals were apprehended at
our southern border. This is the high-
est number of apprehensions in over 13
years.

In just the first 8 months of the fiscal
year, 411,000 unaccompanied children
and family units were apprehended at
our southern border, including 84,000
family units and 11,000 unaccompanied
children, just last month—11,000 unac-
companied children. How does an unac-
companied child get all the way from
Honduras or Guatemala to our border?

This is a conspiracy led by the car-
tels. I have seen it firsthand. We heard
the gunfire across the river the night
we were on patrol. It is real.

If this trend continues, 800,000 chil-
dren and families could be apprehended
at the southern border by the end of
this fiscal year alone. To put that in
perspective, we issue 1.1 million legal
green cards a year that are a pathway
to citizenship. This year alone, just the
family units alone could be 800,000 peo-
ple apprehended at the southern bor-
der. Clearly, our Border Patrol agents
are overwhelmed.

When an unaccompanied child arrives
at the border, they are cared for by
Border Patrol agents until they can be
placed in the care of the Department of
Health and Human Services. However,
the number of children arriving today
greatly exceeds HHS’s capacity to deal
with them.

As of last week, 1,900 unaccompanied
children were in CBP custody awaiting
placement in HHS’s care. But Health
and Human Services had less than 700
beds in which to place them.

Now, according to the Department of
Homeland Security, Border Patrol
agents are spending more than half of
their time caring for families and chil-
dren, providing medical assistance,
driving buses, and acting as food serv-
ice workers instead of performing law
enforcement duties.

Pulling Border Patrol agents away
from their law enforcement duties only
exacerbates the crisis at the border. We
saw that firsthand on our overnight pa-
trols.

The Acting Commissioner of CBP
said recently: “We are in a full-blown
emergency, and I cannot say this any
stronger: the system is broken.”’

On May 1, the Trump administration
requested $4.5 billion in funds to help
address the growing crisis at the bor-
der. At the time, we were debating dis-
aster relief for my home State of Geor-
gia and a dozen other States across the
country.

On May 23, President Trump broke
the logjam and agreed to separate bor-
der humanitarian aid from the disaster
relief question and it allowed us, then,
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within hours on this floor, to pass the
disaster relief bill. Now we have to do
the same thing for this humanitarian
aid to the border.

Meanwhile, the humanitarian crisis
at the southern border has only contin-
ued to escalate, and we have to do
something about it right now.

This week, Health and Human Serv-
ices and the Department of Homeland
Security sent a letter to every Member
of Congress. It said: ‘“‘Absent an emer-
gency appropriation, we anticipate
running out of funding as soon as later
this month.”

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity has already started pulling re-
sources away from critical missions in
order to try and keep up with this
surge of human traffic. Without addi-
tional funds by August, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security says they
will have to redirect manpower and
funding from TSA, FEMA, and the
Coast Guard in order to address the cri-
sis at the border.

The Acting Director of ICE just re-
cently said: ‘“We are begging. We are
asking Congress to please help us.”

This should not be a political issue. I
am hoping that it will not be. This is
about giving Federal agents the re-
sources they need to care for children
and families in their custody and re-
spond to this crisis situation.

Even the New York Times editorial
board said this: ‘‘Congress, give Trump
his border money.” That is the New
York Times, not a big fan of our Presi-
dent.

The Senate will vote on this emer-
gency funding next week, and I hope it
will receive bipartisan support. It abso-
lutely should. Going forward, we have
to address the underlying cause of this
crisis, however.

Since 2014, the number of unaccom-
panied children and family units arriv-
ing at the southern border has sky-
rocketed because of loopholes in our
asylum and immigration laws. Minors
and family units can easily assert
broad and unspecific asylum claims.
Then, they are released into the United
States while they await formal re-
moval proceedings, which could be
months or years down the road.

These loopholes, combined with pro-
grams like the DACA Program, have
led to a staggering increase in the
number of unaccompanied children and
family units arriving at our border.

Oftentimes, these kids and families
are exploited by cartels on their jour-
ney to the United States and are in
dire need of human services by the
time they get here. It is truly heart-
breaking what some of these people go
through. These cartels profit off the
most vulnerable. They fuel the drug
trade and endanger communities across
our country—indeed, the world, for
that matter. We have to put the cartels
out of business. We have to close these
loopholes that encourage illegal immi-
gration into our country.

Finally, we have to give the Border
Patrol officers the tools they need to
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do their jobs and protect our country.
This means more technology, more per-
sonnel, and more barriers.

