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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, this
week marks National Police Week,
which is dedicated to the brave men
and women of law enforcement. Police
officers prioritize the safety of their
neighbors and fellow citizens above
their own.

This week gives us an opportunity to
reflect on the dedication and persever-
ance of law enforcement officers across
the country. We should also honor
those who made the ultimate sacrifice
while serving our communities. It is
because of the commitment and brav-
ery of police officers, firefighters, first
responders, and other public safety of-
ficers that we can feel safe in our
homes, places of work, and our commu-
nities.

I am particularly grateful for the
men and women in blue who serve my
fellow Iowans.

I would also like to thank the offi-
cers who serve in Washington, DC. The
Capitol Police work diligently every
day to ensure that those of us who
work here and everyone who visits this
Capitol are safe. Each member of the
Capitol Police works selflessly to pro-
tect us, and their dedication to service
doesn’t go unnoticed.

National Police Week serves as a re-
minder to thank specific members of
law enforcement whom we know and
care about; however, we can’t forget to
honor those who sacrificed their lives
to protect ours. These individuals are
heroes.

According to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Fund, a
total of 1,682 officers died in the line of
duty during the past 10 years. That is
an average of one death every 55 hours.

In 2018, 158 officers were killed in the
line of duty.

At the National Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Memorial, the names of some 200
Iowans are inscribed amongst those
who made the ultimate sacrifice. Each
name represents a unique individual
who answered the call of duty. We are
indebted to each and every one of those
people.

To that end, I am pleased that the
Senate Judiciary Committee recently
approved three bills, two of which I co-
sponsored and one that I introduced.

My bill, the Protecting America’s
First Responder’s Act, seeks to fix
issues in the Federal Public Safety Of-
ficers’ Benefits Program. Officers
whose lives have been transformed by
injury in the line of duty deserve our
support, and that bill lends to their
support and makes sure that it is actu-
ally accomplished. Unfortunately, the
Federal program that was created to
assist them has fallen short in respond-
ing to claims efficiently. This impor-
tant bill improves this program to en-
sure that disabled or fallen officers re-
ceive the benefits they deserve.

My bill enjoys the wide support of
multiple groups, including the Fra-
ternal Order of Police, Federal Law En-
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forcement Officers Association, Ser-
geants Benevolent Association, Na-
tional Association of Police Organiza-
tions, Peace Officers Research Associa-
tion of California, Wounded Blue,
How2LoveOurCops, Billings Montana
Police Department, National Volunteer
Fire Council, National Association of
School Resource Officers, and the Vio-
lently Injured Police Officers Organiza-
tion.

I look forward to passing this bill
into law, and I thank all of the bill’s
cosponsors for helping to move this bill
forward.

In addition to the Protecting Amer-
ica’s First Responder’s Act, we also
moved two other bills out of the Judi-
ciary Committee.

The first is the Patrick Leahy Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program
reauthorization. This bill allows State
and local law enforcement officers to
purchase lifesaving bulletproof vests
for those officers working in the field.
I am happy to cosponsor this legisla-
tion and support my colleague Senator
LEAHY’s tireless efforts to improve the
availability of bulletproof vests to our
police.

The other bill that passed out of
committee last week is the Supporting
and Treating Officers in Crisis Act.
Mental illness and suicide among po-
lice officers continue to grow. Senator
HAWLEY introduced this bill, and I am
proud to cosponsor it with him because
it addresses a critical issue that far too
many officers face. This bill seeks to
provide necessary resources to law en-
forcement on mental health and sui-
cide prevention.

I urge my colleagues to support all
three of these bills. Passing them into
law is one way to say thank you to the
brave men and women who serve us so
selflessly.

I would like to conclude my remarks
by once again thanking all members of
law enforcement for their dedication
and sacrifice.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Mr. McCONNELL. I move to proceed
to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 230.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Jeffrey A. Rosen, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Attorney General.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on nomina-
tion of Jeffrey A. Rosen, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Attorney General.

