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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 

Res. 15) was agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
(The concurrent resolution, with its 

preamble, is printed in the RECORD of 
May 1, 2019, under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.’’) 

f 

MEASURING THE ECONOMIC IM-
PACT OF BROADBAND ACT OF 
2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. 1289 and that the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1289) to require the Secretary of 

Commerce to conduct an assessment and 
analysis of the effects of broadband deploy-
ment and adoption on the economy of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 1289) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 1289 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Measuring 
the Economic Impact of Broadband Act of 
2019’’. 
SEC. 2. ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS REGARDING 

THE EFFECT OF THE DIGITAL ECON-
OMY ON THE ECONOMY OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship of the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; 

(E) the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

(F) the Committee on Small Business of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’’ means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and 
Information. 

(3) BROADBAND.—The term ‘‘broadband’’ 
means an Internet Protocol-based trans-
mission service that enables users to send 
and receive voice, video, data, or graphics, or 
a combination of those items. 

(4) DIGITAL ECONOMY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the term ‘‘digital economy’’ has the 
meaning given the term by the Secretary in 
carrying out this section. 

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In establishing a def-
inition for the term ‘‘digital economy’’ under 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall con-
sider— 

(i) the digital-enabling infrastructure that 
a computer network needs to exist and oper-
ate; and 

(ii) the roles of e-commerce and digital 
media. 

(5) DIGITAL MEDIA.—The term ‘‘digital 
media’’ means the content that participants 
in e-commerce create and access. 

(6) E-COMMERCE.—The term ‘‘e-commerce’’ 
means the digital transactions that take 
place using the infrastructure described in 
paragraph (4)(B)(i). 

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Commerce. 

(b) BIENNIAL ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS 
REQUIRED.—Not later than 2 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act, and biennially 
thereafter, the Secretary, in consultation 
with the Director of the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis of the Department of Commerce 
and the Assistant Secretary, shall conduct 
an assessment and analysis regarding the 
contribution of the digital economy to the 
economy of the United States. 

(c) CONSIDERATIONS AND CONSULTATION.—In 
conducting each assessment and analysis re-
quired under subsection (b), the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) consider the impact of— 
(A) the deployment and adoption of— 
(i) digital-enabling infrastructure; and 
(ii) broadband; 
(B) e-commerce and platform-enabled peer- 

to-peer commerce; and 
(C) the production and consumption of dig-

ital media, including free media; and 
(2) consult with— 
(A) the heads of any agencies and offices of 

the Federal Government as the Secretary 
considers appropriate, including the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, the Commissioner of 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration, 
and the Federal Communications Commis-
sion; 

(B) representatives of the business commu-
nity, including rural and urban internet 
service providers and telecommunications 
infrastructure providers; 

(C) representatives from State, local, and 
tribal government agencies; and 

(D) representatives from consumer and 
community organizations. 

(d) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to 
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port regarding the findings of the Secretary 
with respect to each assessment and analysis 
conducted under subsection (b). 

f 

PROTECTING AFFORDABLE MORT-
GAGES FOR VETERANS ACT OF 
2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 1749, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1749) to clarify seasoning require-

ments for certain refinanced mortgage loans, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

If not, the bill having been read the 
third time, the question is, Shall the 
bill pass? 

The bill (S. 1749) was passed, as fol-
lows: 

S. 1749 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting 
Affordable Mortgages for Veterans Act of 
2019’’. 
SEC. 2. SEASONING REQUIREMENTS FOR CER-

TAIN REFINANCED MORTGAGE 
LOANS. 

(a) GINNIE MAE.—Section 306(g)(1) of the 
National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1721(g)(1)) is 
amended by striking the second sentence. 

(b) VETERANS LOANS.—Section 3709(c) of 
title 38, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in the matter before paragraph (1), by 
striking ‘‘is refinanced’’ and inserting ‘‘is a 
refinance’’; and 

(2) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2) and 
inserting the following new paragraphs: 

‘‘(1) the date on which the borrower has 
made at least six consecutive monthly pay-
ments on the loan being refinanced; and 

‘‘(2) the date that is 210 days after the first 
payment due date of the loan being refi-
nanced.’’. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act may be construed to restrict or oth-
erwise modify the authorities of the Govern-
ment National Mortgage Association. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE WEEK OF 
JUNE 1, 2019, THROUGH JUNE 9, 
2019, AS ‘‘NATIONAL FISHING 
AND BOATING WEEK’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration and that the Senate now 
proceed to S. Res. 174. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 174) expressing sup-

port for the designation of the week of June 
1, 2019, through June 9, 2019, as ‘‘National 
Fishing and Boating Week’’. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:55 Jun 06, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00045 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G05JN6.073 S05JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3268 June 5, 2019 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 174) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of April 30, 2019, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TIANANMEN 
SQUARE MASSACRE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the For-
eign Relations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. Res. 221 and the Senate proceed to 
its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 221) recognizing the 

30th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square 
massacre and condemning the intensifying 
repression and human rights violations by 
the Chinese Communist Party and the use of 
surveillance by Chinese authorities. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 221) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, 

was printed in the RECORD of May 23, 
2019, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 237, S. Res. 238, and S. 
Res. 239. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the resolutions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the question is on 
agreeing to the resolutions en bloc. 

