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S. CON. RES. 18

Whereas Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973) up-
holds the constitutional right to privacy, in-
cluding in health care decisions and the
right to access abortion care;

Whereas Roe v. Wade demonstrates quality
legal reasoning and is consistent with re-
lated precedent since it was based on sound
legal principles first established in Griswold
v. Connecticut (1965) and Eisenstadt v. Baird
(1972), and repeatedly reaffirmed by the Su-
preme Court, including in Obergefell v.
Hodges (2015);

Whereas the facts that have developed
since Roe v. Wade was decided reaffirm that
people of the United States support the right
to choose, that abortion is a medically safe
procedure, and that access to reproductive
health care provides women with greater
economic opportunities;

Whereas the rights established in Roe v.
Wade have been relied upon in this country
for almost 50 years;

Whereas a majority of people of the United
States support access to abortion care;

Whereas, while the State of Alabama, the
State of Georgia, and other States passed
laws in 2019 that clearly seek to overturn
Roe v. Wade and are unconstitutional; mean-
while in 2018 there were over 60 bills intro-
duced in more than 21 States to protect and
expand access to reproductive care;

Whereas low-income individuals and
women of color are disproportionally im-
pacted by restricting access to abortion care;
and

Whereas when States have enacted laws in
violation of Roe v. Wade, health clinics close
and health care services disappear: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress sup-
ports efforts to—

(1) ensure that all women can access com-
prehensive, unbiased information and make
their own health care decisions;

(2) promote preventive health care services
for women;

(3) ensure that all women have access to
comprehensive, affordable health care that
includes pregnancy-related care, including
prenatal care, miscarriage management,
family planning services, abortion care,
labor and delivery services, and postnatal
care; and

(4) improve women’s access to reproductive
health care, regardless of the State in which
they reside.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have 12 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 9:30 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
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on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 10:15 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 10:15 a.m., to
conduct a hearing on the following
nominations: Daniel Habib Jorjani, of
Kentucky, to be Solicitor, and Mark
Lee Greenblatt, of Maryland, to be In-
spector General, both of the Depart-
ment of the Interior.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21,
2019, at 11 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
the following mnominations: Pamela
Bates, of Virginia, to be Representative
of the United States of America to the
Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development, with the rank of
Ambassador, and Christopher Landau,
of Maryland, to be Ambassador to the
United Mexican States, both of the De-
partment of State, Jennifer D.
Nordquist, of Virginia, to be United
States Executive Director of the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, Eliot Pedrosa, of Flor-
ida, to be United States Executive Di-
rector of the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank, and other pending nomina-
tions.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
May 21, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a
closed business meeting.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY
The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity
of the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Monday, May 20, 2019,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND
CAPABILITIES
The Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 4:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL
The Subcommittee on Personnel of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
at 2:15 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER
The Subcommittee on Seapower of
the Committee on Armed Services is
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authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
at 11 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING

OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader, pursuant to Public Law
101-509, the reappointment of the fol-
lowing individual to serve as a member
of the Advisory Committee on the
Records of Congress: Deborah Skaggs
Speth of Kentucky.

The Chair announces, on behalf of
the Secretary of the Senate, pursuant
to Public Law 101-509, the reappoint-
ment of the following individual to
serve as a member of the Advisory
Committee on the Records of Congress:
Sheryl B. Vogt of Georgia.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS MADE BY THE MEN AND
WOMEN OF THE AIR FORCE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 216, submitted earlier

today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 216) recognizing the
contributions made by the men and women
of the Air Force who are responsible for op-
erating and maintaining the Global Posi-
tioning System constellation and affirming
the importance of continuous availability,
accuracy, efficiency, robustness, reliability,
and resiliency of the Global Positioning Sys-
tem constellation.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 22,
2019

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it

216) was
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adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday,
May 22; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, morning business
be closed, and the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Nielsen nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
for the information of all Senators, we
will vote on the confirmation of the
Nielsen, Clark, Nichols, and Bell nomi-
nations, in the order listed, at 4:30 p.m.
tomorrow.

————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
if there is no further business to come
before the Senate, I ask unanimous
consent that it stand adjourned under
the previous order, following the re-
marks of Senator BROWN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Ohio.

————

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, this
month I join Senator GRASSLEY of Iowa
and a bipartisan group of my col-
leagues to recognize May as National
Foster Care Month.

It is an opportunity to acknowledge
the millions of foster parents and chil-
dren in foster care around the country.
More importantly, it is a call to action.
We simply leave too many children be-
hind.

Poverty should never be the reason
children are separated from their par-
ents. There is no dignity in removing
children from their mothers or fathers
because they don’t have adequate hous-
ing or affordable childcare or jobs that
allow them to take time off when their
children get sick.

Right now, child welfare agencies are
overwhelmed by the number of children
who enter the system, and the addic-
tion crisis just makes it worse. In Ohio,
parents’ substance abuse is listed as
one of the causes for one-third of all
children who enter the system. Chil-
dren who are already in the system
stay there longer, especially teenagers.
We have to do better than that.

Last year, we passed and the Presi-
dent signed the bipartisan Family
First Prevention Services Act, which is
an important first step. It has the po-
tential to change our child welfare sys-
tem over time. Yet the changes the
Family First Prevention Services Act
requires ultimately have to be made at
the State level. We have to make sure
that States have the support they need
and that they actually do what the law
requires.
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That is why, this month, I introduced
the Family First Transition and Sup-
port Act—to help all States transition
to the family first era. It would provide
funding for States to recruit and retain
quality foster parents who meet the
needs of children. Our bill would ex-
pand funding for kinship support serv-
ices, which would help family members
who raise children pay for essential
needs and services, like childcare,
transportation, and other things.

