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Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements
crafted to detect the diversion of nuclear
materials from peaceful to non-peaceful
uses;

Whereas the 2018 Department of Defense
Nuclear Posture Review affirms, ‘“The Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) is a
cornerstone of the nuclear nonproliferation
regime. It plays a positive role in building
consensus for non-proliferation and enhances
international efforts to impose costs on
those that would pursue nuclear weapons
outside the Treaty.”’;

Whereas the success of the NPT has and
will continue to depend upon the full imple-
mentation by all State Parties of the Trea-
ty’s three mutually reinforcing pillars: non-
proliferation, access to peaceful uses of nu-
clear energy, and disarmament;

Whereas, over the past half century, the
United States has exhibited leadership in
strengthening each of the NPT’s three pillars
for the global good, including—

(1) reducing its nuclear weapons stockpile
by more than 85 percent from its Cold War
heights of 31,225 in parallel with equally
massive reductions of the Russian Federa-
tion’s stockpile through bilateral coordina-
tion;

(2) cooperating with Kazakhstan, Ukraine,
and Belarus to facilitate the surrender of nu-
clear weapons on their soil after the fall of
the Soviet Union—leading to each country’s
accession to the NPT as nonnuclear weapons
states;

(3) providing voluntary contributions to
the IAEA to promote peaceful nuclear activi-
ties exceeding $378,000,000 since 2010, includ-
ing activities that help in the treatment of
cancer and other life-saving applications;
and

(4) extending deterrence to United States
allies in the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO), Japan, and the Republic of
Korea—which is an unmistakable demonstra-
tion of the United States commitment to
collective security;

Whereas heightened geopolitical tensions
in recent years have made cooperation on
nonproliferation and arms control issues
with the Russian Federation more chal-
lenging;

Whereas a range of actions by the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation has led to a
deterioration in bilateral relations with the
United States, including Russia’s brazen in-
terference in the 2016 United States presi-
dential elections, its violation of the Treaty
between the United States of America and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on
the Elimination of Their Intermediate-
Range and Shorter-Range Missiles (com-
monly known as the “INF Treaty’’), signed
at Washington, D.C., December 8, 1987, and
entered into force June 1, 1988, its use of a
chemical nerve agent in an assassination at-
tempt against Sergei Skripal and his daugh-
ter Yulia in the United Kingdom in March
2018, its illegal annexation of Crimea, its in-
vasion of Eastern Ukraine, and its desta-
bilizing actions in Syria;

Whereas, within a difficult environment,
preserving agreements that continue to con-
tribute to United States and global security,
particularly the New START Treaty, is im-
portant, and that to that end, the Depart-
ment of State confirmed in February 2018
that Russia had met New START’s Central
Treaty Limits and stated that ‘“‘implementa-
tion of the New START Treaty enhances the
safety and security of the United States’’;

Whereas United States efforts to reduce
dangers associated with nuclear arsenals
through ambitious arms control agreements
with both the Russian Federation and the
People’s Republic of China would advance
United States and global security, adding to
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the benefits of stability and transparency
provided by existing agreements.

Whereas, in a March 2018 speech, President
Vladimir Putin of the Russian Federation
unveiled details of new kinds of strategic nu-
clear weapons under development, including
hypersonic nuclear weapons, nuclear-pow-
ered cruise missiles, and multi-megaton nu-
clear torpedoes shot from drone submarines
that may be accountable under the New
START Treaty;

Whereas the Russian Federation erro-
neously claimed that the United States may
have not reached New START Treaty central
limits by February 5, 2018, as is mandated by
the Treaty;

Whereas the Bilateral Consultative Com-
mission (BCC) is the appropriate forum for
the Parties to engage constructively on any
New START Treaty implementation issues
that arise; and

Whereas the collapse of the INF Treaty
and expiration of the New START Treaty
would lead to the absence of any binding, bi-
lateral treaty or agreement governing
United States and Russian nuclear forces,
which account for 90 percent of those cur-
rently in existence globally, for the first
time since 1972: Now, therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that—

(1) the United States should continue to
encourage all States Party to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) to comply fully with the Treaty;

