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Cyber organizations, Joint Mission Oper-
ations Centers, and Cyber Operations-Inte-
grated Planning Elements, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. ROUNDS: 
S. 1800. A bill to provide for pilot programs 

to streamline decision-making process for 
weapon systems; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Ms. SMITH (for herself, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
UDALL, Mr. BROWN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
SANDERS, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
REED, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
DURBIN, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. 1801. A bill to ensure medications are af-
fordable; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. TILLIS, 
and Ms. SINEMA): 

S. 1802. A bill to provide a work oppor-
tunity tax credit for military spouses and to 
provide for flexible spending arrangements 
for childcare services for military families; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. TEST-
ER): 

S. 1803. A bill to modify the Federal TRIO 
programs; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. YOUNG): 

S. 1804. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development to issue 
guidelines relating to the appropriate inclu-
sion of residential manufactured homes in 
Consolidated Plans, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself and Mr. JONES): 

S. 1805. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to develop a 
guide on evidence-based strategies for build-
ing and maintaining effective obesity pre-
vention and control programs, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. ROMNEY: 
S. 1806. A bill to make the E-Verify pro-

gram permanent, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PERDUE: 
S. 1807. A bill to improve the funding proc-

ess; to the Committee on the Budget. 
By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr. 

MARKEY): 
S. 1808. A bill to require the Secretary of 

State to design and establish a Vulnerability 
Disclosure Process to improve the Depart-
ment of State cybersecurity and a bug boun-
ty program to identify and report 
vulnerabilities of Internet-facing informa-
tion technology of the Department of State, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. PAUL (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 1809. A bill to require congressional ap-
proval of national emergency declarations 
and to repeal the emergency powers and au-
thorities most susceptible to abuse, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr. 
JOHNSON): 

S. 1810. A bill to amend the Richard B. Rus-
sell National School Lunch Act to allow 
schools that participate in the school lunch 
program to serve whole milk, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and 
Mr. CARPER): 

S. 1811. A bill to make technical correc-
tions to the America’s Water Infrastructure 

Act of 2018, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 1812. A bill to authorize the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to conduct research on wildfire 
smoke, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 1813. A bill to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act to provide wildfire smoke mitiga-
tion assistance to States and units of local 
government, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 1814. A bill to authorize the President to 
declare a smoke emergency, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 1815. A bill to establish an occupational 
safety and health standard to protect farm-
workers from wildfire smoke, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. CARDIN): 

S. 1816. A bill to prohibit the manufacture 
for sale, offer for sale, distribution in com-
merce, or importation into the United States 
of any crib bumper, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 1817. A bill to amend the Richard B. Rus-
sell National School Lunch Act to improve 
nutritional and other program requirements 
relating to purchases of locally produced 
food; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 1818. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Transportation to publish a notice of pro-
posed rulemaking concerning seat belts on 
school buses, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr. 
LEAHY): 

S. 1819. A bill to make permanent certain 
Department of State, foreign operations, and 
related programs general provisions; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Ms. MCSALLY): 

S. 1820. A bill to improve the integrity and 
safety of horseracing by requiring a uniform 
anti-doping and medication control program 
to be developed and enforced by an inde-
pendent Horseracing Anti-Doping and Medi-
cation Control Authority; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. KING, Mr. SCHATZ, and 
Mr. REED): 

S. 1821. A bill to amend the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 to provide 
for research on, and the development and de-
ployment of, marine energy, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. PE-
TERS, Mr. THUNE, and Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 1822. A bill to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to issue rules re-
lating to the collection of data with respect 
to the availability of broadband services, and 

for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. REED, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 1823. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to prohibit employ-
ment of children in tobacco-related agri-
culture by deeming such employment as op-
pressive child labor; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. 
MARKEY): 

S. 1824. A bill to amend the United States- 
Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 to require a re-
port on how the People’s Republic of China 
exploits Hong Kong to circumvent the laws 
of the United States; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Mr. RUBIO): 

S. Res. 246. A resolution honoring the 
memory of the victims of the heinous attack 
at the Pulse nightclub on June 12, 2016; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. COONS, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. JONES, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MANCHIN, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, Mr. UDALL, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. Res. 247. A resolution recognizing June 
2019 as ‘‘LGBTQ Pride Month’’; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. Res. 248. A resolution honoring the vic-
tims of the mass shooting in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN): 

S. Res. 249. A resolution commemorating 
the victory of the University of Maryland in 
the 2019 National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation Division I Women’s Lacrosse Cham-
pionship; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 238 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 238, a bill to amend the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 
to monitor and combat anti-Semitism 
globally, and for other purposes. 

