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S. 1131. A bill to establish family and med-
ical leave banks to provide paid leave for em-
ployees of the Department of Defense, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. SMITH,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 1132. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act and the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to make improvements in the
old-age, survivors, and disability insurance
program, and to provide for Social Security
benefit protection; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself, Ms.
ERNST, Mr. SASSE, and Mr. GRASS-
LEY):

S. 1133. A bill to provide disaster tax relief
for certain disasters occurring in 2019; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN):

S. 1134. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for an invest-
ment tax credit related to the production of
electricity from nuclear energy; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. SULLIVAN:

S. 1135. A bill to protect Federal, State,
and local public safety officers; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr.
B0o0OZMAN, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr.
LEAHY):

S. 1136. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to authorize concurrent use of
Department of Defense Tuition Assistance
and Montgomery GI Bill-Selected Reserve
benefits, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Ms. STABENOW:

S. 1137. A bill to prioritize education and
training for current and future members of
the environmental health workforce; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. CoONS, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HARRIS,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. JONES, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
KNG, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
REED, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN,

Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr.

WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 1138. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the earned in-
come and child tax credits, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. CARPER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. UDALL):

S. 1139. A bill to reauthorize and amend the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Es-
tablishment Act; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself and
Mr. CASEY):
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S. Res. 153. A resolution reaffirming the
unique collaboration among United States
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), in-
cluding faith-based organizations, and the
Israel Defense Forces to deliver humani-
tarian assistance to Syrians; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Ms. BALD-

WIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WYDEN, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.

BROWN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. MAR-
KEY, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN):

S. Res. 154. A resolution recognizing the
week of April 11 through April 17, 2019, as
‘““Black Maternal Health Week’’ to bring na-
tional attention to the maternal health cri-
sis in the Black community and the impor-
tance of reducing maternal mortality and
morbidity among Black women; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina):

S. Res. 1565. A resolution relative to the
death of the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings,
former United States Senator for the State
of South Carolina; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Ms. SMITH,
and Mr. TILLIS):

S. Res. 156. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of Take Our Daughters And
Sons To Work Day; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Ms.
STABENOW):

S. Res. 157. A resolution supporting the
designation of April 2019 as ‘‘Parkinson’s
Awareness Month’’; considered and agreed
to.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. BLUNT):

S. Res. 158. A resolution authorizing the
use of the atrium in the Philip A. Hart Sen-
ate Office Building for the National Prescrip-
tion Drug Take Back Day, a semiannual
event of the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion; considered and agreed to.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 64

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
64, a bill to prohibit brand name drug
companies from compensating generic
drug companies to delay the entry of a
generic drug into the market, and to
prohibit biological product manufac-
turers from compensating biosimilar
and interchangeable companies to
delay the entry of biosimilar biological
products and interchangeable biologi-
cal products.

S. 151

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) and the Sen-
ator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) were
added as cosponsors of S. 151, a bill to
deter criminal robocall violations and
improve enforcement of section 227(b)
of the Communications Act of 1934, and
for other purposes.

S. 227

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the names of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Sen-
ator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) were
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added as cosponsors of S. 227, a bill to
direct the Attorney General to review,
revise, and develop law enforcement
and justice protocols appropriate to ad-
dress missing and murdered Indians,
and for other purposes.
S. 287
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 287, a bill to amend the Trade
Expansion Act of 1962 to impose limita-
tions on the authority of the President
to adjust imports that are determined
to threaten to impair national secu-
rity, and for other purposes.
S. 362
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 362, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to reform taxation of alcoholic
beverages.
S. 37
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) and the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 371, a bill to provide regulatory
relief to charitable organizations that
provide housing assistance, and for
other purposes.
S. 421
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 427, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to enhance
activities of the National Institutes of
Health with respect to research on au-
tism spectrum disorder and enhance
programs relating to autism, and for
other purposes.
S. 460
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
McSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 460, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the ex-
clusion for employer-provided edu-
cation assistance to employer pay-
ments of student loans.
S. 504
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
YouNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
504, a bill to amend title 36, United
States Code, to authorize The Amer-
ican Legion to determine the require-
ments for membership in The Amer-
ican Legion, and for other purposes.
S. 518
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 518, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to provide for Medicare coverage of
certain lymphedema compression
treatment items as items of durable
medical equipment.
S. 598
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
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(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 598, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to increase certain
funeral benefits for veterans, and for
other purposes.
S. 599

At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 599, a bill to amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with re-
spect to aliens associated with crimi-
nal gangs, and for other purposes.

S. 600

At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 600, a bill to require the
Secretary of Transportation to estab-
lish a working group to study regu-
latory and legislative improvements
for the livestock, insect, and agricul-

tural commodities transport indus-
tries, and for other purposes.
S. 605

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
605, a bill to assist States in carrying
out projects to expand the child care
workforce and child care facilities in
the States, and for other purposes.

