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June 12, 2019

I urge my colleagues to support the
bipartisan Educational Opportunity
and Success Act.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. KING, Mr.
SCHATZ, and Mr. REED):

S. 1821. A bill to amend the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007
to provide for research on, and the de-
velopment and deployment of, marine
energy, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, marine
energy technologies generate elec-
tricity using the natural power found
in ocean waves, tides, currents, and
temperature differences in ocean
water. This nontraditional form of hy-
dropower has the potential to fuel
American homes and businesses with
renewable electricity and address the
very real challenge of climate change.
Additionally, establishing a commer-
cially viable marine energy industry in
the United States would support a ro-
bust manufacturing and construction
supply chain and create thousands of
good-paying clean energy jobs.

The Department of Energy (DOE) es-
timates that marine energy could
produce enough renewable energy to
power millions of homes. Furthermore,
with more than half of the U.S. popu-
lation living within 50 miles of a body
of water, there is vast potential for ma-
rine energy to efficiently provide clean
electricity to communities across the
country—from large cities to remote
coastal communities.

Because these promising marine re-
newable energy technologies are still
in the early stages of development, fed-
eral support is needed to encourage pri-
vate investments in marine energy
projects, moving the United States
closer to large-scale deployment of
these innovative clean energy tech-
nologies.

The Marine Energy Research and De-
velopment Act advances this research
by reauthorizing DOE’s marine renew-
able energy programs from 2020
through 2021. The bill gives priority to
projects and technologies that have the
highest likelihood to lead to commer-
cial utilization of new marine energy
systems.

The bill also directs DOE to research
ways of building a stable marine en-
ergy supply chain in the United States,
as well as ways of harmonizing marine
energy development with ocean naviga-
tion, fisheries, and critical infrastruc-
ture such as undersea cables.

The bill includes funding authoriza-
tion for the National Marine Renew-
able Energy Research Centers, which
are located in Florida, Hawaii and the
Pacific Northwest. These three centers
make use of federal funding and the re-
sources of five universities to test and
refine various marine energy tech-
nologies. The bill also provides DOE
new authority to establish new Na-
tional Marine Energy Centers.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
REED, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr.
BROWN):

S. 1823. A bill to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to prohibit
employment of children in tobacco-re-
lated agriculture by deeming such em-
ployment as oppressive child labor; to
the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1823

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as ‘“‘Children Don’t
Belong on Tobacco Farms Act’.

SEC. 2. TOBACCO-RELATED AGRICULTURE EM-
PLOYMENT OF CHILDREN.

Section 3(1) of the Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 203(1)) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence—

(A) by striking ‘‘in any occupation, or (2)”
and inserting ‘‘in any occupation, (2)”’; and

(B) by inserting before the semicolon the
following: ‘‘, or (3) any employee under the
age of eighteen years has direct contact with
tobacco plants or dried tobacco leaves’; and

(2) in the second sentence, by striking
‘‘other than manufacturing and mining’’ and
inserting ‘‘, other than manufacturing, min-
ing, and tobacco-related agriculture as de-
scribed in paragraph (3) of the first sentence
of this subsection,”.

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  246—HON-
ORING THE MEMORY OF THE
VICTIMS OF THE HEINOUS AT-
TACK AT THE PULSE NIGHTCLUB
ON JUNE 12, 2016

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 246

Whereas, on June 12, 2016, a gunman in-
spired by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
targeted the Pulse nightclub in Orlando,
Florida, where he killed 49 innocent victims
and wounded dozens more in a despicable at-
tack;

Whereas the attack at the Pulse nightclub
was an attack on the LGBTQ community,
the Hispanic community, the City of Or-
lando, the State of Florida, and the United
States;

Whereas the Orlando community continues
to mourn the tragic loss of life, but has dem-
onstrated remarkable strength, unity, and
resilience in the aftermath of the horrendous
event;

Whereas June 12 is designated as ‘‘Pulse
Remembrance Day’ in the State of Florida
to honor the victims and survivors of the
senseless attack;

Whereas the people of the United States
continue to pray for those affected by the
tragedy; and

Whereas June 12, 2019, marks 3 years since
the lives of the 49 innocent victims were
tragically cut short by the senseless act of
terrorism: Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates the 49 victims killed in
the attack at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando,
Florida, on June 12, 2016, and offers heartfelt
condolences to the families, loved ones, and
friends of the victims;

(2) honors the dozens of survivors of the at-
tack and pledges continued resolve to stand
against terrorism and hate; and

(3) expresses gratitude to the brave law en-
forcement and emergency medical personnel
who responded to the attack.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 247—RECOG-
NIZING JUNE 2019 AS “LGBTQ
PRIDE MONTH”

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. CooNs, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. JONES,
Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
REED, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, Mr. UDALL,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr.
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. REsS. 247

Whereas individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer (referred to
in this preamble as “LGBTQ’) include indi-
viduals from—

(1) all States, territories, and the District
of Columbia; and

(2) all faiths, races, national origins, socio-
economic statuses, education levels, and po-
litical beliefs;

