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called Medicare for All, the govern-
ment would take away Americans’ in-
surance choices and force everyone
into a single omne-size-fits-all, govern-
ment-run plan and then tax Americans
to pay for it.

Thanks to policies like tax reform,
American families are doing better
than they have been doing in a long
time. They have been taking home
more money. They have access to bet-
ter jobs and more opportunities, and
they are enjoying better wages and
benefits. To most people, it would seem
logical to continue and build on the
policies that have gotten us here, but
not to Democrats. Democrats want to
overturn the policies that have gotten
us to this point. Instead of tax cuts,
they want tax hikes so they can imple-
ment their socialist fantasies. Instead
of less government interference in
Americans’ lives, they want more.
They think the government should be
directing your healthcare choices, your
housing choices, your energy choices,
and much more. It is unfortunate that
the Democratic Party is being swal-
lowed by its extreme left wing.

Republicans are going to do every-
thing we can to protect Americans
from Democrats’ socialist fantasies and
to continue to expand the choices and
the opportunities available to Amer-
ican families.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. RoM-
NEY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

DISASTER RELIEF

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, next
Saturday, June 1, marks the official
start of the Atlantic hurricane season.
It is an important reminder for every-
one—from individuals and families to
businesses and local officials—to re-
view preparedness efforts to ensure you
are ready for anything that Mother Na-
ture may throw at you.

There are simple steps, of course,
that everybody can take, like review-
ing evacuation routes, signing up for
emergency alerts, and making a family
communications plan. This is also a
great time to look at your insurance
policies to ensure that you have the
right coverage. This isn’t the most fun
conversation or topic to talk about at
the dinner table, but in the event of a
disaster, these small steps can make a
world of difference.

As we gear up for the 2019 Atlantic
hurricane season, I can’t help but
think back on the devastation my
State saw in 2017 when Hurricane Har-
vey hit. This storm was the largest
rain event in American history, and
some parts of Texas are still in the re-
covery mode. Harvey brought more
than 50 inches of rain to some parts of
Houston.
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I am sure that many Americans can
remember the TV footage of the dev-
astating scenes and the heroism of peo-
ple who rose to the challenge and
helped. The roofs of homes were com-
pletely torn off and revealed knee-deep
water and scattered furniture. Streets
looked like rivers that were filled with
small boats that led rescue operations.
Folks linked arms and made human
chains to help save people who were
stranded in their vehicles.

It was the second most expensive
hurricane in history, only behind Hur-
ricane Katrina, with an estimated total
cost of $125 billion. While we can put a
pricetag on the damaged homes, busi-
nesses, and infrastructure, there is no
way we could even begin to quantify
the impact this storm had on lost loved
ones and how much it completely up-
ended so many lives.

With that heartbreak fresh on our
minds, it only underscores the impor-
tance of strengthening our prepared-
ness efforts. Unlike many threats we
face, either from our adversaries on the
ground or in cyberspace, there is noth-
ing we can do to stop Mother Nature in
her tracks. Our only course of action is
to be prepared and to build resilient
communities that can withstand the
impact. We need to continue to do ev-
erything in our power to provide assist-
ance to State and local governments so
they can protect themselves in the
event of severe weather.

One may recall, in the wake of Hurri-
cane Harvey and other natural disas-
ters, that Congress worked hard to pro-
vide disaster relief to Texas and other
States that were adversely affected.
While there is still a lot of work to be
done, these dollars have helped my
State to rebuild and to bring back
some semblance of normalcy. I am
grateful to all of our colleagues here
for working with us, as well as with
Florida, California, Puerto Rico, and
the other places that were hit at about
that same time. I am grateful for the
assistance of a bipartisan group of Sen-
ators and Congressmen and for Presi-
dent Trump who worked together to
provide disaster relief in the wake of
this devastation. Yet here is the rub—
much of the funding that has been ap-
proved for Texas still hasn’t been un-
tangled from the redtape here in Wash-
ington, DC.

