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and its now-notorious acts of civil dis-
obedience. They made it their business
to make authority figures nervous.
Nervousness, however, is not an excep-
tion to the First Amendment. The stu-
dents knew that, so the lawsuits start-
ed flying. The students’ case finally
made it to the Supreme Court, which
held that ‘‘the First Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States ap-
plies in full force on the campuses of
public colleges and universities.” That
case, Healy v. James, was a win for free
speech. Although precedent continues
to trend in the right direction, the
First Amendment is in danger on the
American college campus. From so-
called free speech zones to severely re-
stricted speech codes, campus officials
are doing their best to ensure that stu-
dents are protected from anything that
may challenge their preexisting no-
tions of right and wrong.

Instead of creating a safe environ-
ment, these policies have backfired,
creating an atmosphere of fear and vio-
lence toward opposing viewpoints.

Just this past April, protesters at the
University of Texas at Austin used
smoke bombs to shut down a pro-life
speaker at a Young Conservatives of
Texas event.

In 2017, the editorial staff at Welles-
ley College’s student newspaper threat-
ened hostility toward anyone whose be-
liefs—their beliefs; not just their words
but their beliefs—did not fit into the
acceptable liberal mold.

That same year, Middlebury College
campus—their left behaved so disgrace-
fully that one progressive columnist
begged the students at his alma mater
to find a way to protest views they dis-
agree with without shutting down
speech entirely.

In the face of such hostility toward
free and open debate, I ask this body,
what have we done, and what can be
done to turn back the tide?

Today, on the eve of National Higher
Education Day, I am introducing the
Campus Free Speech Resolution of 2019.
It is a first step in restoring sanity to
free speech for American college stu-
dents. This resolution first and fore-
most recognizes that free speech zones
and restrictive speech codes contradict
the guarantees of the First Amend-
ment. It recognizes that universities
should protect the free and open ex-
change of ideas and that freedom of
speech is worth protecting in a world
increasingly hostile to democracy.

Through this resolution, I encourage
the Secretary of Education to promote
policies that encourage intellectual cu-
riosity, viewpoint diversity, and de-
bate. Last but not least, I encourage
the Attorney General to defend and
protect the First Amendment.

Standing by as universities surrender
to activists who value their own com-
fort over the free exchange of ideas
isn’t just a mistake; it is a moral in-
version.

We have a duty to make sure younger
generations understand that protecting
the First Amendment means pro-
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tecting one another in the public
square—even if we want more than
anything to shut down what we are
hearing. I may disagree with what you
have to say, but I will defend your
right to say it.

Above all, we have a duty to help
them understand that an America
where curiosity is replaced by sus-
picion, where debate is replaced by in-
timidation, and where speech is re-
placed by silence is no America at all.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 234—AFFIRM-
ING THE UNITED STATES COM-
MITMENT TO THE TWO-STATE
SOLUTION TO THE ISRAELI-PAL-
ESTINIAN CONFLICT, AND NOT-
ING THAT ISRAELI ANNEXATION
OF TERRITORY IN THE WEST
BANK WOULD UNDERMINE
PEACE AND ISRAEL’S FUTURE
AS A JEWISH AND DEMOCRATIC
STATE

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. BALD-
WIN, and Mr. UDALL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 234

Whereas longstanding United States policy
has recognized that a two-state solution to
achieve peace between the Israelis and Pal-
estinians would serve as the best hope for
peace and security in the region;

Whereas roadmaps for peace outlined by
President Bill Clinton, President George W.
Bush, and President Barack Obama reflected
the bipartisan United States policy pro-
moting a negotiated two-state solution that
supports the self-determination of both
Israelis and Palestinians;

Whereas successive United States adminis-
trations of different political parties identi-
fied settlement expansion as an impediment
to peace;

Whereas Israel’s status as a Jewish and
democratic state has been indispensable to
its national identity throughout its history;

Whereas Israel has built and maintained
relationships with its Arab neighbors;

