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products, the Chinese don’t let us sell
them to China. They instead keep the
product out, steal the technology, and
then produce it themselves. Well, it is
about time there was a little fair
play—a little fair play. China, for
years, has sold products—likely with
stolen IP—here in the United States
cheaply while denying America access
to its markets.

Reciprocity matters. A lot of people
say to get China to negotiate, tariffs
aren’t the way to go. I have made my
views on that clear, but reciprocity is
another way to go. If China doesn’t let
our best stuff in, we are not letting
theirs in. Open up. Play fair. If we
don’t do something about China today,
our economy will be second-rate 10, 15
years from now, and our children and
grandchildren will suffer economically,
make no mistake about it.

Telecommunications, especially 5G
technology, are already a major focus
of American innovation. We shouldn’t
let Chinese companies worm in on the
cheap and put American businesses at
a disadvantage. The TUnited States,
with our allies, should lead to the de-
velopment of a safe, secure, and eco-
nomically viable alternative to the 5G
architecture of firms like Huawei that
are subject to the infiltration by the
Chinese Government, which has shown
no qualms about stealing everything of
our intellectual property that they
can.

I would say to our European, Japa-
nese, and Australian allies, stick with
us on this; it will benefit everybody—
everybody. China is our No. 1 global
competitor, and it is about time they
played fair. What was done yesterday
with Huawei by Secretary Ross will
help make that happen, and it is a very
good decision.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ScoTT of Florida). The Senator from
Missouri.
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Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I have
come to the floor to be joined soon by
my colleague and cochair of the Senate
Law Enforcement Caucus, Senator
COONS, to honor the men and women
who work for us every day to help pro-
tect us every day during Police Week.
This is an annual event. It brings law
enforcement officers to Washington
from around the country and of course
including my State of Missouri.

As it turns out, Police Week is really
a bad week to rob a store in Wash-
ington with a town full of policemen.
Just last week, several would-be rob-
bers came out of a robbery and almost
ran into a group of St. Louis area po-
licemen and a New Jersey policeman.
They immediately chased down and ar-
rested the perpetrators of that crime.

Criminals are often not very smart,
but you have to be particularly not
smart to decide you are going to rob a
store in Washington during Police
Week. Thank goodness for those who
wear blue and work to serve us and pro-
tect us every day and even do that
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when they are off duty and hundreds of
miles away from home. So congratula-
tions to those officers for what they
did while they are here, and nobody is
very surprised by that.

When Senator COONs and I came to
the Senate a little over 8 years ago, we
started trying to find a law enforce-
ment caucus to join, and found out
there wasn’t one, so Senator COONS
said to me: Let’s just start one, and we
did. This is the week.

We get a chance every year to talk
about, specifically, what happens this
week. We 1look for opportunities
through the year to, No. 1, honor the
people who work here protecting us
every day, and, No. 2, to talk about
things happening in the country that
affect the people who protect us and
protect police and sheriff’s depart-
ments. This is the time of year, frank-
ly, when the tragic loss of family is so
evident as we add people to the police
memorial.

Four Missourians were added to that
list this year. Deputy Sheriff Aaron
Paul Roberts of the Greene County
Sheriff’s Office—the county I live in—
died when his patrol car was swept into
the Pomme de Terre River after he re-
sponded to a 911 call. Deputy Roberts
had served with the Sheriff’s Office for
about 1 year, but he had previously
served with the Willard Police Depart-
ment for 4 years. He is survived by his
wife, daughter, and by his parents.

In April of 2018, Miller County Dep-
uty Sheriff Casey Shoemate was killed
when his vehicle collided with an on-
coming vehicle while responding to a
structure fire. He had served with that
department for about 1 year as well,
but he previously worked in two other
Missouri police departments. He is sur-
vived by his two children, his fiancee,
his parents, and his siblings.

In March of 2018, Clinton Police De-
partment Officer Christopher Morton
was shot and killed when he and two
other officers responded to a 911 call.
As Officer Morton and his colleagues
arrived at the scene, a man began
shooting at them. The officers returned
fire. They entered the building. The
subject continued to fire. He fatally
wounded Officer Morton and injured
two of Officer Morton’s colleagues
whom I had a chance to visit with at
that department not long after this in-
cident.

Officer Morton had been with the
Clinton Police Department for 3 years.
Prior to that, he served in the U.S.
military through the Missouri Army
National Guard. He had been deployed
to Kosovo. He had been deployed to Af-
ghanistan. His parents and siblings, I
know, worried about him there but
wouldn’t have, in their wildest imagi-
nation, thought he would be killed at
home near his hometown when react-
ing to a 911 call from a house.

