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Whereas the Bolivian Constitutional Tri-

bunal’s ruling rendered Bolivia one of a very 
small number of countries in the Western 
Hemisphere that does not place limits on 
presidential reelection; 

Whereas the Secretary General of the Or-
ganization of American States said the cited 
clause ‘‘does not mean the right to perpetual 
power . . . Besides, presidential re-election 
was rejected by popular will in a referendum 
in 2016.’’; 

Whereas, in March 2018, a report commis-
sioned by the Organization of American 
States specifically related to this issue stat-
ed that— 

(1) ‘‘There is no specific and distinct 
human right to re-election.’’; 

(2) ‘‘Term limits. . .are a reasonable limit 
to the right to be elected because they pre-
vent an unlimited exercise of power in the 
hands of the President.’’; and 

(3) ‘‘The limits on a president’s re-election 
do not therefore unduly restrict his/her 
human and political rights.’’; and 

Whereas the Morales era has seen many so-
cial and economic gains, but also a weak-
ening and undermining of key democratic in-
stitutions in order to favor the ruling party: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the important transitions to 

democracy and the regular peaceful transfers 
of power through elections that have taken 
place in the majority of Latin American and 
Caribbean countries in recent decades; 

(2) recognizes the historic significance of 
Bolivia’s 2005 election; 

(3) expresses concern for efforts to cir-
cumvent presidential term limits in the Bo-
livian constitution; 

(4) supports presidential term limits preva-
lent in Latin America as reasonable checks 
against a history of coups, corruption, and 
abuses of power; 

(5) expresses the belief that the 2016 ref-
erendum vote to maintain presidential term 
limits reflected the legitimate will of the 
majority of voters in Bolivia; 

(6) agrees with the Organization of Amer-
ican States Secretary General’s interpreta-
tion of the American Convention of Human 
Rights as not applicable to presidential term 
limits; 

(7) calls on the Government of Bolivia to 
respect, and where necessary restore, the 
independence of key electoral and governing 
bodies and administer the October 2019 elec-
tion in adherence with international demo-
cratic norms and its own constitutional lim-
its on presidential terms; and 

(8) calls on Latin American democracies to 
continue to uphold democratic norms and 
standards among members states. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE ON THE IMPORTANCE 
AND VITALITY OF THE UNITED 
STATES ALLIANCES WITH JAPAN 
AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 59, S. Res. 67. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 67) expressing the 

sense of the Senate on the importance and 
vitality of the United States alliances with 
Japan and the Republic of Korea, and our 
trilateral cooperation in the pursuit of 
shared interests. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution 

which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, without 
amendment, and with an amendment 
to the preamble, as follows: 

Whereas the governments and the people of 
the United States, Japan, and the Republic of 
Korea share comprehensive and dynamic part-
nerships and personal friendships rooted in 
shared interests and the common values of free-
dom, democracy, and free market economies; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea are all free societies com-
mitted to the principles of inclusive democracy, 
respect for human potential, and the belief that 
the peaceful spread of these principles will re-
sult in a safer and brighter future for all of 
mankind; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea are indispensable partners in 
tackling global challenges and have pledged sig-
nificant support for efforts to counter violent 
extremism, combat the proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction, prevent piracy, improve 
global health and energy security, promote 
human rights, address climate change, con-
tribute to economic development around the 
world, and assist the victims of conflict and dis-
aster worldwide; 

Whereas the governments and the people of 
the United States, Japan, and the Republic of 
Korea all share a commitment to free and open 
markets, high standards for the free flow of 
commerce and trade, and the establishment of 
an inclusive, transparent, and sustainable ar-
chitecture for regional and global trade and de-
velopment; 

Whereas the United States-Japan and the 
United States-Republic of Korea alliances are 
the foundation of regional stability in Asia, in-
cluding against the threat posed by the regime 
in Pyongyang; 

Whereas cooperation between and among our 
nations spans economic, energy, diplomatic, se-
curity, and cultural spheres; 