Whereas ongoing security coordination be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians promotes
stability;

Whereas deep United States-Israel coopera-
tion provides significant mutual benefit to
the security and prosperity of both countries
and strengthens the unbreakable bond be-
tween the people of each country; and

Whereas any resolution to the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict must guarantee Israel’s se-
curity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the policy of the United States should
be to preserve conditions conducive to a ne-
gotiated two-state solution;

(2) United States efforts to promote peace
between the Israelis and Palestinians should
explicitly endorse a two-state solution as the
goal of any process to resolve the conflict’s
core issues;

(3) unilateral annexation of portions of the
West Bank would jeopardize prospects for a
two-state solution, harm Israel’s relation-
ship with its Arab neighbors, threaten
Israel’s Jewish and democratic identity, and
undermine Israel’s security; and

(4) a two-state solution is the best hope to
preserve Israel’s Jewish and democratic na-

S3263

ture while fulfilling the Palestinians’ right
to self-determination, creating a foundation
for just and durable peace and prosperity.

SENATE RESOLUTION 235—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 12, 2019, AS
“WOMEN VETERANS APPRECIA-
TION DAY”

Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mrs.
BLACKBURN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 235

Whereas, throughout all periods of the his-
tory of the United States, women have
proudly served the United States to secure
and preserve freedom and liberty for—

(1) the people of the United States; and

(2) the allies of the United States;

Whereas women have formally been a part
of the United States Armed Forces since the
establishment of the Army Nurse Corps in
1901, but have informally served since the in-
ception of the United States military;

Whereas women have served honorably and
with valor, including—

(1) disguised as male soldiers during the
American Revolution and the Civil War;

(2) as nurses during World War I and World
War II; and

(3) as combat helicopter pilots in Afghani-
stan;

Whereas, as of May 2019, women constitute
approximately 15 percent of United States
Armed Forces personnel on active duty, in-
cluding—

(1) nearly 19 percent of active duty per-
sonnel in the Air Force;

(2) 18 percent of active duty personnel in
the Navy;

(3) 14 percent of active duty personnel in
the Army;

(4) 8 percent of active duty personnel in the
Marine Corps; and

(5) nearly 15 percent of active duty per-
sonnel in the Coast Guard;

Whereas, as of May 2019, women constitute
nearly 21 percent of personnel in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves;

Whereas by 2020—

(1) the population of women veterans is ex-
pected to reach 2,000,000, which represents an
exponential increase from 1,100,000 in 1980;
and

(2) women veterans are expected to con-
stitute more than 10 percent of the total vet-
eran population;

Whereas the United States is proud of and
appreciates the service of all women vet-
erans who have demonstrated great skill,
sacrifice, and commitment to defending the
principles upon which the United States was
founded and which the United States con-
tinues to uphold;

Whereas women veterans have unique sto-
ries and should be encouraged to share their
recollections through the Veterans History
Project, which has worked since 2000 to col-
lect and share the personal accounts of war-
time veterans in the United States; and

Whereas, by designing June 12, 2019, as
“Women Veterans Appreciation Day’’, the
Senate can—

(1) highlight the growing presence of
women in the Armed Forces and the Na-
tional Guard; and

(2) pay respect to women veterans for their
dutiful military service: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates June
12, 2019, as ‘“Women Veterans Appreciation
Day’”’ to recognize the service and sacrifices
of women veterans who have served valiantly
on behalf of the United States.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 236—RE-
AFFIRMING THE STRONG PART-
NERSHIP BETWEEN TUNISIA AND
THE UNITED STATES AND SUP-
PORTING THE PEOPLE OF TUNI-
SIA IN THEIR CONTINUED PUR-
SUIT OF DEMOCRATIC REFORMS

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr.
ROMNEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 236

Whereas relations between the United
States and Tunisia began in 1795, and the 2
countries have partnered in trade and secu-
rity since the signing of the Treaty of Peace
and Friendship, signed at Tunis, August 28,
1797;

