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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 153—RE-
AFFIRMING THE UNIQUE COL-
LABORATION AMONG  UNITED
STATES NONGOVERNMENTAL OR-
GANIZATIONS (NGOS), INCLUDING
FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS,
AND THE ISRAEL DEFENSE
FORCES TO DELIVER HUMANI-
TARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SYR-
IANS

Mr. LANKFORD (for himself and Mr.
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 153

Whereas the Syrian civil war, now in its
eighth year, has forced 14,000,000 Syrians to
flee, more than half of the country’s pre-war
population, with 6,500,000 internally dis-
placed people (IDPs) still within the country;

Whereas ‘‘Operation Good Neighbor” is a
program of the Israel Defense Forces to pro-
vide humanitarian relief to Syrians;

Whereas Operation Good Neighbor worked
with United States nongovernmental organi-
zations (NGOs) to help forge unprecedented
partnerships between the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) and Syrian NGOs, which opened
a new channel for the delivery of humani-
tarian assistance;

Whereas, as a result, food, fuel, medicine,
ambulances, and medical supplies were flow-
ing cross-border from Israel into southern
Syria;

Whereas this new channel permitted these
goods to arrive at Israeli ports, and be
trucked by the IDF through Israel to the
border with Syria;

Whereas, at the border, the IDF trans-
ferred these containers to Syrian NGOs for
transport and distribution to IDPs and local
residents in previously hard-to-reach loca-
tions in southern Syria;

Whereas United States NGOs, including
faith-based organizations, facilitated the re-
lationships between the Syrian NGOs and
the IDF by providing overall coordination
and support for this regional cooperation to
help promote regional peace through a
multifaceted humanitarian relief operation;

Whereas the program initially reached
only villages along the border, but expanded
to a broader area of southern Syria, and as
deliveries continued on a sustained basis, the
initiative ultimately reached an even great-
er population; and

Whereas, in addition to the value of the
humanitarian relief itself, the Syrian/Israeli
partnerships, created and reinforced through
the success of the new channel, dem-
onstrated the value of cooperation and con-
tinues to serve as a role model for strength-
ened positive relations between Syrians and
Israelis: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate hereby reaffirms
the unique collaboration between TUnited
States nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs), including faith-based organizations,
and Syrian NGOs and the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) for having provided vital aid to
internally displaced people and local resi-
dents in southern Syria while also coun-
tering generations of hostility, promoting
dialogue between neighbors, and ultimately
advancing long-term stability in the region.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 154—RECOG-
NIZING THE WEEK OF APRIL 11

THROUGH APRIL 17, 2019, AS
“BLACK MATERNAL HEALTH
WEEK” TO BRING NATIONAL AT-

TENTION TO THE MATERNAL
HEALTH CRISIS IN THE BLACK
COMMUNITY AND THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF REDUCING MATERNAL
MORTALITY  AND MORBIDITY
AMONG BLACK WOMEN

Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. BROWN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. MARKEY, and
Mr. VAN HOLLEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 154

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, Black mothers
in the United States are 3 to 4 times more
likely than White mothers to die from preg-
nancy-related causes;

Whereas Black women in the United States
suffer from life-threatening pregnancy com-

plications, known as “‘maternal
morbidities’, twice as often as White
women;

Whereas maternal mortality rates in the
United States are—

(1) among the highest in the developed
world; and

(2) increasing rapidly;

Whereas the United States has the highest
maternal mortality rate among affluent
countries, in part because of the dispropor-
tionate mortality rate of Black mothers;

Whereas Black women are 49 percent more
likely than White women to deliver pre-
maturely;

Whereas the high rates of maternal mor-
tality among Black women span across—

(1) income levels;

(2) education levels; and

(3) socioeconomic status;

Whereas structural racism, gender oppres-
sion, and the social determinants of health
inequities experienced by Black women in
the United States significantly contribute to
the disproportionately high rates of mater-
nal mortality and morbidity among Black
women;

Whereas racism and discrimination play a
consequential role in maternal health care,
experiences, and outcomes;

Whereas a fair distribution of resources,
especially with regard to reproductive health
care services and maternal health program-
ming, is critical to closing the maternal
health racial disparity gap;

Whereas, even as there is growing concern
about improving access to mental health
services, Black women are least likely to
have access to mental health screenings,
treatment, and support before, during, and
after pregnancy;

Whereas justice-informed, culturally con-
gruent models of care are beneficial to Black
women; and