In conclusion, I want to say thank
you to the women and men who protect
our border. Their job isn’t easy, but I
will say this today: The best—and I
mean the very best—are in our mili-
tary uniforms around the world and
doing our business, they are our Border
Patrol people, who are protecting our
border every day and night on our
southern border here in the United
States. We appreciate what you all do.
God bless you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CUYAHOGA RIVER

BURNING

Mr. BROWN. Fifty years ago this
Saturday, in Cleveland, OH, about 7
miles from where my wife and I now
live, sparks from a railcar traveling
over the Cuyahoga River near Lake
Erie ignited debris in the water below,
lighting our river on fire for what
would be the last time. It wasn’t the
first time the river had burned. It
wasn’t the biggest fire ever on the
river, but it surely had the most im-
pact.

Soon after that fire, Time magazine
published a story calling the Cuyahoga
River one of the worst rivers in the
country. It was hard even for us who
live in Ohio to argue otherwise.

I remember how polluted the river
was and the lake was when I was grow-
ing up. Even to a child, it was obvious
that most of what was in the river
didn’t belong in that river. Industry
used the river as an open sewer, and oil
coated the Cuyahoga River.

We knew that for generations Ohio’s
industry powered our country, making
the steel that won our wars, built our
skyscrapers, and went into the cars
and trucks that carried our products
and workers around the country. But
our river—the Cuyahoga River—paid
the price.

The city’s own wastewater system
was outdated and ill-equipped for what
was then America’s tenth largest city.
Americans were horrified by the scenes
of that burning river. It was a wake-up
call to people all over our great coun-
try that industrial pollution had real
costs.

People were becoming more and more
aware of the scope of our environ-
mental problems—polluted air, dirty
rivers and lakes, oil spills off our
coasts.

Citizens woke up. Citizens demanded
that their government take action. Our
mayor in Cleveland, Carl Stokes,
helped to lead the charge, pressing this
Congress for Federal help.

Congress passed the Clean Water Act
and the Clean Air Act. Congress cre-
ated the Environmental Protection
Agency. The country celebrated the
first Earth Day, and we made real
progress.

The city of Cleveland, the State of
Ohio, and citizen activists transformed



S4150

the Cuyahoga River Valley. Represent-
atives Ralph Regula, a Republican, and
John Seiberling, a Democrat, led ef-
forts to create the Cuyahoga Valley
National Recreation Area, which later
became the Cuyahoga Valley National
Park.

Think of that. There aren’t that
many national parks east of the Mis-
sissippi River—a national park in the
Cuyahoga River Valley.

Today our river is home to more than
60 species of fish. Families canoe and
kayak and fish. The industrial river
valley in downtown Cleveland, what we
call the Flats, has been transformed
into a center for recreation entertain-
ment.

NPR this week said that the cleanup
“‘has been such a success that environ-
mental officials travel from around the
world to take notes.”

All the cleanup we have done has not
hurt our economy—far from it. We
know the talking points. We hear from
lobbyists in this building. We know the
talking points we hear from corpora-
tions. They say that environmental
protections hurt businesses and kill
jobs.

The Cuyahoga proves them 180 de-
grees wrong. The river transports mil-
lions of tons of materials to and from
local industries and supports 15,000
jobs. It produces $1.7 billion in eco-
nomic activity.

For all that progress, more needs to
be done. Last week, I was on the shores
of Lake Erie and held a roundtable
with Ohioans who love this lake. They
told me they are worried that after 50
years of progress on the Cuyahoga and
across Lake Erie, the shallowest and
most vulnerable of the Great Lakes, we
are at risk of going backward. The lake
is threatened by harmful algal blooms
and by climate change. I thank Sen-
ator WHITEHOUSE for being the most
important Member of this Senate talk-
ing about that issue every day, every
day, every day. The lake is threatened
by invasive species, and it is threat-
ened by emerging contaminants that
are in our drinking water.

Unfortunately, we have a President
and an administration that deny cli-
mate science and that yesterday,
again, with their announcement, want
to give polluters free rein.

The President has tried every year to
gut the Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative, which keeps our five Great
Lakes clean. Every single year the
President has tried to do that. His EPA
proposes leaving thousands of miles of
waterways unprotected. They have
abandoned the Paris Agreement—the
best blueprint we have to combat cli-
mate change.

Having watched for 50 years, first as
a young child, then, having seen what
has happened, having watched for 50
years the cleanup of this great lake
and the waterways in my State, which
is still an industrial State and still an
agriculture State, I know we can’t go
back. We can’t let our country return
to the days when our rivers flowed with
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trash, sewage, and industrial waste,
and our air and water made our chil-
dren sick.