Whereas the United States was the first
major power to recognize a sovereign Tuni-
sia, following its independence from France
in 1956;

Whereas the people of the United States
and of Tunisia share core values, such as re-
spect for human rights, democracy, and the
rule of law;

Whereas, on January 14, 2011, the peaceful
mass protests of the Jasmine Revolution
successfully brought to an end the authori-
tarian rule of President Ben Ali;

Whereas, in the aftermath of Ben Ali’s res-
ignation, Tunisians—

(1) initiated a peaceful, consensus-based,
and inclusive transition to democracy;

(2) held the first competitive, multi-party
democratic elections of the 2011 Arab Spring;

(3) adopted a new constitution in 2014; and

(4) held new elections under that constitu-
tion later that year;

Whereas, on December 31, 2014, after win-
ning a free and fair presidential election,
Beji Caid Essebsi was inaugurated as the
first freely elected President of Tunisia;

Whereas, on October 9, 2015, the Norwegian
Nobel Committee awarded the Tunisian Na-
tional Dialogue Quartet, a coalition of 4 civil
society organizations, the 2015 Nobel Peace
Prize for the coalition’s work—

(1) building on the promise of the 2011 Jas-
mine Revolution; and

(2) ensuring that the transition of Tunisia
into a democracy did not descend into vio-
lence or renewed authoritarianism;

Whereas Tunisia has been the only North
African country to achieve a ‘‘Free” rating
by the Freedom House’s annual Freedom in
the World report, and has maintained a
“Free’ rating since 2015;

Whereas the political evolution of Tunisia
stands as an inspiration for citizens of other
states aspiring to establish the institutions
of democracy after a history of autocratic
rule;

Whereas Tunisia suffered significant ter-
rorist attacks in 2015 and 2016;

Whereas, on October 29, 2018, a terrorist at-
tack on Avenue Habib Bourguiba in Tunis
wounded 20 people and was perpetrated by an
unemployed university graduate who had
been unemployed for 3 years and had no
known ties to terrorist groups;

Whereas, in the aftermath of these at-
tacks, citizens and leaders of Tunisia have
reaffirmed their commitment to dialogue,
pluralism, and democracy;

Whereas a significant number of Tunisian
fighters for extremist groups, including the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) report-
edly returned to Tunisia, many clandes-
tinely, between 2011 and 2018;

Whereas Tunisia continues to face serious
threats to its security from violent extrem-
ist groups operating within the country as
well as in neighboring countries;
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Whereas, in July 2015, President Obama
designated Tunisia as a major non-NATO
ally;

Whereas Tunisia has committed approxi-
mately 15 percent of its budget to defense
and interior ministries for counterterrorism
in recent years, at the expense of economic
and social development;

Whereas Tunisia faces economic chal-
lenges, including high inflation and high un-
employment, especially among young
Tunisians;

Whereas the United States Government is
committed to continuing a strong economic
partnership with Tunisia as its government
undertakes reforms to transform its econ-
omy to meet the aspirations of all of the
citizens of Tunisia;

Whereas it is in the interest of the United
States, and consistent with the values of the
United States, to support the aspirations of
the people of Tunisia in developing a plu-
ralist democracy and transparent, effective
institutions;

Whereas, in accordance with the United
States-Tunisia strategic partnership, both
countries are dedicated to working together
to promote—

(1) economic development and business op-
portunities in Tunisia;

(2) education for the advancement of long-
term development in Tunisia; and

(3) increased security cooperation to ad-
dress common threats in Tunisia and across
the region; and

Whereas the United States Government
should provide a level of funding to strongly
assist and reinforce Tunisia’s promising
transition into a democratic, stable, and
prosperous nation:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the people of Tunisia for
their commitment to democracy, the rule of
law, and free and fair elections;

(2) commends the political leaders of Tuni-
sia for their willingness to compromise and
work together in the national interest;

(3) condemns all acts of terrorism, and ex-
tends condolences to the families of victims
of terrorism and to the people and Govern-
ment of Tunisia;

