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critical strategy to improve the educational
attainment of those students: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates Vision To Learn on help-
ing 200,000 students;

(2) recognizes Vision To Learn as a na-
tional leader in providing school-based vi-
sion care and commends the strides the orga-
nization has made in that effort; and

(3) supports the mission of Vision To Learn
to ensure that no child goes without the
glasses needed for that child to succeed in
school and in life.

SENATE RESOLUTION 223—EX-

PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF MAY 17, 2019,
AS “DIPG PEDIATRIC BRAIN
CANCER AWARENESS DAY’ TO
RAISE AWARENESS OF AND EN-
COURAGE RESEARCH ON DIF-
FUSE INTRINSIC PONTINE
GLIOMA TUMORS AND PEDI-
ATRIC CANCERS IN GENERAL

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. REED,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, and Mr. CASEY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 223

Whereas diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma
(referred to in this preamble as ‘“‘DIPG’’) tu-
mors regularly affect 200 to 400 children in
the United States each year;

Whereas brain tumors are the leading
cause of cancer-related death among chil-
dren;

Whereas, during childhood, DIPG tumors
are—

(1) the second most common type of malig-
nant brain tumor; and

(2) the leading cause of pediatric brain can-
cer deaths;

Whereas, with respect to a child who is di-
agnosed with a DIPG tumor and receives
treatment for a DIPG tumor, the median
amount of time that the child survives after
diagnosis is only 9 months;

Whereas, with respect to an individual who
is diagnosed with a DIPG tumor, the rate of
survival 5 years after diagnosis is approxi-
mately 2 percent;

Whereas the average age at which a child
is diagnosed with a DIPG tumor is between 5
and 9 years, resulting in a life expectancy ap-
proximately 70 years shorter than the aver-
age life expectancy in the United States; and

Whereas the prognosis for children diag-
nosed with DIPG tumors has not improved
over the past 40 years: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports—

(A) designating May 17, 2019, as ‘“‘DIPG Pe-
diatric Brain Cancer Awareness Day’’; and

(B) efforts—

(i) to better understand diffuse intrinsic
pontine glioma tumors;

(ii) to develop effective treatments for dif-
fuse intrinsic pontine glioma tumors; and

(iii) to provide comprehensive care for chil-
dren with diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma
tumors and their families; and

(2) encourages all individuals in the United
States to become more informed about—

(A) diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma tu-
mors;

(B) pediatric brain cancer in general; and

(C) challenges relating to research on pedi-
atric cancers and ways to advance such re-
search.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  224—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL NURSES
WEEK, TO BE OBSERVED FROM
MAY 6 THROUGH MAY 12, 2019

Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
MERKLEY) submitted the following res-

olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 224
Whereas, beginning in 1991, National

Nurses Week is celebrated annually from
May 6, also known as ‘‘National Recognition
Day for Nurses’, through May 12, the birth-
day of Florence Nightingale, the founder of
modern nursing;

Whereas National Nurses Week is a time of
yvear to reflect on the important contribu-
tions that nurses make to provide safe, high-
quality health care;

Whereas nurses are known to be patient
advocates, acting to protect the lives of indi-
viduals under their care;

Whereas nurses represent the largest single
component of the health care professions,
with an estimated population of 4,000,000 reg-
istered nurses in the United States;

Whereas nurses are leading in the delivery
of quality care in a transformed health care
system that improves patient outcomes and
safety;

Whereas the Future of Nursing report of
the Institute of Medicine has called for the
nursing profession to meet the call for lead-
ership in a team-based delivery model;

Whereas, when nurse staffing levels in-
crease, the risk of patient complications and
lengthy hospital stays decreases, resulting in
cost savings;

Whereas nurses are experienced research-
ers, and the work of nurses encompasses a
wide scope of scientific inquiry, including
clinical research, health systems and out-
comes research, and nursing education re-
search;

Whereas nurses provide care that is sen-
sitive to the regional and community cus-
toms of individuals needing care;

Whereas nurses are well-positioned to pro-
vide leadership to eliminate health care dis-
parities that exist in the United States;

Whereas nurses are the cornerstone of the
public health infrastructure, promoting
healthy lifestyles and educating commu-
nities on disease prevention and health pro-
motion;

Whereas nurses help inform, educate, and
work closely with legislators to improve—

(1) the education, retention, recruitment,
and practice of all nurses; and

(2) the health and safety of the patients for
whom the nurses care;

Whereas there is a need—

(1) to strengthen nursing workforce devel-
opment programs at all levels, including the
number of doctorally prepared faculty mem-
bers; and

(2) to provide education to the nurse re-
search scientists who can develop new nurs-
ing care models to improve the health status
of the diverse population of the TUnited
States;

Whereas nurses touch the lives of the peo-
ple of the United States through every stage
of life; and

Whereas nursing has been voted the most
honest and ethical profession in the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Nurses Week, as founded by the Amer-
ican Nurses Association;

(2) recognizes the significant contributions
of nurses to the health care system in the
United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Nurses Week with
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appropriate recognition, ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs to demonstrate the im-
portance of nurses to the everyday lives of
patients.