Whereas the United States and Japan estab-
lished diplomatic relations on March 31, 1854, 
with the signing of the Treaty of Peace and 
Amity; 

Whereas the relationship between the peoples 
of the United States and the Republic of Korea 
stretches back to Korea’s Chosun Dynasty, 
when the United States and Korea established 
diplomatic relations under the 1882 Treaty of 
Peace, Amity, Commerce, and Navigation; 

Whereas 2019 marks the 74th anniversary of 
the end of World War II, a conflict in which the 
United States and Japan were enemies, and the 
strength of the United States-Japan alliance is a 
testament to the ability of great countries to 
overcome the past and to work together to create 
a more secure and prosperous future; 

Whereas the United States-Korea alliance was 
forged in blood, with United States military cas-
ualties during the Korean War of approximately 
36,574 killed and more than 103,284 wounded, 
and with Republic of Korea casualties of more 
than 217,000 soldiers killed, more than 429,000 
soldiers wounded, and 1,000,000 civilians killed 
or missing; 

Whereas, for the past 70 years, the partner-
ship between the United States and Japan has 
played a vital role, both in Asia and globally, in 
ensuring peace, stability, and economic develop-
ment; 

Whereas, approximately 54,000 United States 
military personnel serve in Japan, along with 
some of the United States most advanced de-
fense assets, including the 7th Fleet and the 
USS Ronald Reagan, the only United States air-
craft carrier to be homeported outside the 
United States; 

Whereas, since the Mutual Defense Treaty 
Between the United States and the Republic of 
Korea, signed in Washington on October 1, 1953, 
and ratified by the Senate on January 26, 1954, 
United States military personnel have main-
tained a continuous presence on the Korean Pe-

ninsula, and approximately 28,500 United States 
troops are stationed in the Republic of Korea in 
2019; 

Whereas the United States and the Republic 
of Korea have stood alongside each other in the 
four major wars the United States has fought 
outside Korea since World War II—in Vietnam, 
the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, and Iraq; 

Whereas Japan is the fourth-largest United 
States trading partner and together with the 
United States represents 30 percent of global 
Gross Domestic Product, and Japanese firms 
have invested approximately $498,000,000,000 in 
the United States; 

Whereas, the economic relationship between 
the United States and its sixth-largest trading 
partner, the Republic of Korea, has been facili-
tated by the United States-Korea Free Trade 
Agreement (KORUS), which entered into force 
on March 15, 2012, and was amended as of Jan-
uary 1, 2019, includes 358,000 jobs in the United 
States that are directly related to exports to the 
Republic of Korea, and has resulted in approxi-
mately $51,800,000,000 in investments by Korean 
firms in the United States; 

Whereas Japan and the Republic of Korea 
stand as strong partners of the United States in 
efforts to ensure maritime security and freedom 
of navigation, commerce, and overflight and to 
uphold respect for the rule of law and to oppose 
the use of coercion, intimidation, or force to 
change the regional or global status quo, includ-
ing in the maritime domains of the Indo-Pacific, 
which are among the busiest waterways in the 
world; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea are committed to working to-
gether towards a world where the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (in this preamble re-
ferred to as the ‘‘DPRK’’) does not threaten 
global peace and security with its weapons of 
mass destruction, missile proliferation, and il-
licit activities, and where the DPRK respects 
human rights and its people can live in freedom; 

Whereas section 211 of the North Korea Sanc-
tions and Policy Enhancement Act of 2016 (22 
U.S.C. 9231; Public Law 114–122) expresses the 
sense of Congress that the President ‘‘should 
seek to strengthen high-level trilateral mecha-
nisms for discussion and coordination of policy 
toward North Korea between the Government of 
the United States, the Government of South 
Korea, and the Government of Japan’’; 