(4) commends the people and Government
of Tunisia for their resilience in the face of
terrorist attacks and their enduring commit-
ment to a free, democratic, and peaceful Re-
public of Tunisia;

(5) encourages President Essebi, Head of
Government Chahed, and the Parliament of
Tunisia to work together to accelerate eco-
nomic reforms and anti-corruption measures;

(6) looks forward to new free and fair par-
liamentary and presidential elections sched-
uled for the last several months of 2019;

(7) calls on the Government of Tunisia—

(A) to fully implement the Tunisian Con-
stitution of 2014, including the protection of
civil liberties and the establishment of new
institutions, such as the Constitutional
Court;

(B) to continue its commitment to demo-
cratic accountability and transitional jus-
tice, including with regard to corruption;

(C) to continue decentralizing political
power to local governments, which is a key
step toward more accountable governance
and a means to address long-standing issues
of dramatic regional disparity in health care,
education, poverty, and infrastructure; and

(D) to further develop its plan to identify,
prosecute, deradicalize, or reintegrate into
society Tunisian fighters returned from
abroad;

(8) calls on the neighbors and partners of
Tunisia to work cooperatively with the Gov-
ernment of Tunisia to counter terrorist
threats, secure borders, and support the
democratic transition of Tunisia;
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(9) reaffirms the national interest of the
United States in continued democracy in Tu-
nisia, including—

(A) respect for the rule of law;

(B) independent media;

(C) a vibrant civil society; and

(D) universal rights and freedoms, includ-
ing equal rights for all citizens and freedom
of speech;

(10) affirms the national interest of the
United States in Tunisia’s economic pros-
perity and development, including through
increased foreign direct investment, tour-
ism, entrepreneurship, technical coopera-
tion, and strengthened trade ties;

(11) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States Government to Tunisia, in-
cluding a commitment to provide appro-
priate levels of assistance, in support of the
ongoing transition of Tunisia to an inclu-
sive, prosperous, and secure democracy;

(12) recognizes important partnerships, in-
cluding—

(A) the U.S.-Tunisia Strategic Dialogue;

(B) the U.S.-Tunisia Joint Military Com-
mission;

(C) the U.S.-Tunisia Joint Economic Com-
mission;

(D) the Tunisian American Enterprise
Fund; and

(E) international educational exchange
programs, including the Fulbright Program
and the Thomas Jefferson Scholars Program;

(13) urges increased United States engage-
ment and cooperation with the people and
Government of Tunisia, including—

(A) Tunisia’s democratic institutions;

(B) civil society;

(C) schools and universities;

(D) independent media; and

(E) the private sector; and

(14) reaffirms the historic and continuing
friendship between the people of the United
States and the people of Tunisia.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  237—SUP-
PORTING THE MISSION AND
GOALS OF NATIONAL CRIME VIC-
TIMS® RIGHTS WEEK IN 2019,
WHICH INCLUDE INCREASING
PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE
RIGHTS, NEEDS, AND CONCERNS
OF, AND SERVICES AVAILABLE
TO ASSIST, VICTIMS AND SUR-
VIVORS OF CRIME IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. CRAPO)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 237

Whereas, in 2017, according to a survey by
the Bureau of Justice Statistics—

(1) an estimated 5,600,000 violent victimiza-
tions were committed against residents of
the United States who were 12 years of age or
older; and

(2) households in the United States experi-
enced an estimated 13,340,000 property vic-
timizations;

Whereas, in 2017, only 45 percent of violent
crimes and 36 percent of property victimiza-
tions were reported to police;

Whereas, as of 2015, the most conservative
estimate for the economic losses sustained
by victims of property crimes and victims of
violent crime was approximately
$11,200,000,000 per year;

Whereas the economic cost alone does not
fully describe the emotional, physical, and
psychological impact endured by a victim of
crime;

Whereas crime can touch the life of any in-
dividual, regardless of the age, race, national
origin, religion, or gender of the individual;
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