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during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 27, 2019,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing ‘‘Our
blue economy, success and opportuni-
ties.”

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Chairman’s housing reform outline,
part I1.”

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 27, 2019, at 10 a m., to conduct a
hearing on the following nominations:
Robert A. Destro, of Virginia, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor, Keith
Krach, of California, to be an Under
Secretary (Economic Growth, Energy,
and the Environment), to be United
States Alternate Governor of the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment, and to be United States Al-
ternate Governor of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, and United States Alternate
Governor of the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank, and David Stilwell, of
Hawaii, to be an Assistant Secretary
(Bast Asian and Pacific Affairs), all of
the Department of State.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 27, 2019, at 10:30 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Annual
oversight of the Smithsonian Institu-
tions.”

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a business meeting on
pending legislation.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER

The Subcommittee on Seapower of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 27,
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES

The Subcommittee on Strategic
Forces of the Committee on Armed
Services is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 27, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing.
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION, OPERATIONS,
SAFETY, AND SECURITY

The Subcommittee on Aviation, Op-
erations, Safety, and Security of the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 3 p.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Oversight
of commercial aviation.”

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

The Subcommittee on Water and
Power of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 2.30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

—————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as
in executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday,
March 28, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and consideration of Exec-
utive Calendar No. 9; further, that
there be 15 minutes of debate equally
divided and that following the use or
yielding back of time, the Senate vote
on the nomination with no intervening
action or debate; that if confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate re-
sume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 297

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The lead-
er is correct.

The clerk will read the bill by title
for the first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 297) to extend the Federal rec-
ognition to the Little Shell Tribe of Chip-
pewa Indians of Montana, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. McCONNELL. I now ask for a
second reading and, in order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will re-
ceive a second reading on the next leg-
islative day.

————

HIDDEN FIGURES CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 590 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The
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A Dbill (S. 590) to award Congressional Gold
Medals to Katherine Johnson and Dr. Chris-
tine Darden, to posthumously award Con-
gressional Gold Medals to Dorothy Vaughan
and Mary Jackson, and to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to honor all of the women
who contributed to the success of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion during the Space Race.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 590) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 590

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Hidden Fig-
ures Congressional Gold Medal Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) In 1935, the National Advisory Com-
mittee for Aeronautics (referred to in this
section as ‘“NACA’’) hired 5 women to serve
as the first ‘‘computer pool” at the Langley
Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory where
those women took on work making calcula-
tions that male engineers had made pre-
viously.

(2) During the 1940s, NACA began recruit-
ing African-American women to work as
computers and initially separated those
women from their White counterparts in a
group known as the ‘“West Area Computers’’
where the women were restricted to seg-
regated dining and bathroom facilities.

(3) Katherine Johnson was born on August
26, 1918, in White Sulphur Springs, West Vir-
ginia.

(4) In 1953, Katherine Johnson began her
career in aeronautics as a computer in the
segregated West Area Computing unit de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

(5) As a member of the Flight Research Di-
vision, Katherine Johnson analyzed data
from flight tests. After NACA was reformu-
lated into the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (referred to in this
section as ““NASA”’), Katherine Johnson—

(A) calculated the trajectory for Alan
Shepard’s Freedom 7 mission in 1961, which
was the first human spaceflight by an indi-
vidual from the United States;

(B) co-authored a report that provided the
equations for describing orbital spaceflight
with a specified landing point, which made
her the first woman to be recognized as an
author of a report from the Flight Research
Division;

(C) was asked to verify the calculations
when electronic computers at NASA were
used to calculate the orbit for John Glenn’s
Friendship 7 mission; and

(D) provided calculations for NASA
throughout her career, including for the
Apollo missions.

(6) Katherine Johnson retired from NASA
in 1986.

(7) Dr. Christine Darden was born on Sep-
tember 10, 1942, in Monroe, North Carolina.

(8) In 1962, Dr. Christine Darden graduated
from Hampton Institute with a B.S. in Math-
ematics and a teaching credential.

(9) Dr. Christine Darden attended Virginia
State University where she studied aerosol
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physics and earned an M.S. in Applied Math-
ematics.

(10) Dr. Christine Darden began her career
in aeronautics in 1967 as a data analyst at
NASA’s Langley Research Center (referred
to in this section as ‘‘Liangley’’) before being
promoted to aerospace engineer in 1973. Her
work in this position resulted in the produc-
tion of low-boom sonic effects, which revolu-
tionized aerodynamics design.

(11) Dr. Christine Darden completed her
education by earning a Ph.D. in Mechanical
Engineering from George Washington Uni-
versity in 1983.

(12) While working at NASA, Dr. Christine
Darden—

(A) was appointed to be the leader of the
Sonic Boom Team, which worked on designs
to minimize the effects of sonic booms by
testing wing and nose designs for supersonic
aircraft;

(B) wrote more than 50 articles on aero-
nautics design; and

(C) became the first African American to
be promoted to a position in the Senior Ex-
ecutive Service at Langley.