S. 622

At the request of Mr. JONES, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator
from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were
added as cosponsors of S. 622, a bill to
amend title 10, United States Code, to
repeal the requirement for reduction of
survivor annuities under the Survivor
Benefit Plan by veterans’ dependency
and indemnity compensation, and for
other purposes.

S. 634

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
YouNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
634, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish tax cred-
its to encourage individual and cor-
porate taxpayers to contribute to
scholarships for students through eligi-
ble scholarship-granting organizations
and eligible workforce training organi-
zations, and for other purposes.

S. 651

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 651, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the
age requirement with respect to eligi-
bility for qualified ABLE programs.

S. 665

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 665, a bill to reduce the
number of preventable deaths and inju-
ries caused by underride crashes, to im-
prove motor carrier and passenger
motor vehicle safety, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 666

At the request of Mr. BENNET, the

name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
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SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
666, a bill to require the Secretary of
Labor to award grants to organizations
for the provision of transition assist-
ance to members and former members
of the Armed Forces who are separated,
retired, or discharged from the Armed
Forces, and spouses of such members,
and for other purposes.
S. 703
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
703, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to address health, safety,
and environmental hazards at private
military housing units, to prohibit the
payment by members of the Armed
Forces of deposits or other fees relat-
ing to such housing units, and for other
purposes.
S. 726
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the Senator
from New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were
added as cosponsors of S. 726, a bill to
amend the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act to ensure the safety of
cosmetics.
S. 142
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
742, a bill to protect children through
eliminating visa loopholes.
S. 758
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 758, a bill to ensure af-
fordable abortion coverage and care for
every woman, and for other purposes.
S. 800
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 800, a bill to establish a
postsecondary student data system.
S. 820
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 820, a bill to strengthen pro-
grams authorized under the Debbie
Smith Act of 2004.
S. 824
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 824, a bill to increase
the number of States that may conduct
Medicaid demonstration programs to
improve access to community mental
health services.
S. 880
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH)
and the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
INHOFE) were added as cosponsors of S.
880, a bill to provide outreach and re-
porting on comprehensive Alzheimer’s
disease care planning services fur-
nished under the Medicare program.
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S. 901
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 901, a bill to amend the
Older Americans Act of 1965 to support
individuals with younger onset Alz-
heimer’s disease.
S. 903
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
names of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. JoONES) and the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) were added
as cosponsors of S. 903, a bill to direct
the Secretary of Energy to establish
advanced nuclear goals, provide for a
versatile, reactor-based fast neutron
source, make available high-assay,
low-enriched uranium for research, de-
velopment, and demonstration of ad-
vanced nuclear reactor concepts, and
for other purposes.
S. 983
At the request of Mr. CooONS, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator
from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were
added as cosponsors of S. 983, a bill to
amend the Energy Conservation and
Production Act to reauthorize the
weatherization assistance program,
and for other purposes.
S. 998
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 998, a bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to expand support for police officer
family services, stress reduction, and
suicide prevention, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1033
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1033, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to establish
a public health insurance option, and
for other purposes.
S. 1037
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1037, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
modernize provisions relating to rural
health clinics under Medicare.
S. 1068
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1068, a bill to secure the Fed-
eral voting rights of persons when re-
leased from incarceration.
S. RES. 8
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) and the Sen-
ator from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 85,
a resolution recognizing the 100th anni-
versary of the founding of Easterseals,
a leading advocate and service provider
for children and adults with disabil-
ities, including veterans and older



April 10, 2019

adults, and their caregivers and fami-
lies.
S. RES. 128

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator
from New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 128,
a resolution commemorating the 100th
anniversary of the National Parks Con-
servation Association.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and
Mr. BOOKER):

S. 1108. A bill to direct the Federal
Trade Commission to require entities
that use, store, or share personal infor-
mation to conduct automated decision
system impact assessments and data
protection impact assessments; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I,
along with my colleague Senator BOOK-
ER of New Jersey, are introducing the
Algorithmic Accountability Act. This
bill is a critical first step to address
the use of biased or discriminatory al-
gorithmic decisions impacting Amer-
ican consumers. It is a bicameral ef-
fort, led in the House of Representa-
tives by Congresswoman YVETTE
CLARKE, vice chair of the Energy and
Commerce Committee.

Today’s biggest companies are in-
creasingly using algorithms to make
decisions about consumers. The use by
companies of algorithms can often ben-
efit consumers, and these technologies
have been critical in the creation of
thousands of American companies.
Alongside this beneficial proliferation,
algorithms have become entrenched in
the most life-changing of decisions. Al-
gorithms can now determine whether
Americans are hired for a dream job,
are approved for a home mortgage, or
even sent to jail.

But, as history has shown, a win for
the corporation is not always a win for
the consumer. And, in this case, when
consumers lose, all too often they are a
woman or an American of color.
Though an innovation critical for fu-
ture growth, algorithms can be as dis-
criminatory as the humans they have
begun to replace.