Whereas an investment must be made in—

(1) maternity care for Black women; and

(2) policies that support and promote af-
fordable, comprehensive, and holistic mater-
nal health care that is free from gender and
racial discrimination: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes—

(1) that Black women are experiencing
high, disproportionate rates of maternal
mortality and morbidity in the TUnited
States;
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(2) that the alarmingly high rates of ma-
ternal mortality among Black women are
unacceptable;

(3) that, in order to better mitigate the ef-
fects of systemic and structural racism, Con-
gress must work toward ensuring that the
Black community has—

(A) adequate housing;

(B) transportation equity;

(C) nutritious food;

(D) clean water;

(E) environments free from toxins;

(F) fair treatment within the criminal jus-
tice system;

(G) safety and freedom from violence;

(H) a living wage;

(D) equal economic opportunity; and

(J) comprehensive, affordable health care;

(4) that, in order to improve maternal
health outcomes, Congress must fully sup-
port and encourage policies grounded in the
human rights and reproductive justice
frameworks that address Black maternal
health inequity;

(5) that Black women must be active par-
ticipants in the policy decisions that impact
their lives;

(6) that ‘‘Black Maternal Health Week” is
an opportunity—

(A) to raise national awareness of the state
of Black maternal health in the United
States;

(B) to amplify the voices of Black women,
families, and communities;

(C) to serve as a national platform for—

(i) entities led by Black women; and

(ii) efforts on maternal health; and

(D) to enhance community organizing on
Black maternal health; and

(7) the significance of April 11 through
April 17, 2019, as ‘‘Black Maternal Health
Week™.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  155—REL-
ATIVE TO THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE ERNEST F. HOL-
LINGS, FORMER UNITED STATES
SENATOR FOR THE STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 155

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
was born in Charleston, South Carolina, in
1922 and graduated from The Citadel and the
University of South Carolina School of Law;

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
served his country during World War II as an
artillery officer in the Army, earning a
Bronze Star;

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
was elected to the South Carolina House of
Representatives in 1949;

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
was elected Governor of South Carolina in
1959 and oversaw the establishment of the
nationally recognized South Carolina Tech-
nical College System;

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
served South Carolina with devotion and
dedication in the United States Senate for 38
years;

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
served the Senate as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Budget and Chairman of the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation;

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
fought tirelessly to combat hunger in the
United States and was a strong advocate for
a robust national defense;

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
championed fiscal restraint throughout his
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career and was the unheralded force behind
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 900 et seq.);

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
was a devoted husband, father, grandfather,
and great-grandfather;

Whereas the service of the Honorable Er-
nest F. Hollings on behalf of the people of
South Carolina and all people of the United
States earned him the respect and devotion
of his colleagues; and

Whereas the death of the Honorable Ernest
F. Hollings has deprived South Carolina and
the United States of one of the most out-
standing Senators: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate has heard with profound sor-
row and deep regret the announcement of the
death of the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings,
former Senator for the State of South Caro-
lina; and

(2) the Secretary of the Senate commu-
nicate this resolution to the House of Rep-
resentatives and transmit an enrolled copy
thereof to the family of the Honorable Er-
nest F. Hollings.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  156—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF TAKE OUR DAUGH-
TERS AND SONS TO WORK DAY

Mr. BURR (for himself, Ms. SMITH,
and Mr. TILLIS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 156

Whereas the Take Our Daughters To Work
program was created in New York City as a
response to research that showed that, by
the 8th grade, many girls were dropping out
of school, had low self-esteem, and lacked
confidence;

Whereas, in 2003, the name of the program
was changed to ‘‘Take Our Daughters And
Sons To Work” so that boys who face many
of the same challenges as girls could also be
involved in the program;

Whereas, in 2019, the mission of the pro-
gram, to develop ‘‘innovative strategies that
empower girls and boys to overcome societal
barriers to reach their full potential”’, fully
reflects the addition of boys;

Whereas the Take Our Daughters And Sons
To Work Foundation, a nonprofit organiza-
tion, has grown to be one of the largest pub-
lic awareness campaigns, with more than
40,000,000 participants annually in more than
3,500,000 organizations and workplaces rep-
resenting each State;

Whereas, in 2007, the Take Our Daughters
To Work program transitioned to Elizabeth
City, North Carolina, became known as the
Take Our Daughters And Sons To Work
Foundation, and received national recogni-
tion for its dedication to future generations;