In March of last year, FBI Special
Agent Melissa Morrow, of Kansas City,
died from a brain cancer she developed
following the 9/11 terrorist attack on
the Pentagon. She had been assigned to
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the Evidence Response Team of the
FBI Washington Field Office. She spent
10 weeks after that event recovering
and processing evidence from the site
in hazardous conditions. Melissa is sur-
vived by her parents, her sister, a
niece, and a nephew.

The names of these fallen men and
women were added to the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial here in
Washington and to the Wall of Honor
at the Missouri Law Enforcement Me-
morial over the last month. They will
be remembered by people who benefited
from and remember their bravery,
their dedication, and their sacrifice.

This is a time when we honor those
who serve us, particularly for lives
which have been lost, but it is also the
time to think about what we can do to
serve them in a better way, to be sure
they have the equipment they need,
the resources they need, and the train-
ing they need.

I mentioned at an event earlier today
that for the last 50 years, law enforce-
ment and emergency rooms have also
been, unfortunately for everybody in-
volved, the de facto mental health de-
livery system in the country. Officers
now take crisis intervention training
to be sure they are really prepared
when they are dealing with someone
whose intent is not criminal, but their
activities are impacted by their mental
health issues and what to do in that
situation so everybody is better served.

We have worked hard to see that the
Regional Information Sharing System
in our State, headquartered in Spring-
field, is properly funded. The High In-
tensity Drug Trafficking Areas Pro-
gram has the center for our region in
Kansas City. Those are things that
Senator CooNs and I have worked to-
gether on to do our best to fund.

Two different times now, we have
worked together to extend the Victims
of Child Abuse Program. Last year, we
again introduced the bill. I think the
previous extension had been a 5-year
extension, and we came to the end of
that. This is the program where, at 23
centers in Missouri, people understand
how to get the forensic information,
the testimony they need from Kkids who
have either been the victims of crime
or witnesses of crimes.

Every law enforcement person I have
talked to, Senator COONS, every pros-
ecutor I have talked to believes that
what happens at these victims of child
abuse centers can’t be replaced any-
where else.

Now we are working together on the
National Law Enforcement Museum
Commemorative Coin Act, a bill that
the Senate passed last year, and the
House didn’t get to it. We want to do
that again. The Law Enforcement Mu-
seum in Washington would be the bene-
ficiary of the proceeds from that coin
after the cost of the coin is paid. We
are going to be working together on
that.

We have worked with other -col-
leagues. I have worked with Senator
PAT ROBERTS of Kansas on the Kelsey



S2900

Smith Act. It is named after 18-year-
old Kelsey Smith, who was abducted
and murdered in 2007. This bill
strengthens the ability of law enforce-
ment to get the information they need,
quick access to someone’s cell phone to
get the information of where they
might still be or where they last were
when they separated from that phone,
if that is what happened.

Senator STABENOW and I are con-
tinuing to work on the Mental Health
and Addiction Treatment Act, some-
thing that every time we have support
testimony on that act, it always in-
volves law enforcement, which wants
more focus on mental health courts
and more focus on drug courts but par-
ticularly more focus on the ability of
officers to deal with the situation in
the best possible way when they come
upon it. Remembering those who have
fallen and continuing to work for those
who stand up for us and run to the side
of danger as they shield us from danger
is important.

I am glad to be joined today by my
good friend Senator COONS from Dela-
ware.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, it is an
honor and a joy for me to come to the
floor today not just as the Senator rep-
resenting Delaware but as the cochair
of the Senate Law Enforcement Cau-
cus, which I am very proud to have a
chance to lead with my friend and col-
league Senator BLUNT from Missouri.

As you just heard, he recited some of
the many ways in which we have been
able to work together. Senator BLUNT,
as a seasoned senior appropriator,
someone who has experience in the
House of Representatives and in the
private sector at home, leading an edu-
cational institution, and has worked in
State and local government, along with
my experience in local government and
the private sector—I think that has al-
lowed us to do really good and positive
things for the men and women of law
enforcement.

This is National Police Week. It is an
opportunity for us—not just here in the
Senate but all over the country—to
thank the hundreds of thousands of
men and women in State and local law
enforcement, as well as in Federal law
enforcement agencies, who make pos-
sible the opportunity we have to enjoy
our freedoms. Our basic safety, our
ability to travel far and wide, to speak
and live, and to praise and believe as
we hope—all of this is made possible
because of the ways in which our law
enforcement officers guarantee those
freedoms by literally putting their
lives on the line for us each and every
day. For that, we are eternally grate-
ful.