This is especially important with the
rise in having other family members
raise the children because of the addic-
tion crisis. In Ohio, Arizona, and all
over this country, we have seen a big
increase in there being grandparents
who raise grandchildren, in large part,
because the children’s parents have had
addiction issues or have actually died
of overdoses.

The grandparents with the grand-
children face unique challenges and
don’t often qualify for the same sup-
port as foster parents. It means that
they are going back to work. It may
mean that a 68-year-old grandmother
who lives on a pension and thought she
was retired has to go back to work in
order to raise this child to make
enough money or has to take money
out of her retirement savings.

Relatives’ care is vital to keeping
kids safe at home and in their commu-
nities. Our bill would provide real fund-
ing to get these grandparents and other
family members more support. There is
no formula here, but most of the time,
it is better if grandparents can raise
these children rather than send them
to foster parents, who are strangers.
The grandparents, obviously, know and
love the children. It doesn’t mean fos-
ter parents can’t, of course, but so
often the grandparents are financially
challenged.

I get letters all the time from Ohio-
ans who tell their stories and ask us to
support these family members.

A man from Richland County, where
I grew up, wrote to me saying:

I ask that family members be given the
same financial aid as foster parents. Most of
the family members are grandparents or
great-grandparents on fixed income with lit-
tle or no money.

Another woman from the county just
south, Knox County, south of Mansfield
wrote:

I am a grandmother raising my grandson.
He is 15 years old, a great kid, and has been
living with me almost all his life. I lost my
beautiful daughter to an overdose.

She was raised in a good home, but was af-
fected by this disease for the past 9 years. We
loved her and miss her every day.

This letter goes on:

Grandparents that lovingly accept their
grandchildren, under sometimes awful [con-
ditions]—

Just think of that. She is raising a
grandson when her daughter died of an
overdose.

Grandparents that lovingly accept their
grandchildren, under sometimes awful cir-
cumstances, often don’t know what to do.

Thank you so much for getting this pro-
gram and money to support it on board.
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Grandparents do so much, without much
help.

Last year we were able to break
through the partisanship and get the
Family First Act signed into law. This
bill is the commonsense next step.

This Foster Care Month, I hope that
my colleagues will live up to their
talking points about supporting chil-
dren and families. We hear every day
here how much we support children and
families. Well, do something about it.
Work with us to pass this bill.

I yield the floor.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow
morning.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:41 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, May 22,
2019, at 9:30 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
THE JUDICIARY

GARY RICHARD BROWN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF NEW YORK, VICE SANDRA J. FEUERSTEIN, RETIRED.

STEPHANIE A. GALLAGHER, OF MARYLAND, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF
MARYLAND, VICE WILLIAM D. QUARLES, JR., RETIRED.

DIANE GUJARATI, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF NEW YORK, VICE JOHN GLEESON, RESIGNED.

ERIC ROSS KOMITEE, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF NEW YORK, VICE ERIC NICHOLAS VITALIANO, RE-
TIRED.

RACHEL P. KOVNER, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF NEW YORK, VICE CAROL BAGLEY AMON, RETIRED.

LEWIS J. LIMAN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW
YORK, VICE PAUL A. CROTTY, RETIRED.

MARY S. MCELROY, OF RHODE ISLAND, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF RHODE
ISLAND, VICE MARY M. LISI, RETIRED.

MARTHA MARIA PACOLD, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF ILLINOIS, VICE JOHN W. DARRAH, RETIRED.

MARY M. ROWLAND, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF ILLINOIS, VICE AMY J. ST. EVE, ELEVATED.

STEVEN C. SEEGER, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF ILLINOIS, VICE JAMES B. ZAGEL, RETIRED.

JOHN L. SINATRA, JR., OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT
OF NEW YORK, VICE WILLIAM M. SKRETNY, RETIRED.

MARY KAY VYSKOCIL, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
OF NEW YORK, VICE LORETTA A. PRESKA, RETIRED.

FOREIGN SERVICE

THE FOLLOWING-NAMED CAREER MEMBERS OF THE
SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES DE-
PARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR PROMOTION WITHIN
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, CLASS OF CAREER MINISTER:

JAMES J. HIGGISTON, OF MARYLAND
BOBBY G. RICHEY, JR., OF TEXAS

THE FOLLOWING-NAMED MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN
SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE TO BE A
FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER, A CONSULAR OFFICER, AND
A SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

MELISSA MCINNIS, OF COLORADO

BRITTANY BANTA, OF FLORIDA

CAROLINE CHUNG, OF VIRGINIA

SUSAN HETTLEMAN, OF NEW YORK

CARLA MENENDEZ MCMANUS, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA

TAMARIND MURRIETTA, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

MATTHEW POOLE, OF ILLINOIS

GEOFFREY PARISH, OF TEXAS

GARY RAND II, OF MARYLAND

KENNIA SOMERVILLE, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

KAREN BALLARD, OF NEVADA

MARIXELL GARCIA, OF FLORIDA

THE FOLLOWING-NAMED MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN
SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO BE A CON-
SULAR OFFICER AND A SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC
SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
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