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23 with the mission of occupying the is-
land. They were armed in full combat 
kit with fixed bayonets and full maga-
zines. They didn’t know what to expect 
from the defeated Japanese. Nagasaki 
had been bombed on August 9 and was 
devastated. Private Brown’s division, 
along with other troops, successfully 
and peacefully secured the area in 
short order. 

Our Nation owes a great debt to the 
Navajo code talkers. They transmitted 
thousands and thousands of strategic 
military messages during World War II, 
but their code was never broken. Their 
skill, bravery, and commitment to 
country were integral to winning the 
war. 

Private Brown, like so many of our 
code talkers, was humble and modest 
about the courage he showed during 
the war. While Private Brown did not 
consider himself a hero, I do, and so 
does our country, which is why he and 
his fellow code talkers were awarded 
the Congressional Silver Medal in 2001 
for defending the freedoms and lib-
erties we enjoy today. 

Private Brown lived a long and pro-
ductive life. After the war, he married 
Sarah Francis and fathered five chil-
dren. He has 3 surviving children—Ro-
mero Brown, Vee Browne-Yellowhair, 
and Julie Brown—and 44 grandchildren 
an 2 great-great-grandchildren. 

Private Brown served his country, 
his community, and his family. We can 
ask no more of anyone. He is part of an 
American legacy. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOHN PINTO 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute to New Mexico Sen-
ator John Pinto—the longest serving 
member in the New Mexico Senate, 
who passed away May 24 of this year at 
the age of 94. 

John Pinto was born December 15, 
1924, in Lupton, AZ, near the New Mex-
ico border, on the Navajo Nation res-
ervation to a family of sheepherders. 
He was Black Sheep born for the Red 
Running into the Water Clan. He was 
the oldest of seven children and had a 
tough upbringing. He was raised by rel-
atives in Lupton until he was 12 years 
old, when his parents took him to their 
home in Gallup, NM. They lived in a 
small wooden shack. They sometimes 
went hungry. To eat, at times John 
hunted rabbits with a sharp stick. 

At that time, the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs picked him up and sent him to 
boarding school at Fort Defiance, AZ. 
Fort Defiance was the first boarding 
school on the Navajo reservation. John 
entered school at age 12. He spoke no 
English. They placed him in the begin-
ner class, made up of 5-, 6- and 7-year- 
olds. A person of small stature, he 
would joke that was the last time he 
was the biggest one in the room. 

John joined the Marines in 1941 and 
was trained as a Navajo code talker. It 
was intense training. Approximately 
400 Navajos trained as code talkers dur-
ing the war. Famously, their code, 

based on the unwritten Navajo or Diné 
language, was never broken by the Jap-
anese. John was ready for deployment 
when the war ended. He received the 
Congressional Silver Medal in 2001 for 
his service as a code talker. He was one 
of the last remaining surviving code 
talkers. 

After discharge from the service, he 
met the love of his life, Joann 
Dennison Pinto, to whom he was mar-
ried for 65 years until her death in 2017. 
Together they had two daughters, 
Flora and Karen, and two sons, Cecil 
and Galen. 

After the war, he held odd jobs and 
then, on the advice of a BIA worker, he 
moved to Albuquerque to attend the 
University of New Mexico. He failed 
the English exam twice and was in 
tears that he wouldn’t graduate and 
would be sent home. He hired a tutor, 
studied for 10 weeks, and passed. He 
was 39 when he received his college de-
gree. He went on to earn a master’s de-
gree in elementary education and spent 
his career in the Gallup-McKinley 
County school system. 

Senator Pinto was first elected to the 
Senate in 1976, representing District 3, 
comprised of parts of San Juan and 
McKinley Counties in northwest New 
Mexico. The Navajo Nation makes up 
much of the district. 

In order to get to the State legisla-
ture, in January 1997, he took a bus 
from Gallup to Albuquerque and then 
began hitchhiking to the State capitol 
in Santa Fe. As he waited on a snowy 
street corner, up pulled another State 
senator, Manny Aragon, in his old Cad-
illac. Senator Aragon assumed the 
hitchhiker was a transient and picked 
him up. Senator Aragon asked his pas-
senger why he was going to Santa Fe, 
and the hitchhiker replied, ‘‘I’m a state 
senator.’’ And off they went to the be-
ginning of the legislative session to-
gether. 

During his 42 years in office, Senator 
Pinto worked tirelessly for the people 
of New Mexico and his district. He 
went into politics because he saw the 
overwhelming needs of his people and 
wanted to make a difference. He was 
instrumental in establishing the New 
Mexico Department of Indian Affairs 
and setting up a Tribal infrastructure 
fund for much needed projects for 
Tribes. Over the years, he pushed for 
dozens of projects for roads, power 
lines, water systems, and public build-
ings. He was responsible for widening 
U.S. Highway 491 from two to four 
lanes to increase public safety and 
commerce. During his last session in 
the senate, this year, he was successful 
in securing a $1 million appropriation 
to begin a Navajo code talkers’ mu-
seum. He had fought for this project for 
years to honor this group of brave and 
skillful men who were so instrumental 
to U.S. success in World War II. 