The Law Enforcement Caucus, which
Senator BLUNT and I founded, has held
a number of engaging and important
bipartisan sessions. You heard the Sen-
ator reference things like the High In-
tensity Drug Trafficking Areas Pro-
gram and RISS, the Regional Intel-
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ligence Sharing System that helps to
connect resources between Federal and
State and local law enforcement. We
also recently had a session on sharing
relationship-building models where we
had folks in from Delaware and Mis-
souri to talk about how law enforce-
ment serves as positive role models and
mentors in the community through
terrific programs.

I look forward to continuing to work
with my friend and colleague Senator
BLUNT on these issues in the year
ahead in the Law Enforcement Caucus
and to talking briefly here on the floor
today about how we should not just
give great speeches but actually take
important actions to demonstrate to
the families and to the men and women
of law enforcement that we care deeply
about their service and about whether
they come home at the end of their
shift.

I serve on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. On a unanimous basis, we re-
cently advanced a series of bills that
will help advance officer safety, not
the least of which is making perma-
nent the Federal Bulletproof Vest
Partnership Program that has literally
saved lives across the country. The
capitol police—the police who protect
Delaware’s capitol and our court-
house—had a dramatic and personal ex-
perience with that when two law en-
forcement officers’ lives were saved
when they were shot in the line of
duty, and it was only because they
were wearing vests made possible by
this Federal-State partnership that
they survived.

I will also continue to work to sup-
port the COPS Program, which ensures
that we have officers on the ground in
communities large and small in Dela-
ware, such as Cheswold, Delmar, Lau-
rel, Ocean View, Smyrna, and my home
city of Wilmington. They all have been
able to hire new officers in recent years
because of the COPS Program.

We are also working together on re-
forms to the Public Safety Officers’
Benefits Program to ensure that fami-
lies of officers who are permanently
disabled or lose their lives in the line
of duty receive the benefits they richly
deserve.

Let me conclude by thanking and
honoring a few specific officers from
Delaware’s law enforcement commu-
nity for their service this past year. We
have not had any Delawareans’ names
added to the Wall of Honor referenced
by the Senator from Missouri, but all
of us who have affection for and sup-
port the law enforcement community
in Delaware know that we are simply
blessed this year to have not joined
that terrible roll of great honor of
those who have given their lives in the
line of duty.

Let me briefly thank Sergeant Paul
Doherty of the Delaware State Police,
who was awarded the Robert J.
Seinsoth Memorial Award as the 2018
Delaware Crime Stoppers Law Enforce-
ment Officer of the Year. His investiga-
tory work following up on a robbery
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led to the apprehension of a serial, dan-
gerous criminal who harmed other
Delawareans.

Let me honor Detective Jonathan
Moyer, who led the investigation of
fraud and theft at Beebee Hospital in
Lewes, DE.

Let me honor Detective Ryan Schmid
from the Dover Police Department. He
is a 6-year veteran of that department
and maintained an amazing clearance
rate of 84 percent in investigated bur-
glaries, robberies, and attempted mur-
der and solved homicide.

Lastly, let me recognize Detective
Brad Cordrey, who is Delaware’s Child
Welfare Professional of the Year and
has served under Georgetown chief of
police R.L. Hughes, who said that
“Brad’s dedication, compassion, and te-
nacity to solve serious cases are un-
matched.”

There is so much more I could say,
but given the number of my colleagues
who have also come to the floor to
speak, let me conclude by simply say-
ing how grateful all of us are to the
men and women of law enforcement.

During this National Police Week, let
me say what a great blessing it is to be
able to continue to work with my col-
league Senator BLUNT of Missouri in
cochairing the Law Enforcement Cau-
cus in this Congress and hopefully for
many years to come.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

IRAN

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to discuss the Senate’s failure to
meet its constitutional obligation and
conduct effective oversight of what
seems to me and many others to be
this administration’s inexorable march
toward war with Iran.

This week, the New York Times re-
ported that the Trump administration
is making plans to deploy 120,000 Amer-
ican troops to the Middle East in an-
ticipation of a confrontation with Iran.
It is no secret that some of the Presi-
dent’s closest advisers are focused on
regime change and possibly military
engagement with Iran.

I was encouraged by a story in the
Washington Post that was posted last
night. The headline of that story read
as follows: “Trump, frustrated by ad-
visers, is not convinced the time is
right to attack Iran.” That was the
headline in the version of the story re-
ported by four Washington Post report-
ers. In pertinent part, the story indi-
cated that the President thinks his ad-
visers ‘‘could rush the U.S. into a mili-
tary confrontation with Iran.” Then it
goes on to further state that “Trump
prefers a diplomatic approach to re-
solving tensions.” I am encouraged by
that, but we have to be vigilant when
it comes to this issue and the broader
issue of the use of force.

The plans that I mentioned before re-
ferred to by the New York Times ap-
parently were submitted by Acting De-
fense Secretary Shanahan. These are
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