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the equipment in a way that interferes with 
the seating, vision, or hearing of committee 
members or staff on the dais, or with the or-
derly process of the meeting. 

Rule 2. Quorums 
(a) Business Meetings: At committee busi-

ness meetings, and for the purpose of approv-
ing the issuance of a subpoena or approving 
a committee resolution, seven members of 
the committee, at least two of whom are 
members of the minority party, constitute a 
quorum, except as provided in subsection (d). 

(b) Subcommittee Meetings: At sub-
committee business meetings, a majority of 
the subcommittee members, at least one of 
whom is a member of the minority party, 
constitutes a quorum for conducting busi-
ness. 

(c) Continuing Quorum: Once a quorum as 
prescribed in subsections (a) and (b) has been 
established, the committee or subcommittee 
may continue to conduct business. 

(d) Reporting: No measure or matter may 
be reported to the Senate by the committee 
unless a majority of committee members 
cast votes in person. 

(e) Hearings: One member constitutes a 
quorum for conducting a hearing. 

Rule 3. Hearings 
(a) Announcements: Before the committee 

or a subcommittee holds a hearing, the chair 
of the committee or subcommittee shall 
make a public announcement and provide 
notice to members of the date, place, time, 
and subject matter of the hearing. The an-
nouncement and notice shall be issued at 
least one week in advance of the hearing, un-
less the chair of the committee or sub-
committee, with the concurrence of the 
ranking minority member of the committee 
or subcommittee, determines that there is 
good cause to provide a shorter period, in 
which event the announcement and notice 
shall be issued at least twenty-four hours in 
advance of the hearing. 

(b) Statements of Witnesses: 
(1) A witness who is scheduled to testify at 

a hearing of the committee or a sub-
committee shall file 100 copies of the written 
testimony at least 48 hours before the hear-
ing. If a witness fails to comply with this re-
quirement, the presiding officer may pre-
clude the witness’ testimony. This rule may 
be waived for field hearings, except for wit-
nesses from the Federal Government. 

(2) Any witness planning to use at a hear-
ing any exhibit such as a chart, graph, dia-
gram, photo, map, slide, or model must sub-
mit one identical copy of the exhibit (or rep-
resentation of the exhibit in the case of a 
model) and 100 copies reduced to letter or 
legal paper size at least 48 hours before the 
hearing. Any exhibit described above that is 
not provided to the committee at least 48 
hours prior to the hearing cannot be used for 
purpose of presenting testimony to the com-
mittee and will not be included in the hear-
ing record. 

(3) The presiding officer at a hearing may 
have a witness confine the oral presentation 
to a summary of the written testimony. 

(4) Notwithstanding a request that a docu-
ment be embargoed, any document that is to 
be discussed at a hearing, including, but not 
limited to, those produced by the General 
Accounting Office, Congressional Budget Of-
fice, Congressional Research Service, a Fed-
eral agency, an Inspector General, or a non-
governmental entity, shall be provided to all 
members of the committee at least 72 hours 
before the hearing. 
Rule 4. Business Meetings: Notice and Filing 

Requirements 
(a) Notice: The chair of the committee or 

the subcommittee shall provide notice, the 
agenda of business to be discussed, and the 

text of agenda items to members of the com-
mittee or subcommittee at least 72 hours be-
fore a business meeting. If the 72 hours falls 
over a weekend, all materials will be pro-
vided by close of business on Friday. 

(b) Amendments: First-degree amendments 
must be filed with the chair of the com-
mittee or the subcommittee at least 24 hours 
before a business meeting. After the filing 
deadline, the chair shall promptly distribute 
all filed amendments to the members of the 
committee or subcommittee. 

(c) Modifications: The chair of the com-
mittee or the subcommittee may modify the 
notice and filing requirements to meet spe-
cial circumstances, with the concurrence of 
the ranking member of the committee or 
subcommittee. 

Rule 5. Business Meetings: Voting 
(a) Proxy Voting: 
(1) Proxy voting is allowed on all meas-

ures, amendments, resolutions, or other mat-
ters before the committee or a sub-
committee. 

