April 3, 2019

to give less time to debate nominees
who will have immense power over peo-
ple’s lives.

We talk about judges who serve life-
time appointments. We talk about the
heads of Agencies, like of the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau,
who have the power to hold corpora-
tions accountable if they use that
power. Of course, we are talking about
Dr. Calabria, who is supposed to make
the housing market work for all Amer-
icans, yet who isn’t sure we need the
30-year mortgage. Think about that.

We shouldn’t be rushing these people
through. We need time for the people
we serve to make their voices heard. I
would hope my colleagues would agree
that these nominees deserve thoughtful
consideration; they deserve debates;
they deserve somebody who will defend
them to come to the Senate floor. Let
my fellow Republicans from the Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs Com-
mittee—people with whom I get along
well and personally like—make the
case for Dr. Calabria. Let them answer
why he is not for the 30-year fixed
mortgage, why he calls people who are
underwater in their mortgages dead-
beats. Why is that?

I would hope my colleagues would
come to this floor and debate. I would
hope that Senator MCCONNELL would
allow enough time for us to debate. I
would hope my colleagues would reject
Dr. Calabria’s nomination and tell the
President to send us a new nominee
who will take the job at the FHFA seri-
ously and make it easier, not harder,
for Americans to afford housing.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO SEDAT ACTON

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
today it is my privilege to pay tribute
to a Louisville, KY, legend, who is sim-
ply known as the Handstand Man. Like
so many other University of Louisville
Cardinals fans, I have vivid memories
of cheering on our men’s basketball
team at Freedom Hall. During high-
profile games, when the tension
reached its peak, the eyes of every Car-
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dinal would look upward gazing upon
the gymnastic feats of Sedat Acton.

When the team and the crowd most
needed his particular form of inspira-
tion, Sedat would leave his seat and
head toward a railing on the second
level. As the officials blew their whis-
tles for a timeout, Sedat would lift his
body off the ground into an impressive
handstand, dozens of feet above the
arena’s floor. Then, as the fans
cheered, he would stretch out his legs
under his torso into an L.

For so many Cardinals fans, Sedat’s
iconic handstand became an essential
part of the basketball game experience,
but for this fan in particular, his story
holds even greater significance.

Like me, Sedat contracted polio at
an early age. As a child in Turkey, he
endured bullying because of the dis-
ease’s lasting effects. Sedat would walk
the beaches and watch groups of acro-
bats. He was inspired by their skills
and became determined to use gym-
nastics to gain his own strength, fend
off bullies, and prove he had defeated
the terrible disease.

Under the caring and watchful eye of
my mother, I was able to eventually
get back on my feet. By practicing the
gymnastics exercises he saw on the
beach, Sedat overcame the disease as
well. Then, as a teenager, he joined a
professional acrobatics club in Switzer-
land. Sedat performed around Europe
for years and showcased his tremen-
dous strength.

In his early 20s, Sedat came to Louis-
ville to live with his sister. Joining a
local gymnastics squad at the YMCA
on 3rd and Broadway, they performed
with the cheerleaders at halftime dur-
ing UofLL men’s basketball games. Over
the years, Sedat could be found per-
forming during several Cardinals’ bas-
ketball and football games and even for
the Kentucky Colonels.

Around 1980, he began a new type of
act. This time, he was in the stands,
where he earned the title of Handstand
Man. His daring stunt provoked shocks
and cheers from those below as he re-
newed the crowd’s enthusiasm and in-
spired the players.

Over the next 30 years, Sedat’s hand-
stands became a regular part of Car-
dinals’ basketball. I remember attend-
ing many of those games, and right
when we needed it most, we would look
to the rafters to see Sedat. He provided
a much-needed thrill, helping cheer on
the Cards during important games, and
eventually to win conference tour-
naments and even the NCAA national
championship.

Sedat’s last performance at a UofL
game was in 2009, but his legendary
status among the people of Louisville
remains. A local celebrity, Sedat is fre-
quently recognized for his years of pas-
sion for the Cardinals. Now at the age
of 74, he remains as dedicated a fan as
ever.

Last year, Sedat and his family cele-
brated the 50th anniversary of his ar-
rival in the United States. He speaks
with such pride for the blessings of this
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great country and for the opportunities
he has received here. One of Sedat’s
prized possessions is a decades-old
American flag. Throughout the years,
he turned down many opportunities to
leave Kentucky because he loves the
city of Louisville, its people, and is so
proud to call it home.

It wasn’t that long ago that polio
represented a real crisis. Through the
concentrated efforts of many, the num-
ber of polio cases worldwide has plum-
meted dramatically. Thankfully, we
are close to eliminating this disease for
good.

