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Storage Technology Act. I am pleased
to be partnering with Senator HEINRICH
on this initiative. I would also like to
thank Senator GARDNER, Senator
SMITH, Senator COONS, Senator
McSALLY, and Senator KING who have
joined us as original cosponsors of the
BEST Act.

Our bipartisan bill supports narrowly
tailored energy storage research to de-
velop the next generation of tech-
nologies at the Department of Energy.
Advancing next generation energy
storage technology will allow us to in-
tegrate more renewables into the
power grid, such as wind energy or
solar energy which, in turn, will help
to reduce emissions and slow climate
change.

Energy storage systems provide a
wide range of benefits. First, these
technologies increase the reliability
and the resilience of the electric grid
by limiting potential disruptions. En-
ergy storage helps us to better manage
supply and demand on the grid and al-
lows for the expanded use of renewable
energy. The reliability of our grid and
grid-scale storage systems go hand-in-
hand.

Second, this type of technology can
decrease energy costs, a goal that we
all share. In Maine, the price of elec-
tricity rises steeply during the coldest
days of the year. For example, in late
2017 and early 2018, very cold tempera-
tures in New England led to higher en-
ergy costs—more than a billion dollars
in the wholesale energy market—in
just 15 days.

The next generation of energy stor-
age technologies could help to trans-
form our grid, meaning that we would
no longer need to generate more expen-
sive power to meet demands during the
hottest and coldest days of the year.
Instead, we could use more affordable
energy sources that have been stored
for later use.

Third, energy storage systems can
allow for more intermittent renewable
sources, such as wind and solar power,
to be placed on the grid and used pre-
cisely when they are needed. The Aqua
Ventus, a floating, deepwater offshore
wind project being developed by the
University of Maine and a consortium
of groups, could benefit from energy
storage innovation. Off the coast of
Maine, there are very strong and con-
sistent winds where offshore wind tur-
bines can produce electricity almost 50
percent of the time. This next genera-
tion storage technology will ensure
that we can use this wind power closer
to 100 percent of the time by storing
electricity to use when the wind isn’t
blowing.

One of the biggest hurdles to com-
mercializing energy storage is cost. To
overcome this obstacle, our bill specifi-
cally directs the Department of Energy
to work to decrease the cost of this ex-
citing technology. This is similar to
the Department’s SunShot initiative
that decreased the price of solar power
by approximately 75 percent in less
than a decade.
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Furthermore, energy storage systems
are technology neutral. This bill will
foster innovation and enhance deploy-
ment of these innovative technologies
without picking winners or losers.

Specifically, our bill would do the
following: It would focus energy stor-
age research on highly flexible, longer
duration, and seasonal storage sys-
tems. It would support five energy
storage demonstration projects. The
bill would create a strategic plan and
allow the Department of Energy to de-
velop cost targets. It would coordinate
research and support the coordination
of research. Finally, the bill would au-
thorize $60 million annually for each of
the next 5 years.

I am pleased to report that our bipar-
tisan bill has earned very broad sup-
port, including the endorsements of the
Bipartisan Policy Center, Citizens for
Responsible Energy Solutions,
ClearPath, Edison Electric Institute,
Energy Storage Association, the Infor-
mation Technology and Innovation
Foundation, the National Audubon So-
ciety, the Natural Resources Council of
Maine, the National Hydropower Asso-
ciation, Solar Energy Industries Asso-
ciation, the Union of Concerned Sci-
entists, and the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce.

Frankly, it has been a long time
since I have seen a bill be able to at-
tract that much support from groups
that have different ideological goals,
and I am very proud that we were able
to line up the support of all of those
groups.

The BEST Act will help advance en-
ergy storage technologies to improve
the efficiency of our Nation’s electrical
grid while helping to promote the
wider use of clean, renewable energy.
The goals of this bill are those which I
would hope every Member of this body
could embrace. I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Thank you, Mr. President.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 218—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH AS AN IMPOR-
TANT TIME TO CELEBRATE THE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF
ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC
ISLANDERS TO THE HISTORY OF
THE UNITED STATES

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. CooNs, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. KAINE, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, and Ms. SMITH)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 218

Whereas the people of the United States

join together each May to pay tribute to the

S3063

contributions of generations of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders who have enriched
the history of the United States;

Whereas the history of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders in the United States is
inextricably tied to the story of the United
States;

Whereas the Asian American and Pacific
Islander community is an inherently diverse
population, composed of more than 45 dis-
tinct ethnicities and more than 100 language
dialects;

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the
Census, the Asian American population grew
faster than any other racial or ethnic group
over the last decade, surging nearly 72 per-
cent between 2000 and 2015;

Whereas there are approximately 22,000,000
residents of the United States who identify
themselves as Asian and approximately
1,600,000 residents of the United States who
identify themselves as Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific Islander, making up nearly 7
percent of the total population of the United
States;

Whereas the month of May was selected for
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month be-
cause the first Japanese immigrants arrived
in the United States on May 7, 1843, and the
first transcontinental railroad was com-
pleted on May 10, 1869, with substantial con-
tributions from Chinese immigrants;

