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TRIBUTE TO DEBRA HARTLINE 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Debra Hartline, the Manatee 
County Teacher of the Year from 
Braden River High School in Bra-
denton, FL. 

Debra works closely with her stu-
dents who need to improve their read-
ing comprehension scores in order to 
meet the requirement for graduation. 
Each year, more than 96 percent of her 
students reach that goal. Her students 
note she spends many hours of work 
regularly reinstilling their confidence 
in themselves and preparing them be-
fore they take the reading test. 

Debra’s proudest moments are when 
she watches her students walk across 
the stage at their graduation. Many of 
them thought they would never grad-
uate and credit Debra’s reading meth-
ods with helping them improve their 
reading comprehension. 

Debra has taught for 13 years, with 
the last 8 years at Braden River High 
School as a reading and English teach-
er. She previously managed a law in 
Cleveland, OH, when she noticed her 
daughter was struggling with reading 
comprehension. After she moved to 
Florida in 2000, she began to tutor at 
her home and later became a volunteer 
teacher at Braden River Elementary 
School. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Debra for her dedication 
in helping students achieve the impor-
tant steps of graduating from high 
school. I look forward to hearing of her 
continued success in the coming 
years.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANGELA HRITZ 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Angela Hritz, the Okaloosa 
County Teacher of the Year from Da-
vidson Middle School in Crestview, FL. 

Angela received this award at her 
school district’s annual banquet at the 
Emerald Coast Conference Center. She 
views teaching as a balancing act be-
tween challenging students and em-
powering them, and believes the most 
rewarding part of her job are the con-
nections she makes with her students. 

In her classes, she incorporates 
English language arts standards and 
keeps her students engaged by using 
Socratic seminars to deepen their un-
derstanding and develop communica-
tion skills. She ensures that her class-
room is a respectful environment for 
her students. 

Angela is a world history teacher and 
has taught at Davidson Middle School 
for more than 20 years. She earned a 
master’s degree in educational leader-
ship in 2008. 

I congratulate Angela for receiving 
this important recognition after dec-
ades of teaching and extend my best 
wishes to her. I look forward to hearing 
of her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO TONYA MILES 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
am honored to recognize Tonya Miles, 
the Putnam County Teacher of the 
Year from William D. Moseley Elemen-
tary School in Palatka, FL. 

Tonya was honored to receive this 
award, noting that she was over-
whelmed with joy. Her colleagues com-
mended her on the difference she has 
made within the school district. 

Tonya’s students describe the culture 
in her classroom and their school as 
one of a big family. It is an atmosphere 
where everyone works to help others 
succeed. Her students feel like she is 
their biggest supporter, both in the 
classroom and in their extracurricular 
activities. 

Tonya has taught for 15 years and 
has been a fifth grade math teacher at 
William D. Moseley Elementary School 
for the past year and a half. 

I extend my best wishes to Tonya for 
her dedication to her students and 
community and congratulate her on 
this award.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MEREDITH NESS 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I honor 
Meredith Ness, the Walton County 
Teacher of the Year from Mossy Head 
Elementary School in DeFuniak 
Springs, FL. 

Meredith’s colleagues describe her as 
possessing the skills and dedication of 
a true leader and note that she is high-
ly respected by all at her school. She 
views herself as a lifelong learner with 
a love for teaching students. 

In Meredith’s classes, she uses her 
knowledge for research in education 
and technology in designing lesson 
plans to teach her students. She cur-
rently serves as a professional learning 
facilitator, sponsor of Lego league and 
robotics club, a teacher mentor, and a 
member of the MHS school improve-
ment team. 

Meredith has been a teacher for 16 
years, with the past 8 years at Mossy 
Head Elementary School. She is cur-
rently a fourth grade teacher. 

I express my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Meredith for all of the 
great work she has done for her stu-
dents and congratulate her for winning 
this award.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRYAN POEPPERLING 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Bryan Poepperling, the 
Hendry County Teacher of the Year 
from Clewiston High School in 
Clewiston, FL. 

In Bryan’s classroom, his teaching of 
philosophy is based off a quote from 
Thomas Edison, ‘‘There is no sub-
stitute for hard work.’’ He works to in-
still this mentality to both his stu-
dents in the classroom, and the stu-
dent-athletes he coaches. 