Whereas the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act 
of 2018 (Public Law 115–409) underscores the im-
portance of trilateral defense cooperation and 
enforcement of multilateral sanctions against 
North Korea and calls for regular consultation 
with Congress on the status of such efforts; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea have made great strides in 
promoting trilateral cooperation and defense 
partnership, including ministerial meetings, in-
formation sharing, and cooperation on ballistic 
missile defense exercises to counter North Ko-
rean provocations; 

Whereas Japanese Americans and Korean 
Americans have made invaluable contributions 
to the security, prosperity, and diversity of our 
Nation, including service as our elected rep-
resentatives in the Senate and in the House of 
Representatives; and 

Whereas the United States Government looks 
forward to continuing to deepen our enduring 
partnerships with Japan and the Republic of 
Korea on economic, security, and cultural 
issues, as well as embracing new opportunities 
for bilateral and trilateral partnerships and co-
operation on emerging regional and global chal-
lenges: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate reaffirms the im-
portance of— 

(1) the vital role of the alliances between 
the United States and Japan and the United 
States and the Republic of Korea in pro-
moting peace, stability, and security in the 
Indo-Pacific region, including through 
United States extended deterrence, and reaf-
firms the commitment of the United States 
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to defend Japan, including all areas under 
the administration of Japan, under Article V 
of the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Se-
curity Between the United States of America 
and Japan, and to defend the Republic of 
Korea under Article III of the Mutual De-
fense Treaty Between the United States and 
the Republic of Korea; 

(2) a constructive and forward-looking re-
lationship between Japan and the Republic 
of Korea for United States diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and security interests and for open 
and inclusive architecture to support the de-
velopment of a secure, stable, and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific region; 

(3) strengthening and broadening diplo-
matic, economic, security, and people-to- 
people ties between and among the United 
States, Japan, and the Republic of Korea; 

(4) developing and implementing a strategy 
to deepen the trilateral diplomatic and secu-
rity cooperation between the United States, 
Japan, and the Republic of Korea, including 
through diplomatic engagement, regional de-
velopment, energy security, scientific and 
health partnerships, educational and cul-
tural exchanges, missile defense, intel-
ligence-sharing, space, cyber, and other dip-
lomatic and defense-related initiatives; 

(5) trilateral cooperation with members of 
the United Nations Security Council and 
other Member States to fully and effectively 
enforce sanctions against the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (in this resolu-
tion referred to as the ‘‘DPRK’’) and evalu-
ate additional and meaningful new measures 
toward the DPRK under Article 41 of the 
United Nations Charter; 

(6) trilateral cooperation to support and 
uphold a rules-based trade and economic 
order in the Indo-Pacific region, including 
the empowerment of women, which is vital 
for the prosperity of all our nations; 

(7) supporting the expansion of academic 
and cultural exchanges among the three na-
tions, especially efforts to encourage Japa-
nese and Korean students to study at univer-
sities in the United States, and vice versa, to 
deepen people-to-people ties; and 

(8) continued cooperation among the gov-
ernments of the United States, Japan, and 
the Republic of Korea to promote human 
rights. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
know of no further debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is on 
agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 67) was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask that the committee-reported 
amendment to the preamble be agreed 
to, the preamble, as amended, be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
to the preamble was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution with its preamble, as 
amended, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 67 

Whereas the governments and the people of 
the United States, Japan, and the Republic 
of Korea share comprehensive and dynamic 
partnerships and personal friendships rooted 
in shared interests and the common values of 
freedom, democracy, and free market econo-
mies; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea are all free societies com-
mitted to the principles of inclusive democ-
racy, respect for human potential, and the 
belief that the peaceful spread of these prin-
ciples will result in a safer and brighter fu-
ture for all of mankind; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea are indispensable partners 
in tackling global challenges and have 
pledged significant support for efforts to 
counter violent extremism, combat the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction, 
prevent piracy, improve global health and 
energy security, promote human rights, ad-
dress climate change, contribute to eco-
nomic development around the world, and 
assist the victims of conflict and disaster 
worldwide; 