Whereas section 102 of title 36, United
States Code, officially designates May as
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month and
requests the President to issue an annual
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties;

Whereas 2019 marks several important
milestones for the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander community, including—

(1) the 25th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Congressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus, a bicameral caucus of
Members of Congress advocating on behalf of
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders,
which, in 2019, is composed of 73 Members,
including 19 Members of Asian or Pacific Is-
lander descent;

(2) the 25th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Asian Pacific American Insti-
tute for Congressional Studies, which was
founded alongside the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus by former Sec-
retary of Commerce and Secretary of Trans-
portation Norman Y. Mineta and former Del-
egate to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives from Guam Robert Underwood;

(3) the 40th anniversary of the first Asian/
Pacific American Heritage Week, designated
in 1979 by President Jimmy Carter through
Presidential Proclamation No. 4650;

(4) the 45th anniversary of Lau v. Nichols,
414 U.S. 563 (1974), in which the Supreme
Court of the United States determined that
inadequate supplemental language instruc-
tion for students of Chinese ancestry with
limited English proficiency violated the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, expanding equal
educational opportunities and paving the
way for bilingual programs and additional
English language instruction in public
schools;

(5) the 95th anniversary of the enactment
of the Immigration Act of 1924 (commonly
known as the ‘“‘Johnson-Reed Act’) (43 Stat.
1563, chapter 190), which imposed national ori-
gin quotas that limited the number of immi-
grants allowed entry to the United States
and prohibited the entry of Asian immi-
grants; and

(6) the 150th anniversary of the completion
of the first transcontinental railroad,
which—

(A) in 1869, connected the Central Pacific
Railroad and the Union Pacific Railroad at
Promontory Summit, Utah; and
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(B) involved more than 12,000 Chinese la-
borers who faced racial and wage discrimina-
tion despite being entrusted with the most
laborious tasks;

Whereas Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers have made significant contributions
to the United States at all levels of the Fed-
eral Government and the United States
Armed Forces, including—

(1) Daniel K. Inouye, a Medal of Honor and
Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient
who, as President Pro Tempore of the Sen-
ate, was the highest-ranking Asian American
government official in the history of the
United States;

(2) Dalip Singh Saund, the first Asian
American Congressman;

(3) Patsy T. Mink, the first woman of color
and Asian American woman to be elected to
Congress;

(4) Hiram L. Fong, the first Asian Amer-
ican Senator;

(5) Daniel K. Akaka, the first Senator of
Native Hawaiian ancestry;

(6) Norman Y. Mineta, the first Asian
American member of a Presidential cabinet;
and

(7) Elaine L. Chao, the first Asian Amer-
ican woman member of a Presidential cabi-
net;

Whereas, in 2019, Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders are serving in State and Terri-
torial legislatures across the United States
in record numbers, including in—

(1) the States of Alaska, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Ha-
waii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New Mexico, New York, North Carolina,
Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Ten-
nessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington,
Wisconsin, and Wyoming; and

(2) the Territories of American Samoa,
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands;

Whereas, in 2019, Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders honorably serve throughout
the Federal judiciary;

Whereas there remains much to be done to
ensure that Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers have access to resources and a voice
in the Government of the United States and
continue to advance in the political land-
scape of the United States; and

Whereas celebrating Asian/Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month provides the people of
the United States with an opportunity to
recognize the achievements, contributions,
and history of, and to understand the chal-
lenges faced by, Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the significance of Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month as an impor-
tant time to celebrate the significant con-
tributions of Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers to the history of the United States;
and
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(2) recognizes that Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander communities enhance the rich
diversity of and strengthen the United
States.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I have 9
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 22,
2019, at 9 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 22, 2019, at 9:45 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
22, 2019, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
22, 2019, at 1:45 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 22,
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Daniel
Aaron Bress, of California, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Cir-
cuit, Michael S. Bogren, to be United
States District Judge for the Western
District of  Michigan, Stephanie
Dawkins Davis, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of Michigan, Jason K. Pulliam, to be
United States District Judge for the
Western District of Texas, Frank Wil-
liam Volk, to be United States District
Judge for the Southern District of
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West Virginia, and David Austin Tapp,
of Kentucky, to be a Judge of the
United States Court of Federal Claims.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 22, 2019, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a joint hearing with
the Subcommittee on Regulatory Af-
fairs and Federal Management of the
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
22, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 22,
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING

OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 22,
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

—————

RECESS UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow on
Thursday, May 23, 2019.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:12 p.m.,
recessed until Thursday, May 23, 2019,
at 9:30 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate May 22, 2019:
THE JUDICIARY

HOWARD C. NIELSON, JR., OF UTAH, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF UTAH.

STEPHEN R. CLARK, SR., OF MISSOURI, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF MISSOURI.

CARL J. NICHOLS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA.

KENNETH D. BELL, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT
OF NORTH CAROLINA.
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