S. 239 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. SINEMA), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator 
from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY), the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), 
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the Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN), the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS), the Senator from Ne-
vada (Ms. ROSEN) and the Senator from 
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 239, a bill to require 
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in recognition of Christa 
McAuliffe. 

S. 290 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from Ne-
vada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 290, a bill to protect 
Native children and promote public 
safety in Indian country. 

S. 296 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 296, a bill to amend XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to ensure more 
timely access to home health services 
for Medicare beneficiaries under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 359 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 359, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
clude from gross income certain Feder-
ally-subsidized loan repayments for 
dental school faculty. 

S. 383 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
383, a bill to support carbon dioxide 
utilization and direct air capture re-
search, to facilitate the permitting and 
development of carbon capture, utiliza-
tion, and sequestration projects and 
carbon dioxide pipelines, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 386 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
386, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to eliminate the 
per-country numerical limitation for 
employment-based immigrants, to in-
crease the per-country numerical limi-
tation for family-sponsored immi-
grants, and for other purposes. 

S. 457 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 457, a bill to require that 
$1 coins issued during 2019 honor Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush and to direct 
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue 
bullion coins during 2019 in honor of 
Barbara Bush. 

S. 511 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 511, a bill to promote and pro-
tect from discrimination living organ 
donors. 

S. 546 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the names of the Senator from Cali-

fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 546, a 
bill to extend authorization for the 
September 11th Victim Compensation 
Fund of 2001 through fiscal year 2090, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 598 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 598, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to increase certain 
funeral benefits for veterans, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 638 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
638, a bill to require the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy to designate per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances as haz-
ardous substances under the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, Liability Act of 1980, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 753 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 753, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to count a 
period of receipt of outpatient observa-
tion services in a hospital toward satis-
fying the 3-day inpatient hospital re-
quirement for coverage of skilled nurs-
ing facility services under Medicare. 

S. 809 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 809, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow 
a credit against income tax for quali-
fied conservation contributions which 
include National Scenic Trails. 

S. 833 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
833, a bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 
and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
with respect to participant votes on 
the suspension of benefits under multi-
employer plans in critical and declin-
ing status. 

S. 980 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from North Carolina 
(Mr. TILLIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 980, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve the 
provision of services for homeless vet-
erans, and for other purposes. 

S. 988 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 988, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to prohibit pre-
scription drug plan sponsors and MA– 
PD organizations under the Medicare 
program from retroactively reducing 
payment on clean claims submitted by 
pharmacies. 

S. 997 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 997, a bill to recognize and honor 
the service of individuals who served in 
the United States Cadet Nurse Corps 
during World War II, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1032 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
MCSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1032, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the def-
inition of income for purposes of deter-
mining the tax-exempt status of cer-
tain corporations. 

S. 1042 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the name of the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1042, a bill to amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to allow 
certain alien veterans to be paroled 
into the United States to receive 
health care furnished by the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs. 

S. 1081 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1081, a bill to amend title 54, 
United States Code, to provide perma-
nent, dedicated funding for the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1168 

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1168, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to ensure campus ac-
cess at public institutions of higher 
education for religious groups. 

S. 1222 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1222, a bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot 
program to provide hospital care and 
medical services to veterans in the 
Freely Associated States of the Repub-
lic of Palau, the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands, and the Federated States 
of Micronesia, and to conduct a study 
on the feasibility and advisability of 
establishing regional offices, sub-
offices, contact units, or other subordi-
nate offices of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in the Freely Associated 
States to provide such care and serv-
ices, and for other purposes. 

S. 1458 

At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1458, a bill to codify the Outdoor 
Recreation Legacy Partnership Pro-
gram of the National Park Service, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1499 

At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
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of S. 1499, a bill to establish National 
Wildlife Corridors to provide for the 
protection and restoration of certain 
native fish, wildlife, and plant species, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1516 
At the request of Mr. JONES, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1516, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to strengthen the 
future workforce and reduce the cost of 
postsecondary education by reducing 
rates of postsecondary remediation. 

S. 1531 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1531, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide protections for 
health insurance consumers from sur-
prise billing. 

S. 1555 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1555, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to improve the 
Transition Assistance Program for 
members of the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1615 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1615, a bill to amend titles 10 and 37, 
United States Code, to provide com-
pensation and credit for retired pay 
purposes for maternity leave taken by 
members of the reserve components, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1641 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1641, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude from 
gross income interest received on cer-
tain loans secured by agricultural real 
property. 