(2) the United States should maintain sup-
port for the TAEA through its assessed and
voluntary contributions and promote the
universal adoption of the TAEA Additional
Protocol;

(3) the United States should—

(A) consider extending the New START
Treaty, within the context of wider enhance-
ment of strategic stability between the
United States and the Russian Federation
and provided the Treaty continues to ad-
vance United States national security;

(B) assess whether Russia’s recently an-
nounced nuclear capabilities should be ac-
countable under the New START Treaty, and
raise the issue directly with the Russian
Federation;

(C) conclude an interagency process to con-
sider an extension of the New START Treaty
and to engage with the Russian Federation
on the full range of strategic stability issues
and other arms control and nonproliferation
issues;

(D) begin negotiations with the Russian
Federation on an agreement to address the
massive disparity between the nonstrategic
nuclear weapons stockpiles of the Russian
Federation and of the United States and to
secure and reduce nonstrategic nuclear
weapons in a verifiable manner; and

(E) consider the consequences of the New
START Treaty’s expiration in 2021 in rela-
tion to the insights it provides into the loca-
tion, movement, and disposition of current
and future Russian strategic systems;

(4) the United States strongly condemns
the Russian Federation’s violations of the
INF Treaty and its noncompliance with its
other arms control commitments and treaty
obligations, and urges the Russian Federa-
tion to come back into full compliance;

(5) in responding to the Russian Federa-
tion’s deployment of INF-range systems, ad-
vocate for those defense and deterrence steps
which preserve NATO alliance cohesion and
are aimed at averting an arms race on the
European continent;

(6) pursuit of a verifiable and comprehen-
sive arms control agreement with the Rus-
sian Federation and the People’s Republic of
China, which may capture strategic and non-
strategic nuclear weapons capabilities,

S2891

would enhance United States and global se-
curity by building upon other treaties,
agreements, and transparency measures that
reduce nuclear risk; and

(7) the United States should continue to
encourage opportunities for cooperation with
other nuclear weapon possessing states to re-
duce the salience, number, and role of nu-
clear weapons in their national military
strategies.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have
10 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 15, 2019, at 9:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
““Oversight of financial regulators.”

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 15, 2019, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
15, 2019, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, May 15, 2019,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
pending legislation and the following
nominations: James A. Crowell IV, and
Jason Park, both to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Ron A. Bloom, of
New York, and Roman Martinez IV, of
Florida, both to be a Governor of the
United States Postal Service, Dale
Cabaniss, of Virginia, to be Director of
the Office of Personnel Management,
and Michael Eric Wooten, of Virginia,
to be Administrator for Federal Pro-
curement Policy.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 15,
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a business
meeting.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 15,
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing
on pending legislation.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
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the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 15, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Oversight of
the U.S. Election Assistance Commis-
sion.”
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 15, 2019, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, OCEANS,
FISHERIES, AND WEATHER

The Subcommittee on Science,
Oceans, Fisheries, and Weather of the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 15, 2019, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

The Subcommittee on Water and
Power of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources is to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 15, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct
a hearing.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I have
a request for one committee to meet
during today’s session of the Senate. It
has the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of
the Senate:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 15,
2019, at 6 p.m., to conduct a hearing on
pending military nominations.
———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Christian
Braunlich, an Air Force defense fellow
in Senator SULLIVAN’s office, be grant-
ed floor privileges for the remainder of
the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that my legis-
lative fellow, Adam Bradlow, be grant-
ed floor privileges until the end of July
of 2019.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. For the
information of the Senate, the Chair
makes the following announcement:

The President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Section 201(a)(2) of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, have ap-
pointed Dr. Phillip Swagel as Director
of the Congressional Budget Office, ef-
fective June 3, 2019, for the term expir-
ing January 3, 2023.
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ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 16,
2019

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Thursday, May 16;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, morning business be closed,
and the Senate proceed to executive
session and resume consideration of
the Vitter nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. GARDNER. If there is no busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:30 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
May 16, 2019, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate May 15, 2019:
THE JUDICIARY

KENNETH KIYUL LEE, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT.
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