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S. 1544
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1544, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for payment for services of ra-
diologist assistants under the Medicare
program, and for other purposes.
S. 1564
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1564, a bill to require the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission and
certain Federal agencies to carry out a
study relating to accounting standards,
and for other purposes.
S. 1615
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1615, a bill to amend titles 10 and
37, United States Code, to provide com-
pensation and credit for retired pay
purposes for maternity leave taken by
members of the reserve components,
and for other purposes.
S. 1664
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1664, a bill to require re-
porting on prescription drug expendi-
tures under group health plans and on
prescription drug price changes, and
for other purposes.
S. RES. 99
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. Bo0ozZMAN) and the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 99, a resolution
expressing the sense of the Senate that
Congress should take all appropriate
measures to ensure that the United
States Postal Service remains an inde-
pendent establishment of the Federal
Government and is not subject to pri-
vatization.
S. RES. 120
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 120, a resolution opposing ef-
forts to delegitimize the State of Israel
and the Global Boycott, Divestment,
and Sanctions Movement targeting
Israel.
S. RES. 184
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 184, a resolution con-
demning the Easter Sunday terrorist
attacks in Sri Lanka, offering sincere
condolences to the victims, to their
families and friends, and to the people
and nation of Sri Lanka, and express-
ing solidarity and support for Sri
Lanka.
S. RES. 195
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 195, a resolution opposing the lift-
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ing of sanctions imposed with respect
to Iran without addressing Iran’s nu-
clear program, ballistic missile devel-
opment, support for terrorism, and
other destabilizing activities.

S. RES. 212

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) and the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 212, a
resolution celebrating the 100th anni-
versary of the passage and ratification
of the 19th Amendment, providing for
women’s suffrage, to the Constitution
of the United States.

At the request of Mr. SASSE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 212, supra.

S. RES. 221

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator
from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 221, a
resolution recognizing the 30th anni-
versary of the Tiananmen Square mas-
sacre and condemning the intensifying
repression and human rights violations
by the Chinese Communist Party and
the use of surveillance by Chinese au-
thorities, and for other purposes.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself,

Mr. YOUNG, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr.
ISAKSON):

S. 1703. A bill to amend the Internal

Revenue Code of 1986 to reform the low-

income housing credit, and for other

purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.
Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I

rise today to speak about the introduc-
tion of Senate legislation to help us
deal with the affordable housing crisis
in the United States of America.

Many of my colleagues know how
pervasive this problem is. Not only is
affordable housing a crisis, but the
homeless population that results from
not having enough housing stock in the
United States of America is also a cri-
sis and ends up costing us more money
to deal with the same population.

This is not a new issue. It is not a
new problem. We have been trying to
fight to address this issue in the U.S.
Senate and to deal with the affordable
housing crisis for years, but the mag-
nitude of the problem is getting worse.
We need to respond by helping to in-
crease supply. That is because we have
so many demographic trends which we
see in report after report citing and
documenting what is happening in the
United States of America.

We have an ever-increasing senior
population that is living longer and
baby boomers reaching retirement,
many of whom need more affordable
housing than there is in the market-
place.

We have returning veterans from our
overseas missions who are coming
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home and who also need affordable
housing.

We need workforce housing. Many
parts of the United States of America
have had great economic success but
have not kept pace with the amount of
housing stock, and, thus, the supply
and pricing has resulted in astronom-
ical challenges to provide affordable
housing within a region that doesn’t
leave people driving hours a day just to
commute to their jobs.

We have the remnants of our eco-
nomic crisis during the great recession
that left so many people without af-
fordable housing and the fact that we
did not keep pace with supply.

Over the last 2 years, I have worked
with many organizations at the na-
tional level and participated in the an-
nouncement of many reports done by
practically every institution of any
significance in the United States. They
all came to the same conclusion: We
need to increase supply.

That is why I am introducing the Af-
fordable Housing Tax Credit Improve-
ment Act of 2019, along with my col-
leagues Senator YOUNG of Indiana, Sen-
ator ISAKSON of Georgia, and Senator
WYDEN of Oregon, to strengthen and
improve the affordable tax credit that
we already have in place. My col-
leagues in the House—Representatives
DELBENE, MARCHANT, BEYER, and
WALORSKI—are also introducing com-
panion legislation today.