Bryan is the social studies depart-
ment lead and teaches advanced place-
ment U.S. history and U.S. history 

classes to sophomore and juniors at 
Clewiston High School. He also coaches 
cross country and junior varsity bas-
ketball. He earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in secondary education and social 
studies at the Bloomsburg University 
of Pennsylvania. 

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Bryan for his dedication to 
helping his students succeed in school. 
I look forward to learning of his con-
tinued good work in the coming years.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TAMI PORTER 
PARISH 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Tami Porter Parish, the 
Washington County Teacher of the 
Year from Vernon Middle School in 
Vernon, FL. 

Tami’s students find her more than 
their academic influencer, she is also a 
kind and admirable friend. Her stu-
dents view her as someone who is al-
ways there for them and inspires them 
to achieve academic success. Tami con-
siders herself blessed to teach her stu-
dents, with many seeking her advice 
after class. 

Tami is an eighth grade teacher at 
Vernon Middle School. She believes she 
is fortunate to work in the Washington 
County School District and would not 
trade a day of her teaching for any-
thing. 

I would like to express my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Tami and 
extend my best wishes on her contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALANNA ROHLING 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
honor Alanna Rohling, the Escambia 
County Teacher of the Year from Lin-
coln Park Elementary School in Pensa-
cola, FL. 

Alanna’s colleagues describe her as a 
teacher who embraces students with 
emotional challenges and helps them 
to succeed through her creative teach-
ing style. She has been credited as a 
significant factor of the school’s turn-
around model to improve students’ aca-
demic success in recent years. She 
dedicates her time not only to her stu-
dents, but also to their parents, keep-
ing them informed of their students’ 
progress throughout the school year. 

Her students’ parents are grateful for 
this dedication, noting she is always 
willing to communicate, no matter the 
time of day. They believe her efforts 
have resulted in their young students 
being better prepared for future school-
ing. 

Alanna is a kindergarten teacher and 
has been at Lincoln Park Elementary 
School since 2015. She also serves as 
the STEM committee cochair, a mem-
ber of her school’s leadership team, and 
works as a mentor to students outside 
of school. 

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Alanna for her work and look 
forward to hearing of her continued 
success in the years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LINDSAY SUMMERLIN 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Lindsay Summerlin, the Gulf 
County Teacher of the Year from Port 
St. Joe Junior—Senior High School in 
Port St. Joe, FL. 

Lindsay was shocked and over-
whelmed with emotion to receive this 
award in front of her students when her 
daughter presented her with a bouquet 
of golden roses. She credits her stu-
dents with making her a better teacher 
and was honored to receive Gulf Coun-
ty’s support. 

Lindsay works to build relationships 
with her students and seeks to help 
others in need. Following Hurricane 
Michael, she opened her home as a 
haven for neighbors and school district 
personnel whose homes sustained dam-
age. 

Lindsay is an exceptional student 
education teacher at Port St. Joe Jun-
ior—Senior High School. Her family 
moved from Georgia last year after her 
husband accepted the head baseball 
coaching position for the high school’s 
team, the Tiger Sharks. 

I express my best wishes and grati-
tude to Lindsay for her work and look 
forward to hearing of her continued 
success in the years ahead.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LAURA ADAMS 

∑ Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, in 
2002, as Rhode Island’s attorney gen-
eral, I launched an organization aimed 
at helping Rhode Island’s healthcare 
system reduce waste and improve care 
for our patients. The first hire at the 
new Rhode Island Quality Institute was 
Laura Adams. Convincing her to join 
us as president and CEO was our ex-
tremely good fortune. As Laura steps 
aside from those duties, I come to the 
floor today to recognize her many con-
tributions to our healthcare system, in 
Rhode Island and nationwide, and to 
wish her well in her next adventure. 

Lowering costs and improving qual-
ity in our healthcare system is, to say 
the least, a vital purpose. The Rhode 
Island Quality Institute was estab-
lished to tackle some of the main driv-
ers of America’s healthcare problems, 
to improve health and advance the 
quality and value of care in Rhode Is-
land. Under the leadership of Laura 
Adams, that mission achieved national 
recognition. As Laura prepares to 
leave, the institute’s innovation and 
expertise is helping improve care 
around the country. 

