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Klobuchar Reed Stabenow
Leahy Rosen Tester
Markey Sanders Udall
Menendez Schatz Van Hollen
Merkley Schumer Warner
Murphy Shaheen Warren
Murray Sinema Whitehouse
Peters Smith Wyden
NOT VOTING—2
Bennet Burr

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 53 and the nays are
45.

The motion is agreed to.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Carl J. Nichols, of the District of
Columbia, to be United States District Judge
for the District of Columbia.

Mitch McConnell, Roy Blunt, Joni Ernst,
Steve Daines, Roger F. Wicker, John
Thune, Roy Blunt, Thom Tillis, John
Kennedy, John Boozman, Pat Roberts,
Mike Rounds, John Cornyn, Richard
Burr, John Barrasso, Lindsey Graham,
Cindy Hyde-Smith.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
Carl J. Nichols, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Columbia,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. BURR).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET)
and the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-
SIDY). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 121 Ex.]

YEAS—55
Alexander Fischer Moran
Barrasso Gardner Murkowski
Blackburn Graham Paul
Blunt Grassley Perdue
Boozman Hawley Portman
Braun Hoeven Risch
Capito Hyde-Smith Roberts
Cassidy Inhofe
Collins Isakson gg?nxziesy
Cornyn Johnson Rubio
Cotton Jones Sasse
Cramer Kennedy
Crapo Lankford Scott (FL)
Cruz Lee Scott (SC)
Daines Manchin Shelby
Enzi McConnell Sinema
Ernst McSally
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Sullivan Tillis Wicker
Thune Toomey Young
NAYS—42
Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Blumenthal Heinrich Sanders
Brown Hirono Schatz
Cantwell Kaine Schumer
Cardin King Shaheen
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Coons Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez Udall
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Harris Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—3
Bennet Booker Burr

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 55, the nays are 42.
The motion is agreed to.

———————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Kenneth D. Bell, of North Carolina,
to be United States District Judge for the
Western District of North Carolina.

Mitch McConnell, Roy Blunt, Joni Ernst,
Steve Daines, Roger F. Wicker, John
Thune, Thom Tillis, John Kennedy,
John Boozman, Pat Roberts, Mike
Rounds, John Cornyn, Richard Burr,
John Barrasso, Lindsey Graham, Cindy
Hyde-Smith.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Kenneth D. Bell, of North Carolina,
to be United States District Judge for
the Western District of North Carolina,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET)
and the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 56,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 122 Ex.]

YEAS—b56
Alexander Cotton Hawley
Barrasso Cramer Hoeven
Blackburn Crapo Hyde-Smith
Blunt Cruz Inhofe
Boozman Daines Isakson
Braun Enzi Johnson
Burr Ernst Jones
Capito Fischer Kennedy
Cassidy Gardner Lankford
Collins Graham Lee
Cornyn Grassley Manchin
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McConnell Roberts Sinema
McSally Romney Sullivan
Moran Rounds Thune
Murkowski Rubio Tillis
Paul Sasse Toomey
Perdue Scott (FL) Wicker
Portman Scott (SC) Young
Risch Shelby
NAYS—42

Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Blumenthal Heinrich Sanders
Brown Hirono Schatz
Cantwell Kaine Schumer
Cardin King Shaheen
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Coons Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez Udall
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Harris Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—2
Bennet Booker

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 56, the nays 42.
The motion is agreed to.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Kenneth D.
Bell, of North Carolina, to be United
States District Judge for the Western
District of North Carolina.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
MCcSALLY). The Senator from Lou-
isiana.

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, this
month is Mental Health Awareness
Month, and the goal of Mental Health
Awareness Month is to recognize the
importance for personal well-being, the
need for research and education, dispel-
ling the stigmas associated with men-
tal illness, and to improve mental
healthcare to ensure that care is avail-
able to ensure that the first episode of
mental illness is the last.