We did make progress in the last
Congress in increasing the affordable
tax credit. This tax credit helps pro-
vide resources for 90 percent of the fed-
erally-funded affordable housing that is
built in the United States of America.
That is because it takes the tax credit
to incent people to build at this more
affordable rate.

I have always said to my colleagues
that I am willing to consider any other
ideas that we have to increase afford-
able housing and will work with any-
body to increase supply in the United
States, and I am open to any ideas. But
until we have ideas that are more suc-
cessful than this, I am going to con-
tinue to push the affordable housing
tax credit and push to increase the sup-
ply of the tax credit so that we can in-
crease the supply of affordable housing.

We have a housing crisis in the State
of Washington. It doesn’t matter
whether you are in Spokane or Walla
Walla or Yakima or Vancouver. Our
urban areas feel it the most and are
most pinched. It causes problems for
our law enforcement. It causes prob-
lems for our healthcare delivery sys-
tem. It causes problems for our trans-
portation system. The way out of this
problem is to build more affordable
housing.

Increasing the amount of tax credit
by 50 percent over the next 10 years
will give our States, our cities, and our
counties more resources to build af-
fordable housing. It will also provide
stability in the wvalue of affordable
housing tax credits used in the bond fi-
nance markets and place a 4-percent
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floor under the credit. This gives more
certainty to those who are building
housing and producing it and rehabili-
tating that in the market.

It also maximizes the availability of
the private activity bonds by recycling
any multifamily bonds that are used
along with housing credits to build af-
fordable housing. Together, these steps
would help us build hundreds of thou-
sands of new units of affordable hous-
ing over the next 10 years.

In my State and other States, it
would mean that we would see a 50-per-
cent increase in the amount of credit
available over the next 10 years. That
is so important because each housing
project that is built takes more people
out of the dire situations they are in,
takes the vulnerable population and
gives them the opportunity to move
forward.

It also saves us dollars. The Senate
Finance Committee has heard time and
again from those testifying—whether it
is the homebuilders or the health in-
surance industry—that it is more cost-
ly to deal with this population while
they are homeless. That is to say, you
can’t deliver job training to a tent.
And somebody who doesn’t have proper
home and a stable place to live is more
likely to show up in our healthcare de-
livery system, costing us more money.

This legislation will also make it
easier for formerly homeless students
to also get help from the affordable
housing tax credit under current HUD
rules of the program.

It also helps those who are protected
under the Violence Against Women Act
can also qualify for affordable housing
as they have in the past.

We know that the challenge of mov-
ing forward on affordable housing is
something that is a bipartisan issue.
The tax credit has had bipartisan sup-
port for many, many years in the U.S.
Congress. We just need to put the pedal
to the metal and provide more of the
tax credit so that we can get more af-
fordable housing built in the United
States of America.

I hope my colleagues will help by
signing on to this legislation, and as
we discuss various proposals in the Fi-
nance Committee regarding tax policy,
I hope my colleagues will help us push
to our States and communities more
solutions that will deal with this crisis.

By Mr. JONES:

S. 1708. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a re-
fundable tax credit for the installation
of a storm shelter at a qualified resi-
dence; to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. JONES. Mr. President, the sec-
ond bill I have introduced today would
create a one-time refundable tax credit
of up to $2,500 for homeowners to build
or purchase a storm shelter for their
home. It would ensure that people
won’t have to travel dangerous dis-
tances to seek shelter in the event of
sudden severe weather.

Alabamians know all too well that
extreme weather can strike at any
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time, especially now as we move from
the spring tornado season into the
summer hurricane season. That is why
I want to use this opportunity today to
urge every single one of my colleagues
to support these bills and these efforts
so that all of our communities can be
better prepared when natural disasters
strike, and they will.