(2) A member who is unable to attend a 
business meeting may submit a proxy vote 
on any matter, in writing, orally, or through 
personal instructions. 

(3) A proxy given in writing is valid until 
revoked. A proxy given orally or by personal 
instructions is valid only on the day given. 

(b) Subsequent Voting: Members who were 
not present at a business meeting and were 
unable to cast their votes by proxy may 
record their votes later, so long as they do so 
that same business day and their vote does 
not change the outcome. 

(c) Public Announcement: 
(1) Whenever the committee conducts a 

rollcall vote, the chair shall announce the 
results of the vote, including a tabulation of 
the votes cast in favor and the votes cast 
against the proposition by each member of 
the committee. 

(2) Whenever the committee reports any 
measure or matter by rollcall vote, the re-
port shall include a tabulation of the votes 
cast in favor of and the votes cast in opposi-
tion to the measure or matter by each mem-
ber of the committee. 

Rule 6. Subcommittees 
(a) Regularly Established Subcommittees: 

The committee has four subcommittees: 
Transportation and Infrastructure; Clean Air 
and Nuclear Safety; Superfund, Waste Man-
agement, and Regulatory Oversight; and 
Fisheries, Water, and Wildlife. 

(b) Membership: The committee chair, 
after consulting with the ranking minority 
member, shall select members of the sub-
committees. 
Rule 7. Statutory Responsibilities and Other 

Matters 
(a) Environmental Impact Statements: No 

project or legislation proposed by any execu-
tive branch agency may be approved or oth-
erwise acted upon unless the committee has 
received a final environmental impact state-
ment relative to it, in accordance with sec-
tion 102(2)(C) of the National Environmental 
Policy Act, and the written comments of the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, in accordance with section 309 
of the Clean Air Act. This rule is not in-
tended to broaden, narrow, or otherwise 
modify the class of projects or legislative 
proposals for which environmental impact 
statements are required under section 
102(2)(C). 

(b) Project Approvals: 
(1) Whenever the committee authorizes a 

project under Public Law 89–298, the Rivers 
and Harbors Act of 1965; Public Law 83–566, 
the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act; or Public Law 86–249, the Public 
Buildings Act of 1959, as amended; the chair-

man shall submit for printing in the Con-
gressional Record, and the committee shall 
publish periodically as a committee print, a 
report that describes the project and the rea-
sons for its approval, together with any dis-
senting or individual views. 

(2) Proponents of a committee resolution 
shall submit appropriate evidence in favor of 
the resolution. 

(c) Building Prospectuses: 
(1) When the General Services Administra-

tion submits a prospectus, pursuant to sec-
tion 7(a) of the Public Buildings Act of 1959, 
as amended, for construction (including con-
struction of buildings for lease by the gov-
ernment), alteration and repair, or acquisi-
tion, the committee shall act with respect to 
the prospectus during the same session in 
which the prospectus is submitted. 

A prospectus rejected by majority vote of 
the committee or not reported to the Senate 
during the session in which it was submitted 
shall be returned to the General Services Ad-
ministration and must then be resubmitted 
in order to be considered by the committee 
during the next session of the Congress. 

(2) A report of a building project survey 
submitted by the General Services Adminis-
tration to the committee under section 11(b) 
of the Public Buildings Act of 1959, as 
amended, may not be considered by the com-
mittee as being a prospectus subject to ap-
proval by committee resolution in accord-
ance with section 7(a) of that Act. A project 
described in the report may be considered for 
committee action only if it is submitted as a 
prospectus in accordance with section 7(a) 
and is subject to the provisions of paragraph 
(1) of this rule. 

(d) Naming Public Facilities: The com-
mittee may not name a building, structure 
or facility for any living person, except 
former Presidents or former Vice Presidents 
of the United States, former Members of 
Congress over 70 years of age, former Jus-
tices of the United States Supreme Court 
over 70 years of age, or Federal judges who 
are fully retired and over 75 years of age or 
have taken senior status and are over 75 
years of age. 