The issue is a simple one: While algo-
rithms come to conclusions based on
calculations, these calculations are
created by humans or use data col-
lected and supplied by humans. And,
unfortunately, we humans can be bi-
ased, whether we know it or not, or we
can created algorithms that, in time,
create biases of their own.

Thanks to a flood of news reports and
investigations detailing algorithms-
gone-wrong, these issues are coming to
light. Yet, American companies and
the U.S. government are doing far too
little to assess whether their own algo-
rithms depend on biased assumptions,
have created biases assumptions, and
have the effect of increasing discrimi-
nation in the U.S.
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Senator BOOKER and I intend to
change that by ensuring that today’s
racial, social, and gender biases do not
become entrenched in the automation
of tomorrow.

Our bill has four main components.

First, it authorizes the Federal Trade
Commission to create regulations re-
quiring companies under its jurisdic-
tion to conduct impact assessments of
highly sensitive algorithms. This re-
quirement would apply not only to new
algorithmic systems, but also those
that are both new and already in exist-
ence.

Second, it requires companies to as-
sess their use of algorithms—including
any relevant training data—for im-
pacts on accuracy, fairness, bias, dis-
crimination, privacy, and security.

Third, it requires companies to
evaluate how their information sys-
tems protect the privacy and security
of consumers’ personal information.

And, finally, it requires companies to
correct any issues they discover during
the impact assessments.

This legislation is in no way intended
to hinder the adoption by American
companies of advanced technologies
like algorithms. Automated decision
systems are out there, and they are
being adopted into commercial deci-
sion-making processes.

What we are seeking to do with this
bill is to ensure that companies take a
hard look at their own technologies to
ensure that they address any unin-
tended side effects.

Mr. President, it is time for Congress
to get involved by requiring companies
to address biases and unintended dis-
criminatory effects in their automated
decision systems.

I thank my colleague Senator BOOK-
ER for his efforts on this bill, and I
hope the Senate will promptly consider
and pass this critical legislation.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms.
SMITH, Mrs. GILIBRAND, and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 1132. A bill to amend title IT of the
Social Security Act and the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to make improve-
ments in the old-age, survivors, and
disability insurance program, and to
provide for Social Security benefit pro-
tection; to the Committee on Finance.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today to express my sup-
port for the Protecting and Preserving
Social Security Act, which I was proud
to reintroduce earlier this afternoon
with Senators SMITH, GILLIBRAND and
MERKLEY, and Congressman DEUTCH—
who introduced the bill in the House.

Social Security serves as a critical
lifeline for millions of individuals and
families in Hawaii and throughout the
United States. For seniors, the pro-
gram is fundamental to retirement se-
curity, and for families, it provides
economic security. Countless individ-
uals rely on Social Security as a key
source of income, so we must continue
fighting to protect the program and
make sure beneficiaries receive the

S2389

hard-earned benefits they deserve. The
Protecting and Preserving Social Secu-
rity Act does two things.

First, the bill restores fairness in So-
cial Security payroll taxes by elimi-
nating the contribution cap on taxable
income—gradually, over seven years.

What does this mean? Currently,
most Americans contribute 6.2 percent
of their incomes toward Social Secu-
rity payroll taxes. However, because of
the contribution cap on taxable in-
come, higher income earners will stop
contributing to Social Security after
their first $132,900 of income for 2019.
This means that many working and
middle class families will contribute
more of their income toward Social Se-
curity, while wealthy families will con-
tribute less.

In fact, for the highest income earn-
ers, those in the ‘“‘top 1 percent’, this
week marks the point in the year when
they will stop contributing to the pro-
gram altogether for 2019. That does not
seem fair, so our bill makes sure that
everyone contributes their fair share to
Social Security for the entire year, and
that the wealthiest individuals and
families in our country do not receive
a tax break at the expense of working
and middle class families.

Second, the bill provides an updated
measure of inflation to reflect what
seniors and other beneficiaries actually
pay for things like medical care, pre-
scription drugs, and energy costs, and
increases their benefits based on this
measure. The Social Security Adminis-
tration has indicated that these
changes, taken together, would in-
crease Social Security benefits and ex-
tend the life of the combined Social Se-
curity trust fund by another 19 years—
from 2034 to 2053.

These are modest but important
steps that we can take to improve the
program for current and future bene-
ficiaries.

Locally in Hawaii, we recognize that
whatever hurts the most vulnerable in
our communities, hurts all of us. We
each have a role to play in supporting
our communities. That is why my col-
leagues and I have reintroduced this
legislation to strengthen Social Secu-
rity. We will continue fighting for
working and middle class families who
rely on Social Security and similar
programs, and we will continue to op-
pose cuts to Social Security—which
would be devastating for millions of
Americans. We will continue fighting
to make sure everyone -contributes
their fair share so that Social Security
can deliver on its promise to the Amer-
ican people.

I thank my colleagues for joining me
in reintroducing this important legisla-
tion as we continue our work to
strengthen Social Security. I yield the
floor.
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