In February 2018—15 months ago—
Congress appropriated more than $28
billion in community development
block grants for disaster recovery, with
roughly $12 billion intended specifi-
cally for mitigation purposes. About $4
billion of that was designated for
Texas, and it could still be used to do
things, like to repair wastewater treat-
ment facilities that haven’t been fully
restored, to carry out important eco-
nomic revitalization in decimated
areas, or to relocate or elevate dam-
aged facilities in order to prepare for
the next storm. Yet we have not seen a
cent of that $4 billion because it has
been tied up at the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.
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I have said before and will say it
again: I look at the Constitution. I see
what the President’s authority is. I see
what the House of Representatives’ au-
thority is. I see what the U.S. Senate’s
authority is. My understanding is,
when they all agree on an appropria-
tions bill, that it is the law of the land.
Yet somehow, this Agency—the Office
of Management and Budget—has seen
fit to usurp that authority and to de-
feat the will of Congress when it comes
to getting disaster relief to the in-
tended beneficiaries.

This undue delay, I believe, is unac-
ceptable but is, sadly, not unique to
my State. Other States are facing this
same unnecessary holdup in getting
desperately needed funds. One of those
States is West Virginia, which has been
waiting more than 3 years to receive
funding after the devastating floods of
June 2016.

I and my colleague from West Vir-
ginia, Senator MANCHIN, recently intro-
duced a bill that would require the Of-
fice of Management and Budget to en-
sure that these appropriated funds are
promptly disbursed. The Bipartisan
Disaster Recovery Funding Act would
start a timer—a shock clock, if you
will—on when the OMB must release
the money. It would give it 60 days to
get these dollars untangled from the
redtape and get them to the commu-
nities that desperately need them.

It is important to note that this
change would apply not only to this
particular block of funding but to any
funds appropriated to States that are
being withheld by OMB.

As appropriators continue to work on
a disaster supplemental this week, I
hope they will include a provision to
ensure that States like Texas that
have already suffered from a major dis-
aster don’t become victims of govern-
ment bureaucracy.

It has now been 467 days since the
President signed a bill that would have
sent roughly $48 billion to Texas, and it
is tough to imagine what communities
could have accomplished in that time
and how much progress could have
been made if simply Congress’s and the
executive branch’s will had been car-
ried out by the Federal bureaucracy.

With the 2019 hurricane season only a
week and half away, it is critical we
get this money out of Washington and
into the hands of those who need it so
we can begin to work on long-term
projects to protect the Texas coast and
protect against future storms.

Of course Hurricane Harvey was not
the first storm to hit my State, and I
guarantee it will not be the last. Tex-
ans have waited long enough for the
funding that we were promised and
that Congress appropriated over the
signature of the President, and I hope
we can pass something soon to improve
the resilience in these communities
and carry out congressional will.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ABORTION

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I want
to start today by expressing my appre-
ciation to all of my colleagues who will
be out here today speaking out and to
the women and men nationwide who
are doing the same today in their own
communities.

In the last few weeks, we have seen
some of the most blatant and cruel ef-
forts yet to deny women access to a
safe, legal abortion. We have seen leg-
islation so extreme, it would even
block a 12-year-old survivor of rape
from getting an abortion and sentence
healthcare providers to prison for pro-
viding safe, medically sound care to
their patients, which is their responsi-
bility.

The extreme politicians behind these
cruel abortion bans are not stopping in
Alabama or Missouri or anywhere else;
they want to take these bans all the
way to the Supreme Court. They want
to allow Brett Kavanaugh to do what
President Trump and Republicans
chose him to do—roll back the decision
in Roe v. Wade that established a wom-
an’s constitutionally protected right to
make her own decisions about her own
body and her own healthcare.

They are pushing for this even
though they know as well as we do that
without the ability to exercise that
right, women lose their lives; even
though they know just as well as we do
that without this right, doctors will be
blocked from providing medically ap-
propriate care. Let me be frank. Ex-
treme conservatives will push these
abortion bans all the way to the Su-
preme Court even though they know—
or maybe even because they do know—
that in a world where women cannot
control what happens to their own bod-
ies, they are less able to plan their
family and stay financially secure and
independent. That means they are less
free and less equal.

I am not going to stand for that, and
Senate Democrats are not going to
stand for that either. I am proud to be
on the floor today with a number of my
colleagues who will be here standing
for what our Constitution confirms is
true: Women have the right to access
safe, legal abortion, and this makes our
country stronger because women are
absolutely critical to our country’s
strength. I am proud to be making
clear that even in the face of relentless
attacks on women’s health and rights,
we are not going to back down one bit.