I am grateful for the chance to honor
Sedat’s remarkable life today, With his
wife of 40 years, Teresa, their three
children, and their growing family,
Sedat is fulfilling the American dream.
As the Louisville Cardinals look for-
ward to the beginning of the next bas-
ketball season, I know my Senate col-
leagues will join me in congratulating
Sedat Acton on his lifetime of accom-
plishments.

———

COLORADO RIVER DROUGHT CON-
TINGENCY PLAN AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to enter into a
colloquy with my colleagues from the
Colorado River Basin and with Senator
MANCHIN, the ranking member on the
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, regarding the Colorado River
Drought Contingency Plan Authoriza-
tion Act.

I am pleased that we are considering
this bill so quickly on the Senate floor.
We need to act now as the historic
drought conditions in the basin are a
real threat to the water supply of 40
million people and 5.5 million acres of
farmland.

As the chairman of the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, I think
it is important that we spend some
time clarifying the intent behind this
bill. We started last month with an
oversight hearing in the Water and
Power Subcommittee to examine the
Colorado River Drought Contingency
Plan, which was chaired by my col-
league, the Senator from Arizona, Ms.
MCSALLY.

We also need to understand what the
legislation that we are passing today
does and does not do. As I read it, the
measure directs the Secretary of the
Interior to implement the Drought
Contingency Plan agreements upon
their execution by the seven basin
States. The 2007 final environmental
impact statement on Colorado River
Interim Guidelines for Lower Basin
Shortages and Coordinated Operations
for Lake Powell and Lake Mead en-
ables the Secretary to do so imme-
diately as this document covers all of
the Federal actions contemplated in
the agreements.

I ask Senator MCSALLY, is that the
correct reading of the bill?

Ms. McCSALLY. I thank Chairman
MURKOWSKI. Yes, the Senator is exactly
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right. The Colorado River Drought
Contingency Plan, or DCP, consists of
the Agreement Concerning Colorado
River Drought Contingency Manage-
ment and Operations and additional
agreements that appear as attach-
ments Al, A2, and B to that agreement.
It is an emergency response to 19 years
of severe drought and is designed to get
us to 2026 without a serious crisis. In
the lower basin, this will be done by in-
creasing the contributions and pro-
viding incentives to leave water
banked in Lake Mead as intentionally
created surplus, among other things.
My bill reflects the urgency of the situ-
ation through its directive that the
Secretary of the Interior act without
delay to sign the agreements upon exe-
cution by the seven Colorado River
Basin States.

As Chairman MURKOWSKI mentioned,
it is expected that the Secretary will
sign these agreements without delay
since the actions to be undertaken are
within the analyses and range of ef-
fects reviewed in the environmental
documents prepared pursuant to the
Endangered Species Act, ESA, and in
the 2007 final environmental impact
statement, EIS, on Colorado River In-
terim Guidelines for Lower Basin
Shortages and Coordinated Operations
for Lake Powell and Lake Mead; and
the EISs and ESA documents prepared
for operation of the Colorado River
Storage Project Act initial storage
unit reservoirs. Additional environ-
mental compliance is only applicable
should Federal actions be undertaken
that are outside the range of effects
analyzed in those documents or the ap-
plicable records of decision.

I ask Senator CORTEZ MASTO, does
she agree with this characterization of
our bill?

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. I thank my col-
league from Arizona. I agree with her
assessment. I would also add that this
legislation was developed to ensure
water conservation activities in the
Colorado River Basin are able to begin
in 2019 and be built into the planning of
operations for 2020. For this to happen,
there can be no delay between execu-
tion of the DCP by the States and the
signing and implementation by the
Secretary of the Interior.

I ask Senator GARDNER, is this also
his understanding from the upper basin
perspective?

Mr. GARDNER. Yes, the statements
Senator CORTEZ MASTO and Senator
McSALLY have made regarding the ex-
isting environmental compliance docu-
ments and actions contemplated in the
DCP agreements and the Secretary’s
expected immediate implementation of
those agreements once acted upon by
the basin states are consistent with my
understanding.

This legislation is an important step-
pingstone to helping assure the long-
term sustainability of the Colorado
River. It enables the seven Colorado
River Basin States to take advantage
of flexible water management tools
they have created under the Upper and
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Lower Basin Drought Contingency
Plans to address variable water supply
conditions in the face of an almost
two-decades-long drought that has no
end in sight.