—

SENATE RESOLUTION  225—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS OF INTER-
NATIONAL MYALGIC
ENCEPHALOMYELITIS/CHRONIC
FATIGUE SYNDROME AWARE-
NESS DAY

Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. CooNs, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
KING, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. SINEMA, Mr.
CASEY, Ms. HARRIS, and Ms. WARREN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 225

Whereas the National Academy of Medi-
cine (referred to in this preamble as
“NAM”), formerly known as the Institute of
Medicine, has found Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis/Chronic  Fatigue Syn-
drome (referred to in this preamble as ‘“ME/
CFS”) to be ‘‘a serious, chronic, complex,
and systemic disease that frequently and
dramatically limits the activities of affected
patients’’;

Whereas between 836,000 and 2,500,000 indi-
viduals of all ages, races, and sexes in the
United States are believed to be afflicted
with ME/CFS, with millions more afflicted
by ME/CFS worldwide, and the vast majority
of individuals with ME/CFS are undiagnosed
or misdiagnosed;

Whereas ME/CFS is approximately 4 times
more prevalent in women than in men;

Whereas ME/CFS is a chronic disease with
no known cure and leaves %4 of individuals
with ME/CFS housebound or bedbound for
extended periods of time;

Whereas 50 to 75 percent of individuals
with ME/CFS cannot work or attend school;

Whereas medical expenses and lost produc-
tivity related to ME/CFS cost the economy
of the United States an estimated
$17,000,000,000 to $24,000,000,000 annually;

Whereas the cause of ME/CFS is unknown,
there is no diagnostic test for ME/CFS, and
there is no treatment for ME/CFS that is ap-
proved by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion;

Whereas NAM has noted a ‘‘paucity of re-
search” on ME/CFS and that ‘“‘more research
is essential’’;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention has called ME/CFS ‘‘Amer-
ica’s Hidden Health Crisis’’;

Whereas individuals with ME/CFS struggle
to find doctors to care for them, and ME/CFS
is included in less than %5 of medical school
curricula;

Whereas, in recognition of the dearth of re-
search on ME/CFS and the profound impact
that the disease has on individuals with ME/
CFS and their loved ones and caretakers, the
National Institutes of Health (referred to in
this preamble as the ‘“NIH”) is ‘“‘committed
to unraveling the underlying Dbiologic
cause(s) of ME/CFS as swiftly as possible,
and promoting research that will inform the
development of effective strategies for treat-
ment and prevention of this devastating con-
dition”’;

Whereas, in 2017, 11 Institutes at the NIH
and the Office of the Director of the NIH con-
tributed more than $7,000,000 in grants to as-
sist in establishing Collaborative Research
Centers and a Data Management Coordi-
nating Center to improve the coordination of
ME/CF'S research and help accelerate under-
standing of ME/CF'S; and
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Whereas, in 2019, May 12 is recognized as
International ME/CFS Awareness Day: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of International
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue
Syndrome Awareness Day;

(2) recognizes and affirms the commitment
of the United States to—

(A) supporting research and medical edu-
cation for Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chron-
ic Fatigue Syndrome; and

(B) promoting awareness among health
professionals and the public about Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syn-
drome; and

(3) recognizes the continued importance
of—

(A) health care professionals and medical
researchers who care for individuals with
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue
Syndrome; and

(B) those who work to discover the cause
of, and develop and improve diagnosis of,
treatments for, and a cure for, Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis/Chronic  Fatigue Syn-
drome.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 226—RECOG-
NIZING NATIONAL FOSTER CARE
MONTH AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO
RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE
CHALLENGES OF CHILDREN IN
THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM, AND
ENCOURAGING CONGRESS TO IM-
PLEMENT POLICY TO IMPROVE
THE LIVES OF CHILDREN IN THE
FOSTER CARE SYSTEM

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. JONES, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
CAssIDY, Mr. KING, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
KAINE, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. SCOTT of South
Carolina, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. PETERS, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
BrROWN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. ROSEN, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. ENZI, and Mr. YOUNG) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 226

Whereas National Foster Care Month was
established more than 20 years ago to—

(1) bring foster care issues to the forefront;

(2) highlight the importance of perma-
nency for every child; and

(3) recognize the essential role that foster
parents, social workers, and advocates have
in the lives of children in foster care
throughout the United States;

Whereas all children deserve a safe, loving,
and permanent home;

Whereas the primary goal of the foster
care system is to ensure the safety and well-
being of children while working to provide a
safe, loving, and permanent home for each
child;

Whereas there are approximately 443,000
children living in foster care;

Whereas there were approximately 269,690
youth that entered the foster care system in
2017, while over 69,000 youth were eligible
and awaiting adoption at the end of 2017;

Whereas the number of children living in
foster care and entering foster care has in-
creased dramatically in recent years;

Whereas over 96,000 children entered foster
care in 2017 due to parental drug abuse;

Whereas children of color are more likely
to stay in the foster care system for longer
periods of time and are less likely to be re-
united with their biological families;

