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dangers of their noble profession. We
acknowledge their brave service and
fortify our support of their work to
protect our families and our commu-
nities.

I yield the floor.

———————

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:30 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CAPITO).

———

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in recess subject to the call of the
chair.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 2:15 p.m.,
recessed subject to the call of the Chair
and reassembled at 2:41 p.m. when
called to order by the Presiding Officer
(Mrs. CAPITO).

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent to use my
leader time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
this week we observe National Police
Week, which is an annual gathering of
tens of thousands of law enforcement
personnel right here in our Nation’s
Capital. America will pay special trib-
ute tomorrow to the service and sac-
rifice of our fallen officers as we mark
Peace Officers Memorial Day.

Officers from all around the country
will join together to honor their broth-
ers and sisters in uniform who have
made the ultimate sacrifice, and the
rest of the Nation will remember how
blessed we are by the selfless sacrifices
of this ‘“‘thin blue line’ that protects
our families and keeps our commu-
nities safe.

I extend a warm welcome to the
many Kentuckians who have traveled
here this week, and along with them, I
am thinking especially of four of their
comrades whose names will be added to
the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial this year: Hickman police of-
ficer Rodney Smith, whose patrol car
was washed into a field while he was
checking on members of his commu-
nity during a flood; Patrolman Scotty
Hamilton, of the Parkville Police De-
partment, who was murdered while he
was investigating a suspicious vehicle
for narcotics activity; Hopkinsville po-
lice officer Phillip Meacham, who was
shot and killed while off duty as he as-
sisted a fellow officer; and Louisville
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Metro Police Department detective
Deidre Mengedoht, who was struck and
killed while conducting a traffic stop
on Christmas Eve.

With more than three decades of
combined service, these heroic Ken-
tuckians left behind spouses, children,
and an entire Commonwealth that
mourns their tragic losses. It is my
honor to have represented them in the
Senate and to represent all those who
wear the uniform. It was an honor to
proudly cosponsor the resolution desig-
nating this as National Police Week.

I also pause to recognize the U.S.
Capitol Police, whose officers protect
all of us in this building every day.
Their professionalism and dedicated
service make our democracy possible
and allow millions of visitors to ob-
serve their government up close each
year.

NOMINATIONS

Madam President, on another mat-
ter, this morning, we voted to confirm
Michael Truncale to serve as a U.S. dis-
trict judge for the Eastern District of
Texas. Now we are considering Kenneth
Lee, of California, who is slated to
serve as a judge on the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals.

Mr. Lee is a graduate of Cornell Uni-
versity and Harvard Law School, and
he held a clerkship in the Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals. Since then, his
record has been marked by his success
in private practice as a litigator, in his
distinguished public service as an Asso-
ciate White House Counsel during the
Bush administration, and in his work
as an adjunct professor at Pepperdine
University School of Law.

In addition to a ‘‘unanimously well
qualified” rating from the ABA, which
is the best it can give, and a favorable
report from the Judiciary Committee,
Mr. Lee has earned the especially high
esteem of one of our own colleagues.
The junior Senator from Arkansas at-
tended law school with the nominee.
He has personally testified that Mr.
Lee is ‘“‘not only a brilliant lawyer, but
more important, he’s a man of high
character.”

So I hope, as this body continues our
work toward swiftly processing the
backlog of well-qualified nominees on
the Executive Calendar, that each of
my colleagues will join me in sup-
porting the confirmation of Kenneth
Lee.

ECONOMIC GROWTH

Madam President, on one final mat-
ter, since the beginning of this Con-
gress, the Nation has watched two fas-
cinating trends play out.

We have observed the job market—
and the opportunities available to
working Americans—continue to break
records and open new doors across the
country. At the very same time, we
have watched a new House Democratic
majority, along with our friends across
the aisle in this body, put forward a
laundry list of proposals that appear to
be tailor-made to shut those many
doors.