In Lee County, I have been discussing
with local officials these two bills,
which are just a step. They are obvious
steps to me. Not everybody can afford
to buy a storm shelter, so the tax cred-
it would not be available. So, working
with the Lee County M.A. and officials
on the ground, we are trying to learn
best practices. What can we better do
to harden those areas where people live
in the rural communities so they will
not lose their lives, much less all of
their possessions? That is what we are
planning to do, and the two bills today
are first steps.

I sincerely hope going forward that
helping fellow Americans who have suf-
fered disasters will no longer be the
partisan issue that it suddenly became
this year and that we can get back to
the business of taking care of our citi-
zens and those who have sent us here to
represent them.

By Mr. JONES (for himself, Mr.
KENNEDY, and Mr. CASSIDY):

S. 1709. A bill to direct the Secretary
of Transportation to establish a grant
program to improve evacuation routes
in rural communities, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

Mr. JONES. Mr. President, while it is
critical that communities get the dis-
aster relief they need after the fact, it
is also important that folks can better
prepare for natural disasters and help
make our communities safer so that we
can reduce the impact and costs of the
inevitable severe weather we will have
in this country.

The 2019 hurricane season is upon us.
It started just last Saturday. Folks in
my neck of the woods and especially
down in South Alabama know that
means storms can come at any time.
Fortunately with hurricanes, they can
get some warning, but for tornadoes
like the ones that hit Lee County, it is
just minutes.

It is not a question of whether severe
weather will happen; it is a question of
when and where. It is also a question of
whether we will be prepared when it
strikes again. That is why today I am
introducing two bills. The first is co-
sponsored by my Louisiana colleagues,
Senators KENNEDY and CASSIDY. It
would establish a new grant program
through the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation that would award up to $100
million for projects to improve emer-
gency evacuation routes in small and
rural communities.

Generally in our State and in a lot of
the coastal States, there is only one or
two major evacuation routes, which is
just not enough to handle the situation
should another hurricane hit the gulf.
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This grant money would help expand
those routes.

The grants would be used for two pur-
poses: to build State and local con-
nector roads that would improve access
to the broader thoroughfares and to ex-
pand existing roads and bridges so that
folks can evacuate safely during ex-
treme weather events. These infra-
structure investments would also have
the additional benefit of serving rural
Alabama communities year-round and
expanding and improving some of our
aging roadways. With expanding and
improving aging roadways and giving
better access to rural communities,
economic expansion will follow.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  228—SUP-
PORTING MEASURES TAKEN BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF TAIWAN
TO DETER, OR IF SO COM-
PELLED, DEFEAT, AGGRESSION
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Mr. HAWLEY (for himself, Mr. COT-
TON, and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 228

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China has reaffirmed its intent
to seize control of Taiwan, including by
force;

Whereas, on May 28, 2019, Taiwan con-
ducted the annual Han Kuang Exercise, dem-
onstrating the ability of Taiwanese forces to
defend against invasion and other military
threats;

Whereas, in May 2019, United States and
Taiwanese national security advisors met in
Washington for the first time since Taiwan
and the United States ended formal diplo-
matic ties in 1979;

Whereas the Government of Taiwan has
gone to great lengths to cooperate and build
relations with the Government of the United
States and other nations; and

Whereas the United States and Taiwan
have continued to strengthen their relation-
ship, even as the Government of the People’s
Republic of China has intensified its threats
against the Government of Taiwan: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms and encourages strengthening
of United States-Taiwanese relations;

(2) condemns threats by the Government of
the People’s Republic of China against the
Government of Taiwan, including—

(A) continued rhetoric that could insinuate
an attack on the people or the Government
of Taiwan;

(B) military exercises demonstrating in-
tent to invade or otherwise attack Taiwan;
and

(C) propaganda used by the Government of
the People’s Republic of China;

(3) applauds the Government of Taiwan’s
adoption of the Overall Defense Concept;

(4) urges the Government of Taiwan to con-
tinue development of a more lethal and resil-
ient defensive posture in accordance with the
new Overall Defense Concept; and

(5) calls on the governments of all nations
to support a strong, prosperous, and demo-
cratic Taiwan as part of a shared commit-
ment to the security and stability of the
Indo-Pacific region.
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