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, Roger F.
Wicker, Chuck Grassley, James E.
Risch, Johnny Isakson, John Barrasso,
Steve Daines, David Perdue, Jerry
Moran, John Cornyn, John Thune,
Richard Burr, Mike Crapo, Pat Rob-
erts, Lindsey Graham, Shelley Moore
Capito.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATIONS

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
week the Senate will continue to
promptly and reasonably consider a
number of well-qualified nominees for
important positions.

Several weeks ago we put an end to 2
years of unprecedented, systematic
partisan obstruction that had kept
abundantly qualified nominees on the
sidelines for no substantive reason. The
Senate took a modest but important
step to turn back toward the institu-
tional traditions that had shaped our
work in nominations throughout our
history. We put in place a reform to
speed up the postcloture floor time
that we spend debating on lower level
nominations—or, in many cases, I
should say, supposedly debating them.

Since then we have been able to fill
several important posts in the execu-
tive branch, along with seats on the
bench, at a more reasonable pace. In
many cases, these unobjectionable can-
didates have received the over-
whelming support they deserve—90 to
8, 90 to 8, 95 to 3.

Over the next few days, four more
will receive consideration on the floor.
We will begin by processing the first of
two more well-qualified nominees to
our Nation’s district courts, such as
Michael J. Truncale, of Texas, to serve
as U.S. district judge for the Eastern
District of Texas.
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Mr. Truncale is a graduate of Lamar
University, the University of North
Texas, and the Southern Methodist
University School of Law. Over more
than three decades of private practice,
he has amassed a distinguished record
in both litigation and appellate law. In
addition, Mr. Truncale has served on
the board of regents for the Texas
State University System and the Texas
Prepaid Higher Education Tuition
Board in the Texas Comptroller’s Of-
fice.

His nomination has earned a well-
qualified rating from the ABA and has
twice been favorably reported by our
colleagues on the Judiciary Com-
mittee. So I hope each of our col-
leagues will join me and add Mr.
Truncale’s nomination to the growing
list of uncontroversial nominees passed
in an orderly, bipartisan fashion.

Following consideration of the
Truncale nomination, we will vote on
Kenneth Lee’s nomination to the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals and Wendy
Vitter’s nomination to serve as U.S.
District Judge for the Eastern District
of Liouisiana.

Then we will consider the nomina-
tion of Brian Bulatao, of Texas, to
serve as Under Secretary of State for
Management. This is, effectively, the
COO job at the Department of State,
responsible for such critical things as
embassy security. His nomination was
first submitted to the Senate in June
of 2018, nearly a year ago.

Following those four individuals, the
Senate will also consider this week the
nomination of Jeffrey Rosen to serve
as our next Deputy Attorney General.
Mr. Rosen is a graduate of North-
western University and Harvard Law
School. He built a strong record in pri-
vate practice as a litigator before en-
tering public service in 2003. Prior to
his current position, he has served as
the Deputy Secretary at the Depart-
ment of Transportation and at the Of-
fice of Management and Budget and as
an adjunct professor at the Georgetown
University Law Center.

The American people deserve that
their Department of Justice be fully
staffed, fully operational, and fully
committed to upholding our Nation’s
laws. So I hope that each of my col-
leagues reviews this impressive nomi-
nee and then votes to confirm him this
week.

DISASTER RELIEF

Mr. President, as we continue our ef-
forts in the personnel business, work is
also ongoing to reach an agreement for
providing supplemental relief funding
to communities hit hard by natural
disasters.

Last year’s deadly hurricane season
swept away thousands of homes across
the Southeast and left hundreds of
thousands more without power. The re-
cent spate of tornadoes killed 23 and
injured dozens more in Alabama and
Georgia, and the devastating floods
created more than $1 billion of damage
to homes, businesses, and infrastruc-
ture all across the Midwest this spring.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Bipartisan efforts are ongoing to pro-
vide aid to cover those in need—from
our Territories to those who suffered
west coast wildfires and east coast hur-
ricanes. Disaster assistance in the past
has not been a partisan issue. It has
been over a half-year since many of
these disasters hit, and our country is
in need.