(13) Dorothy Vaughan was born on Sep-
tember 20, 1910, in Kansas City, Missouri.

(14) Dorothy Vaughan began working for
NACA in 1943. Dorothy Vaughan—

(A) started at NACA as a member of the
West Area Computing unit;

(B) was promoted to be the head of the
West Area Computing unit, becoming
NACA’s first African-American supervisor, a
position that she held for 9 years; and

(C) became an expert programmer in
FORTRAN as a member of NASA’s Analysis
and Computation Division.

(15) Dorothy Vaughan retired from NASA
in 1971 and died on November 10, 2008.

(16) Mary Jackson was born on April 9,
1921, in Hampton, Virginia.

(17) Mary Jackson started her career at
NACA in 1951, working as a computer as a
member of the West Area Computing unit.

(18) After petitioning the city of Hampton
to allow her to take graduate-level courses
in math and physics at night at the all-
White Hampton High School, Mary Jackson
was able to complete the required training to
become an engineer, making her NASA’s
first female African-American engineer.

(19) Mary Jackson—

(A) while at NACA and NASA—

(i) worked in the Theoretical Aero-
dynamics Branch of the Subsonic-Transonic
Aerodynamics Division at Langley where she
analyzed wind tunnel and aircraft flight
data; and

(ii) published a dozen technical papers that
focused on the boundary layer of air around
airplanes; and

(B) after 21 years working as an engineer
at NASA, transitioned to a new job as
Langley’s Federal Women’s Program Man-
ager where she worked to improve the pros-
pects of NASA’s female mathematicians, en-
gineers, and scientists.

(20) Mary Jackson retired from NASA in
1985 and died in 2005.

(21) These 4 women, along with the other
African-American women in NASA’s West
Area Computing unit, were integral to the
success of the early space program. The sto-
ries of these 4 women exemplify the experi-
ences of hundreds of women who worked as
computers, mathematicians, and engineers
at NACA beginning in the 1930s and the
handmade calculations that they made
played an integral role in—
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(A) aircraft testing during World War II;

(B) supersonic flight research;

(C) sending the Voyager probes to explore
the solar system; and

(D) the United States landing the first man
on the lunar surface.

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDALS.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The
Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the President pro tempore of the Senate
shall make appropriate arrangements for the
presentation, on behalf of Congress, of 5 gold
medals of appropriate design as follows:

(1) One gold medal to Katherine Johnson in
recognition of her service to the United
States as a mathematician.

(2) One gold medal to Dr. Christine Darden
for her service to the United States as an
aeronautical engineer.

(3) In recognition of their service to the
United States during the Space Race—

(A) 1 gold medal commemorating the life
of Dorothy Vaughan; and

(B) 1 gold medal commemorating the life of
Mary Jackson.

(4) One gold medal in recognition of all
women who served as computers, mathe-
maticians, and engineers at the National Ad-
visory Committee for Aeronautics and the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion between the 1930s and the 1970s (referred
to in this section as ‘‘recognized women’’).

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the purpose
of the awards under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of the Treasury (referred to in this
Act as the ‘“‘Secretary’’) shall strike each
gold medal described in that subsection with
suitable emblems, devices, and inscriptions,
to be determined by the Secretary.

(c) TRANSFER OF CERTAIN MEDALS AFTER
PRESENTATION.—

(1) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—After the award of the
gold medal commemorating the life of Doro-
thy Vaughan under subsection (a)(3)(A) and
the award of the gold medal in recognition of
recognized women under subsection (a)(4),
those medals shall be given to the Smithso-
nian Institution where the medals shall be—

(i) available for display, as appropriate;
and

(ii) made available for research.

(B) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution
should make the gold medals received under
subparagraph (A) available for—

(i) display, particularly at the National
Museum of African American History and
Culture; or

(ii) loan, as appropriate, so that the medals
may be displayed elsewhere.

(2) TRANSFER TO FAMILY.—After the award
of the gold medal in honor of Mary Jackson
under subsection (a)(3)(B), the medal shall be
given to her granddaughter, Wanda Jackson.
SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

Under regulations that the Secretary may
promulgate, the Secretary may strike and
sell duplicates in bronze of the gold medals
struck under this Act, at a price sufficient to
cover the cost of the medals, including labor,
materials, dies, use of machinery, and over-
head expenses.

SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck
under this Act are national medals for pur-
poses of chapter 51 of title 31, United States
Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
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States Code, all medals struck under this
Act shall be considered to be numismatic
items.

SEC. 6. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS;
PROCEEDS OF SALE.

(a) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for
the costs of the medals struck under this
Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under section 4 shall be deposited
into the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund.

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 125, S. Res. 126, and S.
Res. 127.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to, the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
28, 2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, March
28; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, morning business
be closed, and the Senate resume con-
sideration of the motion to proceed to
H.R. 268.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:33 p.m.,
adjourned until Thursday, March 28,
2019, at 10 a.m.
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