The truth is, there are certain ex-
treme politicians around the country
who want to take us backward to the
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‘“Mad Men” era or, honestly, quite a
bit before that. But they aren’t speak-
ing for our country—quite the oppo-
site. In fact, the vast majority of
women and men nationwide, including
those from all different backgrounds,
agree that abortion should be safe and
it should be legal, just as our Constitu-
tion says. Those people are watching
now. They are speaking up, and they
are absolutely going to remember who
stood up to protect women’s health and
rights and who pushed to take those
rights away.

We have a number of Senators who
will be speaking about this today, and
I want to thank them for being here
today.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, while she
is on the floor, I want to commend my
northwest colleague and friend, Sen-
ator MURRAY, for all of her leadership,
constantly coming to the floor and
leading us on this enormous health
challenge—a challenge that is really
existential for so many women across
the country.

Right now in State capitals across
the land, Republican lawmakers are
passing extreme bills that throw in the
trash can 45 years of settled law on re-
productive health. This is an open, co-
ordinated attack on Roe v. Wade and a
woman’s right to choose the healthcare
she mneeds. These Republican law-
makers are passing bills that are not
only harmful, but they are overwhelm-
ingly opposed by the public—bills with
harsh criminal penalties for women
and doctors, bills with no exceptions
for cases of rape or incest, bills that ex-
plicitly compare women getting med-
ical care to the Holocaust. Let me re-
peat that—bills that explicitly com-
pare women getting medical care to
the Holocaust.

I want to be clear on what this is all
about. The party of Donald Trump is
insisting on government control of
women’s bodies. That is what is on the
table in Alabama, Georgia, Missouri,
and elsewhere—government control of
women'’s bodies.

Millions of women across the land
are watching in anger and in fear as all
of this is playing out. I have heard
from many of them back home in Or-
egon. I heard it last weekend. I have
four town meetings in the rural part of
Oregon coming up; I am going to hear
it again. Women are afraid for the fu-
ture—their future and their family’s
future—because they know what is at
stake with this coordinated attack on
their rights.

First, it puts women’s lives in dan-
ger.

The reality is, abortions will still
happen in States that pass these laws,
but those abortions will happen later,
and they will be unsafe. Women are
going to die. That is a fact. Women are
going to die because of these restric-
tions. If you need proof, just look at
the figures before and after the Roe
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case. In the decades before Roe, thou-
sands of women died due to unsafe
abortions. And those are only the ones
people know about. That doesn’t even
take into consideration the unnamed,
the unknown victims of those mis-
guided policies. After Roe was decided
in 1973, women’s healthcare got safer.
Now, once again, there is an effort to
undermine that safety of women.

Second, in key ways, the future these
restrictive laws are creating is worse
for women and healthcare professionals
than before Roe.

What we are talking about now is
jailing doctors for life. We are talking
about treating women like hardened
criminals after they get a medical pro-
cedure. Women in some places are fac-
ing the prospect that they may need to
report miscarriages to the government
or they could wind up in prison.

The other side in this debate paints a
picture of women exercising their right
to choose that is unfair and unreal-
istic. These are incredibly difficult
choices. Many women exercising the
right to choose have just been hit with
the most devastating medical news
that prospective parents can face. It is
not up to State lawmakers and govern-
ment bureaucrats to step in and inter-
fere with this intensely private and
personal choice, but that is exactly
what is on offer with the laws being
passed in statehouses across the land.
These laws bind and punish women
with a level of government control that
did not exist before Roe. This is right
out of nightmarish fiction. It is a co-
ordinated attack on women’s rights
that is cruel and dangerous.

Abortion and other reproductive de-
cisions are healthcare, and healthcare
choices ought to be made by women
with the help of doctors they trust, not
by the Federal Government and not by
State lawmakers—women and doctors.
That is it. Full stop.

My Democratic colleagues and I want
to thank Senator MURRAY and Senator
SHAHEEN, who have been such advo-
cates for women’s healthcare for many
years in public service. They are here.

We are all going to be part of this ef-
fort that I am proud to join in to fight
at the Federal level with everything we
have to stand up for women’s right to
make intensely personal choices, and
we are going to be joining those women
across the land who are standing up
and fighting with everything they
have.

The government should not have con-
trol of women’s bodies—end of story.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I am
here to join my colleagues. I was going
to say I am pleased, but I am not
pleased. I am disappointed that we are
here on the floor today talking about
something that should be an issue that
is decided by women with their fami-
lies and their physicians. Yet we are
here to sound the alarm about the re-
lentless assault State legislatures and
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