Whereas the governments and the people of 
the United States, Japan, and the Republic 
of Korea all share a commitment to free and 
open markets, high standards for the free 
flow of commerce and trade, and the estab-
lishment of an inclusive, transparent, and 
sustainable architecture for regional and 
global trade and development; 

Whereas the United States-Japan and the 
United States-Republic of Korea alliances 
are the foundation of regional stability in 
Asia, including against the threat posed by 
the regime in Pyongyang; 

Whereas cooperation between and among 
our nations spans economic, energy, diplo-
matic, security, and cultural spheres; 

Whereas the United States and Japan es-
tablished diplomatic relations on March 31, 
1854, with the signing of the Treaty of Peace 
and Amity; 

Whereas the relationship between the peo-
ples of the United States and the Republic of 
Korea stretches back to Korea’s Chosun Dy-
nasty, when the United States and Korea es-
tablished diplomatic relations under the 1882 
Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce, and 
Navigation; 

Whereas 2019 marks the 74th anniversary of 
the end of World War II, a conflict in which 
the United States and Japan were enemies, 
and the strength of the United States-Japan 
alliance is a testament to the ability of great 
countries to overcome the past and to work 
together to create a more secure and pros-
perous future; 

Whereas the United States-Korea alliance 
was forged in blood, with United States mili-
tary casualties during the Korean War of ap-
proximately 36,574 killed and more than 
103,284 wounded, and with Republic of Korea 
casualties of more than 217,000 soldiers 
killed, more than 429,000 soldiers wounded, 
and 1,000,000 civilians killed or missing; 

Whereas, for the past 70 years, the partner-
ship between the United States and Japan 
has played a vital role, both in Asia and 
globally, in ensuring peace, stability, and 
economic development; 

Whereas, approximately 54,000 United 
States military personnel serve in Japan, 
along with some of the United States most 
advanced defense assets, including the 7th 
Fleet and the USS Ronald Reagan, the only 
United States aircraft carrier to be 
homeported outside the United States; 

Whereas, since the Mutual Defense Treaty 
Between the United States and the Republic 
of Korea, signed in Washington on October 1, 
1953, and ratified by the Senate on January 
26, 1954, United States military personnel 
have maintained a continuous presence on 
the Korean Peninsula, and approximately 
28,500 United States troops are stationed in 
the Republic of Korea in 2019; 

Whereas the United States and the Repub-
lic of Korea have stood alongside each other 
in the four major wars the United States has 
fought outside Korea since World War II—in 

Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, and 
Iraq; 

Whereas Japan is the fourth-largest United 
States trading partner and together with the 
United States represents 30 percent of global 
Gross Domestic Product, and Japanese firms 
have invested approximately $498,000,000,000 
in the United States; 

Whereas, the economic relationship be-
tween the United States and its sixth-largest 
trading partner, the Republic of Korea, has 
been facilitated by the United States-Korea 
Free Trade Agreement (KORUS), which en-
tered into force on March 15, 2012, and was 
amended as of January 1, 2019, includes 
358,000 jobs in the United States that are di-
rectly related to exports to the Republic of 
Korea, and has resulted in approximately 
$51,800,000,000 in investments by Korean 
firms in the United States; 

Whereas Japan and the Republic of Korea 
stand as strong partners of the United States 
in efforts to ensure maritime security and 
freedom of navigation, commerce, and over-
flight and to uphold respect for the rule of 
law and to oppose the use of coercion, in-
timidation, or force to change the regional 
or global status quo, including in the mari-
time domains of the Indo-Pacific, which are 
among the busiest waterways in the world; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea are committed to working 
together towards a world where the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea (in this 
preamble referred to as the ‘‘DPRK’’) does 
not threaten global peace and security with 
its weapons of mass destruction, missile pro-
liferation, and illicit activities, and where 
the DPRK respects human rights and its peo-
ple can live in freedom; 