Senator Pinto was a beloved and re-
spected figure in the State senate. He 
loved to sing, and every year he sang 
the ‘‘Potato Song’’ to the chamber in 
his Native language—a song about 

planting, growing, and harvest pota-
toes on the reservation. 

He is not only the longest serving 
Native American in the New Mexico 
Senate, he is one of the longest serving 
Native legislators in the county. 

On May 17 of this year, Senator Pinto 
was awarded the first honorary doc-
torate of public service to be issued by 
Navajo Technical University in 
Crownpoint, NM. He was immensely 
proud of that honor. 

I have traveled all over the Navajo 
Nation with Senator Pinto. He would 
call me often to talk about ways to 
help. He cared deeply for his people 
and, in return, was loved by them. 

Senator Pinto said, ‘‘My philosophy 
is to be happy, to meet people, to love 
people, all the races . . . they all need 
good water to drink, good food to eat, 
a good warm place to stay, and they 
need good jobs—that’s the basic 
needs.’’ Senator Pinto understood what 
it is like not to have the basics in life, 
and he worked decades to make sure 
his people and all New Mexicans had 
those basics. 

Senator John Pinto: educator, states-
man, Navajo code talker, brave Diné 
warrior, loving husband and father. He 
is a New Mexico legend and an Amer-
ican hero. I am proud to have known 
him and to have called him my friend. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JO MCDOUGALL 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize and congratulate Jo 
McDougall for receiving the Porter 
Fund’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 
The Porter Fund’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award is presented every 5 years 
to an Arkansas writer with a substan-
tial and recognized body of work. Jo is 
just the fourth person to receive this 
honor. 

Raised on her family’s rice farm near 
DeWitt, Jo discovered her love for writ-
ing and language at a young age when 
her mother would read to her each 
night. She wrote her first poem at just 
12 years old, and her father proudly dis-
played it on his desk. This inspired her 
to continue writing. Jo received an un-
dergraduate degree in home economics 
from the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville before returning in 1980 to 
pursue her master of fine arts in cre-
ative writing. 

After earning her MFA, Jo taught at 
Pittsburg State University in Kansas 
for over a decade, codirecting the uni-
versity’s creative writing department 
and guiding the writing center and dis-
tinguished visiting writers program. 
She has taught in Arkansas at Hendrix 
College in Conway, AR, and at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Little Rock. 

Jo’s success stretches beyond the 
classroom. In April of 2018, Governor 
Asa Hutchinson appointed her Poet 
Laureate of Arkansas. She has pub-
lished six poetry collections and a 
memoir, ‘‘Daddy’s Money: A Memoir of 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:22 Jun 14, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A13JN6.007 S13JNPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
F

W
84

Q
D

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3472 June 13, 2019 
Farm and Family.’’ In 2015, the Univer-
sity of Arkansas Press published a 
compilation of Jo’s poetry, ‘‘In the 
Home of the Famous Dead: Collected 
Poems.’’ Her work is influenced by her 
Arkansas heritage and often portrays 
the lives of rural families and the 
struggles, hardships, and everyday 
challenges they face. 

Jo McDougall has earned nationwide 
recognition throughout her career. She 
has been awarded a fellowship from the 
Arkansas Arts Council and was in-
ducted into the Arkansas Writers Hall 
of Fame in 2006. She has won numerous 
awards, including the DeWitt Wallace/ 
Reader’s Digest Foundation Award, the 
Porter Prize, and the Academy of 
American Poets Prize. 

I congratulate Jo for receiving the 
Porter Fund’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Her enduring voice, observ-
ances on small-town life, and out-
standing accomplishments and con-
tributions in poetry for the last 40 
years have made her more than deserv-
ing of this recognition.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING LINDA SEUBOLD 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the life of long-time 
journalist and community leader, 
Linda Seubold, of Fort Smith, AR who 
passed away on June 5, 2019. 

Linda was an award-winning jour-
nalist, magazine editor, and supporter 
of Fort Smith. Through constant cov-
erage and commentary, she was a vocal 
advocate for the region’s historical, 
educational and cultural assets such as 
music, art, and entertainment. Her 
support was crucial for the advance-
ment of vital institutions and attrac-
tions including the U.S. Marshals Mu-
seum, the area’s public libraries, the 
Elvis Presley Barbershop Museum, 
Chaffee Crossing, and the Bass Reeves 
Statue. 

During her 15 years at the Southwest 
Times Record, Linda was a news re-
porter and columnist, a role model, and 
‘‘newsroom mom’’ to countless young 
reporters. She developed an incredible 
level of trust with local officials. Ev-
eryone knew she would be fair and 
thorough. Everyone knew she cared 
about truth and the good of the com-
munity. 

Linda was also a trusted professional 
among her peers. One of her most dif-
ficult assignments was covering an exe-
cution by lethal injection. She was one 
of two reporters elected to be eye-
witnesses as ‘‘pool’’ reporters, who 
then had to give their notes to the rest 
of the media. It was her assignment, 
and she did it with professional excel-
lence, according to colleagues present 
that day who had to rely on her notes. 