Two weeks ago, the contrast was
drawn especially stark. Just a few days
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before we received a new Labor Depart-
ment report that 263,000 new jobs were
created during the month of April,
House Democrats held a hearing on leg-
islation to heap a massive new tax bur-
den on American producers and con-
sumers in pursuit of a one-size-fits-all,
Washington-run health insurance
scheme; news of the lowest national
unemployment rate since 1969 and a
roadmap for Medicare for None; an eco-
nomic moment that has seen more job
openings than job seekers for the first
time in recorded history alongside a
proposal for a Federal social program
that could leave taxpayers with an es-
timated $32 trillion bill.

It is not the first time I have men-
tioned this staggering pricetag here on
the floor, but the news of this reality is
spreading. Our friends in the press are
catching on to the fact that the plan to
implement Medicare for None isn’t as
neatly wrapped as its sponsors would
suggest. ‘“Tax Hikes on the Wealthy
Alone Can’t Pay for ‘Medicare for
All.’” That was one headline from last
week. The cat is out of the bag. Ac-
cording to one analyst, ‘‘there isn’t $30
trillion sitting around from high earn-
ers . . . it just doesn’t exist.”

Turning these socialist policies into
reality would fall on the shoulders of
all kinds of working families. Indeed,
raising what the Senate Democrats’
plan is estimated to cost over a 10-year
period would require, according to the
same analyst—listen to this—‘‘dou-
bling all personal and corporate in-
come taxes or tripling payroll taxes.”
Let me say that again: doubling or tri-
pling the taxes that all Americans pay,
not just the wealthy. Far-left class
warfare rhetoric will not pay those
bills. That will take real money that
will have to be taken from real middle-
class families.

As communities across the country
continue to reap the benefits of this re-
markable opportunity economy—
helped by the policy accomplishments
that the Republicans have worked hard
to enact—the Democrats’ plan to pile
radical new costs on the shoulders of
the American people is looking like an
especially tough sell.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. CAPITO. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, this
week is National Police Week—a time
to honor the sacrifices and the service
of our Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement officers.

I want to take this opportunity as a
Senator from West Virginia to thank
the officers who keep our communities
across our country safe.
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I especially want to thank the State
troopers, the sheriffs, the deputy sher-
iffs of all 55 of our counties, and our
city police officers across West Vir-
ginia who serve and protect the Moun-
tain State.

Tomorrow, the 38th Annual National
Peace Officers Memorial Service—a
somber service—will honor 158 law en-
forcement heroes from across this Na-
tion who were killed in the line of duty
in the year 2018. We all mourn the loss
of these brave men and women.

Last night, I joined thousands, I be-
lieve, of officers on the National Mall
for their candlelight vigil in prepara-
tion for the Peace Officers Memorial
Service. What I saw there was really
astounding. I struck up conversations
with a lot of different people. I saw
sheriffs from Florida. I saw the motor-
cycle police officers from Texas. We
saw the mounted officers from all over
the country on beautiful equestrian
horses. We saw city police officers from
big cities and small cities, men and
women, young and old, serving our
country as our law enforcement offi-
cers.

As we did yesterday evening during
the candlelight vigil, we continue to
stand with not just the fallen heroes’
families but those who are serving us
now. Our country will never forget the
sacrifices our fallen law enforcement
officers and their families have made.

In the coming days, I hope that we
will further honor our police officers by
passing several pieces of bipartisan leg-
islation.

One of these bills is the Supporting
and Treating Officers in Crisis Act. It
was introduced by Senator HAWLEY.
The bill will reauthorize and improve
family support grants for law enforce-
ment officers to better address mental
health and suicide prevention.

Our law enforcement officers have to
deal with difficult and often tragic sit-
uations. They are the first to respond
to a difficult accident or the first to
view up close and personal the devasta-
tion of child abuse and other terrible
incidents. Responding to tragedy and
helping individuals through the worst
days of their lives would take a toll on
anybody. We need to be there for the
officers who are there for us by pro-
viding mental health services when
they are needed.

I also support passage of the Debbie
Smith Act, which was introduced by
Senator CORNYN. This will extend fund-
ing for DNA testing to reduce the rape
kit backlog, which has been histori-
cally quite large.

The West Virginia State Police and
Marshall University have partnered to
utilize some of this funding in my
State. It is important that we continue
providing resources to help our law en-
forcement officers bring justice to the
victims of rape and other violent
crimes.