Whereas section 211 of the North Korea 
Sanctions and Policy Enhancement Act of 
2016 (22 U.S.C. 9231; Public Law 114–122) ex-
presses the sense of Congress that the Presi-
dent ‘‘should seek to strengthen high-level 
trilateral mechanisms for discussion and co-
ordination of policy toward North Korea be-
tween the Government of the United States, 
the Government of South Korea, and the 
Government of Japan’’; 

Whereas the Asia Reassurance Initiative 
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–409) underscores 
the importance of trilateral defense coopera-
tion and enforcement of multilateral sanc-
tions against North Korea and calls for reg-
ular consultation with Congress on the sta-
tus of such efforts; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea have made great strides in 
promoting trilateral cooperation and defense 
partnership, including ministerial meetings, 
information sharing, and cooperation on bal-
listic missile defense exercises to counter 
North Korean provocations; 

Whereas Japanese Americans and Korean 
Americans have made invaluable contribu-
tions to the security, prosperity, and diver-
sity of our Nation, including service as our 
elected representatives in the Senate and in 
the House of Representatives; and 

Whereas the United States Government 
looks forward to continuing to deepen our 
enduring partnerships with Japan and the 
Republic of Korea on economic, security, and 
cultural issues, as well as embracing new op-
portunities for bilateral and trilateral part-
nerships and cooperation on emerging re-
gional and global challenges: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate reaffirms the im-
portance of— 

(1) the vital role of the alliances between 
the United States and Japan and the United 
States and the Republic of Korea in pro-
moting peace, stability, and security in the 
Indo-Pacific region, including through 
United States extended deterrence, and reaf-
firms the commitment of the United States 
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to defend Japan, including all areas under 
the administration of Japan, under Article V 
of the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Se-
curity Between the United States of America 
and Japan, and to defend the Republic of 
Korea under Article III of the Mutual De-
fense Treaty Between the United States and 
the Republic of Korea; 

(2) a constructive and forward-looking re-
lationship between Japan and the Republic 
of Korea for United States diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and security interests and for open 
and inclusive architecture to support the de-
velopment of a secure, stable, and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific region; 

(3) strengthening and broadening diplo-
matic, economic, security, and people-to- 
people ties between and among the United 
States, Japan, and the Republic of Korea; 

(4) developing and implementing a strategy 
to deepen the trilateral diplomatic and secu-
rity cooperation between the United States, 
Japan, and the Republic of Korea, including 
through diplomatic engagement, regional de-
velopment, energy security, scientific and 
health partnerships, educational and cul-
tural exchanges, missile defense, intel-
ligence-sharing, space, cyber, and other dip-
lomatic and defense-related initiatives; 

(5) trilateral cooperation with members of 
the United Nations Security Council and 
other Member States to fully and effectively 
enforce sanctions against the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (in this resolu-
tion referred to as the ‘‘DPRK’’) and evalu-
ate additional and meaningful new measures 
toward the DPRK under Article 41 of the 
United Nations Charter; 

(6) trilateral cooperation to support and 
uphold a rules-based trade and economic 
order in the Indo-Pacific region, including 
the empowerment of women, which is vital 
for the prosperity of all our nations; 

(7) supporting the expansion of academic 
and cultural exchanges among the three na-
tions, especially efforts to encourage Japa-
nese and Korean students to study at univer-
sities in the United States, and vice versa, to 
deepen people-to-people ties; and 

(8) continued cooperation among the gov-
ernments of the United States, Japan, and 
the Republic of Korea to promote human 
rights. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 198TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
GREECE AND CELEBRATING DE-
MOCRACY IN GREECE AND THE 
UNITED STATES 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 60, S. Res. 95. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. Res. 95) recognizing the 198th an-

niversary of the independence of Greece and 
celebrating democracy in Greece and the 
United States 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that the 
resolution be agreed to, the preamble 
be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 95) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of March 5, 2019, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 
11, 2019 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Thursday, April 11; 
further, that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, morning business be closed, 
and the Senate proceed to executive 
session and resume consideration of 
the Bernhardt nomination; finally, 
that all time during recess, adjourn-
ment, morning business, and leader re-
marks count postcloture on the Bern-
hardt nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of Senator HIRONO, and under the pro-
visions of S. Res. 155, and do so as a 
further mark of respect for the late 
Fritz Hollings, former Senator from 
South Carolina. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Hawaii. 

f 

NOMINATION OF DAVID 
BERNHARDT 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, time and 
again over the past 2 years, we have 
seen a clear pattern in the types of peo-
ple Donald Trump nominates to serve 
in his Cabinet. 