The resolutions (S. Res. 237, S. Res. 
238, and S. Res. 239) were agreed to. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
ambles be agreed to and the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—S.J. RES 20 AND S.J. RES. 
26 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that with re-
spect to S.J. Res. 20 and S.J. Res 26, 
Senator PAUL, or his designee, be rec-
ognized at a time to be determined by 
the majority leader in consultation 
with the Democratic leader, but no 
later than June 14, to make a motion 
to discharge such resolution; further, 
that there be up to an hour of debate 
on each motion, equally divided be-
tween the proponents and the oppo-
nents, with 7 minutes reserved for both 
the chairman and the ranking member 
respectively, prior to each vote; and 
that following the use or yielding back 
of that time, the Senate vote in rela-
tion to the motion to discharge; fur-
ther, that if either motion to discharge 
is agreed to, the joint resolution be eli-
gible for the expedited procedures 
under the Arms Export Control Act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 
2019, AND MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn, to then convene for a pro 
forma session only, with no business 
conducted on Thursday, June 6, at 10:30 
a.m. I further ask that when the Sen-
ate adjourns on Thursday, June 6, it 
next convene at 3 p.m., Monday, June 
10, and that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, morning business be closed, 
the Senate proceed to executive session 
and resume consideration of the Holte 
nomination. Finally, notwithstanding 
the provisions of rule XXII, that the 
cloture motions filed during today’s 
session ripen upon disposition of the 
Hertling nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, the Senate will 
vote on confirmation of the Holte, Al-
ston, Jr., and Hertling nominations, as 
well as cloture on the Morrison nomi-
nation, in the order listed at 5:30 p.m., 
Monday, June 10. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL THURSDAY, 
JUNE 6, 2019, AT 10:30 A.M. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:21 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
June 6, 2019, at 10:30 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
COMMISSION 

AMY KARPEL, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMIS-
SION FOR A TERM EXPIRING JUNE 16, 2023, VICE IRVING A. 
WILLIAMSON, TERM EXPIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

KELLEY ECKELS CURRIE, OF GEORGIA, TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR AT LARGE FOR GLOBAL WOMEN’S ISSUES. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

KENNETH CHARLES CANTERBURY, JR., OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA, TO BE DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TO-
BACCO, FIREARMS, AND EXPLOSIVES, VICE BYRON TODD 
JONES, RESIGNED. 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

LT. GEN. ERIC P. WENDT 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. MICHAEL R. BERRY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. MICHEL M. RUSSELL, SR. 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. CURTIS A. BUZZARD 
COL. ANDREW C. HILMES 
COL. PATRICK R. MICHAELIS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. JOSEPH L. BIEHLER 
BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM B. BLAYLOCK II 
BRIG. GEN. THOMAS R. BOUCHARD 
BRIG. GEN. PAUL B. CHAUNCEY III 
BRIG. GEN. JOHANNA P. CLYBORNE 
BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM J. EDWARDS 
BRIG. GEN. LEE M. ELLIS 
BRIG. GEN. PABLO ESTRADA, JR. 
BRIG. GEN. LAPTHE C. FLORA 
BRIG. GEN. TROY D. GALLOWAY 
BRIG. GEN. LEE W. HOPKINS 
BRIG. GEN. MARVIN T. HUNT 
BRIG. GEN. MARK C. JACKSON 
BRIG. GEN. RICHARD F. JOHNSON 
BRIG. GEN. TIM C. LAWSON 
BRIG. GEN. KEVIN D. LYONS 
BRIG. GEN. MICHAEL A. MITCHELL 
BRIG. GEN. MICHEL A. NATALI 
BRIG. GEN. CHAD J. PARKER 
BRIG. GEN. GREGORY C. PORTER 
BRIG. GEN. JEFFREY D. SMILEY 
BRIG. GEN. DAVID N. VESPER 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

CAPT. HUAN T. NGUYEN 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR APPOINT-
MENT TO THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531: 

To be lieutenant colonel 

JASON A. KOSKINEN 

To be major 

ROBIN T. BINGHAM 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 
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