Whereas, every year, mayors, Governors,
and other private and public officials sign
proclamations and lend support to Take Our
Daughters And Sons To Work Day;

Whereas the fame of the Take Our Daugh-
ters And Sons To Work program has spread
overseas, with requests and inquiries being
made from around the world on how to oper-
ate the program;

Whereas 2019 marks the 26th anniversary of
the Take Our Daughters And Sons To Work
program;

Whereas Take Our Daughters And Sons to
Work Day will be observed on Thursday,
April 25, 2019; and

Whereas, by offering opportunities for chil-
dren to experience activities and events,
Take Our Daughters And Sons To Work Day
is intended to continue helping millions of
girls and boys on an annual basis to examine
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their opportunities and strive to reach their
fullest potential: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the goals of introducing
daughters and sons to the workplace; and

(2) commends all participants of Take Our
Daughters And Sons To Work Day for—

(A) the ongoing contributions that the par-
ticipants make to education; and

(B) the vital role that the participants play
in promoting and ensuring a brighter,
stronger future for the United States.

SENATE RESOLUTION  157—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
APRIL 2019 AS “PARKINSON’S
AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Ms.
STABENOW) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 157

Whereas Parkinson’s disease is a chronic,
progressive neurological disease and the sec-
ond most common neurodegenerative disease
in the United States;

Whereas, although there is inadequate data
on the incidence and prevalence of Parkin-
son’s disease, the disease is estimated to af-
fect between 500,000 and 1,000,000 individuals
in the United States, with that number ex-
pected to more than double by 2040;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, Parkinson’s
disease is the 14th leading cause of death in
the United States;

Whereas millions of individuals in the
United States are greatly impacted by Par-
kinson’s disease, including the caregivers,
family members, and friends of individuals
living with Parkinson’s disease;

Whereas research suggests that the cause
of Parkinson’s disease is a combination of
genetic and environmental factors, but the
exact cause of the disease in most individ-
uals is still unknown;

Whereas, as of March 2019, there is no ob-
jective test or biomarker with which to diag-
nose Parkinson’s disease;

Whereas there is no known cure or drug to
slow or halt the progression of Parkinson’s
disease, and available treatments are limited
in their ability to address the medical needs
of patients and remain effective over time;

Whereas the symptoms of Parkinson’s dis-
ease vary from person to person and may in-
clude—

(1) tremors;

(2) slowness of movement and rigidity;

(3) problems with gait and balance;

(4) disturbances in speech and swallowing;

(5) cognitive impairment and dementia;

(6) mood disorders; and

(7) a variety of other nonmotor symptoms;

Whereas volunteers, researchers, care-
givers, and medical professionals are work-
ing to improve the quality of life of—

(1) individuals living with Parkinson’s dis-
ease; and

(2) the families of those individuals; and

Whereas increased research, education, and
community support services are needed—

(1) to find more effective treatments; and

(2) to provide access to quality care to in-
dividuals living with Parkinson’s disease:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2019 as ‘‘Parkinson’s
Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Parkin-
son’s Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments and a cure for Parkinson’s
disease;

(4) recognizes the individuals living with
Parkinson’s disease who participate in vital
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clinical trials to advance the knowledge of
the disease; and

() commends the dedication of the organi-
zations, volunteers, researchers, and millions
of individuals across the United States who
are working to improve the quality of life
of—

(A) individuals living with Parkinson’s dis-
ease; and

(B) the families of those individuals.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 158—AU-
THORIZING THE USE OF THE
ATRIUM IN THE PHILIP A. HART
SENATE OFFICE BUILDING FOR
THE NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION
DRUG TAKE BACK DAY, A SEMI-
ANNUAL EVENT OF THE DRUG
ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Mr.
BLUNT) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REsS. 158

Resolved,

SECTION 1. USE OF THE ATRIUM IN THE HART

SENATE OFFICE BUILDING FOR
TAKE BACK DAY.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The atrium in the
Philip A. Hart Senate Office Building is au-
thorized to be used on April 24, 2019, for the
National Prescription Drug Take Back Day,
a semiannual event of the Drug Enforcement
Administration.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the event described in sub-
section (a) shall be carried out in accordance
with such conditions as may be prescribed by
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the
Senate.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
have 14 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, April 10, 2019, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing on child nutrition
reauthorization.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 10, 2019, at

10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
broadband.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 10, 2019, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the
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