Laura got off to a very strong start. 
In 2002, the RIQI collaborated with 
Surescripts to pioneer a first in the Na-
tion, end-to-end electronic prescribing 
system. Today, Surescripts has scaled 
up to every state in the country, with 
virtually every prescriber using it. In 
2007, Child Magazine pointed to the 
State’s uptake in e-prescribing as a 
key reason for ranking Rhode Island 
first overall on its list of the ‘‘Safest 
Places in the Nation to Raise a Child.’’ 

Laura then turned to another big 
challenge for our healthcare system: 

hospital-acquired infections. In 2005, 
with Laura as Principal Investigator, 
RIQI launched the Rhode Island Inten-
sive Care Unit Collaborative to iden-
tify ways to reduce the incidence of in-
fections among ICU patients. By 2012, 
Rhode Island ICUs had shown signifi-
cant improvement on several key types 
of infections. 

In 2004, Laura and RIQI joined the 
Rhode Department of Health to apply 
for Federal funding to build an ambi-
tious, innovative statewide health in-
formation exchange. RIQI took the 
lead building and maintaining the re-
sulting system, CurrentCare. It took 
tremendous technical expertise to con-
front the complex governance, busi-
ness, privacy, and security challenges 
involved. Laura, with the assistance of 
a talented lawyer, Linn Freedman, 
proved more than equal to the task. A 
2017 analysis shows that CurrentCare 
returns millions of dollars in savings to 
our healthcare system. 

Over the course of the development 
of CurrentCare, RIQI became the only 
organization in the country to win all 
three major health information tech-
nology grants under the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act, bringing 
in a total of $27 million to Rhode Is-
land. Federal agencies like the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services and 
Office of the National Coordinator for 
Health Information Technology award-
ed RIQI substantial Federal grants to 
tackle difficult specialized challenges. 
RIQI has been recognized by govern-
ment and healthcare leaders, chambers 
of commerce, and leading business pub-
lications for its numerous innovations. 
It has also been consistently recog-
nized as one of the best places to work 
in Rhode Island. 

In the process, Laura has won na-
tional acclaim. This year, a leading na-
tional hospital publication placed her 
on their list of ‘‘Female Health IT 
Leaders to Know’’ for her ‘‘significant 
contributions to health IT advance-
ments, leading large teams, initiatives 
and companies focused on improving 
patient care.’’ She has delivered hun-
dreds of keynotes and presentations in 
48 States and a dozen foreign countries. 
She has been named a cochair of the 
National Academy of Medicine Health 
Data Trust Initiative Steering Com-
mittee, and she has been appointed to 
numerous professional and corporate 
boards. 

Laura Adams has poured her consid-
erable talent, experience, and dedica-
tion into making the Rhode Island 
Quality Institute a national leader in 
health innovation and transformation. 
I thank her for years of service to 
Rhode Island and to our healthcare 
system nationwide.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:33 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 725. An act to change the address of the 
postal facility designated in honor of Cap-
tain Humayun Khan. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 540. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
770 Ayrault Road in Fairport, New York, as 
the ‘‘Louise and Bob Slaughter Post Office’’. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 540. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
770 Ayrault Road in Fairport, New York, as 
the ‘‘Louise and Bob Slaughter Post Office’’; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 7. An act to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more effec-
tive remedies to victims of discrimination in 
the payment of wages on the basis of sex, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–840. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of Defense, transmitting a report 
on the approved retirement of Lieutenant 
General Joseph Anderson, United States 
Army, and his advancement to the grade of 
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–841. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of two (2) offi-
cers authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of brigadier general in accordance with 
title 10, United States Code, section 777; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–842. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense 
(Comptroller), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Department of De-
fense Annual Report on Audit for Fiscal 
Year 2018’’; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–843. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
entitled ‘‘Consumer Response Annual Re-
port’’; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–844. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
entitled ‘‘Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection’s Office of Minority and Women In-
clusion Annual Report to Congress’’; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–845. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Cost Sharing: En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005’’ ((RIN1991–AC13) (2 
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