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United
States have made, and continue to make,
vital contributions to the United States and
to the world in every aspect, including in the
fields of education, law, health, business,
science, research, economic development, ar-
chitecture, fashion, sports, government,
music, film, politics, technology, literature,
and civil rights;

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United
States serve as law enforcement officers,
firefighters, and first responders in all States
and the District of Columbia;

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United
States serve, and have served, the United
States Army, Coast Guard, Navy, Air Force,
and Marines honorably and with distinction
and bravery;

Whereas an estimated number of more
than 100,000 brave service members were dis-
charged from the Armed Forces of the
United States between the beginning of
World War IT and 2011 because of their sexual
orientation, including the discharge of more
than 13,000 service members under the
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy in place be-
tween 1994 and 2011;

Whereas LGBTQ people in the TUnited
States serve, and have served, in positions in
the Federal Government and State and local
governments, including as members of Con-
gress, Governors, mayors, and city council
members;

Whereas the demonstrators who protested
on June 28, 1969, 50 years ago this year, fol-
lowing a law enforcement raid of the Stone-
wall Inn, an LGBTQ club in New York City,
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are pioneers of the LGBTQ movement for
equality;

Whereas, throughout much of the history
of the United States, same-sex relationships
were criminalized in many States and many
LGBTQ people in the United States were
forced to hide their LGBTQ identities while
living in secrecy and fear;

Whereas, on June 26, 2015, the Supreme
Court of the United States ruled in Obergefell
v. Hodges, 135 S. Ct. 2584, that same-sex cou-
ples have a constitutional right to marry
and acknowledged that ‘‘[n]Jo union is more
profound than marriage, for it embodies the
highest ideals of love, fidelity, devotion, sac-
rifice, and family.”’;

Whereas Acquired Immunodeficiency Syn-
drome (referred to in this preamble as
“AIDS”) has disproportionately impacted
LGBTQ people in the United States, due in
part to a lack of funding and research de-
voted to finding effective treatment for
AIDS and the Human Immunodeficiency
Virus (referred to in this preamble as “HIV’’)
during the early stages of the HIV and AIDS
epidemic;

Whereas gay and bisexual men and
transgender women of color have a higher
risk of contracting HIV;

Whereas the LGBTQ community has main-
tained its unwavering commitment to ending
the HIV and AIDS epidemics;

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United
States face disparities in employment,
healthcare, education, housing, and many
other areas central to the pursuit of happi-
ness in the United States;

Whereas 30 States have no explicit ban on
discrimination based on sexual orientation
and gender identity in the workplace, hous-
ing, or public accommodations, and 35 States
have no explicit ban on discrimination
against LGBTQ individuals in education;

Whereas LGBTQ youth are at increased
risk of suicide, homelessness, and becoming
victims of bullying and violence;

Whereas the LGBTQ community has faced
discrimination, inequality, and violence
throughout the history of the United States;

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United
States, in particular transgender individuals,
face a disproportionately high risk of becom-
ing victims of violent hate crimes;

Whereas members of the LGBTQ commu-
nity have been targeted in acts of mass vio-
lence, including—

(1) the Pulse nightclub shooting in Or-
lando, Florida, on June 12, 2016, where 49 peo-
ple were killed; and

(2) the arson attack at the UpStairs
Lounge in New Orleans, Louisiana, on June
24, 1973, where 32 people died;

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United
States face persecution, violence, and death
in many parts of the world, including State-
sponsored violence;

Whereas in the several years preceding
2019, hundreds of LGBTQ people around the
world were arrested and, in some cases, tor-
tured or even executed, because of their ac-
tual or perceived sexual orientation or gen-
der identity in countries and territories such
as Chechnya, Egypt, Indonesia, and Tan-
zania;

Whereas people and countries around the
world have come together in condemnation
of attacks on LGBTQ communities in many
countries, including in Brunei, where a dra-
conian new set of laws was enacted in April
2019 that would impose the death penalty for
same-sex relations;

Whereas, in May 2019, Taiwan became the
first place in Asia to extend marriage rights
to same-sex couples;

Whereas the LGBTQ community holds
Pride festivals and marches in some of the
most dangerous places in the world, despite
threats of violence and arrest;
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Whereas, in 2009, President Barack Obama
signed the Matthew Shepard and James
Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act (divi-
sion E of Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 2835)
into law to protect all people in the United
States from crimes motivated by the actual
or perceived sexual orientation or gender
identity of an individual;

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United
States have fought for equal treatment, dig-
nity, and respect;

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United
States have achieved significant milestones,
ensuring that future generations of LGBTQ
people in the United States will enjoy a more
equal and just society;

Whereas, despite being marginalized
throughout the history of the United States,
LGBTQ people in the United States continue
to celebrate their identities, love, and con-
tributions to the United States in various
expressions of Pride; and

Whereas the inclusion of LGBTQ people in
the United States continues to expand every
day and LGBTQ people in the United States
remain determined to pursue equality, re-
spect, and inclusion for all individuals re-
gardless of sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the rights, freedoms, and equal
treatment of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer (referred to in this
resolving clause as “‘LGBTQ’) people in the
United States and around the world;

(2) acknowledges that LGBTQ rights are
human rights that are to be protected by the
United States Constitution and numerous
international treaties and conventions;

(3) supports efforts to ensure the equal
treatment of all people in the United States,
regardless of sexual orientation and gender
identity;

(4) supports efforts to ensure that the
United States remains a beacon of hope for
the equal treatment of people around the
world, including LGBTQ individuals; and

(5) encourages the celebration of June as
“LGBTQ Pride Month” in order to provide a
lasting opportunity for all people in the
United States—

(A) to learn about the discrimination and
inequality that the LGBTQ community en-
dured, and continues to endure; and

(B) to celebrate the contributions of the
LGBTQ community throughout the history
of the United States.