They have extensive conflicts of in-
terest. If confirmed, they work to ad-
vance the interest of former clients and 
special interests, and in doing so, they 
are often hostile to the very mission of 
the very Department they have been 
nominated to lead. 

We have seen this time and again 
with the same disastrous results—from 
Scott Pruitt at the Environmental 
Protection Agency and Ryan Zinke at 
the Department of Interior to Andy 
Puzder at the Department of Labor and 
Tom Price at Health and Human Serv-
ices. 

Today, the majority leader and Sen-
ate Republicans are forcing through 
the nomination of David Bernhardt to 
serve as Secretary of the Interior—an-
other person who fits Trump’s pattern 
for conflicted, unethical Cabinet nomi-
nees. 

Bernhardt brings so many conflicts 
of interest to the job that he has to 
carry a list around in his pocket to re-

mind himself of what they are. I am 
putting up this graphic poster that 
shows a card he carries around in his 
pocket to remind himself of the people 
he is not supposed to be interacting 
with or helping. 

In normal times, a President would 
not nominate someone with David 
Bernhardt’s background as a superlob-
byist who represented interests before 
the Department he was nominated to 
lead. In normal times, the majority 
party would push back against a nomi-
nee who brings so many obvious con-
flicts of interest to the job. But these 
are not normal times, and the Senate 
is moving in an all-fired rush to con-
firm someone who shouldn’t have been 
nominated in the first place. 

During his tenure as Deputy Sec-
retary of the Interior, Mr. Bernhardt 
was well-placed to deliver results for 
the special interests who paid his firm 
millions of dollars to lobby on their be-
half over the past decade. 

Mr. Bernhardt, for example, spent 
years lobbying on behalf of an organi-
zation with a misleading name—the 
Center for Environmental Science, Ac-
curacy & Reliability, or CESAR. Far 
from being a nonpartisan group, 
CESAR is an industry front group dedi-
cated to, among other things, attack-
ing and weakening the Endangered 
Species Act, the ESA. 

As a lobbyist at Brownstein Hyatt 
Farber Schreck, Bernhardt spear-
headed CESAR’s efforts to gut the ESA 
through a disingenuous shell campaign 
to list the American eel as a threat-
ened or endangered species. 

Here is what they did. First, CESAR 
petitioned the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice and National Marine Fisheries 
Service to designate the American 
eel—a species whose habitat spans the 
entire east coast of the United States— 
as a threatened or endangered species. 
These Agencies are required to com-
plete their review of such a position 
within 90 days. Both Agencies were un-
able to complete their review on such a 
short timeline, and CESAR filed a law-
suit in DC District Court. 

CESAR did not undertake this cam-
paign with the objective of protecting a 
threatened or endangered species. In-
stead, as an E&E News report made 
clear, CESAR tried to undermine the 
law by making it nearly impossible to 
enforce. 

Why was this the case? Because the 
American eel has habitat all along the 
eastern seaboard and to make a listing 
and to conduct critical habitat des-
ignations would be a paralyzing under-
taking that might force Congress to 
undergo a rewrite of the ESA. 

Mr. Bernhardt did not just represent 
CESAR, but he has also served on their 
board for many years. It was reason-
able to conclude, therefore, that his 
sustained personal advocacy on behalf 
of his client to undermine the ESA 
would carry over to his work at the De-
partment of the Interior, and, indeed, 
it has. 

Last summer, the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and the Fish and 
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