S. 1725 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1725, a bill to permit occupational 
therapists to conduct the initial assess-
ment visit and complete the com-
prehensive assessment under a Medi-
care home health plan of care for cer-
tain rehabilitation cases. 

S. 1728 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1728, a bill to require the 
United States Postal Service to sell the 
Alzheimer’s semipostal stamp for 6 ad-
ditional years. 

S. 1761 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1761, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Defense to modernize cer-
tain forms and surveys of the Depart-
ment of Defense, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. RES. 80 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 80, a resolution establishing the 
John S. McCain III Human Rights 
Commission. 

S. RES. 205 

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 
names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) and the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 205, a resolution 
expressing the gratitude of the Senate 
for the people who operate or support 
diaper banks and diaper distribution 
programs in their local communities. 

AMENDMENT NO. 252 

At the request of Ms. SINEMA, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 252 proposed to S. 504, 
a bill to amend title 36, United States 
Code, to authorize The American Le-
gion to determine the requirements for 
membership in The American Legion, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. 
ISAKSON, and Mr. KING): 

S. 1793. A bill to establish a grant 
program for the purpose of public 
health data system modernization; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, Our Na-
tion’s public health system needs high 
quality, timely, and accurate data to 
protect the public from health threats 
like opioid overdoses, influenza, mea-
sles, and more. Effective prevention 
and response to health threats requires 
coordinated efforts between health 
care providers and public health offi-
cials across all levels of government. 

Unfortunately, the public health data 
systems we rely on for our health and 
safety are antiquated and fragmented. 
Systems lack the interoperability 
needed to facilitate timely, secure in-
formation exchange. Too often, public 
health departments are forced to rely 
on systems with manual processes that 
are time consuming and error prone, 
such as paper records, faxes, and phone 
calls. Only two jurisdictions have 
begun the process to receive electronic 
case reports directly from health 
records, and only for a small number of 
diseases. Our public health data infra-
structure lacks the automation, secu-
rity, interoperability, and skilled 
workforce we need to confront the pub-
lic health threats of today and tomor-
row. 

Today, I am pleased to introduce 
with my colleagues, Senator ISAKSON 
and Senator KING, the Saving Lives 
Through Better Data Act to assist in 
building the 21st Century public health 
data infrastructure our Nation needs. 
The Saving Lives Through Better Data 
Act awards grants to State, local, Trib-
al, and territorial public health depart-
ments to improve data collection and 

analysis, simplify provider reporting, 
enhance interoperability, promote 
electronic case reporting, and support 
earlier disease detection and response. 
Grant recipients must support inter-
operability standards endorsed by the 
National Coordinator for Health Infor-
mation Technology or those adopted by 
the HHS Secretary. 

The Saving Lives Through Better 
Data Act also requires the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention to con-
duct activities to improve its public 
health data systems. The CDC must 
also develop and utilize public-private 
partnerships to support State, local, 
Tribal, and territorial public health de-
partments in modernizing and expand-
ing electronic case reporting and pub-
lic health data systems. The legislation 
calls for reporting on barriers public 
health authorities may face in imple-
menting electronic case reporting or 
interoperable public health data sys-
tems as well as an assessment of the 
potential public health impact of mak-
ing such improvements. We make the 
necessary investment to improve our 
public health infrastructure by author-
izing $100 million per year for each of 
fiscal years 2020–2024. 

The Saving Lives Through Better 
Data Act will strengthen our public 
health data systems so we can be well- 
equipped to identify and respond to 
public health threats, which will save 
lives. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. 
TILLIS, and Ms. SINEMA): 

S. 1802. A bill to provide a work op-
portunity tax credit for military 
spouses and to provide for flexible 
spending arrangements for childcare 
services for military families; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, today I 
am introducing the Jobs and Childcare 
for Military Families Act, with my col-
leagues Senators BOOZMAN and TESTER. 
Enacting this bill would improve finan-
cial stability for Gold Star families 
across the Nation. 

The families of America’s 
servicemembers make sacrifices that 
often go unrecognized. Among them is 
packing up and moving frequently, 
with military spouses regularly having 
to quit stable employment to move to 
a new area and start over. This is com-
pounded by the complex system of 
State licensing and certification re-
quirements, which can limit these 
spouses’ from taking jobs that utilize 
their expertise and experience. Because 
of this, military spouses have unem-
ployment rates substantially higher 
than the national average, and are 
often underemployed when they do 
have jobs. Adding to the financial 
struggle that frequent periods of unem-
ployment and underemployment cause, 
the rising cost of childcare puts a sub-
stantial burden on many military fami-
lies. 

The Jobs and Childcare for Military 
Families Act would help these families 
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