A goal with Mental Health Aware-
ness Month is the awareness that is
necessary for the programs to be imple-
mented so that that young person with
their first episode is returned to whole-
ness, and, again, as I said earlier, the
first episode is the last. It recognizes
that mental health is a societal issue
associated with homelessness, crime,
suicide, physical health, and public
health issues.

Now, when you speak of mental
health, it is a little bit almost like: Oh,
my gosh, this is going to be a futile
issue. It is so difficult for someone who
has serious mental illness to return
them to wholeness. It is so difficult
that sometimes the individual, their
family, and society throws up their
hands and says: There is nothing to do,
so why try.

You see manifestations of that with
the homeless people walking around
this city and every city in the United
States, many of whom are mentally ill;
yet there can be hope.

I called a person back home from
Baton Rouge, LA, and asked her for a
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story, if you will, of how someone with
mental illness issues can be returned to
wholeness, so let me tell you about
Mary. When you walk with Mary, you
can’t help but feel happy, happy,
happy. That is because Mary radiates
the joy of how Capital Area Human
Services helped change her life.

Mary says:

I go out and help the community every
day. I became successful in my life because
of my faith in God and because of the won-
derful people at Capital Area Human Serv-
ices. Today I give back to the community
what Capital Area has given to me.

It wasn’t always this way. For nearly
20 years before being referred to Cap-
ital Area Human Services, Mary lived
in group homes and was dependent
upon others for basic needs.

I am now quoting Mary:

I weighed 340 pounds. I was sick all the
time, was in and out of hospitals. I was bare-
ly able to function. I was on so many medi-
cines I could not keep track.

When Mary came to Capital Area
Human Services in 2006, she was first
helped at the Margaret Dumas Center
at the Government Street location.
She eventually entered the total health
program, and even more dramatic
changes began.

Now, let me point out as a physi-
cian—I am a doctor—I have learned
from folks such as the people I am
quoting now that mental health is
often associated with physical health
problems. So someone who is seriously
mentally ill is more likely to die in
their 50s than they are in their 80s with
untreated hypertension, diabetes, or
perhaps, because they are homeless,
subject to violence on the streets.

So let me now go back to Mary’s
story. When she entered the total
health program, she lost nearly 100
pounds, no longer needed to take blood
pressure medicine, changed her diet,
participated in fitness programs, and
continued to attend mental health
therapy sessions.

Today Mary is a different person. She
lives independently in her own apart-
ment, attends Sacred Heart of Jesus
Catholic Church, walks 2 hours every
day to volunteer for various duties at
the St. Agnes Catholic Church soup
kitchen, where she also sings for the
attendees. Mary credits the nuns at St.
Agnes for teaching her how to cook,
prepare meals, and serve.

Also, Mary is a regular volunteer at
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and
at the Baton Rouge General Hospital
chapel, where she reads Scriptures for
some of the services.

Mary said she loves Capital Area
Human Services, tells everyone she
knows about the people who helped
her, particularly Kesha, John, the staff
at Margaret Dumas, the staff at the
Government Street 1location, and
former total health employees Roy and
Ricky.

She says:

I was motivated and didn’t give up. It
made me happy to do this for myself. I
proved that I could do it, and I'm doing it.
It’s winter, but I'm out there anyway.
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Now, I give that kind of personal
story to give an example of someone
with serious mental illness returned to
wholeness. Now, I love that because I
always tell folks when I speak that we
in Washington, DC, can propose legisla-
tion, but unless there is local leader-
ship, nothing good happens.

In 2016, I collaborated with CHRIS
MURPHY, as well as EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON and Tim Murphy in the House,
to pass the Mental Health Reform Act.
It increased access to mental
healthcare for adults and children, it
strengthened leadership and account-
ability for Federal mental health and
substance abuse programs, and it es-
tablished new programs for early inter-
vention. It was called by Senator ALEX-
ANDER the largest reform to our mental
health system in decades. I continue to
work with President Trump’s adminis-
tration to implement these reforms.