Rule 8. Amending the Rules 

The rules may be added to, modified, 
amended, or suspended by vote of a majority 
of committee members at a business meeting 
if a quorum is present. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL JOSEPH L. 
VOTEL 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I rise 
today to honor GEN Joseph L. Votel, of 
the U.S. Army and the Commander of 
United States Central Command. Gen-
eral Votel is one of our Nation’s finest 
military officers, and he will retire 
from Active military duty on May 1, 
2019, bringing to a close 39 years of dis-
tinguished service to our great Nation. 

In 1980, General Votel was commis-
sioned as a second lieutenant in the in-
fantry upon graduation from the 
United States Military Academy at 
West Point. He commanded units at 
every echelon, from platoon to theater, 
with duty in Germany, Italy, Sarajevo, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and the United 
States. As a young officer, General 
Votel deployed with 75th Ranger Regi-
ment in support of Operation Just 
Cause. He later commanded the 1st 
Ranger Battalion at Hunter Army Air-
field in Georgia. General Votel com-
manded the 75th Ranger Regiment and 
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led them on deployments in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. Later he served as 
deputy commanding general of the 82d 
Airborne Division in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. 

As a general officer, he served in the 
Pentagon as the Director of the Army 
and Joint IED Defeat Task Force and 
subsequently as the Deputy Director of 
the Joint IED Defeat Organization es-
tablished under the Deputy Secretary 
of Defense. He served as the Deputy 
Commanding General and then Com-
manding General of the Joint Special 
Operations Command headquartered at 
Fort Bragg, NC. He also served as the 
Commanding General of U.S. Special 
Operations Command, MacDill Air 
Force Base, Florida. Most recently 
General Votel has served as the Com-
manding General of U.S. Central Com-
mand. 

At a time of great uncertainty in the 
world, General Votel has led an incred-
ible combatant command that has an 
enormous influence and presence in 
some of the most volatile parts of the 
globe. He has led the way in strategic 
relationships with our partners and al-
lies that have made our country safer. 
General Votel is an exceptional leader, 
an American patriot committed to our 
Armed Forces, our national security 
and our Nation, but most importantly, 
General Votel is a great man of char-
acter. It is for GEN Joe Votel, a sol-
dier, leader, and selfless servant, whom 
we with profound admiration and deep 
respect pay tribute to for all he has 
done for the defense of our Nation for 
nearly four decades. 

We thank General Votel, his wife 
Michele, and their two grown children, 
Scott and Nicholas, for their dedica-
tion and sacrifice, and we wish them 
well in the years to come. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO TONY BAZZIE 

∑ Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I 
wish to recognize a dedicated public 
servant and proud West Virginian, 
Tony Bazzie, on the occasion of his re-
tirement from the Raleigh County 
Housing Authority. Innumerable West 
Virginians have benefited from his 
tireless efforts to improve access to af-
fordable housing in our great State and 
his advocacy for increased Housing and 
Urban Development funding. Tony has 
been a vocal champion for encouraging 
investment in section 8 housing and an 
advocate for a regulatory framework 
that balances the interests of tenants 
and property owners. 

Tony started with the housing au-
thority at its inception in 1979 and 
since then has worked hard to dispel 
the negative stereotypes regarding 
housing assistance. Currently, his of-
fice assists over 1,200 families in Ra-
leigh County, as well as Braxton, Sum-
mers, Nicholas, Fayette, and Webster 
Counties. In fact, demand has been so 

high that the housing authority has 
had to implement a waiting list to 
serve additional West Virginians. 

Beyond the critical assistance that 
the housing authority provides to West 
Virginians in need, it also has a posi-
tive effect on the economy. Through 
section 8 subsidies, Tony and his staff 
have contributed over $4.5 million in 
rental payments to local property own-
ers. Supporting local economies is 
something I have worked for in the 
Senate and knowing that I have allies 
such as Tony in the State has made 
this journey all the more successful. 

Tony has come before Congress to 
testify about the importance of hous-
ing authorities across West Virginia, 
and his insight informed the discourse 
regarding the Section Eight Housing 
Choice Voucher Reform Act, SEVRA. 
In his testimony, Tony highlighted the 
need for providing decent, safe, and 
sanitary housing to low-income fami-
lies. His passion for and knowledge of 
housing policy were of great help to my 
colleagues, and I thank him for his 
service. 