Senator LEAHY’s bill to continue the
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program,
which we participate in, again, in West
Virginia, is also critical to protecting
the lives of our police officers.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

All of these bills enjoy broad support
and should be passed soon.

The work of our police officers do in-
fluence so many aspects of our lives. In
West Virginia, where the opioid epi-
demic continues to devastate families
and communities across the State, our
police play a vital role. They help oth-
ers to stop bringing the drugs into our
towns to begin with. They assist with
those who are caught in the cycle of
addiction. By going to schools and
being school resource officers, they
prevent that next generation from
going down that path.

This week is also National Drug Pre-
vention Week, and the Martinsburg Ini-
tiative in West Virginia is a great ex-
ample of how our police can play such
a positive role in our children’s lives.

This initiative is spearheaded by the
Martinsburg Police Department, the
Berkeley County Schools, and Shepard
University, as well as a wide array of
local partners, most especially the
Boys & Girls Club of the Eastern Pan-
handle. Its goal is to stem the opioid
addiction problem by identifying and
trying to determine the basic causes of
drug abuse in at-risk families. The ef-
fort is actually based on a CDC study
that shows when children have adverse
childhood experiences like exposure to
drugs and alcohol, it can have a major
impact on their physical and mental
developmental health.

The work these officers are doing, led
by Martinsburg chief of police Maury
Richards, is incredible. I have seen it
firsthand. Whether they are playing
basketball with the kids at the Boys &
Girls Club of the Eastern Panhandle or
spending times in West Virginia in
Berkeley County Schools playing
interactive learning games and helping
students with their work, or simply
lending a hand and a smile whenever
one is needed, they are making such a
difference and letting kids know that
their police department is part of the
solution, and they are there and avail-
able to help.

I saw other prevention efforts under-
way last year when I visited John
Adams Middle School in Charleston. I
went with Chad Napier, who is from
the Appalachian High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Task Force to meet with
students. He was explaining to them
just the proliferation of drugs, the
damage drugs can do, and doing it in a
way that could relate to the middle
schoolers.

So during National Drug Prevention
Week, I want to recognize those who
use their time and talent to help pre-
vent addiction in our communities.
During National Police Week, I want to
thank our police officers again and
their loved ones for their service and
their sacrifice on behalf of our commu-
nities.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

65TH ANNIVERSARY OF BROWN V. BOARD OF

EDUCATION

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, this

week marks the 656th anniversary of the
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Supreme Court’s unanimous decision of
Brown v. Board of Education.

In Brown, the Justices recognized a
profound, moral wrong tearing at the
soul of this country—racial segregation
in our Nation’s schools.

They held fast to the principle in-
scribed above the entrance to the Su-
preme Court, ‘‘Equal Justice Under
Law,” and they appealed to a self-evi-
dent truth, but not yet realized by our
Founding documents, that equal means
equal.

Of course, the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion in Brown didn’t stand alone. We
needed civil rights activists like
Thurgood Marshall, who had built to-
ward this moment to carry the torch
forward. We needed a Congress and a
White House that would enshrine pro-
tections for civil rights, voting rights,
and housing rights into law. We needed
courts committed to this principle that
racism and White supremacy could no
longer hide behind the shield of law.

Most of all, we needed the power of
the people fiercely demanding equal-
ity—students like the Little Rock
Nine, who courageously, in the face of
State-sponsored hostility, walked
through the doors of Little Rock Cen-
tral High School to jeers and taunts
and threats; people like JOHN LEWIS,
who marched and bled on the Edmund
Pettus Bridge in Selma; folks like
Goodman, Chaney, and Schwerner, who
lost their lives together in the pursuit
of justice; and leaders like King, who
pointed us to the mountaintop.

Brown v. Board of Education isn’t
confined to the history books. The
fight for equality and civil rights still
continues to this day. Much of this
hard-earned progress, unfortunately,
almost tragically, is being rolled back.

Now, staggeringly, many judicial
nominees for the Trump administra-
tion have refused to say whether they
believe Brown v. Board of Education
was even rightly decided. They can’t
even affirm the most basic and funda-
mental principle of American law.