We can’t ignore climate change, one
of the great moral issues of our time.

Let’s honor this 50th anniversary by
committing ourselves to trusting our
scientists, protecting our lakes and riv-
ers, taking action to preserve our coun-
try for our children and our grand-
children before it is too late.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, it
is my great honor to join Senator
BROWN of Ohio here on this 50th anni-
versary.

The image of a river aflame is en-
graved in our collective memory. For
Ohioans, for Senator BROWN, and for all
others who care about our water and
environment, the Cuyahoga River re-
mains a rallying cry.

Time magazine ran a piece in 1969
calling it this: ‘“‘Chocolate brown, oily,
bubbling with subsurface gasses, it
oozes rather than flows.”

No fish lived in it. It was too dan-
gerous for drinking or swimming.

“The lower Cuyahoga has no visual
signs of life, not even low forms such as
leeches and sludge worms that usually
thrive on wastes,”” a Federal report
said.

Virginia Aveni, captain of a vessel
charged with cleaning up, told the
Plain Dealer that the river ‘“was a
complete gel almost of petrochemi-
cals.” There was a ‘‘sheen and thick-
ness of the river . . . . it was totally
jammed with downfall from upstream”
and had ‘“‘every kind of litter you can
imagine.”

Today, waterfowl are back, and pad-
dlers enjoy themselves. It has been
named River of the Year for 2019. Fish
from the river are now safe to eat. A
river that inspired a generation to act
in the name of our environment has re-
warded that effort.

By the time a spark jumped off a
nearby passing train and lit the river
on fire in 1969, it was no surprise. The
river had burst into flames 13 times be-
fore between 1868 and 1969. This is the
most economically damaging fire, in
1952, which cost over $1.3 million—$12
million in today’s dollars.

An earlier fire in 1912 was the dead-
liest, killing 5 people.

What was different this time? Amer-
ica paid attention.

Of course the Cuyahoga was not our
only polluted waterway. The Potomac
River in Washington, DC, was, to de-
scribe it in Time’s words ‘‘stinking
from the 240 million gallons of waste
[that] were flushed into it daily,” and
““Omaha’s meatpackers [filled] the Mis-
souri River with animal grease balls as
big as oranges.”’

Americans wised up to what we were
doing to our planet. We grew tired of
unchecked industries using our com-
mon assets as their dumps, and things
changed. It produced some of the most
significant environmental and public
health protections in history: the De-
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cember 1970 establishment of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the 1972
amendments to the Clean Water Act,
the Clean Air Act, the Lead-Based
Paint Poisoning Prevention Act, the
Ocean Dumping Act, the Safe Drinking
Water Act, the Resources Conservation
and Recovery Act, and the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act. And, of course,
there was the big one—the National
Environmental Policy Act.

Each one had broad popular support.
Each garnered bipartisan support. It is
hard to imagine that today, but it hap-
pened.

The American people have made
hard-earned progress protecting our
waters in the last 50 years. We want to
swim in our lakes. We want to fish in
our rivers. We want to drink from our
streams.

We do not want to go back to the
days when rivers oozed, but the Trump
administration has the clear aim of al-
lowing industry donors to pollute more
and faster.

The price for this is paid in our riv-
ers, on our lands, in our oceans, and in
our climate. Right now, in our atmos-
phere and oceans, we are approaching
the kind of environmental catastrophe
that befell the Cuyahoga, only mag-
nified many times over.

Let’s ensure that the Cuyahoga did
not burn in vain and that the lessons of
the Cuyahoga River, Love Canal, Deep-
water Horizon, and other preventable
disasters are not repeated by us, now
on a global scale. We took bipartisan
action to protect our environment be-
fore. If we can break the devil’s grip on
the fossil fuel industry here, we can do
it again.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

CHANGE OF VOTE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, on
rollcall vote 176, I voted nay. It was my
intention to vote yea. I ask unanimous
consent that I be permitted to correct
my vote since it will not affect the out-
come.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
yield the floor.

NOMINATION OF RITA BARANWAL

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
have come to the floor to speak in sup-
port of the nomination of Dr. Rita
Baranwal to be Assistant Secretary for
Nuclear Energy at the Department of
Energy. Dr. Baranwal was reported
from the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee without opposition
in both the 115th and 116th Congresses,
and I am glad we will vote to confirm
her today.

Over the past several years, the
United States has lost influence in nu-
clear energy to countries like Russia
and China. That is not a positive devel-
opment, but advanced nuclear tech-
nologies have the potential to reposi-
tion the United States as a leader in
the world market.