I would like to thank Tony for all his 
insight and advice over the years. His 
yearly visits to my DC office were al-
ways a highlight, and his input was in-
valuable when discussing housing 
issues, particularly in West Virginia. 
On a personal level, he was kind and 
helpful not only to me, but to my staff 
as well. They spoke highly of how at-
tentive, patient, and nice he was to ev-
eryone he worked with. I am honored 
to call Tony my friend and fellow West 
Virginian, and I wish him well in this 
new phase of life. I wish him the very 
best during his well-deserved retire-
ment, and I hope he can enjoy more 
time with loved ones. West Virginia 
owes Tony our gratitude, and I thank 
him for all his excellent work for so 
many years.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TERRY DUPREE 

∑ Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize Terry 
Dupree, a gentleman who has worked 
diligently serving the people of Okla-
homa throughout his career with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 38 
years. 

Terry began his career with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service performing 
work involving the conservation, prop-
agation, management, protection, and 
administration of wildlife species. 
Terry dedicated his life to imple-
menting and advancing practices nec-
essary for the conservation and man-
agement of wildlife resources and habi-
tats. His experience and expertise has 
proven invaluable to the fish and wild-
life community throughout his career. 

This hard work eventually led him to 
become a leader within the Partner for 
Fish and Wildlife Program, which pro-
vides technical and financial assistance 
for the restoration and enhancement of 
fish and wildlife habitat on private 
lands. I am incredibly proud of the 
work he has put in over the years for 

the people of our great State of Okla-
homa. 

I want to thank Terry Dupree on his 
years of service and wish him well in 
his retirement. 

Well done, Terry.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL THOMAS 
VON ESCHENBACH 

∑ Mr. JONES. Madam President, today 
I pay tribute to a great leader and an 
exceptional officer of the U.S. Army, 
COL Thomas von Eschenbach, now 
serving as the director, Capabilities 
Development and Integration Direc-
torate at the U.S. Army Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence at Fort Rucker, AL, 
as he prepares to retire from military 
service on May 31, 2019. 

COL Thomas von Eschenbach has 
served our Army and our Nation for 
more than 28 years. He has been a true 
professional; a dedicated soldier, lead-
er, and officer. Throughout his career 
he has commanded our great soldiers 
at many levels; he has deployed to 
combat numerous times in defense of 
the Nation; and he has been assigned 
critical positions in our military. Colo-
nel von Eschenbach has provided out-
standing leadership, advice, and sound 
professional judgment on numerous 
issues of enduring importance to the 
Army, Congress, and this Nation. 

A native of Alabama, Colonel von 
Eschenbach was commissioned a sec-
ond lieutenant of aviation upon grad-
uating from Auburn University ROTC 
as a Distinguished Military Graduate. 
His first assignment after flight school 
was at Fort Bragg, NC, where he served 
as a platoon leader, company executive 
officer, and battalion staff officer. He 
next served in Germany as a troop 
commander and division staff officer. 

Upon his return from Germany, Colo-
nel von Eschenbach served as a small 
group leader and later company com-
mander in the Aviation Branch Cap-
tains’ Career Course and Warrant Offi-
cer Advanced Courses at Fort Rucker, 
AL. As a field-grade officer he returned 
to Fort Bragg and served as the bat-
talion executive officer and operations 
officer for an attack battalion, and 
later brigade operation officer in the 
82nd Combat Aviation Brigade to in-
clude a deployment to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

After an assignment in Army Human 
Resources Command, Colonel von 
Eschenbach commanded an Air Cavalry 
Squadron Task Force during a deploy-
ment to Operation Enduring Freedom 
in Jalalabad, Afghanistan. After this 
command, he served on the Army staff 
as the Deputy Director for Army Avia-
tion. 

For the past 4 years, Colonel von 
Eschenbach has served as the director 
of the Capabilities Development and 
Integration Directorate at the U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence. In 
this role he was responsible to the de-
velopment of future doctrine and con-
cepts, force structure, and capability 
requirements for Army aviation to en-
sure our aviation forces and soldiers 
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