One judicial nominee is set to receive
a floor vote this week—Wendy Vitter.
She not only refused to say that Brown
was correctly decided but even sug-
gested at the time that it was, perhaps,
the wrong decision.

The nominee for the second highest
job at the Justice Department, Jeffrey
Rosen, refused to say whether Brown
was rightly decided, even though he
would oversee the Solicitor General in
day-to-day operations of our Federal
prosecutors.

The principle underlying Brown is
more than a foundation of our legal
system. It is also the foundation of de-
mocracy. It goes to the heart of one of
the deepest ideals in our Nation—that
we are a Nation where equal means
equal.

The principle underlying Brown is
sacrosanct. It is not something that we
in this era, this day and age, should be
leaving up to question or even debate.

So I would like to take a moment
today to read from the Supreme
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Court’s landmark ruling in Brown v.
Board of Education.

This decision wasn’t written just for
lawyers or students at law school; it
was written for the American people,
making the case for equal justice under
law.

So here we are—Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka, KS. Chief Justice
Warren delivered the opinion of the
Court, and I quote:

These cases come to us from the States of
Kansas, South Carolina, Virginia, and Dela-
ware. . . . In each of the cases, minors of the
Negro race, through their legal representa-
tives, seek the aid of courts in obtaining ad-
missions to public schools of their commu-
nities on a nonsegregated basis. In each in-
stance, they have been denied admission to
schools attended by white children under
laws requiring or permitting segregation ac-
cording to race. This segregation was alleged
to deprive the plaintiffs of equal protection
of the laws under the Fourteenth Amend-
ment.

In each of the cases other than the Dela-
ware case, a three-judge federal district
court denied relief to the plaintiffs on the so-
called ‘‘separate but equal’ doctrine an-
nounced by this Court in Plessy v. Ferguson.

. The plaintiffs contend that segregated
public schools are not ‘‘equal’ and cannot be
made ‘‘equal,” and hence they are deprived
of the equal protection of the laws.
Today, education is perhaps the most impor-
tant function of state and local govern-
ments. Compulsory school attendance laws
and the great expenditures for education
both demonstrate our recognition of the im-
portance of education toward democratic so-
ciety. It is required in the performance of
our most basic public responsibilities, even
service in the armed forces. It is the very
foundation of good citizenship.

Today it is a principal instrument in awak-
ening the child to cultural values, in pre-
paring him for later professional training,
and in helping him to adjust normally to his
environment. In these days, it is doubtful
that any child may reasonably be expected
to succeed in life if he is denied the oppor-
tunity of an education. Such an opportunity,
where the state has undertaken to provide it,
is a right which must be made available to
all on equal terms.

We come then to the question presented:
Does segregation of children in public
schools solely on the basis of race, even
though the physical facilities and other
“tangible’’ factors may be equal, deprive the
children of the minority group of equal edu-
cational opportunities? We believe that it
does. . . . To separate them from others of
similar age and qualifications solely because
of their race generates a feeling of inferi-
ority as to their status in the community
that may affect their hearts and minds in a
way unlikely ever to be undone. . . . We con-
clude that, in the field of public education,
the doctrine of ‘‘separate but equal’ has no
place. Separate educational facilities are in-
herently unequal. Therefore, we hold that
the plaintiffs and others similarly situated
for whom the actions have been brought are,
by reason of the segregation complained of,
deprived of the equal protection of the laws
guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment.
. . . It is so ordered.

It has been 65 years since the nine
Justices of the Supreme Court unani-
mously gave those words the force of
law. Today, for any nominee who would
enforce or interpret our laws, it should
be far beyond debate that Brown was
right—the separate-but-equal doctrine
has no place in American society.
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Sixty-five years on, it is our duty as
Americans to continue to fight for
equality and justice in America. We
owe this not just to ourselves but we
who benefit from the blessings of this
democracy, sewn by the hands of our
ancestors, we who partake of that fruit
from their labors. We must recognize
those heroes in the generations who ad-
vocated, marched, and insisted that
this Nation make good on the promise
of equal justice under the law.