I am grateful to Chairman SHELBY
and our colleagues on the Appropria-
tions Committee for continuing to
push toward a bipartisan solution that
addresses these most urgent needs. I
would urge Democrats and Repub-
licans, in the House as well as the Sen-
ate, to identify our common ground
and produce an outcome for the Amer-
ican people. They have been waiting
entirely too long.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
ERNST). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

FOREIGN ELECTION INTERFERENCE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
Secretary of State Pompeo will meet
with Vladimir Putin tomorrow, and
there is something important he must
do.

The Mueller report, for all its revela-
tions about the President’s conduct,
also reminded us of things we know to
be true and must resist at all costs.
The Mueller report documented the
‘“‘sweeping and systematic”’
disinformation campaign directed by
President Putin to undermine our 2016
elections. Whatever you may think of
the President’s behavior, foreign inter-
ference in our elections cannot be ig-
nored.

It was an attack on democracy itself,
and in my view, America’s response has
not been adequate. What happened in
the past has happened, as bad as it was,
but the point of looking at this is to
prevent it from ever happening again
in the future. We don’t know what
country will try to change our elec-
tions and who it might support—Rus-
sia, China, Iran, North Korea. So we
have to bolster ourselves, and until we
get a full, full description of what hap-
pened and a plan to stop it from hap-
pening in 2020, America should not rest
because it is an attack on democracy
itself.

America’s response, thus far, has not
been adequate. Congress passed sanc-
tions, but then President Trump failed
to implement some and watered others
down. Only a few months ago, the
Treasury Department cut a sweetheart
deal on sanctions relief for Russian oli-
garch and Putin crony Oleg Deripaska.

Even rhetorically, the President and
members of his administration have

S2777

shown an unbelievable willingness to
look past President Putin’s actions of
2016. A little over a week ago, just after
the Mueller report came out, President
Trump held a phone call with President
Putin in which he reportedly brought
up the Russian hoax, and he did not
warn Putin not to meddle in our elec-
tions. Of course, the press conference
in Helsinki last year was the epitome
of President Trump’s inability to con-
front President Putin about his inter-
ference in our elections.

This matters a great deal because
any softness on the administration’s
part will be read by Putin and other
foreign powers as an invitation to try
and interfere with our elections again.
We know, thanks to the testimony
from FBI Director Wray and our na-
tional intelligence chiefs, that foreign
adversaries are gearing up right now to
try again and interfere with our elec-
tions in 2020. Yet it may not be just
Russia next time; it might be China,
North Korea, or Iran. Who knows?

So it is long past time for the Trump
administration to make it crystal clear
that another interference campaign by
Putin will not be tolerated. The Sec-
retary of State, Michael Pompeo, has
an obligation to warn President Putin
that any action to interfere in our elec-
tions will be met with an immediate
and robust response. Secretary of State
Pompeo must make clear that the cost
of trying to interfere with American
elections will be dear. Secretary of
State Pompeo must deliver a shot
across the bow to Putin and any other
foreign adversary who would dare
think about trying to influence our
elections. Anything else from Sec-
retary Pompeo will be a failure of di-
plomacy.

Here in Congress, our response must
also be strong. In the wake of multiple
warnings about future election inter-
ference, we must do everything we can
to harden our election infrastructure
before 2020. There are multiple bills—
bipartisan, sponsored by Democrats
and Republicans—that are in com-
mittee right now that would do just
that, but Leader MCCONNELL will not
commit to bringing them to the floor,
which is another example of his legisla-
tive graveyard. Instead, he just sched-
ules nomination after nomination. This
is now the third week in a row that the
Senate will spend processing only
nominations. Leader MCCONNELL is,
slowly but surely, changing the Cham-
ber into a legislative graveyard, where
even the most urgently needed, bipar-
tisan bills on election security and
Russia sanctions get buried.

HEALTHCARE

Madam President, on healthcare, it is
not just election security, of course,
that finds itself in the McConnell
graveyard. Bipartisan bills, like back-
ground checks, paycheck fairness, and
the Violence Against Women Act, have
all passed the House with Republican
support but have languished in the
Senate. I wouldn’t be surprised if
healthcare legislation will soon be
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