To achieve that, we will need strong,
experienced, and consistent leadership
at the Department of Energy. Dr.
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Baranwal’s experience as the director
of the Gateway for Accelerated Innova-
tion in Nuclear, also referred to as
GAIN, provides her with an informed
perspective to push forward the re-
search, development, and deployment
of advanced reactor technologies.

Congress began to demonstrate its
strong support for advanced nuclear
through the enactment of two bills in
the last Congress, the Nuclear Energy
Innovation Capabilities Act and the
Nuclear Energy Innovation and Mod-
ernization Act. These new laws are in-
tended to facilitate reactor develop-
ment and streamline the licensing
process at the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

In addition, legislation I have spon-
sored, the Nuclear Energy Leadership
Act, has garnered 17 bipartisan cospon-
sors in this new Congress. Our bill pro-
vides for the next steps on advanced
nuclear technologies, including the
need to ensure high-assay, low-en-
riched uranium fuel is available for
them.

We need a strong leader in the Office
of Nuclear Energy, someone who recog-
nizes the potential of these tech-
nologies, who will move forward so
that we can realize that potential and
who will work to restore the United
States’ leadership in nuclear energy. I
appreciate Dr. Baranwal’s willingness
to serve in this role and urge my col-
leagues to support her nomination.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Rita Baranwal, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (Nuclear Energy).

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS), and the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. TOOMEY).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), and the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 86,
nays b5, as follows:

The
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[Rollcall Vote No. 180 Ex.]

YEAS—86
Alexander Fischer Perdue
Baldwin Gardner Peters
Barrasso Graham Portman
Bennet Grassley Reed
Blackburn Hassan Risch
Blumenthal Hawley Roberts
Blunt Hginrich Romney
Boozman Hirono Rubio
Braun Hoeven Sasse
Brown Hyde-Smith Schumer
Burr Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cantwell Isakson Scott (SC)
Capito Johnson Shaheen
Cardin Jones Shelb
Carper Kaine . &by
Casey Kennedy Smgma
Collins King Smith
Coons Lankford Stabenow
Cornyn Leahy Sullivan
Cotton Lee Tester
Cramer Manchin Thune
Crapo McConnell Tillis
Cruz McSally Udall
Daines Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murkowski Whitehouse
Enzi Murphy Wicker
Ernst Murray Wyden
Feinstein Paul Young

NAYS—5
Cortez Masto Rosen Warren
Markey Schatz

NOT VOTING—9

Booker Harris Rounds
Cassidy Klobuchar Sanders
Gillibrand Moran Toomey

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

——————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 88, 90, 92, 93, 334,
195, 196, 197, and 287.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Seth Daniel
Appleton, of Missouri, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development; Dino Falaschetti, of
Montana, to be Director, Office of Fi-
nancial Research, Department of the
Treasury, for a term of six years; Rob-
ert Hunter Kurtz, of Virginia, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development; Bimal Patel, of
Georgia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury; Allison Herren Lee, of
Colorado, to be a Member of the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission for a
term expiring June 5, 2022; Keith
Krach, of California, to be an Under
Secretary of State (Economic Growth,
Energy, and the Environment); Keith
Krach, of California, to be TUnited
States Alternate Governor of the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and
Development; Keith Krach, of Cali-
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fornia, to be United States Alternate
Governor of the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development for a
term of five years; United States Alter-
nate Governor of the Inter-American
Development Bank for a term of five
years; Jeffrey L. Eberhardt, of Wis-
consin, a Career Member of the Senior
Executive Service, to be Special Rep-
resentative of the President for Nu-
clear Nonproliferation, with the rank
of Ambassador.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate vote on the
nominations en bloc with no inter-
vening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table en bloc; that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; that no further motions be in
order; and that any statements relat-
ing to the nominations be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Appleton,
Falaschetti, Kurtz, Patel, Lee, Krach,
Krach, Krach, and Eberhardt nomina-
tions en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2020—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate resume legis-
lative session on the motion to proceed
to S. 1790. I further ask that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the postcloture
time on S. 1790 expire at 5:30 p.m. on
Monday, June 24.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Ohio.

(The remarks of Mr. PORTMAN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1925
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. PORTMAN. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

CLEAN POWER PLAN

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, earlier
this week, the Trump administration,
through the EPA Administrator, An-
drew Wheeler, issued what was called
the Clean Power Plan rule. That re-
places the Obama-era Clean Power
Plan rule that dealt with carbon emis-
sions from our powerplants. I am very
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