I stand here upon the shoulders of
those who came before. We as a nation
have progressed in every generation to-
ward more inclusion, more equality.
Our courts and our activists and our
citizens who came before have made
this a more perfect union. We still have
work to do, but we cannot allow our-
selves to see undone the progress of our
ancestors. We cannot allow ourselves
to call into question those sacrosanct
ideas enshrined in our law. This is not
the time to go back. We must continue
to forge a pathway forward.

Sixty-five years ago, our courts acted
in the name of justice and equality. It
is our duty and obligation to preserve
that progress.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
rise to express my objections in opposi-
tion to the Trump administration’s
constant attacks on women’s
healthcare, such as taking action to
undermine the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act and finalizing ad-
ministrative rules that allow discrimi-
natory practices to family planning
providers and women seeking reproduc-
tive healthcare.

Women and their healthcare should
not be under constant threat. As a
country, the United States has made
great efforts to promote equal rights
for both women and men. Yet in the
21st century, the Trump administra-
tion and congressional Republicans
continue to push the policies that set
this country back.

The Trump administration’s attacks
on women’s healthcare are unconscion-
able. Trump has taken several adminis-
trative actions that allow employers,
insurance companies, and hospitals to
refuse healthcare coverage and services
based on their personal beliefs. For ex-
ample, the recently finalized refusal
rule allows virtually any individual or
entity involved in a patient’s care—
from a hospital’s board of directors to
a receptionist who schedules proce-
dures—to put their personal beliefs
ahead of a patient’s healthcare needs.

Letting hospitals, pharmacies, and a
range of people involved in healthcare
deny services means that women will
lose critical care. Rape survivors could
be denied emergency birth control.
Same-sex couples could be denied fer-
tility treatment. Women with an unin-
tended pregnancy could be denied in-
formation and counseling on their op-
tions. The rule represents a radical de-
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parture from HHS’s mission and long
history of combating discrimination,
protecting patients’ access to care, and
eliminating health disparities. It is
outrageous that President Trump con-
tinually implements policies that dis-
criminate against women in
healthcare. We cannot allow women to
be treated this way.

One of the most egregious acts of this
administration is gutting title X, the
Nation’s only federal grant program
dedicated solely to providing individ-
uals with comprehensive family plan-
ning and related preventive health
services. The Trump administration fi-
nalized a rule that would bar providers
from giving their patients complete
medical information and block care at
popular family planning providers like
Planned Parenthood, even though
Planned Parenthood serves approxi-
mately 40 percent of title X patients.

Last year, title X funding allowed
nearly 4,000 health centers to provide
over 4 million low-income women and
men basic primary and preventive
healthcare services such as pap tests,
cervical cancer screenings, contracep-
tion, breast exams, and HIV testing. In
Maryland there are 55 title X-funded
health centers spanning my State.
These include federally qualified
health centers, local health depart-
ments, Planned Parenthood clinics,
and school-based health centers. In fis-
cal year 2015, Maryland received over
$3.8 million in title X funding and pro-
vided health services to over 64,000 pa-
tients. These are low-income, under-
insured, and uninsured individuals who
would otherwise lack access to
healthcare.

In addition to attacks on women’s
healthcare, the Trump administration
has proposed a title IX rule that weak-
ens the existing protections for victims
of campus sexual assault and allows
universities to roll back their respon-
sibilities to ensure students receive an
education free of discrimination. Re-
cently I was on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Maryland, College Park,
speaking to students from College Park
and Bowie State University regarding
issues related to higher education. At
College Park students are guaranteed
housing on campus only for their first
2 years of education. Under Secretary
DeVos’s title IX rule, the university
would no longer be responsible for in-
vestigating any claims of sexual as-
sault for incidents that take place off
campus, even though it may involve
two students. In fact, 9 out of 10 sexual
assaults do take place off college cam-
puses.

This rule and the administration’s
failure even to listen to the concerns of
sexual assault survivors on campus
show a callous disregard for victims.
We should be working to ensure protec-
tion for victims, not minimizing their
experiences. In order to do just that, I
have fought for funding for the Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of Civil
Rights to have adequate staffing to in-
vestigate these claims and other
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