————————

SENATE RESOLUTION  248—HON-

ORING THE VICTIMS OF THE
MASS SHOOTING IN VIRGINIA
BEACH, VIRGINIA

Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. WAR-
NER) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 248

Whereas, on Friday, May 31, 2019, 12 people
were Killed in a mass shooting at the Munic-
ipal Center in Virginia Beach, Virginia;

Whereas 11 of the 12 victims were employ-
ees of the city of Virginia Beach with more
than 150 years of combined service to the
city, and the remaining victim was a con-
tractor who had come to the Municipal Cen-
ter for business;

Whereas Laquita C. Brown, a 4-year em-
ployee of the city of Virginia Beach Depart-
ment of Public Works who was known for her
love of travel with friends and her ability to
light up a room with her presence, was mur-
dered in the shooting;

Whereas Ryan Keith Cox, a 12-year em-
ployee of the city of Virginia Beach Depart-
ment of Public Utilities who was known for
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his kindness and beautiful singing voice, and
who ran into danger looking for more people
to save after ensuring his coworkers were
sheltered in a barricaded room, was mur-
dered in the shooting;

Whereas Tara Welch Gallagher, a 6-year
employee of the city of Virginia Beach De-
partment of Public Works who worked as an
engineer to provide clean drinking water for
her community, was murdered in the shoot-
ng;

Whereas Mary Louise Gayle, a 24-year em-
ployee of the city of Virginia Beach Depart-
ment of Public Works who was known as a
cheerful coworker and devoted mother and
grandmother, was murdered in the shooting;

Whereas Alexander Mikhail Gusev, a 9-year
employee of the city of Virginia Beach De-
partment of Public Works who emigrated
from Belarus to Virginia Beach to find a bet-
ter life and who was known as a generous
and devoted coworker, friend, brother, and
uncle, was murdered in the shooting;

Whereas Joshua O. Hardy, a 4-year em-
ployee of the city of Virginia Beach Depart-
ment of Public Utilities who was known for
his kindhearted nature and love for his fam-
ily and faith, was murdered in the shooting;

Whereas Michelle ‘“Missy’” Langer, a 12-
year employee of the city of Virginia Beach
Department of Public Utilities who was
known for her beaming smile and passion for
the Pittsburgh Steelers, and who had plans
to retire soon, was murdered in the shooting;

Whereas Richard H. Nettleton, a 28-year
employee of the city of Virginia Beach De-
partment of Public Utilities who was a self-
less leader in regional utility system plan-
ning and a veteran of the 130th Engineer Bri-
gade of the Army, was murdered in the
shooting;

Whereas Katherine A. Nixon, a 10-year em-
ployee of the city of Virginia Beach Depart-
ment of Public Utilities who was known for
her intellect and who was a loving wife and
mother of 3 children, was murdered in the
shooting;

Whereas Christopher Kelly Rapp, an 11-
month employee of the city of Virginia
Beach Department of Public Works who was
known for his kindness, his passion for play-
ing the bagpipes, and his devotion to his
wife, was murdered in the shooting;

Whereas Herbert ‘‘Bert” Snelling, a con-
tractor who had come to the Municipal Cen-
ter to get a permit and who was celebrating
his 38th wedding anniversary, was murdered
in the shooting;

Whereas Robert ‘“‘Bobby’’ Williams, a 41-
year employee of the city of Virginia Beach
Department of Public Utilities, who was
awarded with 8 service awards in recognition
of his lifetime of devoted work and who was
planning on retiring later in the year to
spend more time with his family, was mur-
dered in the shooting;

Whereas the actions of those city employ-
ees who alerted their coworkers to danger
and pulled them into shelter saved an un-
knowable number of lives;

Whereas police officers responded within
minutes of the first reports of shooting, he-
roically risking their lives by running into
the line of fire;

Whereas 1 police officer was shot while
confronting the gunman and survived be-
cause he was wearing a bulletproof vest;

Whereas those who were present at, or re-
sponded to, the scene of the shooting encoun-
tered a ‘‘war zone’ of horrific violence that
will be forever seared into their memories;

Whereas mental health providers, coun-
selors, and faith leaders have tended to the
invisible wounds of the shooting, and will
continue to do so for decades to come;

Whereas Virginia Beach Chief of Police
James Cervera, Mayor Bobby Dyer, and City
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