Now, none of this Federal legislation
makes a difference unless there is
State and local leadership, as was dem-
onstrated in the story which I gave.
Last October, I held a mental health
summit in Baton Rouge and brought
together Federal, State, and local lead-
ers, and the purpose was to discuss
proven methods in how to work to-
gether to improve the provision of
mental health services in both Lou-
isiana and the United States.

There is still important work to do.
If we are going to return these folks to
wholeness, these folks—our family
members, our neighbors, our fellow
Americans.

The Mental Health Parity bill be-
came law 10 years ago, but patients
still have trouble accessing mental
healthcare in the same way they access
physical healthcare, caused by, among
other things, the lack of mental health
providers, prior authorization require-
ments, and reimbursement rate set-
ting. I am committed to ensuring pa-
tients have access to the treatment so
they return to wholeness.

We need the story of Mary not to be
something so unusual that it is read
upon the Senate floor, but something
which is so common that we know it to
be true. Instead of throwing up our
hands—Kkind of, oh, my gosh, serious
mental illness; there is nothing to do—
instead we look to hope with a future
for someone who could be returned to
wholeness so that her first episode of
mental illness is her last episode of
mental illness.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

MILITARY APPRECIATION MONTH

Mr. PERDUE. Madam President, May
is Military Appreciation Month. In
light of that, I come to the Senate
floor to remind us all just how impor-
tant our military is to our way of life.
One of the blessings of being a U.S.
Senator and being on the Armed Serv-
ices Committee and a past member of
the Foreign Relations Committee, I
have had the privilege to travel, as you
have, around the world, visiting with
our men and women in uniform.
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I have concluded that the best—and I
mean the very best—of what we
produce here in America is in uniform
around the world, worn by our women
and men, protecting our interests and
defending freedom around the world.
There are only six reasons in the Dec-
laration of Independence why 13 Colo-
nies got together in the first place, and
one of those was to provide for the
common defense.

Today, the world is more dangerous
than any time in my lifetime. Today,
the United States faces five threats
across five domains. This is much more
complicated than the world has ever
seen. Today, we measure the threats in
this manner: China, Russia, North
Korea, Iran, and terrorism across five
domains.

It used to be air, land, and sea. Un-
fortunately, today, it is air, land, sea,
cyber, and now space. The tragedy,
frankly, of our time is we have treated
space as a scientific endeavor over the
last 30 years, and others who we now
consider potential threats have treated
it as a military domain.

I grew up in a military town. My fa-
ther served in Germany during World
War II. When World War II was ended,
he joined the Reserves and then was
called up again in the Korean war. He
spent a couple of years in Korea during
the Korean war. I have his dog tags
today in my office. They serve as a
constant reminder of his commitment
to defending our ideals and upholding
our way of life here in America. It re-
minds me that every single woman and
man in uniform in our services today
do the same thing.

Today, I am humbled to represent
our men and women in uniform in the
United States Armed Services Com-
mittee. I take that very seriously, as I
know every member does. One of my
greatest honors as a member of this
committee and a former member of the
Foreign Relations Committee, as I
said, is to travel overseas. The high-
light in every one of those trips is not
meeting with the head of state or the
head of the military or the foreign
minister; it was having dinner with
people from my home State who were
in uniform around the world.

When President Obama was in office,
the No. 1 request I heard from heads of
state around the world was: We need
America to reengage.

At that time, America had with-
drawn. We had created a vacuum. Peo-
ple weren’t asking us to be the world’s
policeman. They were asking us to ba-
sically reengage and have a seat at the
table and lead again. After a decade of
withdrawal from the world stage under
the prior administration, America is
now leading again.

President Trump is reengaged with
the rest of the world. He has made it
clear that America’s interest comes
first. When we say America first, it
doesn’t mean America alone. Today,
our allies trust us again, and our ad-
versaries fear us again. President
Trump has also taken action to rebuild
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