Her popular column was a must-read 
and provided an outlet for her to share 
her love of the community and high-
light the local music and entertain-
ment scene. This passion eventually 
led to her partnership with Lynn 
Wasson to create ‘‘Entertainment Fort 
Smith.’’ When the popular magazine 

first launched, Linda would say that 
they started the publication because 
she got tired of hearing people say 
there was nothing to do. As co-owner 
and editor, she set out to prove people 
wrong by publishing a monthly maga-
zine filled with every imaginable event. 
Entertainment Fort Smith grew quick-
ly to become a local staple for informa-
tion on the culture, people, and attrac-
tions in the region. It also provided an 
outlet for her and Lynn to share their 
passion for education that was evident 
in the magazine’s commitment to Fort 
Smith Partners in Education and all 
local public schools. 

The last 7 years tested Linda in new 
ways as she fought against cancer. Her 
legendary smile, deep faith, and the 
love of those around her carried her 
through and she volunteered for nu-
merous medical trials that she hoped 
would benefit future patients. 

Linda was born in Fort Smith on Oc-
tober 24, 1942, graduated from Fort 
Smith High School in 1960, and at-
tended Fort Smith Junior College. She 
was preceded in death by her husband 
of 55 years, Frank. They were proud 
parents of five children, with 12 grand-
children and three great-children. 

She will be missed as a cherished 
mother, grandmother, friend, commu-
nity advocate, and professional who 
truly made a difference for generations 
to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MCGREGOR 
INDUSTRIES 

∑ Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, it gives 
me great pleasure to celebrate 100 
years and four generations of McGregor 
Industries, an outstanding metal fab-
rication firm based in Dunmore, PA. 

Since its establishment 1919, 
McGregor Industries has been re-
nowned for its production of quality 
railings, staircases, and iron and steel 
works. The company’s roots in Scran-
ton’s South Side neighborhood firmly 
placed McGregor Industries at the cen-
ter of the highly competitive iron and 
steel trade market of the Northeast. 
Their many high-profile projects have 
built our businesses, our churches, our 
schools, and even our airports in north-
eastern Pennsylvania and across the 
Commonwealth. 

When the company faced hardship in 
a changing market of the early 2000s 
and again in the 2008 financial crisis, 
Robert R. ‘‘Bob’’ McGregor readily 
took on the challenge to save his 
grandfather’s enterprise. Bob’s engi-
neering background encouraged 
McGregor Industries to evolve and 
thrive in changing times through inno-
vations in engineering and develop-
ment, eventually resulting in the 
McGregor Stair Tower and Stair Sys-
tems. McGregor Stair Systems soon be-
came prominent features of many 
Philadelphia area building projects. 
Under the leadership of a fourth gen-
eration McGregor and Wharton grad-
uate, Grace McGregor Kramer, the 
company’s high-rise stair towers have 

expanded to the Boston area. Contracts 
with MIT and the Encore Boston Har-
bor casino are among the largest con-
struction projects in Massachusetts 
history, with McGregor Industries se-
curing contracts for over 4,000 workers. 

This family-led operation upholds its 
reputation as a reliable and innovative 
leader in its industry that architects, 
engineers, contractors, and construc-
tion managers can depend upon. 
McGregor Industries and its devoted 
employees possess the focus and inno-
vation required of steel industries in 
the 21st century, while maintaining the 
spirit of a family business committed 
to its community. McGregor should 
take great pride in its decades of 
growth and tradition of excellence 
passed from generation to generation. 

McGregor Industries remains a testa-
ment to American-made ingenuity. 
Their commitment to service and the 
betterment of communities across the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
beyond is inspirational. I wish their 
leadership and employees success for 
many years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB COFFIN 

∑ Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
today I would like to congratulate Bob 
Coffin on his distinguished career and 
commend his 37 years of dedicated 
service to Nevada. 

Bob Coffin was first elected to the 
Nevada Assembly in 1982, where he 
served for two terms. He was then 
elected to the Nevada State Senate, 
where he served until 2010. After leav-
ing the State Senate, Coffin continued 
his career as a public servant, and 
since 2011, he has worked to represent 
the city of Las Vegas Ward 3 as coun-
cilman, a position he will retire from 
this June. 

Councilman Coffin has deep roots in 
downtown Las Vegas, having been a 
resident in and around Ward 3 for more 
than 60 years. He has raised his family 
less than a mile from his childhood 
home. 

Growing up in Las Vegas, Council-
man Coffin developed a passion for two 
things—his Mexican-American heritage 
and the sport of golf. His family emi-
grated to Southern California from 
Mexico, and he saw firsthand the dis-
crimination his mother faced as a 
young woman. The councilman has 
spent much of his career fighting this 
type of injustice. He has traveled to 
Central America to help children and 
families and has been an active mem-
ber in the Latin Chamber of Commerce. 

As a young man, Councilman Coffin 
attended Bishop Gorman High School 
and the University of Nevada Las 
Vegas, where he earned an accounting 
degree. While concentrating on his 
studies, he also continued to focus on 
his favorite pastime, golf, and was 
named the Nevada Amateur Golf 
Champion at the age of 27. He went on 
to serve his country in the U.S. Army 
and today owns a successful insurance 
business. 
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