The Upper Basin Drought Contin-
gency Plan involves planning for how
to move water from the Initial Units of
the Colorado River Storage Project
Act, otherwise known as the CRSP Ini-
tial Units, to protect critical ele-
vations at Lake Powell and subse-
quently recover storage at the Units. It
also provides a mechanism for the
upper basin to conserve water to help
assure continued compliance with the
Colorado River Compact which will im-
prove the resiliency of the entire Colo-
rado River System. In the Upper Basin
DCP, the ‘‘applicable Colorado River
System reservoirs’” include and are
limited to the Initial Units of the Colo-
rado River Storage Project Act, which
include the Glen Canyon, Flaming
Gorge, Aspinall, and Navajo facilities.

This legislation enables the goals of
the DCP to be met by authorizing the
storage and release of water in CRSP
initial units, without charge, for a de-
mand management plan approved by
the Upper Division states and the
Upper Colorado River Commission.
This water will be delivered into such
storage pursuant to the law of, and at
the direction and control of, the State
from which the water is delivered, sub-
ject to approval of the Upper Colorado
River Commission. Development of the
Demand Management Plan, which will
include water accounting mechanisms
and other operational factors, will re-
quire hard work by all four upper basin
States, but once completed will be a
critical tool for these states to improve
their water security.

I ask Senator BENNET, who has been
involved throughout the development
of this bill, does he agree with my
characterization?

Mr. BENNET. I thank Senator GARD-
NER. I agree with his assessment and
those of Chairman MURKOWSKI, Senator
McSALLY, and Senator CORTEZ MASTO,
about the urgency and path forward for
DCP implementation. I would like to
reiterate that this bill does not exempt
or waive any environmental laws. In
drafting the DCPs, both the upper and
lower basin carefully considered the
environment and the existing environ-
mental analyses and compliance docu-
ments. Additional NEPA compliance
would be needed if Federal actions are
outside the scope of effects analyzed in
the existing compliance and decision
documents.

I ask Senator SINEMA, if this is also
her understanding?

Ms. SINEMA. I agree with my col-
leagues’ statements and am proud to
continue the legacy of water policy
leadership in Arizona. Water plays a
pivotal role for the environment, eco-
nomic development, and cultural herit-
age of Arizona, and I am proud to have
worked closely with the State of Ari-
zona and my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to keep this process moving
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forward. Arizona takes a huge step to-
wards securing its water future under
the Drought Contingency Plan. The
plan provides all Arizona communities,
from Native American tribes to rural
and agricultural regions to metropoli-
tan cities, with greater certainty for
reliable and secure water supplies. It
shows what can be accomplished when
stakeholders work together. I thank
my colleagues for the discussion here
today and urge passage of this legisla-
tion to ensure all Colorado River Basin
States are able to implement the DCP
as soon as possible.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I thank all of the
Senators for providing their views on
the language and for sponsoring this
important legislation.

I ask Senator MANCHIN, has he heard
the discussion among the sponsors of
this bill? Is what he has heard from
them about the intent of the legisla-
tion in line with his understanding?

Mr. MANCHIN. It is. I thank my col-
leagues for their support of this crit-
ical legislation and for participating in
the discussion here today.

Ms. MCSALLY. I would like to thank
Chairman MURKOWSKI and Ranking
Member MANCHIN for their time, atten-
tion, and support of this critical legis-
lation. I also associate myself with the
comments added by the bill cosponsors
and thank them all for their work on
this issue and their comments about
this bill’s effect.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I thank my col-
leagues for this clarification and expla-
nation of the Colorado River Drought
Contingency Plan Authorization Act.
As we have just explained, the bill
sponsors, along with the chair and
ranking member of committee of juris-
diction are unified in the expectation
that enactment of this bill will lead to
immediate action by the Secretary of
the Interior, and the DCP will be
signed and implemented upon execu-
tion by the States.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING JEROME COUNTY

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, my col-
leagues Senator MIKE CRAPO and Rep-
resentative MIKE SIMPSON join me
today in recognizing the 100th anniver-
sary of Jerome County, ID.

Established February 8, 1919, by the
Idaho Legislature, the county was
named for either Jerome Kuhn, son of
William S. Kuhn, or Jerome Hill, who
was commissioned by Kuhn to find a
suitable town site north of the Snake
River Canyon. With the city of Jerome
as the county seat, the small farming
communities of Eden and Hazelton also
make up the eastern portion of Jerome
County.

One of the early pioneers of Jerome
County, I.B. Perrine, was looking for a
place to winter his cattle, and Charles
Walgamott showed him a spot with
beautiful clear blue lakes bubbling up
from an underground aquifer. Mr.
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