Whereas foster parents are the front-line
caregivers for children who cannot safely re-
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main with their biological parents and pro-
vide physical care, emotional support, edu-
cation and advocacy, and are the largest sin-
gle source of families providing permanent
homes for children leaving foster care to
adoption;

Whereas children in foster care who are
placed with relatives, compared to children
placed with nonrelatives, have more sta-
bility, including fewer changes in place-
ments, have more positive perceptions of
their placements, are more likely to be
placed with their siblings, and demonstrate
fewer behavioral problems;

Whereas some relative caregivers receive
less financial assistance and support services
than do foster caregivers;

Whereas an increased emphasis on preven-
tion and reunification services is necessary
to reduce the number of children that are
forced to remain in the foster care system;

Whereas almost 20,000 youth ‘‘aged out’ of
foster care in 2017 without a legal permanent
connection to an adult or family;

Whereas children who age out of foster
care lack the security and support of a bio-
logical or adoptive family and frequently
struggle to secure affordable housing, obtain
health insurance, pursue higher education,
and acquire adequate employment;

Whereas foster care is intended to be a
temporary placement, but children remain
in the foster care system for an average of 20
months;

Whereas 35 percent of children in foster
care experience more than 2 placements
while in care, which often leads to disruption
of routines and the need to change schools
and move away from siblings, extended fami-
lies, and familiar surroundings;

Whereas youth in foster care are much
more likely to face educational instability
with 34 percent of foster youth experiencing
5 or more school changes by the age of 18;

Whereas children entering foster care often
confront the widespread misperception that
children in foster care are disruptive, unruly,
and dangerous, even though placement in
foster care is based on the actions of a par-
ent or guardian, not the child;

Whereas 30 percent of children in foster
care are taking at least 1 anti-psychotic
medication, and 34 percent of these children
are not receiving adequate treatment plan-
ning or medication monitoring;

Whereas, due to heavy caseloads and lim-
ited resources, the average turnover rate for
a child welfare worker is 30 percent;

Whereas States, localities, and commu-
nities should be encouraged to invest re-
sources in preventative and reunification
services and postpermanency programs to
ensure that more children in foster care are
provided with safe, loving, and permanent
placements;

Whereas, in 2018, Congress passed the Fam-
ily First Prevention Services Act, which pro-
vided new investments in prevention and
family reunification services to help more
families stay together and ensure more chil-
dren are in safe, loving, and permanent
homes;

Whereas Federal legislation over the past 3
decades, including the Adoption Assistance
and Child Welfare Act of 1980 (Public Law 96—
272), the Adoption and Safe Families Act of
1997 (Public Law 105-89), the Fostering Con-
nections to Success and Increasing Adop-
tions Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-351), the
Child and Family Services Improvement and
Innovation Act (Public Law 112-34), and the
Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strength-
ening Families Act (Public Law 113-183) pro-
vided new investments and services to im-
prove the outcomes of children in the foster
care system;

Whereas May 2019 is an appropriate month
to designate as National Foster Care Month
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to provide an opportunity to acknowledge
the accomplishments of the child-welfare
workforce, foster parents, advocacy commu-
nity, and mentors for their dedication, ac-
complishments, and positive impact they
have on the lives of children; and

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving,
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of National
Foster Care Month;

(2) recognizes National Foster Care Month
as an opportunity to raise awareness about
the challenges that children face in the fos-
ter care system;

(3) encourages Congress to implement pol-
icy to improve the lives of children in the
foster care system;

(4) acknowledges the unique needs of chil-
dren in the foster care system;

(5) recognizes foster youth throughout the
United States for their ongoing tenacity,
courage, and resilience while facing life chal-
lenges;

(6) acknowledges the exceptional alumni of
the foster care system who serve as advo-
cates and role models for youth who remain
in care;

(7) honors the commitment and dedication
of the individuals who work tirelessly to pro-
vide assistance and services to children in
the foster care system;

(8) supports the designation of May 31, 2019,
as National Foster Parent Appreciation Day;

(9) recognizes National Foster Parent Ap-
preciation Day as an opportunity to recog-
nize the efforts of foster parents to provide
safe and loving care for children in need and
raise awareness about the increasing need
for foster parents to serve in their commu-
nities; and

(10) reaffirms the need to continue working
to improve the outcomes of all children in
the foster care system through parts B and E
of title IV of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and other programs de-
signed to—

(A) support vulnerable families;

(B) invest in prevention and reunification
services;

(C) promote adoption in cases where reuni-
fication is not in the best interests of the
child;

(D) adequately serve those children
brought into the foster care system; and

(E) facilitate the successful transition into
adulthood for children that ‘‘age out’ of the
foster care system.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 250. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. SHELBY
(for himself and Mr. LEAHY)) proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 2157, making
supplemental appropriations for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019, and for other
purposes.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 250. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr.
SHELBY (for himself and Mr. LEAHY))
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 2157, making supplemental appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2019, and for other pur-
poses.

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

The following sums in this Act are appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury
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